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Intermediate:
4th and 5th Grade
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This Nearpod.com lesson can be teacher led or self-paced for students. Students will learn about the 
life and hardships faced by emigrants on the Oregon Trail. Students will analyze what factors pushed 
emigrants to make the journey west to Oregon along with the costs and bene�ts of making this 
choice. Students will then determine what changes were brought about by emigration on the Oregon 
Trail for both the land and people of North America.
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 Standard 1: Choices have consequences. 
 Benchmark 1.1: The student will recognize and evaluate signi�cant choices and consequences 
that have impacted our lives and futures.
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 1. The students will describe the hardships encountered by emigrants on the trail.
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 1. The students will identify the costs and bene�ts of traveling west on the Oregon Trail.
 2. The students will identify changes brought about by the Oregon Trail.
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 1. What pushed emigrants to take this journey to Oregon?
 2. What challenges or hardships did travelers face on the trail?
 3. What changes came about because of the Oregon Trail?
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 Formative assessments will ask students to recall hardships faced by emigrants on the trail and 
analyze their reasons for traveling west. A summative assessment will ask students to identify at least 
two changes brought about by emigration on the Oregon Trail.
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 1. ������������ Lesson I-6 ��������������������	������������������  in Kansas at KSHS.org.
 2. ������������ Lesson I-7���­�����	���������  at KSHS.org.
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 30 minutes


