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Welcome!  
 
It is my pleasure to welcome you to Topeka, Kansas for the 
2025 Kansas Preservation Conference. 
 
Topeka holds a special place in many people’s hearts.  One 
way that is expressed is through our rich architectural tradition 
and built environment that you can find throughout our city.  
As the state capital, Topeka has hosted many important people 
and events that have shaped the path of Kansas through its 
history.  I hope that this conference will show you something 
new about Topeka.   

 
A friendly atmosphere like this will foster new ideas and insights into how we can 
better our historic towns and cities and preserve what is worth saving.  During your 
time here please take advantage of the sights and amenities that Topeka has to offer.  As 
you go from session to session during the conference please keep in mind why you are 
here and that the work that you do will have an impact on our communities across the 
state.   
 
Please explore all that this conference and Topeka has to offer.  You can visit one of our 
many historic districts to see how Topeka as a city has grown and changed over time 
through the different architectural styles of our residential houses and storefronts.  Our 
neighborhoods are unique, each one with its own story to tell.  Topeka is happy to 
welcome you, I hope you enjoy your time. 
 
Thank you again to everyone!  
 
Sincerely, 

  
Michael A. Padilla, 
Mayor of Topeka



Downtown Conference Locations
1. The Beacon

   420 SW 9th St

2. Kansas State Capitol

   SW 8th & SW Van Buren St

Cyrus K. Holliday Building

620 SE Madison St

3. Charles Curtis House

   1101 SW Topeka Blvd

Kansas Historical Society

(Location is NOT downtown)

6425 SW 6th Ave

4. Cyrus Hotel

   920 S Kansas Ave

Conference Tracks 

The 2025 Kansas Preservation Conference is 

designed to build the preservation community across 

the state of Kansas. Sessions include both broad and 

more specific. Attendees are welcome to attend any 

sessions of their choosing. We have organized general 

conference sessions as well as a community-focused 

track and a technical track.

Cultivating Community

This track will focus on issues facing our Main 

Street communities, local historic resource 

commissions, and general community advocates. 

Technical Preservation 

This track aims to highlight the practical 

side of preservation and philosophical ideas 

for consultants, building professionals, and 

interested parties alike. 



Full Schedule

Wednesday, May 7:

Registration and Conference Check In

9:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

The Beacon - Lobby

Main Street and Certified Local Government Workshop - AICP CM 1.00/AIA 1 L.U.

National Alliance of Preservation Commissions (NAPC) 

Ramona Bartos and Abigail Christman 

Expert trainers will present an NAPC Commission Assistance Mentoring Program 

(CAMP) on the legal basics of preservation, standards and guidelines for design 

review, identifying and designation historic resources, and implementing local 

preservation. Includes boxed lunch.

10:00 a.m. – 3:15 p.m.

Kansas State Capitol – Visitor Center Auditorium

Preservation via Maintenance: Wood Window Workshop

WoodWorks Restoration

Join the experts from WoodWorks Restoration for a historic wood window 

workshop.  In this session, participants will learn about the basic structure of, and 

the steps needed to maintain historic wood windows. This workshop will include 

demonstration of how to take apart a window, remove the failed glazing and glass, 

and reassemble it into a functioning window. Includes boxed lunch.

9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Cyrus K. Holliday Building

Kansas State Capitol Dome Tours

The tour includes the 296 steps to the top of the dome, up close views of the inner 

and outer domes, and a unique perspective of the City of Topeka. 

Opening Reception

Join us for a welcome reception in our newest Kansas State Historic Site, the Charles 

Curtis House. 

5 – 6:30 p.m.

Charles Curtis House



Thursday, May 8:

Registration and Conference Check In
8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
The Beacon - Lobby

Welcome & State of Preservation in Kansas
Mayor Michael Padilla, Welcome from City of 
Topeka
Patrick Zollner, Kansas Historical Society 
Update
Katrina Ringler, SHPO Update
8:30 a.m. – 9:15 a.m.
The Beacon – Dining Room

Break
9:15 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.
The Beacon – Dining Room

Shawnee Mission Park’s MCM Marina	 - 
AIA 1 L.U. / AICP CM 1.00
Janet Getz, SFS Architecture
Shawnee Mission Park Marina: The 
Rehabilitation of a local Googie Architecture 
Gem.
9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
The Beacon – Library Room

NAPC Messaging Guide - AICP CM 1.00
NAPC Instructor – Abigail Christman
Historic preservation values seems obvious 
to those of us who work, volunteer, and 
devote our time to saving historic places. 
The wealth of benefits include enjoying the 
innate charm of historic buildings and unique 
neighborhoods, maintaining a tangible link 
to a community’s past, stimulating economic 
activity, and practicing environmental 
sustainability. But those benefits aren’t 
obvious to everyone and when many 
hear the words “historic preservation,” 
their first thoughts are of obstacles rather 
than benefits. For a community to have 
an effective preservation movement, we 
must be able to convince property owners, 
elected officials, and other community 
members that the benefits outweigh any 
restrictions.

This session will share best practices 
for communication and community 
engagement, including practical tools, such 
as the NAPC Messaging Guide, to make your 
message more effective.
9:30 – 10:30 am
The Beacon – Library

Building Scanning 
- AIA 1 H.S.W. / AICP CM 1.00
Tom Harris, K-State Technology 
Development Institute
Building scanning with LIDAR is at the 
forefront of survey technology and is known 
as Digital Twin creation. This presentation 
will cover how the technology works to 
create dimensionally accurate 3D virtual 
models and how quickly it can scan both 
modern and historic buildings.  Additionally, 
the discussion will focus on how the 
resulting data can be used by architects and 
developers to begin the process of costing 
out updates or developing new conceptual 
building designs virtually.
10:30 – 11:30 a.m.
The Beacon – Dining Room

Wheel of Fortune – Finding Funds and 
Solving Building Issues - AICP CM 1.00
Heather Fuesz and Marilyn Brink
Preservation veterans share their 
experiences with big renovations in a small 
town. Spin the Wheel of Fortune and gather 
ideas for funding and resources to move 
your historic projects toward completion.
10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
10:30 – 11:30 am
The Beacon – Library

Keynote Luncheon - AICP CM 1.00
Andrew Gustafson, Johnson County Museum
Gustafson is the Curator of Interpretation 
at the Johnson County Museum. He will 
present on the museum’s 2022 special 
exhibit, Redlined: Cities, Suburbs, and 
Segregation to explore how redlining 
impacted communities locally and nationally. 
Includes box lunch.
11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
The Beacon – Dining Room



Topeka African American 
History Bus Tour - AICP CM 1.00
The African American Historical Sites Bus 
Tour is a powerful way to educate and 
inspire people of all ages and backgrounds 
about African Americans in Topeka, KS while 
also acknowledging the contributions of 
African Americans to this community. The 
tour provides a valuable learning opportunity 
for visitors to deepen their understanding of 
the African American community and build 
bridges across different cultures.
1:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Kansas State Capitol – North Circle Drive 

Leveraging Technology for Survey 
and Assessment - AIA 1 H.S.W. / AICP CM 
1.00
Julia Manglitz, Quinn Evans
Historic resource survey and condition 
assessment, foundational for design 
work, generate volumes of data. The use 
of smartphone and tablet apps have the 
potential to alter long-standing techniques 
for conducting these activities. A small 
number of these apps can be used to 
translate data directly into contract 
documents. See how technology can be 
leveraged to inform and document design 
decisions.
1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.
The Beacon – Dining Room

Kansas Natural Stone Reclamation/Reuse - 
AIA 1 H.S.W. / AICP CM 1.00
Lucas Lackey and Sam Morrissey, Silverdale 
Stone
Silverdale Quality Stone team will present 
unique ways to reclaim/preserve/reuse 
Kansas Limestone on building structures. 
Seeing an uptick in historic building 
renovations in Kansas, the presenters will 
share knowledge of the nature of stone 
and how it can be used in renovation 
applications. 
2:00 - 3:00 p.m.
The Beacon – Dining Room

KSHS Behind the Scenes Tours – History 
Museum and Archives 
(Transportation not provided)
Dr. Sarah Bell, Museum and Education 
Division Director
Megan Burton, State Archivist
3:30 p.m. - 4:30 pm
Kansas Historical Society – Meet at entrance 
to State Archives
Kansas Historical Society

An Evening with Cheap Old Houses – Open 
to the Public - AICP CM 1.00
Elizabeth and Ethan Finkelstein
Join us for an inspiring and entertaining 
evening celebrating the beauty, history, and 
potential of “Cheap Old Houses”! This event 
offers a unique opportunity to connect with 
fellow old-home enthusiasts. Exclusive books 
will be for sale. 
7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. (Doors open at 6:30 
p.m.)
The Beacon – Auditorium Theater 

• 2026 Save the Date • 
See you in Wichita!



Friday, May 9:
Registration and Conference Check In
8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
The Beacon - Lobby

Lessons Learned the Hard Way: Tax Credits 
- AIA 1 L.U. /  AICP CM 1.00
Alison Dunleavy, Postoak Preservation 
Solutions
We have seen it all - clients, contractors, 
consultants, who have innocently (and not 
so innocently) jeopardized millions in historic 
tax credits. Join us for an entertaining and 
irreverent session on what NOT to do if you 
want to emerge successful in the historic 
tax credit experience. This session promises 
practical experience based on real life 
situations. 
8:30 - 9:30 am
The Beacon – Library

Preservation and Social Media
Moderator: Christopher Leitch, KSHS SHPO
Anna King, Here This is You blog
Robert McLaughlin, KS Modern
Christine Steinkuehler, Topeka History Geeks
How do you get people interested in historic 
places? Join folks who work in the history 
realm of social media for a discussion 
moderated by Christopher Leitch from the 
SHPO.
8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
The Beacon – Dining Room

Break
9:30 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.
The Beacon – Dining Room

Preservation Plan for a Modern Icon - 
McAfee Pool House, Wichita KS 
AIA 1 H.S.W. / AICP CM 1.00
Vance Kelley, Treanor
Black architects helped shape the modernist 
movement with creative designs. Yet their 
contributions are overlooked and most 
remain invisible today. The 1968 Wichita 
McAdams Pool facility designed by Black 
architect Charles McAfee and built of 
exposed concrete is an excellent example 
worthy of further investigation. Its unique 
story and historical context will influence its 
plan for preservation.

9:45 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.
The Beacon – Dining Room

AI Applications in Preservation: From 
Scope to Bid - AIA 1 H.S.W. / AICP CM 1.00
Zach Beall, Executive Director of Operations, 
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Kansas City, 
MO
This session introduces the evolution 
and current landscape of AI tools before 
delving into their practical applications 
in preservation work, including scope 
development, contractor selection, 
approvals, bidding, and RFP processes. 
Learn how to leverage AI to enhance 
efficiency, accuracy, and decision-making, 
ultimately leading to more successful 
preservation outcomes.
9:45 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.
The Beacon – Library

Closing Plenary - Preservation Advocacy - 
AIA 1 L.U.	
Moderator: Katrina Ringler, KSHS Cultural 
Resources Division Director
Terry Humphrey, Friends of Historic 
Preservation
Christy Davis, Consultant/Advocate
Congressman Russ Carnahan, President of 
Preservation Action
What does the future hold and how 
can we convince decision-makers that 
historic preservation is the best path? Join 
experienced preservation advocates for 
a discussion on preservation policy and 
advocacy into the future.
10:45 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.
The Beacon – Dining Room

Kansas Preservation Alliance Annual 
Awards and Luncheon
Kansas Preservation Alliance is passionate 
about recognizing exceptional efforts in 
historic preservation across Kansas. This 
event will shine a spotlight on noteworthy 
projects from the past year. Includes buffet 
luncheon.
12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.
The Beacon - Ballroom


