
Nearpod Lesson Plan

American Indian Homes in KansasPrimary

Overview

This Nearpod.com lesson can be teacher led or self-paced for students. Students will 
learn that not all American Indians are the same but have cultural di�erences by 
examining three historic Plains Indian homes. Students will study natural resources using 
historic photos and videos from the Kansas Museum of History gallery, view a corn 
grinding demonstration, and identify the many uses of the bu�alo. Interactive activities 
reinforce this theme of similarities and di�erences of Plains Indians’ homes. 

Standards

KHGSS Standards (2020)
 Standard 5: Relationships among people, places, ideas, and environments are   
 dynamic. 
 5.1 The student will recognize and evaluate dynamic relationships that impact   
 lives in communities, states, and nations.

Objectives

Content
 1. The student will identify three natural resources used to build Plains Indian   
 houses long ago.
 2. The student will define sedentary and nomadic.
 3. The student will describe the size of the house and the number of people who  
 lived in it.

Skills
 1. The student will compare and contrast the three Plains Indian homes.

Essential Questions

 1. How does the environment e�ect how you live?

Assessments

 Complete the Indian Homes quiz at the end of this lesson.

Supplemental Lesson

 Read Kansas! lesson P-6  American Indian Homes in Kansas at KSHS.org.
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Tips for Teaching About Native American People

1.Understand the term “Native American” includes all peoples indigenous to the 
Western Hemisphere.  Present Native American peoples as having unique, separate, 
and distinct cultures, languages, beliefs, traditions, and customs.

2.Present Native American people as appropriate role models.  Do not refer to them, 
or use materials that depict them as savages, primitives, “The Noble Savage,” “Red 
Man,” “simple,” or “extinct.”  Avoid phrases and wording such as massacre, victory, 
and conquest that distort facts and history.

3.Avoid the assumption that there are no Native American students in your class.

4.Do not single out Native American students and ask them to describe their family’s 
traditions and culture.

5.When teaching ABCs, avoid “I is for Indian” and “E is for Eskimo.” Avoid rhymes or 
songs that use Native Americans as counting devices, i.e. “One little, two little, three...”

6.Avoid materials that use non-Native Americans or other characters dressed as 
“Indians.”  Avoid craft projects that trivialize Native American dress, dance, and beliefs 
such as paper bag and construction paper costumes and headdresses.

7.Realize that many songs, dances, legends, and ceremonies of Native American 
peoples are considered sacred and should not be portrayed as an activity.

8.Correct and guide children when they “war whoop” or employ any other 
stereotypical mannerisms.  Avoid o�ensive terms such as papoose and squaw.  Use 
respectful language.

9.Teach Native American history as a regular part of American history.  Avoid materials 
that illustrate Native American heroes as only those who helped EuroAmericans, i.e., 
Thanksgiving.  Depict Native Americans as people who are defending their people, 
rights, and lands.

10.Invite a Native American guest speaker/presenter to your class or for a school 
assembly. Contact a local Native American organization or your library for a list of 
these resources.  Avoid the assumption that a Native American person knows 
everything about all Native Americans.

11.Most of all, teach children about Native Americans in a manner that you would like 
used to depict your culture and racial/ethnic origin.

Adapted from “Tips for Teachers” from Albeza Institute, http://www/albeza.org.
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