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WESTWARD EXPANSION

Kaw Mission and Last Chance Store State Historic Site

The 2024 Kaw Mission Councils are a series of lectures and events focused on the rich history of westward
expansion and how it affected Anglos, Hispanics, and Native peoples. All programs unless indicated will
be held at 2 p.m. on the Santa Fe Trail at the Dealership Building, 318 West Main Street.

January 7 Friends of Kaw Heritage Annual Meeting “People, Places, and Politics of 1800s Kansas” presented
by John Burchill.

February 4 “Children of the Promised Land,’ a pictorial history exploring unique experience of mothers and
their children in Nicodemus, presented by Angela Bates, pictured.

March 3 “Connecting the Plains: Steamboats and the Santa Fe Trail,” presented by Kendall Gott, pictured.
April 7 “Buffalo Hunting and the Film Tatonka,” presented by Dr. Leo Oliva, pictured.

May 5 “History of the Potawatomi Nation,” presented by Colonel Jon E. Boursaw, pictured.

June 21 Interpretive program and dance by the Kaw Nation on the grounds of Kaw Mission, 500 North

Mission Street, please bring your own lawn chair

July 14 “Little Squatters on the Prairie,: Settlers on the Osage Diminished Reserve in Southwest Kansas,”
presented by Michelle Marie Martin, pictured.

August 11 “Pawnee, the Spanish adaptation of the horse,” presented by Carlton Grover, pictured.

September 8 Community Band Concert and Ice Cream Social, on the grounds of Kaw Mission, 6 p.m., please
bring your own lawn chair.

October 6 “1860s Blacksmith,” Blacksmithing by Fort Larned Park Ranger Pete Betke, Council Oak Park, 210
East Main Street, please bring your own lawn chair.

November3  “The Return of Inzujewaxobe: Sacred Rock of the Kaw People,” presented by Jim Pepper Henry,
pictured.

November 9 “Candlelight Charm,” Christmas Open House at Kaw Mission, 500 North Mission, and Last Chance
Store, 502 West Main, 5 - 9 p.m. Door prize give away. 7 p.m. Christmas Carols by area
schoolchildren.

December 8  “Stevens’ Stone Mansions: Corruption on the Kaw Reservation,” presented by Kaw Mission and Last
Chance Store Site Administrator Mark Brooks, pictured.
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