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From the President 

Dear Patrons and Friends of the Kansas 
Historical Foundation, 

It has been an honor to serve as President of the 
Board of Directors for the past year. As you 
know, the Kansas Historical Foundation is 
dedicated to financially supporting the collection, 
preservation, and education programs of the 
Kansas State Historical Society. 

We've recently experienced major leadership 
changes within both the state agency and the 
Foundation. We bid farewell to Vicky Henley, 
who retired as Chief Executive of the Foundation, 
and mourned the untimely passing of Jennie 
Chinn, who served as Executive Director of the 
Kansas State Historical Society. Vicky and 
Jennie were a remarkable team, deeply 
passionate about their work and committed to 
increasing private support to sustain and expand 
our mission of preserving Kansas history. 

At our annual meeting, I had the pleasure of presiding alongside Derenda Mitchell, CEO and Executive 
Director of the Foundation, and Patrick Zollner, Executive Director of KSHS. Hosting the meeting in 
Newton, Kansas was a personal highlight, allowing me to showcase my hometown’s historic charm and its 
lively early history. The meeting also marked the successful completion of our major capital campaign, with 
over $6 million raised for the renovation of the Kansas Museum of History in Topeka, Kansas. 

Other highlights from the year include the reopening and acquisition of several state historic sites, such as 
Kaw Mission and Last Chance Store in Council Grove and Red Rocks, the William Allen White home in 
Emporia. These sites remain accessible thanks to the generosity of donors like you. 

Thank you for your continued support of the Kansas Historical Foundation. Your contributions help us share 
and preserve the rich history of our great state for generations to come. 

 

Richard B. Walker 
President, Kansas Historical Foundation 
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Connecting with Kansans 
The Kansas Historical Foundation continued to support its mission this past fiscal year through 
generous support by Kansas businesses, foundations, and individuals. 
 
The Dane G. Hansen Grant provided funds for 
school-aged students with accompanying adults to visit state 
historic sites, Pawnee Indian Museum in Republic and Fort Hays in 
Hays. The grant program sponsored 98 students and four adults 
on field trips to Pawnee Indian Museum and 79 students and four 
adults to Fort Hays. The Dane G. Hansen Foundation in Logan 
supports philanthropic efforts primarily in northwest Kansas. 
Hansen spent his life in Phillips County managing ranching, 
lumber, construction, and oil businesses. He believed in education 
and a strong work ethic. His large estate provides grants and 
scholarships to organizations and students. The Kansas Historical 
Foundation was fortunate to receive one of these grants. 

Pictured: Students from Thunder Ridge Elementary School at Pawnee 
Indian Museum State Historic Site in Republic. 

 

 

The Education Fund: Museum After Hours 
covered monthly lectures for the Virtual Museum After Hours 
program, hosted by the Kansas Historical Society’s Museum and 
Education Division. Among these were Caryn Mirriam-Goldberg’s 
“Needle in the Bone: How a Holocaust Survivor and Polish 
Resistance Fighter Beat the Odds and Found Each Other,” based 
on her book. This astonish story of two Polish men—Holocaust 
survivor, Lou Frydman, and Polish resistance fighter, Jarek 
Piekalkewicz, were teenagers during World War II. Each defied 
outrageous odds, losing nearly everything and everyone in the war, 
yet they summoned the courage to create new lives. The Education 
Fund was created from individual gifts dedicated to support the 
Historical Society’s continuing education programs. 

Pictured: Caryn Mirriam-Goldberg 
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Robert Quinn Rohde Endowment  
The Robert Quinn Rohde Endowment 
provided the first installment toward the restoration of a 1946 
Funk Model B airplane, manufactured in Coffeyville. The Funk 
twin brothers were inventors who produced 365 of the two-
seaters for business and personal use, made with a lowered 
floorboard for easy boarding. Funk airplanes are among the 
numerous aviation and aeronautical products manufactured in 
the state, adding to its reputation as the “Air Capital.” This 
Kansas airplane will be among the new additions greeting 
visitors to the Kansas Museum of History when exhibits open 
mid-2025. Robert Quinn Rohde grew up in Neodesha and 
received a bachelor’s degree in English from the University of 
Kansas. A member of the Kansas Historical Society, he had 
an interest in arts and objects from the past. He provided a 
trust to support the Historical Society’s programming and 
promotion.     

 
Ross Acquisition Fund 
Several items were added to the Kansas Historical 
Society’s permanent collections this fiscal year through 

the Ross Acquisition Fund. Among these 
was a sheet of stamps in the U.S. Postal Service’s 
Made in America series from 2013. The series 
celebrated industrial workers who brought America into 
the new age. The 12 stamps with black and white 
photographs featured male and female industrial 
workers. The selection of a Kansas coal miner, as the 
most prominent photograph on the sheet, surprised 
many Americans unfamiliar with the state’s coal 
industry. Hal Ross, a Wichita attorney and former 
president of the Kansas Historical Foundation, 
understood the continuing need for active collecting. 
Norman W. Jeter, Hal Ross, and Susan Sheets, three 
trustees at the Ross Foundation of Wichita, provided a general donation to establish an endowed acquisition 
fund to allow the purchase of special items.  
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Celebrating Lives of Leadership 

Ellen May Stanley  
February 3,1921 – August 28, 2022 
 
Kansas Historical Foundation 
Elected to board: 1982 
Elected to executive committee:  
President: 1989-1990 
 
Ellen May Stanley was born in Lane County pm February 
3, 1921, the daughter of Delmar and Lena (Bobb) Durr. 
She great up on the family farm near Alamota and 
graduated from Lane County High School.  
She married Max N. Stanley in Dighton on November 4, 
1939. They operated a family farm in Dighton and had six 
children. 
 
After raising her six children Stanley earned an associate 
of arts degrees from Garden City Community College and 
a bachelor’s degree in English and a master’s degree in 
history from Fort Hays State University. She authored 
books about Lane County history, including Early Lane 
County Development, 12,000 B.C. – A.D. 1994, which received the American Association for State and Local 
History’s Certificate of Commendation in 1994. She also wrote Golden Age, Great Depression, and Dust Bowl, 
and Cowboy Josh: Adventures of a Real Cowboy. She wrote an ongoing column marking events from 100 years 
in the past for Dighton Herald. She compiled historical and genealogical information for individuals and 
organizations. 
 
Stanley served as president of the Kansas Historical Society from 1989 to 1990. She served on the Nominating, 
Membership, Development, and Edgar Langsdorf Award for Excellence in Writing committees. Her presidential 
address, delivered at the 115th annual meeting in October 1990 focused on William Eugene Stanley, the two-
term 15th governor of Kansas, and a capitalist, from Wichita. Stanley served on the Kansas Historical Society’s 
Historic Sites Board of Review. She was an active member of the Lane County Historical Society, Kansas 
Anthropological Association, Kansas Museums Association, Kansas Corral of the Westerners, Mountain Plains 
Museums Association, and was also involved with her church and political organizations. 
Ellen May Stanley died in Dighton on August 28, 2022. 
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Paul Murray Buchanan 
June 9, 1931 – April 5, 2023  
 
Kansas Historical Foundation 
Board of Directors 
Elected to board: 1993 
Elected to executive committee: 2004 
President: 2011-2012 
 
Paul Murray Buchanan was born in Osage City on June 9, 
1931, to Murray and Pluma (Stavely) Buchanan. He received 
a bachelor’s degree from Sterling College in 1953. He served 
two years as sergeant in the U.S. Army counterintelligence 
corps. He earned a juris doctorate from the University of 
Kansas in 1958. Buchanan served as a research clerk for the 
Kansas Supreme Court and district court.  
Buchanan married Phyllis Bretches on November 24, 1967.  
He practiced law in Topeka and Wichita and served as 
Sedgwick County assistant counselor. Elected as a Sedgwick 
County 18th judicial district judge, he served 20 years, more 
than six as chief judge, before the mandatory retirement. 
Buchanan was a member of the Kansas Department of Corrections prison overcrowding committee.  
 
He was a member of the Wichita Bar Association, Wichita Bibliophiles, the Wichita State University Library 
Associates. He was honored by the Kansas Bar Association for practicing law more than 50 years. He received 
the Distinguished Service Award from Sterling College in 2018.  
In retirement he volunteered for the American Red Cross, delivering blood across the state, driving more than 
100,000 miles. He built replicas of a reference book stand designed by Thomas Jefferson to present to the 
justices of the Kansas Supreme Court and Kansas Court of Appeals judges. He was a member of the Wichita 
Bibliophiles, the Wichita Bar Association, the American Bar Association, the Wichita Petroleum Club, the 
American Museum of National History. He followed interests in the Santa Fe Trail, Lewis and Clark, Kansas and 
the West, and was active with his church. Buchanan donated an unfinished oil painting by Alter T. Reid of 
George Armstrong Custer and the Seventh Cavalry to the Kansas Museum of History in 2016.  
Buchanan was a life member of the Kansas Historical Society. He was elected to the board of directors in 1993 
and served as president from 2011-2012. He served as chair of the Edgar Langsdorf Award of Excellence 
committee. Phyllis served on the Historical Society’s Save Outdoor Sculpture project.  
 
The Honorable Paul Murray Buchanan died in Wichita on April 5, 2023. 
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Research Awards and Grants 
Presented annually to graduate students for research in the collections of the Kansas Historical Society, two 

Alfred M. Landon Research Grants were awarded this fiscal year. Funds for this program 
were provided by the Alfred M. Landon Historical Research Endowment, which was established in 1987 by 
family and friends of Governor Landon, the 26th governor of Kansas and Republican nominee for U.S. president 
in 1936.  

• Caleb Latas, Lawrence 
“To Immortality: Memory, Care, and Identity at the Oak Hill Cemetery Potters Field”  
 

• Ann M. Vlock, Elkhorn, Nebraska 
“Gender, Journalism, and 1890s Populist Reform on the Kansas Prairie” 
 

Presented annually to honor the authors of superior writing in the quarterly publication Kansas History:  A 

Journal of the Central Plains, the Edgar Langsdorf Award of Excellences was presented 
this fiscal year to an honor who contributed to the 
understanding of trends in tenancy farming in the state. For 
many Kansas farmers, the capital required to acquire their own 
land and necessary equipment was beyond their financial 
reach. For those Kansans (and out of state residents) with 
capital to invest, there were few practical alternatives to 
purchasing land to be rented.    

• David Ress, Staunton, Virginia 
Kansas History: A Journal of the Central 
Plains, Volume 44, Number 4, Winter 2021-
2022 
“Connected Growth: Wheat and Tenant 
Farms in Kansas 1880-1925” 
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FY 2023 Donations Received by Category –  
Totaling $372,587 
 

Kansas Museum of History New Exhibits $202,567 
General History Fund $90,996 
Kaw Mission and the Last Chance Store 
State Historic Site New Exhibits 

$3,005 

Donor Designated Funds - smaller 
donations to multiple expendable funds 

$42,562 

Red Rocks State Historic Site  
(William Allen White home) 

 
$14,603 

Happy Birthday Kansas Photo Contest $1,150 
NHPRC (Federal Grant) $17,704 
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FY 2023 and Prior Short-Term Fund 
 
2023 9.30% 
2022 (1.00%) 
2021 .18% 

 
FY 2023 and Prior Long-Term  
Investment Pool Performance 
 
2023 2.10% 
2022 (13.70%) 
2021 34.75% 

 
 
FY 2023 Net Assets –  
Totaling $8,732,246 
 
Kansas Museum of History New Exhibits $5,007,725 
Total Endowment  $2,444,205 

Donor Permanently Endowed Funds $1,929,496 
Market gain on Donor Permanently Endowed Funds $514,709 

Expendable from Donor Permanently Endowed Funds $222,660 
Donor Designated Expendable $802,076 
Total Board Designated Funds $545,188 

Board Temp Endowment (unrestricted) $458,007 
Available from Board Temp Endowment $87,181 

General History Fund ($289,608) 
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FY 2023  
Endowment Funds with Expendable – 
Totaling $2,754,046 
 

Historic Sites $1,466,282 
Programming $836,404 
Acquisitions $156,080 
Awards $121,631 
Access to Collections $133,869 
Operating Funds $39,780 

 

 
FY 2023  
Funds Provided to the Kansas Historical 
Society by Category –  
Totaling $578,418 
 

New Exhibits for the Kansas Museum of History $405,679 
 Kansas Museum of History and Education $20,568 

Cultural Resources and Historic Sites $80,400 
Fees (Bank, IP, TAM) $38,554 
State Archives $21,755 
Member Admissions $593 
Professional Development/Volunteer and Staff Support $9,456 

 General Programming $213 
Internships and Awards $1,200 
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Kansas Historical Foundation 
FY 2023 Executive Committee 
Carol Bales, Logan 
Emily Bradbury, Wellsville 
Crystal Walker Ecton, Gridley 
Lidia Hook-Gray, Liberal 
W. Walter Menninger, Topeka 
John D. Pinegar, Topeka 
Dru Sampson, Lawrence 
Paul Stuewe, Lawrence 
Galen Swenson, Salina 
Ted Ayres, Wichita  
 
FY 2023 Officers 
Richard Walker, President, Newton 
Gennifer Golden House, President Elect, Goodland 
Linda P. Jeffrey, Vice President, Topeka 
Rita L. Noll, Secretary, Council Grove 
Jon Boursaw, Treasurer, Topeka  
W. Walter Menninger, Past President, Topeka 
 
Staff Members 
Nancy Cole, Accountant 
Andrew Horvath, Retail Coordinator 
Caryn Kramer, Programs Director 
Derenda Mitchell, Executive Director/CEO 
Raena Sommers, Accountant  
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Kansas Historical Foundation 

FY 2023 Board of Directors 
 
Donita Barone, Frontenac 
Michael L. Baughn, Brewster 
Jon Boursaw, Topeka 
Don Chubb, Topeka 
Shelley Hickman Clark, Lawrence 
J. Eric Engstrom, Wichita 
Dean Ferrell, Topeka 
James Hanni, Lawrence 
David Heinemann, Topeka 
Katie Herrick, Johnson 
James F. Hoy, Emporia 
Chris Hutton, Topeka 
William A. Kassebaum, Burdick 
Annette LeZotte, Moline, IL 
Brad Loveless, Lyndon 
Jim McLean, Topeka 
Allana Saenger-Parker, Wamego 
Jay Price, Wichita 
James Reynolds, South Pasadena, CA 
Parker Robb, Topeka 
Eric Sexton, Derby 
Denise Sherman, Andover 
John H. Stauffer, Topeka 
Michelle Cuevas-Stubblefield, Topeka 
Loren L. Taylor, Kansas City 
Ruth Teichman, Stafford 
Mary Ann Thompson, Hays 
Dave Webb, Protection 
Jack Wisman, Topeka 
Erin Younkin, Andover 
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Kansas Historical Foundation  

FY 2023 Donors 
 
$50,000 
BNSF Railway Foundation 
 
$30,000-$40,000 
Bostick Trust (Virginia Bostick McArthur) 
Willard J. and Mary G. Breidenthal Foundation 
 
Carl and Mary Ice 
 
$20,000 
Capitol Federal Foundation 
 
$10,000-$18,000 
Emporia Community Foundation 
Senator Sheila and Ken Frahm 
Dane G. Hansen Foundation 
National Historical Publications & Records Commission 
Ross Foundation 
 
$5,000-$9,999 
Breidenthal-Snyder Foundation, Inc 
Charles and Virginia Clark 
Alfred Eckes 
Mark and Lisa Heitz 
Patricia A. Michaelis 
Elsie Middleton 
 
$1,000-$4,999 
Anonymous 
Lyon County 
Dudley Donahue 
Einstein's Outdoor Outfitters-Jack and Rhoda Wisman 
J. Eric Engstrom 
Dean and Pam Ferrell 
Lon Frahm 
Charles and Diane Frickey 
Stone Family Foundation 
Dwight Guy 
Kansas Heritage Foundation 
James and Shelley Hickman Clark 
Loretta Hoerman 
Carl and Willynda Holmes 
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Arthur M. and Ethel L Hylton Trust 
Nancy Landon Kassebaum 
John and Sharon Koepke 
W. Walter Menninger 
Barbara Michaelis 
Susan Miner 
Rita Noll 
Lindsey Shull 
Galen Swenson 
Kirk and Shelley Peverley 
Malcolm and Karen Robinson 
Eric and Kathleen Sexton 
John and Barbara Stauffer 
John Wilson and Mollie Mitchell 
 
$500-$999 
John Barker and April Barker 
James Blanton 
David Boutros 
Mary Cottom 
John Davis 
M. Jane and Felix Dreher 
Elizabeth Farnsworth 
Fitzpatrick & Francis Family Foundation 
Dona Frese 
Joanne Harrison 
Linda Jeffrey 
Sophia Mallon 
Lona Morse 
Joe and Suzanne Mumford 
James and Lissa Layng Reynolds 
Stephen and Dolores Schroff 
Smith and Loveless Inc. 
Paul Stuewe and Beth Wasson 
Julie Taylor 
Clyde and Nancy Toland 
Richard and Ann Walker 
 
$250-$499 
Danforth and Gail Austin 
Mary Bacchus 
Carol Bales 
Jan Boles 
Jason Booker 
Jon and Peggy Boursaw 
Joyce Browder 
Sherry Butler 
John and Lynn Carlin 
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Nancy L Cole 
Craig Crosswhite 
Robert Dalton 
Cathy Dwigans and Ray Wilber 
Michelle Ewert 
Duane and Beth Fager 
Charles Grassman 
Karen and James Graves 
James Hanni and Victoria Durand  
Dan Hawkins 
Kathleen and Michael Hess 
Linda Hook-Gray 
James and Catherine Hoy 
Harlan Jennings Jr. 
Bill Jeter 
Norma Johnson 
Dan Kerschen 
Annette LeZotte and W. August Nehring 
Tom Luellen 
Richard and Barbara Meidinger 
David Menninger 
James and Ann Norbury 
John D. Pinegar 
Nicolas Quintana 
Melanie Milam Roth 
Western Self Storage 
Stuart and Diane Sharp 
Elizabeth Skinner 
Ann Talcott 
Ruth Teichman 
Ann Victoria Thomas and Roger O. Lambson 
 
$100-$249 
Roger and Robyn Aeschliman 
Ken and Pam Alexander 
Gregory Allen 
Janet and Larry Allen 
Kendall/Heaton Associates 
John and Anne Atherton 
Ted and Marcia Ayres 
Sharon Becker 
Thomas and Jody Boeding 
Dennis Bosley 
Thomas Branigar 
Renee and Chris Brant 
Melvin and Lorene Bruntzel 
Bill and Susan Bunyan 
H. Richard Bush 
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Patricia Campbell 
Barbara Cates 
Don and Diana Christman 
George Clark 
Karen and Raymond Dashnaw 
Robert and Linda Davis 
William Eakin and Elizabeth Miller 
Mark Eberle 
Megan Ebert 
Larry and Laurel Erickson 
Becker Family Trust 
Jon and Mary Fetterhoof 
Jack and Allison Figgs 
H. Edward Flentje 
Elaine Ford 
Betty Frantz 
Crystal Frazier 
Rick Friedstrom 
George Funk 
Larry and Lisa Funk 
Martha and Richard Gannon 
Deborah Hadel and Scott Anderson 
Nancy Harvilla 
Nancy and Robert Holt 
Quentin Hope 
Martha and Daniel Housholder 
Carolyn Huebner 
Leasa Huffman 
Melissa Hunter-Boyce 
Brad Johnson 
Ramon Jones 
Garvey Kansas Foundation 
Bruce and Lenora Kinzie 
Donald Kistler 
Stephen and Sandra Koontz 
Barbara Krehbiel 
Anne Leiter 
Susan Lewis 
Jerry and Anna Lomshek 
David and Jane Long 
Jim and Kathy Maag 
Lawrence and Linda Maxey 
Douglas McLean 
Leroy and Roberta Meinzer 
Roger Miller 
Tony and Maurene Mullis 
Mary Alice and J. Kevin Murphy 
Cara and Henry Newell 
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Bill and Teresa Pennington 
Dana Pflumm 
Leroy and Mary Joyce Pickett 
Pishny Real Estate Services, LLC 
Julie and David Pope 
James Poplinger 
Rich Porter 
Audrey Power 
Kevin and Mary Jo Pyle 
Nancy and Steve Raleigh 
John Riepl 
Jennie and Jim Rose 
Richard Ross 
Mike Rosser 
John and Alicia Salisbury 
John and Virginia Sayler 
John Schmidt 
Patricia and Richard Schroder 
Donald and Phyllis Schultz 
William H. Seiler Jr. 
Mary Seyk and Terry Marmet 
Ronald and Suzanne Shaffer 
Judith Sharp 
Audrey and Richard Sheridan 
Jim Slattery 
John and Connie Smith 
Western Sorosis 
John and Teresa Stambaugh 
Wayne and Cora Faye Stander 
Todd Stanton 
Herschel and Jacqueline Stroud 
Scott Stucky 
Gene Suellentrop 
Melonie Sullivan  
Karen and Ralph Suther 
James Tennant 
Judith Tharp 
Brad and Michelle Tompkins 
William and Marjorie Tsutsui 
Teresa Ulrich 
Cary Utz 
Alice Van Tuyl 
Rose Marie and Mike Wallen 
Sandra and Allen Wiechert 
Wint Winter Jr. 
Walter Wulf 
Robert and Madge Yarmer 
Harry Jr. and Amy Zielke 
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In Memory  
Evelyn Atwood 
Maxine Barber Ulrich 
Marguerite M Barkley 
Elizabeth Beeler Trimble 
Karen Bloyd Jones 
Robert Bob Gould 
Virginia Bostick McArthur  
D. Cheryl Collins 
Jennie Chinn 
JoAnn E. Drews 
Howard Funk 
Grant Hulse Wagner 
Herbert J. and Eva M. Michaelis  
William McKale 
Ray Meidinger 
Constance L Menninger 
Douglas Milton Gregg 
Craig Miner  
Terry Moore 
Hugh O’Neill 
Robert Richmond  
Ellen May Stanley 
Bill Super 
 
In Honor  
Jack and Ruth Ebey 
J. Eric Engstrom  
Dale King 
Steve Lee 
Derenda Mitchell 
Patricia A. Michaelis  
Nancy Raleigh 
Hal Ross  
Virginia Wulfkuhle 
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Kansas Historical Foundation – Private Funds  
Statements of support, revenue, and expenses—  
modified cash basis years ended June 30, 2023 and June 30, 2022. 
 

Support and revenues: 2023 2022 
Contributions $354,884 $658,024 
Gifts and Grants 17,704 7,501 
Sundries and Books 155,425 159,020 
Investment Income (loss), net 512,870 (624,051) 
Membership dues 48,010 59,043 
Other income 5,606 3,466 
Administrative fees 68,719 - 
Total support and revenue $1,163,218 $263,003 
   
Expenses:   
Program $784,421 $541,977 
Management and general 290,572 175,760 
Fundraising 35,279 8,586 
Total expenses $1,110,272 $726,323 
Change in net assets $52,946 ($463,320) 
Net assets at beginning of year 8,679,300 9,142,620 
Net assets at end of year $8,732,246 $8,679,300 

 


