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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The City of Pittsburg contracted Stantec Consulting Services, Inc. (Stantec) in January of 2023 to 
complete an intensive-level historic resources survey of a select area adjacent to Broadway Street (St) in 
the downtown core of Pittsburg, Kansas, as recommended by a 2019 historic resources survey of 
Broadway St. Two rectangular sections bounded by 10th St to the north, Locust St to the east, Rose St to 
the south, and Pine St to the west comprise the surveyed blocks. The survey area is adjacent to the east 
and west sides of the 2019 survey area and excludes properties previously surveyed in that effort. The 
2019 survey area included buildings on Broadway St and from 11th St to the north and Euclid St to the 
south. The objective of this survey effort was to identify individual historic resources and districts that may 
be eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).  

Ninety-seven parcels comprise the survey area. Stantec historians documented 82 parcels with built 
resources. Of the 82 parcels, 77 have one or more historic-age (constructed in or before 1973) resources, 
and five have nonhistoric-age resources. Fifteen properties in the survey area are vacant without features 
and some were occupied by features such as nonhistoric-age parking lots; these were not documented. 
Of the documented historic-age resources, 42.35 percent have a historic commercial function and 21.18 
percent are low-density, residential properties. Other resources documented in the survey include 
educational, religious, high-density residential properties, properties not in use, and properties related to 
industry or health care. 

As a result of the survey, no new properties are recommended individually eligible for listing in the NRHP, 
and one potential historic district was identified. One surveyed property, the Besse Hotel at 121 E 4th St 
was previously individually listed on the NRHP in 2008 and is included in the Fourth and Broadway 
Historic District, which was listed in 2016. The entire survey area was evaluated for its potential as a 
historic district; however, the resources within the survey boundary do not collectively retain sufficient 
integrity for a NRHP-eligible district.  

Additionally, Stantec analyzed the results of the 2019 downtown historic resources survey and combined 
them with the results of the 2023 Off-Broadway survey (provided in this report) to identify a potential 
NRHP-eligible district unified by commercial and architectural associations. As a result, Stantec 
recommends one district eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A for Commerce with a period of 
significance from ca. 1885 to 1973 and under Criterion C for Architecture with a period of significance 
dating from ca. 1885 to 1973. The district is significant at the local level. The district boundary is irregular. 
It generally stretches the length of Broadway St from 11th St to Euclid St, encompassing approximately six 
full city blocks and four half city blocks. In total the district comprises 110 contributing resources of 173 
total resources (Figure 25; Appendix A.4). No other subsets of resources from the survey area were 
identified as constituting a potential historic district. 

This report provides survey methodology, including an overview of the NRHP; a review of historic 
research; fieldwork summary; a historic context and analysis of architectural styles in the survey area; 
survey results and observations; and recommendations. The data collected as part of this survey was 



  x 

 

entered onto intensive-level survey forms in the Kansas Historic Resources Inventory database. An 
Appendices include a table of the surveyed resources that includes historic function, architectural style, 
dates of construction for each resource, and recommended contributing/noncontributing status for each 
resource; survey maps; and a table of the resources included in the recommended-eligible historic district 
that includes historic function, architectural style, dates of construction for each resource, and 
recommended contributing/noncontributing status.  
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ACRONYMS / ABBREVIATIONS 
AGOL ArcGIS Online 

ca. Circa 

HPF Historic Preservation Fund 

HRS Historic Resource Survey 

KHRI Kansas Historic Resources Inventory 

GIS Geographic Information Systems 

NR National Register (generally refers to NRHP nomination documents) 

NRHP National Register of Historic Places 
NPS National Park Service 

SHPO State Historic Preservation Office (Kansas Historical Society) 
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS1 
Area of Significance The person, theme, activity, event, or construction phase to which a building or 

resource is associated, and from which an NRHP-eligible resource draws its 
significance  

Form (Architectural) Shape of a building; defined by characteristics like plan, height, and massing 

Historic-Age Resources that are 50 years old or older at the time of survey 

National Register of Historic Places A federally maintained, honorific list of historic resources significant to our 
collective history in the United States 

Parcel Legally defined piece of real estate; may also be referred to as a “lot” 

Period of Significance The time period during which a property is associated with events, activities, or 
persons that contribute to its historic significance 

Resource A building, structure, object, or site 

State Historic Preservation Office The office responsible for the preservation of historic resources in each state 
and territory in the United States, as well as the District of Columbia; a State 
Historic Preservation Officer is appointed to oversee the office. In Kansas, the 
Kansas Historical Society functions as the State Historic Preservation Office 

Style (Architectural) Design expressed through detailing, materials, shape, and other decorative 
elements 

 

 

1 Terminology in this report is based on standards set by the National Park Service and can be further referenced in 
“National Park Bulletin 15: How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation” (2002). 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

The historic commercial core of Pittsburg, 
Kansas, is centered on Broadway Street (St), a 
north-south corridor that extends through the 
original town plat. In 2019, a reconnaissance-
level historic resources survey was conducted of 
resources on the east and west sides of 
Broadway St between 11th St at the north end 
and Euclid St at the south end. The report 
identified the entire survey area as eligible for the 
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) as a 
district. It also recommended additional survey 
“off-Broadway” to the east and west on adjacent 
Broadway cross streets.   

In January 2023, the City of Pittsburg (City) 
retained Stantec to conduct an intensive-level 
historic resource survey (HRS) of 97 properties, 
77 of which contained one or more historic-age 
resources, in the areas just off Broadway St as 
identified for further survey by the previous 2019 
historic reconnaissance survey. Per the project’s 
Request for Proposals, the previous report 
recommended a closer analysis of streets 
intersecting Broadway to provide updated 
documentation and recommendations for 
individual resources or districts that may be 
eligible for historic designation (Section 5). This 
survey effort consists of two rectangular sections 
to the east and west of Broadway St that 
encompass approximately 32 acres, exclusive of 
the central 2019 survey area. The eastern 
rectangle is bounded by East (E) 10th St to the 
north, N Locust St to the east, E Rose St to the 
south, and the alley between N Broadway St and 
N Locust St on the west. The western rectangle 
is bounded by W 10th St to the north, N Pine ST 
to the west, W Rose St to the south and the alley 
between N Broadway St and N Pine St to the east (Figure 1). In coordination with the City, a survey 
cutoff date of 1973, 50 years from the date of survey, was selected. Any resources constructed in 1973 or 

 

Figure 1. Map showing the Off-Broadway survey area and 
the 2019 historic resources survey area. Source: Google, 
map annotated by Stantec, 2023. 

 

 

Legend 

 

 

Off-Broadway 
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before were considered historic age. Resources previously documented in a 2019 survey, located on N 
and S Broadway Street between 11th St and Euclid St, were excluded.  

The Off-Broadway survey area includes a mix of residential, educational, religious, civic, and commercial 
properties constructed between 1890 and 2010. The downtown district includes several late-nineteenth 
through early twentieth century commercial blocks, the circa 1911 Romanesque Revival First 
Presbyterian Church, and single-family residences from the late-nineteenth century through early 
twentieth century set along tree-lined streets. The architectural styles of the residential areas on the 
northern blocks on the east and west sides of the survey area, represent the early character of the 
community. Newer development, while minimal, is typically commercial and is mostly observed in the 
southern parts of the survey area. Some former commercial buildings are now engaged in an educational 
function, and some former religious facilities are currently vacant.  

The scope of this historic resource survey included: 

- Development of a historic context and analysis of architectural styles in the survey area; 

- Intensive-level survey of 80 properties in the Off-Broadway survey area, as identified in the 2019 
HRS of the neighborhood, and refined by the City and Stantec; 

- Recommendation of resources that are individually eligible for historic designation; 

- Recommendation of areas that may constitute a historic district and determination of which 
properties are contributing and noncontributing; 

- Recommendation of a period of significance and area of significance for any potential historic 
designations; and 

- A survey map of the recommendations 

In total, 97 parcels were documented in the Off-Broadway survey area; 77 of which contained one or 
more historic-age resources totaling 80 documented historic-age resources, including one resource that 
was previously recorded but has since been demolished. Most historic-age resources are sited on 
separate parcels. Three parcels each contained two historic-age resources. Each of these resources 
were recorded on individual survey forms. Five nonhistoric-age resources were also documented on 
individual survey forms. The survey report and accompanying data is an inventory of 85 historic-age and 
nonhistoric-age resources within the area generally recommended by the 2019 Historic Resources 
Survey of Broadway St. The purpose of the survey is to document all properties within the selected 
survey area as shown on Figure 1 and make recommendations for individual or district NRHP eligibility.  

Stantec historians conducted kickoff meetings, fieldwork, and research at local repositories in March 
2023. Each historic-age resource was photo-documented, and information about architectural style, year 
of construction, integrity, and alterations was recorded in the field. Nonhistoric-age resources and 
secondary resources associated with nonhistoric-age resources were noted on the record of the 
associated historic-age resource but were not individually recorded. Table 1, Table 2, Table 3, Table 4, 
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Table 5, and Table 6 summarize resources documented in the survey. Data analysis was recorded on 
survey maps and input onto intensive-level survey inventory forms in the Kansas Historic Resource 
Inventory (KHRI) database for each historic-age resource. 

Stantec evaluated each of the surveyed resources for their eligibility for individual listing in the NRHP. As 
a result of the survey, no historic-age resources (not previously listed individually in the NRHP) from the 
survey area are recommended eligible for individual listing in the NRHP. No resource determined to be 
built after the 1973 historic-age cutoff date was identified as having achieved significance within the last 
fifty years (NRHP Criteria Consideration G).  

One surveyed property, the Besse Hotel at 121 E 4th St was previously individually listed on the NRHP in 
2008 and is included in the Fourth and Broadway Historic District, listed in the same year. No change is 
recommended to its NRHP status. 

The entire Off-Broadway survey area was also evaluated for its potential to be eligible as a NRHP historic 
district. The entire survey area did not collectively retain sufficient integrity for a NRHP-eligible district. 
One NRHP-eligible district, centrally located within the survey area and composed of a subset of 36 
resources of the 85 documented resources, was identified. The historic district is recommended eligible 
for the NRHP under Criterion A for Commerce with a period of significance from ca. 1890 to 1973 and 
under Criterion C for Architecture with a period of significance dating from ca. 1890 to 1973. The district is 
significant at the local level. The district’s boundary is irregular. On the west the boundary stretches on 
Pine St roughly from 7th St in the north to a point between 2nd and 3rd Streets on the south, and the alley 
between Broadway St and Pine St on the east. On the east the boundary stretches on Locust St roughly 
from 7th St in the north to 4th St on the south and the alley between Broadway St and Locust St on the 
west. No other subsets of resources from the survey area were identified as constituting a potential 
historic district.  

This report describes the methodology for the survey, the historic context of the survey area, survey 
results, and recommendations. 

This survey was funded in part by the Kansas State Historical Preservation Office and adheres to 
standards for historic resources surveys set by the Kansas State Historical Society and the National Park 
Services. Christi Yockey, Community Development Specialist with the City of Pittsburg, served as point of 
contact from the City through this survey. 
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2 SURVEY METHODOLOGY 

Stantec developed a methodology for this survey based on standards set by the National Park Service 
(NPS) and guidelines for historic resources surveys recommended by the Kansas Historical Society, the 
Kansas State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO). Each member of the Stantec History team involved in 
this project is a professional who meets or exceeds the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional 
Qualification Standards for Architectural History. Approaches to research, survey, and evaluation were 
determined at the onset of the project and were adhered to throughout. 

2.1 NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES OVERVIEW 

This section provides a summary of the NRHP program criteria for 
evaluation that was applied to resources surveyed during evaluation. 

The NRHP is a federal list of historic resources deemed worthy of 
preservation for their historical significance. The list is administered by 
the National Park Service, and inclusion in the list is an honorary 
designation bestowed upon properties that meet registration criteria. 
In general, for a resource to be deemed eligible for inclusion in the 
NRHP, it must be at least 50 years old and must possess historic 
significance and integrity.2 Both individual properties and districts can 
be listed in the NRHP. For more information, reference National 
Register of Historic Places (U.S. National Park Service) (nps.gov). 

 

 

2 Patrick W. Andrus and Rebecca H. Shrimpton, National Register Bulletin 15: How to Apply the National Register 
Criteria for Evaluation (U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, Cultural Resources, National Register 
of Historic Places, 1995). 

Resource 

Throughout this report, 
“resource” is a term applied to 
any building, structure, site, or 
object documented as part of 
the survey. 

Historic Resource 

In general, “historic resource” is 
a term applied to any resource 
that is at least 50 years old 
from the date of survey.  

Historic-Age 

The survey cut-off date is 1973, 
50 years from the survey 
fieldwork in 2023. All resources 
constructed in or before 1973 
are considered historic age. 

HISTORIC 
RESOURCES 

Figure 2. Intersection of Locust and E 8th Streets. Source: Stantec, 2023. 

https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/index.htm
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2.1.1 CRITERIA FOR AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

To determine the area/s of significance, the NPS has established four criteria under which a property may 
be significant; a resource must possess significance under at least one criterion to be listed in the NRHP. 
The four criteria are: 

Criterion A Properties associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 
broad patterns of our history. 

Criterion B Properties associated with the lives of persons significant to our past. 

Criterion C Properties that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method 
of construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high 
artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components may lack individual distinction. 

Criterion D Properties that have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to 
prehistory or history. 

Area of significance refers to “a property’s contributions to the broader patterns of American history, 
architecture, archeology, engineering, or culture.”3 Properties may be significant at a local, state, or 
national level, depending on the area of significance. Nationally significant historic resources are 
considered National Historic Landmarks. 

2.1.2 INTEGRITY 

For a historic resource to be determined eligible for the NRHP, it must retain sufficient historic integrity, as 
defined by seven categories, to convey its significance.4 All seven aspects of integrity do not need to be 
present for a property to be eligible for the 
NRHP if the overall sense of a past time and 
place is evident. The level of integrity required 
for NRHP eligibility is also different for each of 
the four NRHP Criteria of Significance. For 
example, a property eligible under Criterion C 
should retain the aspects of integrity linked to 
physical qualities (design, materials, and 

 

 

3Linda Flint McClelland, National Register Bulletin 16A: How to Complete the National Register Registration Form 
(U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, Cultural Resources, National Register of Historic Places, 
1997). 
4 McClelland, Bulletin 16A. 

7 ASPECTS OF INTEGRITY 

For the NRHP, the seven aspects of integrity are: 

• Location 
• Association 
• Materials 
• Design  
• Workmanship 
• Feeling 
• Setting 
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workmanship) to a higher degree than one that is eligible for its historical associations (Criterion A or B). 
However, a property that is eligible for its historical associations (Criterion A or B) should still possess 
sufficient physical integrity to be recognizably associated with the time or era in which it attained 
significance. Exterior alterations visible from the public right-of-way affect the integrity of a resource. 
Design, materials, and workmanship are the aspects of integrity that are most commonly diminished as a 
result of alterations like storefront alterations; replacement siding, windows, or entryways. 

2.1.3 PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE 

NRHP nominations must establish a “period of significance.” According to the NPS, a period of 
significance is “the length of time when a property was associated with important events, activities, or 
persons, or attained the characteristics which qualify it for National Register listing.”5 For individual 
properties significant under Criterion C for Architecture, the POS is typically the date of construction. For 
districts or properties that are eligible under other criteria where the significance may span a period of 
time, the POS may be a date range. NPS allows that 50 years ago may be “used as the closing date for 
periods of significance where activities begun historically continued to have importance and no more 
specific date can be defined to end the historic period.”6 

2.1.4 NRHP DISTRICTS 

An NRHP district is a set of resources that are grouped together because they share a historic context. 
NRHP districts must demonstrate that there are enough properties within it that can convey the historic 
significance of the district. Furthermore, the resources within a proposed district must retain sufficient 
integrity to convey their significance. Therefore, each building within a district is classified as “contributing” 
or “noncontributing.” To be classified as a contributing resource, it must have been built within the POS 
and retain integrity (as previously discussed). Noncontributing buildings may have been: (1) built within 
the POS of the district but do not retain their historic character due to alterations, or (2) built after the POS 
of the district. Although there is no set requirement, successful NRHP District nominations typically 
encompass areas that are at least one block face in length with at least 50 percent of the resources within 
the boundary classified as contributing. 

2.2 HISTORICAL RESEARCH 

NPS recommends that a historic context be developed for a documented area or property to understand 
major trends and building types. This chronological context assists with evaluating the historic 

 

 

5 National Park Service, 1986, 40. 
6 National Park Service, 1986, 42. 
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significance of a property in relation to surrounding historic resources. At the beginning of the project, 
Stantec conducted a literature review to understand Pittsburg’s history as it relates to settlement patterns, 
building types, and construction methods. Consequently, a historic context was developed (Section 3.1) 
to help the survey team identify and evaluate the historic-age resources within the project area for NRHP 
eligibility. The sources consulted included NRHP nominations, historical maps, library resources, and 
previous surveys.  

2.2.1 HISTORICAL MAP AND AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH RESOURCES  

Stantec referenced a variety of historical maps and aerial 
imagery to assist with determining year-built dates for 
buildings, the identification of modifications, and historic 
function. These resources included historical plat maps, 
Sanborn maps, and aerial photographs.  

Sanborn Fire Insurance maps are hand-drawn maps created 
between the mid-nineteenth and mid-twentieth centuries by 
fire insurance companies to assess insurance liability (Figure 
3). They provide valuable information like the general 
footprint of a building; approximate address; and features 
such as number of stories, inclusion of porches, building 
material, and function. Notably, Sanborn maps were not 
drawn to scale and were not intended to be used for urban 
planning purposes; therefore, addresses, function, scale, and 
location have variable accuracy. Furthermore, the available 
Sanborn maps had a limited geographic scope and did not 
include all resources that were surveyed in this project. Several 
properties were outside of Sanborn map coverage for some of 
the map years. Stantec historians referenced Sanborn maps in 
this survey and cross-referenced the information when possible. 

Specific property addresses often change over the course of 
time and aerial images were used in conjunction with Sanborn 
maps to verify exact locations of buildings. Stantec historians 
also referenced aerial photographs to date buildings and identify 
alterations. Aerial images from 1991 to present are available 
through Google Earth and were referenced to identify recent 
modifications and new construction. Available historical aerial 

SANBORN FIRE 
INSURANCE MAPS 

Available Sanborn maps 
referenced by Stantec for this 
project were from the years: 

• 1885 
• 1892 
• 1897 
• 1902 
• 1905 
• 1913 

Figure 3. 1897 Sanborn Map of a portion of 
the survey area. Source: Library of 
Congress. 
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photographs referenced in this project included imagery from 1956, 1958, 1977, and 1981.7  

2.2.2 RESEARCH RESOURCES 

In addition to familiarity with the general history of Pittsburg from the scholarly publications and primary 
source materials for major trends in history, architecture, and community development, the Stantec team 
identified the following sources for developing the historic context:  

Periodicals and Publications 

− Issues of the Pittsburg newspapers at Newspaperarchive.com and Newspapers.com, including: 

o Pittsburg Advertiser  

o The Smelter 

o Pittsburg Daily Headlight 

o Pittsburg Kansan 

− Publications: 

o Besse Hotel NRHP nomination (Rosin Preservation 2008) 

o Fourth and Broadway District NRHP nomination (Harries and Sheals 2016)  

o Kansas: A Cyclopedia of State History, Embracing Events, Institutions, Industries, 
Counties, Cities, Towns, Prominent Persons, Etc. (Blackmar, 1912) 

o History of the State of Kansas (Cutler, 1883) 

Historical Maps and Aerials 

− Sanborn maps from 1885, 1892, 1897, 1902, 1905, and 1913 (University of Kansas Libraries 
Digital Collections and Library of Congress) 

− Historical topographic maps (U.S. Geological Survey) 

− High resolution historic aerial images from 1956, 1958, 1977, 1981, 1991, 2002-2020 (U.S. 
Geological Survey, GoogleEarthPro, and Historicaerials.com) 

Digital Collections 

− Digital collections from the Kansas Historical Society and the University of Kansas 

− Register of Historic Kansas Places database (Kansas Historical Society) 

− Digital collections from the Pittsburg Kansas Memories website  

 

 

7 Nationwide Environmental Title Research (NETR), Crawford County, 1956, Aerial Image; U.S. Geological Survey, 
Crawford County, 1958, Aerial Image; U.S. Geological Survey, Crawford County, 1977, Aerial Image; Nationwide 
Environmental Title Research (NETR), Crawford County, 1981, Aerial Image. 
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Previous Reports and Deeds 

− 2019 Historic Resources Survey of Broadway Street survey report (Ben Moore Studio and Davis 
Preservation 2019) 

Local Repositories 

During fieldwork, the Stantec survey team conducted research at local repositories. Repositories 
contacted or visited include:  

− The Axe Library at Pittsburg State University 

− The Pittsburg Public Library 

2.2.3 EXISTING DESIGNATED RESOURCES 

Existing nominations for state and federal historic designation of historic resources were also reviewed as 
part of this survey effort. There is one resource in the survey area that is individually listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. This same resource is also part of a separate historic district.  

− The Besse Hotel (121 E 4th St): Listed to the NR in 20008 under Criterion A for Commerce and 
Criterion C for Architecture with a 1927-1957 Period of Significance  

− Fourth and Broadway Historic District (410-424 N Broadway E 4th St and 121 E 4th St): Listed to 
the NR in 2016 under Criterion A for Commerce and Criterion C for Architecture with a 1886-1966 
Period of Significance 

No resources within Pittsburg are listed on the Register of Historic Kansas Places.  

2.3 FIELDWORK 

The following section describes the methodology used for this survey. The survey component of the 
project involved three main tasks: (1) fieldwork preparation, (2) on-the-ground fieldwork activities, and (3) 
post-field data processing and evaluation.  

2.3.1 FIELDWORK PREPARATION 

Stantec commenced project coordination with the City of Pittsburg in March 2023 and subsequently 
began the process of preparing for fieldwork. Stantec held kick-off meetings with the City of Pittsburg staff 
and staff from the Kansas Historical Society in March 2023 to verify the project scope and methodology. 
For this survey, Stantec historians worked with the City of Pittsburg to select a cut-off date of 1973 
(inclusive of 1973), 50 years from the time of survey, for historic-age resources. Per the contract, Stantec 
agreed to document 80 resources within the section of Pittsburg, as defined through coordination with the 
City of Pittsburg and the Kansas SHPO. An initial survey area provided by the City was narrowed to 
include around 80 properties between the easternmost (Locust St) and westernmost (Pine St) parallel 
streets to Broadway St and on all perpendicular streets between 10th St and Rose St (Figure 1).  

2.3.1.1 REVIEW RESEARCH AND DOCUMENTATION 

https://www.kshs.org/resource/national_register/nominationsNRDB/Crawford_BesseHotelNR.pdf
https://www.kshs.org/resource/national_register/nominationsNRDB/KS_CrawfordCounty_Fourth&BroadwayHistoricDistrictNR.pdf
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As a first step, the Stantec project team reviewed the 2019 historic resources survey of Broadway St and 
the data for historic resources in the survey area that had been uploaded into the KHRI interactive map 
on the Kansas Historical Society website. Additionally, NRHP and Kansas State Register historic 
designation nominations for resources within and adjacent to the survey area were reviewed.  

2.3.1.2 CONTEXT OUTLINE 

After reviewing existing documentation of the area, the team developed a historic context to assist with 
evaluating resources. The areas of commerce, community planning and development, education, religion, 
and architecture were initially identified to develop a historic context and analysis of architectural styles by 
which to evaluate the historical significance of each property and to prepare for fieldwork. 

2.3.1.3 COORDINATION AND PUBLIC OUTREACH 

In collaboration with the City, Stantec prepared an introduction letter to share with curious citizens 
encountered during fieldwork and also supplied a digital copy to the City for distribution by mail or other 
methods to property owners in the survey area in advance of field work. The letter included a summary of 
the project, and City and Stantec contact information for citizens to ask questions or provide information 
regarding the history of properties within the survey area. 

2.3.1.4 DEVELOP SURVEY MAPS 

After surveying previous survey reports and maps of Pittsburg, Stantec historians reviewed high-
resolution historic aerial images of the survey area. GIS data was provided by the City, including parcel 
lines, addresses, and building footprints. By comparing historic aerial imagery of each property in the 
survey area to current aerial photograph, Stantec was able to make preliminary determinations of vacant 
parcels, historic-age resources (constructed in or before 1973), and nonhistoric-age resources. A survey 
identification number (or “Sequence #”) was assigned to each resource, and a set of field maps was 
created. 

Stantec developed the field maps into a project database to mirror the KHRI database and linked it to a 
tablet-based data collection platform to use in the field to input data. Tablets were also loaded with digital 
field maps containing information and data to facilitate an organized and efficient survey effort. The map 
included Assessor Office data, including the parcel lines for each property, the address, and the earliest 
construction date for each parcel (always verified in the field). A location data point was assigned to each 
building in the survey area. The database was also pre-populated with basic property information 
including address, legal description, year built, and source for date of construction. Stantec historians 
conducted careful desktop review of the map to understand the broad patterns of development in the 
survey area and Pittsburg and changes to the survey area over time.  

2.3.2 FIELD SURVEY 

In March 2023, a professional historian (Kory Van Hemert) photo-documented the resources in the survey 
area from the public right-of-way and entered information about each resource into the forms mirroring 
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the KHRI database. The “Sequence” number assigned to each resource by Stantec is also included in 
GIS data provided to the City of Pittsburg at the completion of this project. 

At least two photographs were taken of each historic-age (built in or before 1973) resource. Ancillary 
buildings were recorded separately only if they were notable in terms of size, style, or age. A 
commonplace detached garage or shed was photographed when visible from the right-of-way, and the 
photo was included in the record of the primary resource on the parcel. When a parcel included more 
than one resource and each resource was documented with an individual inventory form, an alphabetical 
character was appended to the Sequence number. For example, the main house and freestanding 
carriage house on parcel number 55555 would be designated as 55555A and 55555B, respectively. 

The surveyor made notes regarding information obtained from neighbors and members of the public 
encountered during the survey, including construction dates for buildings and neighborhood history. 
Historical information provided by citizens during fieldwork about a property was noted, confirmed through 
research when possible, and incorporated into the forms and/or context as appropriate. 

To document the properties in the survey area, data was collected using an iPad, allowing survey data to 
directly upload into the project’s database and connect to our digital map. Data collected for each 
resource included all the fields in the KHRI database, plus additional surveyor notes to facilitate 
finalization of the form and an NRHP assessment. The surveyor referenced the previous survey data 
when applicable but made independent judgements and collected new information. Properties 
documented on iPads would display as “complete” on the digital map and the survey data and 
photographs were backed up to the Stantec server. All work was completed from the right-of-way. 

In accordance with Historic Preservation Fund (HPF) survey requirements, Stantec collected a minimum 
of two, color digital photographs showing each visible façade of the building or structure, as well as at 
least one photograph of each visible outbuilding. Photographs were appropriately framed so that building 
details can be seen and minimal visual intrusions are present. Surveyors also collected representative 
streetscape photographs throughout the survey area (4.1.1). All images are in color digital format with a 
minimum of 2200x1500 pixels and collected as TIFFs for submission to the SHPO.  

2.3.3 POST-FIELD PROCESSING AND EVALUATION 

Following the completion of fieldwork, photographs were loaded into the Filemaker Pro database with at 
least two photographs per record. The data that had been entered in the tablets during fieldwork was 
reviewed for accuracy and completeness by the historians. To confirm the existence of alterations, 
historians primarily relied on professional judgment, as well as Google StreetView, aerial imagery, 
Sanborn maps, and literary sources, and, when available, comparison to historical photos. For year-built 
dates, several sources were used to supplement professional judgment: aerial imagery, Sanborn maps, 
previous surveys, newspaper articles, and other printed sources. Records were further updated to reflect 
any new historical information uncovered during post-field processing.  

After categorizing the surveyed properties by use, type, form, and style, and documenting materials, 
alterations, and current designations, Stantec historians made recommendations regarding NRHP 
individual and/or historic district designation potential, as described in Section 5, and uploaded the data 
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into the KHRI database. See Appendix A.1 for a table of the surveyed resources and Appendix A.2 for 
the survey maps.  
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3 HISTORICAL SUMMARY AND ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

A historic context informs the 
identification of individually eligible, 
contributing, and noncontributing 
resources and of collections of 
resources that may comprise an 
eligible historic district. The historic 
context prepared for the surveyed 
area of downtown Pittsburg 
documents the development of a 
section of the commercial core and 
an adjacent residential 
neighborhood relative to the late-
nineteenth and early- to mid-
twentieth century growth of the city 
of Pittsburg. Using research from a 
general literature review and 
analysis of historic maps and aerial 
photographs, the context 
addresses growth spurts or declines, years of substantial construction, and commercial and residential 
development. Potential areas of significance related to resources in the survey area – commerce, 
architecture, religion, education, and social history – were also identified and are discussed in the context. 
Additionally, the latter part of this section provides an analysis of architectural trends documented in the 
survey area. A history of styles, based on Virginia McAlester’s A Field Guide to American Houses (revised 
2015), has been developed and organized by era of architectural trend. 

Following guidance for this HRS and NPS guidelines, this context provides themes related to resources in 
the survey area and provides a standard historical background of the development of the downtown 
commercial core of the City of Pittsburg, rather than a comprehensive history of the City. The narrative 
provides potential areas of significance with which to evaluate the eligibility of historic-age resources. This 
historic context may also serve as the foundation for a future NRHP nomination by not only documenting 
the history of the area, but also analyzing that history within a broader context, an essential component 
for making NRHP recommendations.  

 

 

 

  

Figure 4. Ca. 1935 photograph of 7th St and Pine St looking east in the survey 
area. Source: Pittsburg Kansas Memories website. 
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3.1 HISTORIC CONTEXT 

Pittsburg, Kansas, was established in 1876 as a byproduct of the Joplin and Girard rail line through the 
area. Zinc mining investors E. R. Moffatt and John B. Sergeant devised the endeavor to supply the fuel 
from the substantial coal fields of the area to zinc smelting operations in nearby industrial towns like 

Figure 5. Detail of 1886 plat map showing Pittsburg at platted with the original town plat, and the First and Third Additions in 
the survey area; survey area outlined in blue. Source: Kansas Memory website, Everts, L.H. & Co., 1886; map annotated by 
Stantec. 
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Joplin, Missouri, and LaSalle, Illinois.8 Colonel Edwin E. Brown, construction head of the Joplin to Girard 
railroad line, surveyed and platted the town (Figure 5). The railroad line was sold to the St. Louis & San 
Francisco Company in 1880.9 Shortly after the Joplin to Girard line was built, a line of the Kansas City, 
Fort Scott & Gulf Railroad connected to the town. In 1912 Pittsburg was the junction of four railways.10 
Although coal production was present and existed prior to the establishment of the town, the railway 
connections facilitated the extraction of surface and substrate coal deposits.11 Robert Lanyon, a zinc 
miner and smelter, further spurred the growth of Pittsburg by moving his zinc production works closer to 
the town and its coal, a necessary fuel source. The relocation increased efficiency in the zinc production, 
which produced an influx of industrial activity and substantial growth in Pittsburg.12 In 1890, Pittsburg, 
founded only 14 years prior, was boasting itself as the largest zinc smelting town in the world.13  

The population of Pittsburg grew through the end of the century, and the town platted new areas to 
accommodate its growth. In 1884, the population was at 4,000 people which increased to 6,697 people in 
1890, and 10,112 people in 1900.14  Forty acres, likely the First Addition, were platted in Pittsburg in 
1880, and another 40 acres were platted again in 1882, likely the Second Addition.15 The survey area is 
primarily within the original town plat, but also includes portions to the north that are part of the First and 
Third Additions. Both the First and Third Additions were platted by 1886.16  Early development was 
concentrated at the core of the original town plat with a focus of commercial activity. The northern First 
and Third additions within the survey area skewed towards early residential development.   

3.1.1 DEVELOPMENT OF THE CITY OF PITTSBURG 

Pittsburg, Kansas, as surveyed and platted by Colonel Brown, is oriented on a north/south axis with 
commercial development centered on the original town plat at the intersection of now east-west W 4th St 

 

 

8 Andrea Herries and Debbie Sheals, "Fourth and Broadway Historic District, Pittsburg, Crawford County, Kansas," 
Kansas Historical Society (2016). 
9 Herries and Sheals, "National Register of Historic Places Designation"; Frank W. Blackmar, Kansas: A Cyclopedia 
of State History, Embracing Events, Institutions, Industries, Counties, Cities, Towns, Prominent Persons, Etc., Vol. 2 
(Standard Publishing Company, 1912). 
10 Blackmar, Kansas: A Cyclopedia of State History, Embracing Events, Institutions, Industries, Counties, Cities, 
Towns, Prominent Persons, Etc., Vol. 2. 
11 William G. Cutler, History of the State of Kansas, Vol. 9 (A. T. Andreas, 1883). 
12 Herries and Sheals, "National Register of Historic Places Designation". 
13 Herries and Sheals, "National Register of Historic Places Designation". 
14 Blackmar, Kansas: A Cyclopedia of State History, Embracing Events, Institutions, Industries, Counties, Cities, 
Towns, Prominent Persons, Etc., Vol. 2. 
15 Blackmar, Kansas: A Cyclopedia of State History, Embracing Events, Institutions, Industries, Counties, Cities, 
Towns, Prominent Persons, Etc., Vol. 2. 
16 L. H. & Company Everts, Pittsburg, Crawford County (Kansas Historical Society, Kansas Memory), 1886. 
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and north-south Broadway St (Figure 5).17 These two streets are wider than any other original streets 
indicating the anticipation for development and high traffic at this core location.18 The original plat 
included 48 blocks with alleys. The north/south alleys served as the interior bounds of the survey area 
between Rose St, the southernmost street of the original plat, and 10th St, which was platted in 
subsequent planning efforts between 1880 and 1886.19  

True to plan, commercial development originated at the Fourth and Broadway intersection. Franklin 
Playter, a prominent town founder and one of the investors in the Moffatt and Sergeant Joplin to Girard 
Railroad built one of the early stores.20 Commerce grew along with the population and the inciting 
industrial coal and zinc production so that by 1885, blocks along Broadway were developed with one- and 
two-story commercial buildings occupied by drug stores, general stores, hardware stores, furniture stores, 
clothing stores, bakeries, dining halls, parlors, and barbers.21 The east-west perpendicular streets to 
Broadway also housed commercial development but to a lesser extent than the activity on Broadway.22 
Similarly, built activity on the bounding parallel streets of Locust and Pine in 1885 was primarily 
residential with some religious and entertainment development interspersed at street corners.23 Most of 
these original buildings were constructed of wood frames and many of these wood frame buildings on the 
perpendicular side streets appear to have been replaced with brick or stone versions in subsequent years 
as commerce and industry developed.24 

 

 

17 Herries and Sheals, "National Register of Historic Places Designation". 
18 Herries and Sheals, "National Register of Historic Places Designation". 
19 Everts, 1886. 
20 Herries and Sheals, "National Register of Historic Places Designation". 
21 Herries and Sheals, "National Register of Historic Places Designation". 
22 Sanborn Map Company, Pittsburg, Kansas (Sanborn Map Company, Library of Congress), 1885, Fire Insurance 
Map. 
23 Sanborn Map Company, Fire Insurance Map, 1885. 
24 Sanborn Map Company, Fire Insurance Map, 1885; Sanborn Map Company, Pittsburg, Kansas (Sanborn Map 
Company, Library of Congress), 1913, Fire Insurance Map. 
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By 1885, after the initial coal and zinc 
growth spurts, other supportive 
services developed including brick 
yards, processing and millwork 
businesses, and several railroads 
that provided critical transportation 
services for the booming industrial 
town (Figure 6). The Pittsburg Flour 
Mill and the Pittsburg Roller Mills, the 
Van Winkle Lumber Yard, the H. S. 
Bowman and Co. Furniture Factory, 
were among the early industrial 
operations.25 The railroad tracks 
virtually encircled the original town 
plat and the town supported three 
railroad depots in the downtown 
area.26 In addition to the Joplin and 
Girard Railroad (the St. Louis and 
San Francisco Railroad as of 1880), 
the Santa Fe Railroad, the Missouri 
Pacific Railroad, and the Kansas 
City, Fort Scott, and Memphis 
Railroad were active in the area, as were the local trolley cars of the Pittsburg Railroad Company.27 The 
physical presence of the railroads provided a delineation between commerce and industrial development, 
as a preponderance of industries such as the Pittsburg Gas and Electric Light, Standard Oil, Kansas 
Boiler Works, Union Lime & Cement Co., and the Pittsburg Foundry were all located south of the St. 
Louis and San Francisco tracks which bounded the southern end of Pittsburg’s original commercial 
development.28 

As Pittsburg grew and commercial interests developed, civic leaders encouraged this growth by creating 
infrastructure that provided a supply of water, a sewer system, and forms of public transit. By 1885, 
private investors sunk a deep well at the northeastern corner of 7th and Pine Streets, which is within the 

 

 

25 Herries and Sheals, "National Register of Historic Places Designation"; Sanborn Map Company, Fire Insurance 
Map, 1885. 
26 Herries and Sheals, "National Register of Historic Places Designation". 
27 Herries and Sheals, "National Register of Historic Places Designation"; Lewis Publishing Company, A Twentieth 
Century History and Biographical Record of Crawford County, Kansas (Lewis Publishing Company, 1905). 
28 Herries and Sheals, "National Register of Historic Places Designation". 

Figure 6. 1885 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of Pittsburg, Kansas showing 
several zinc works and other industrial resources. Source: Library of 
Congress. 
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current survey area, and it 
eventually became the Pittsburg 
Water Works (Figure 7).29 Nothing 
remains of this original complex, but 
a building dating to a 1930s 
redevelopment of the city 
waterworks is on the current parcel. 
Further infrastructure development 
was accomplished in 1891 when B. 
F. Hobart, a prominent civic leader 
and president of both the Kansas 
and Texas Coal Company and the 
Pittsburg Town Company, began 
building the Pittsburg Electric 
Railway to provide trolley car 
transportation within Pittsburg.30 
Other forms of city development 
were expressed through the 
construction of grand buildings that 
provided not only typical nineteenth-
century services, but also became 
popular selling points to draw 
outside interest, business, and new 
residents, a common practice for 
progressive growing towns. 31  

Commercial development expanded 
through the end of the nineteenth 
century with more complex 
architectural materials and massing. 
In Pittsburg, these were buildings 
like the four-story Stillwell Hotel 
constructed at W 7th St and 
Broadway St, and the Opera House at W 4th and Broadway, both constructed in 1889. While these major 
projects provided anchors for adjacent commercial development, primarily on Broadway St, development 

 

 

29 Herries and Sheals, "National Register of Historic Places Designation". 
30 Herries and Sheals, "National Register of Historic Places Designation". 
31 Herries and Sheals, "National Register of Historic Places Designation". 

Figure 7. 1892 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of Pittsburg, Kansas. Note the 
Pittsburg Waterworks (not extant) and the Stillwell Hotel. Source: Library of 
Congress. 
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also began to fill in east and west from Broadway St. By 1892, many commercial resources were sited 
along 4th St, some of which remain today (105 to 111 W 4th St).32  

Supported by industry and business, the population of Pittsburg increased through the turn of the century 
and up until the Great Depression. It was driven by the forty-four coal mines, fifty-five coal companies, 
zinc smelting operations, and the increased popularity of clay products in Pittsburg by 1900.33 The 
population of Pittsburg in 1900 was just above 10,000 people and by 1910, the population reached just 
under 15,000.34 The city’s continued prosperity, combined with the civic leaders’ desire to show the city 
as a progressive and rich area led to the creation of the 1927 Besse Hotel (NRHP-listed, 2008).35  The 
Great Depression shortly followed the construction of the Besse Hotel and caused the closure and shuffle 
of businesses throughout Pittsburg.36  

After the Great Depression, new technologies shifted the commerce and transportation in downtown 
Pittsburg. Coal, mining, and clay continued to be prominent industries in Pittsburg throughout the early 
and mid-1900s, which drew an increasing variety of commercial and retail resources. Drug stores, 
jewelers, clothing, shoe, and mercantile retailers flourished and multiple entertainment resources were 
constructed including the Rhodes Opera House, the Labelle Theater and the Orpheum Theaters.37 Within 
the survey area, Locust St became an internal thoroughfare for cars and the street features a 
preponderance of automobile-related businesses, and by 1936, the trolley system was removed to make 
room for more cars.38  

Commercial development within the survey area after the 1930s shifted to modern styles that deviated 
from the two-part commercial block and brick construction. These earlier buildings constructed in the late 
1880s and 1890s in Pittsburg were made with brick and constructed in a two-part commercial block 
formation, a common commercial building form seen across the United States in the late nineteenth and 
early twentieth centuries.39 The two-part refers to the form’s typical split into two separate functions, with 
a commercial space at the street level and domestic or professional spaces in the upper stories. These 

 

 

32 Sanborn Map Company, Pittsburg, Kansas (Sanborn Map Company, Library of Congress), 1892, Fire Insurance 
Map. 
33 Herries and Sheals, "National Register of Historic Places Designation". 
34 Blackmar, Kansas: A Cyclopedia of State History, Embracing Events, Institutions, Industries, Counties, Cities, 
Towns, Prominent Persons, Etc., Vol. 2. 
35 Elizabeth Rosin and Rachel Nugent, "Besse Hotel, Pittsburg, Crawford County," Kansas Historical Society (2008), 
National Register of Historic Places Designation. 
36 Herries and Sheals, "National Register of Historic Places Designation". 
37 Herries and Sheals, "National Register of Historic Places Designation". 
38 Herries and Sheals, "National Register of Historic Places Designation". 
39 Herries and Sheals, "National Register of Historic Places Designation". 
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typically brick-constructed two-part commercial buildings were constructed within the survey area on the 
numbered streets perpendicular to, or off, Broadway St from the late 1880s to the 1930s.  

New buildings were constructed of concrete blocks in simple one-part commercial construction like the 
Gas Service Company Building at 118 4th St constructed ca. 1940 and the building at 112 East 8th St 
constructed ca. 1945. Other buildings introduced new and modern forms, styles, and materials with 
buildings like the Southwestern Bell Telephone Company Building at 611 N Locust St constructed ca. 
1950 with significant massing and minimal detailing or the Fastenal Co. building at 122 E 3rd St 
constructed ca. 1965 with a single-story, gabled, commercial space with concrete blocks and midcentury 
detailing.  

Part of this introduction of new 
styles and forms included the 
simultaneous demolition of 
some previous commercial 
development to make room for 
new building types, like bank 
drive throughs. 40 Other 
commercial buildings within the 
survey area were demolished 
because they were perceived 
as too deteriorated to keep 
safely standing.41  
Considerable demolition of 
historical commercial 
development built along Locust 
and Pine Streets occurred 
between 1958 and 1977 

 

 

40 Herries and Sheals, "National Register of Historic Places Designation". 
41 Pittsburg Kansas Memories, Pittsburg Scenes—Buildings & Businesses: Masonic Temple, 2013. 

Figure 8. Comparative view of demolitions along Pine and Locust Streets. 1958 
aerial image on the left; 1977 aerial image on the right. Partial survey area outline 
in blue.  Demolitions noted by rectangular overlays. Source: U.S. Geological 
Survey; map annotated by Stantec. 
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(Figure 8).42 Further demolition has occurred since 1977, and is not limited to only the bounding Pine and 
Locust Streets.  

3.1.2 RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE SURVEY AREA 

Domestic development within the survey area began with the original platting of the town in 1876. In the 
same year, J. T. Roach built the first dwelling in Pittsburg.43 Both sides of Locust and Pine Streets were 
initially developed with residential properties, especially near the core of the original town plat.44 As 

Pittsburg grew, these first domestic resources were replaced with other resource types. The earliest 
extant domestic resources within the survey area date to the 1890s and occur outside the original plat, 
but within the First and Third Additions that lay to the east and west of Broadway St, stretching from 10th 
St to 8th St (Figure 9). These lots were advertised for sale throughout the 1880s, 1890s, and early 

 

 

42 U.S. Geological Survey, Aerial Image, 1958; U.S. Geological Survey, Aerial Image, 1977. 
43 Blackmar, Kansas: A Cyclopedia of State History, Embracing Events, Institutions, Industries, Counties, Cities, 
Towns, Prominent Persons, Etc., Vol. 2. 
44 Sanborn Map Company, 1885 Pittsburg, KS, 1885. 

Figure 9. View of concentration of domestic development in the survey area in the Third and First Additions at the 
north end of the survey area. Partial survey area outline in blue. Source: Kansas Memory; map annotated by Stantec. 
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1900s.45 A collection of sixteen domestic single-family resources from the 1890s and 1900s remain in this 
general location. Sanborn maps indicate this area was fully developed with wood-frame, one- and two-
story, typically single-family residences by 1913.46  

Multi-family domestic resources were also developed within the survey area. One multi-family domestic 
resource is near the north end of the survey area, a ca. 1895 domestic multi-family house at 803 N Locust 
St; and one multi-family apartment building built ca. 1925 at 102 S Locust St is near the southern end of 
the survey area. Additionally, the NRHP-listed Besse Hotel is currently operating as housing and there is 
a 1982 Knights of Columbus housing tower near the center of the survey area that postdates the survey 
cut-off date of 1973. No other multi-family resources were constructed between 1925 and 1982 within the 
survey area. Notably, there are several two-part commercial blocks within the survey area that still 
operate as housing on their upper levels. These resources tend to lack active commercial functions at the 
street level.  

3.1.3 RELIGIOUS, FRATERNAL, AND EDUCATIONAL COMMUNITIES 

As the City of Pittsburg grew, religious, fraternal, and educational organizations developed to support the 
community.  

3.1.3.1 EARLY CHURCHES OF PITTSBURG 

In Pittsburg, congregations formed through the late 1870s and 1880s as soon as new residents settled 
into town, and as funding was available, houses of worship were constructed. By 1883, there were five 
primary local congregations: Methodist, Episcopal, Christian, Catholic, and Baptist.47 However, only two 
congregations had constructed churches; the Episcopal congregation had built a small frame church and 
the Methodists worshipped from a brick church.48   

The Catholic congregation held services in private homes until around 1882, when they began planning 
for a more permanent house of worship. The first church was a small frame building on Elm St.49 In 1904, 
the current stone church, St. Mary’s Our Lady of Lourdes Church was built on the corner of 9th St and N 
Locust St (adjacent to, but outside the survey area).50 The congregation has had a relationship with the 

 

 

45 Pittsburg Daily Headlight, "Ordinance No. 347," August 9, 1894, 1; Pittsburg Kansan, "Ordinance No. 504," August 
15, 1901, 2; The Smelter, "Building Lots for Sale," July 29, 1882, 3, 5. 
46 Sanborn Map Company, Fire Insurance Map, 1913. 
47 Cutler, History of the State of Kansas, Vol. 9. 
48 Cutler, History of the State of Kansas, Vol. 9. 
49 Pittsburg Kansas Memories, Pittsburg Scenes—Churches, 2013. 
50 Pittsburg Kansas Memories, Pittsburg Scenes—Churches. 
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Sisters of St. Joseph, who ran a parochial 
school in Pittsburg as early as 1893, at 
the behest of the church, and also began 
a local hospital.51 Other sisters of the 
parish initially lived in a convent on Elm 
St, but moved to a newly built convent in 
1952 across the street from the current 
Catholic Church, the Our Lady of Lourdes 
Convent run by the Sisters of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary (821 N Locust 
St, within the survey area).52  

Similarly, the First Christian Church was 
founded early in the history of Pittsburg. It 
operated out of the original schoolhouse 
at W 5th and Walnut Streets in 1881.53 By 
1890, the congregation had built a church 
at the corner of W 5th and Pine Streets but replaced it with the current building at 116 W 5th St – a three-
story, brick Romanesque Revival style building by 1917.54 The congregation operated from this building 
until 1984, when a new building was built at 705 Centennial Dr, outside the survey area.  

Also present in Pittsburg in the late nineteenth century were two Presbyterian congregations. the First 
Presbyterians formed in 1879, and the United Presbyterians, formed in 1880.55 Both congregations 
acquired premises by 1891, but by 1907, the First Presbyterians began a building effort for the current 
Romanesque Revival style church (520  Pine St, within the survey area), which was completed in 1911.56 
The First Presbyterians followed with a new church at 4th and Walnut Streets, completed in 1916.57 These 
two groups became part of the same denomination in 1959 when the national synods merged, and 
eventually in 1986, the two local congregations merged into the current building on Pine St.58  

3.1.3.2 SOCIETIES AND ORGANIZATIONS  

 

 

51 Pittsburg Kansas Memories, Pittsburg Scenes—Churches. 
52 Pittsburg Kansas Memories, Pittsburg Scenes—Churches. 
53 Pittsburg Kansas Memories, Pittsburg Scenes—Churches. 
54 Pittsburg Kansas Memories, Pittsburg Scenes—Churches. 
55 The Presbyterian Church of Pittsburg, Heritage: Presbyterian Heritage in Pittsburg, 2023. 
56 The Presbyterian Church of Pittsburg, Heritage: Presbyterian Heritage in Pittsburg. 
57 The Presbyterian Church of Pittsburg, Heritage: Presbyterian Heritage in Pittsburg. 
58 The Presbyterian Church of Pittsburg, Heritage: Presbyterian Heritage in Pittsburg. 

 
Figure 10. First Presbyterian Church, ca. 1916, W 6th St and Pine 
St. Source: Pittsburg Kansas Memories website. 
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Societies and fraternal orders were founded in Pittsburg as early as 1879. The first order was the 
Masonic Lodge followed by the Knights of Pythias and the Independent Order of Odd Fellows in 1882.59  
More societies continued to be founded in Pittsburg and included the Mirza Temple in 1910 and the 
Fraternal Order of the Eagles which had a physical presence in Pittsburg by 1913.60 Prominent founding 
members of the town were part of these societies, including A. J. Georgia, a schoolteacher and long 
serving postmaster, as well as members of the industrialist Lanyon family.61 The Masonic lodge met in 
unset locations around Pittsburg until 1911, when their new temple was constructed at the northeast 
corner of W 6th St and Pine St (within the survey area).62 Although demolished in 1999, the stone arcade 
from the first level of the temple remains in the same location. The Fraternal Order of the Eagles operated 
out of a building at the corner of E 6th St and N Locust St and the Independent Order of Odd Fellows was 
resident in the second story of the Hartzel and Shout building at W 3rd St, both of which are within the 
survey area.63 Members of the Mirza Temple built and operated out of a large Egyptian Revival style 
building at the corner of 5th and Pine Streets from 1925 to 1945, when the City bought the building and 
transformed it into an auditorium.64 Today, the Mirza Temple still operates within the survey area at 110 
W 5th St.  

3.1.3.3 EDUCATION 

The early founders of Pittsburg placed an emphasis on education. Institutions began to form, formally and 
informally, during the 1870 and 1880s. A 1886 plat map shows two schoolhouses within the original town 
plat.65 Several private and public high school and elementary schools are located outside the survey 
area, as is the Pittsburg State University, which began as Auxiliary Manual Training School in 1903.66 
There are two current educational facilities within the survey area. One operates as an early childhood 
education center out of multiple ca. 1925 former commercial buildings on W 3rd St generally from the 
historical addresses of 105 to 121 W 3rd St, which all appear to have been united. Another is the ca. 1975 
New Formalist building at 420 W 4th St, the SEK Interlocal #637 and William E. Gifford Center for Special 
Education. 

 

 

59 Cutler, History of the State of Kansas, Vol. 9. 
60 Various, 75th Anniversary: Mirza Temple, Pittsburg, Kansas, Axe Library, Pittsburg State University, 1985; Sanborn 
Map Company, Fire Insurance Map, 1913. 
61 Cutler, History of the State of Kansas, Vol. 9; Pittsburg Kansas Memories, Pittsburg Scenes—Buildings & 
Businesses: Masonic Temple. 
62 Pittsburg Kansas Memories, Pittsburg Scenes—Buildings & Businesses: Masonic Temple. 
63 Sanborn Map Company, Fire Insurance Map, 1913. 
64 William E. Fischer Jr., "Memorial Auditorium, Pittsburg, Crawford County," Kansas Historical Society, 2019, 
Inventory Form. 
65 Everts, 1886. 
66 Herries and Sheals, "National Register of Historic Places Designation". 
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3.1.4 ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

The survey area of the Off-Broadway streets in Pittsburg between 
10th St and Rose St contains buildings ranging in construction date 
from ca. 1890 to ca. 2010. Early development is both residential and 
commercial in nature. Late nineteenth and early twentieth century 
commercial and residential development is representative of the 
popular styles and forms prominent in the United States and 
Pittsburg. Each historic-age building in the survey area was 
categorized based on form and style using the categories provided in 
Virginia Savage McAlester’s A Field Guide to American Houses 
(2015), considered by historic preservation professionals and 
architectural historians practicing in the United States to be the 
standard guide for the identification of domestic buildings.  

Architectural styles within the survey area are primarily represented 
through single-family residential dwellings and two-part commercial 
buildings. Dwelling styles include Victorian era representatives such 
as Queen Anne, Folk Victorian, and National Folk. Multi-family 
buildings in the area are represented by styles of the Eclectic era like 
Colonial Revival and Commercial style. Dwellings from the Early 
Modern era are also present, primarily represented by the Craftsman 
style. One multi-family building is in the style of New Formalism. Two 
prominent religious buildings are in the Romanesque Revival style 
and various commercial buildings are completed in an Eclectic 
influenced two-part commercial style. Neighborhood infill accounts 
for a small number of later and modern styles such as commercial 
buildings of the Modern Movement, a Quonset hut, Minimal 
Commercial style buildings, an apartment building and an education 
facility completed in the New Formalist style, and an Art Deco former 
municipal facility.  

The most common buildings within the district are commercial 
buildings without distinctive elements from any specific style. A 
subset of commercial properties displays Victorian massing and form 
and were built during the Late Victorian Era (1860 – 1900), but have 
lost distinctive Victorian detailing, and are therefore unable to be 
classified as Victorian in style. Similarly, there are a number of 
resources, commercial and domestic, that do not possess sufficient 
detailing or characteristics to provide a definitive style. 

3.1.5 DETERMINING STYLE 

Features of buildings including plan, doors and windows, porches, roofline, massing, materiality, 
ornamentation, and year of construction were used to determine architectural style. Virginia Savage 

Fifteen architectural styles 
were recorded in the survey 
area. Styles include: 
 
Victorian Era 1860-1900 
• Queen Anne 
• Folk Victorian 
• National Folk 
• Romanesque Revival 

 
Eclectic Era 1880-1940 
• Art Deco 
• Colonial Revival 
• Eclectic 
• Gothic Revival 
• Commercial  

 
Early Modern 1900-1940 
• Craftsman/Bungalow 

 
Modern Era ca. 1935-
Present 
• Modern French Eclectic 
• New Formalism 
• Minimal Commercial 
• Modern/Modern 

Movement 
• Quonset 

See Table 4 for detailed 
style survey results. 

STYLES RECORDED 
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McAlester’s A Field Guide to American Houses (2015) served as a reference. Some historic-age buildings 
in the survey area had an identifiable historic form but no applied style; these were categorized as “No 
Style.”. Form refers to the shape of a building and is identified by characteristics such as plan, height, 
and massing. A building with a particular style was “built with at least some attempt at being 
fashionable.”67 Style is expressed through detailing, materials, shape, and other decorative elements.  

3.1.6 FOLK, 1850-1930  

The folk housing tradition represents vernacular 
building forms that span from Native American 
structures to pre-railroad homes, post-railroad homes, 
and to modern-day manufactured housing. The folk 
houses that proliferated across the United States from 
after the arrival of the railroad, ca. 1850 to ca. 1930 and 
generally referred to as National Folk, are the 
represented within this survey area.68 During this 
period, houses were no longer limited to local building 
materials as the increasing presence and use of rail 
lines in far-flung areas allowed for the transportation of 
mass produced and more affordable construction 
materials, wood in particular, to be available for building 
houses in ever expanding geographies.69 National Folk 
houses tended to remain frame dwellings with minimal 
ornamentation or applied style. Houses of this type and period are primarily identified via their form, which 
often continued previous and common forms that were easy and inexpensive to build.70  

  

 

 

67 Virginia Savage McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses, New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 5. 

68 Virgina Savage McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses (Alfred A. Knopf, 2015). 
69 McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses. 
70 McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses. 

Figure 11. 1908 National Folk house with minimal 
ornamentation at 114 W 9th St; view facing northeast. 
Source: Stantec 2023. 
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3.1.7 VICTORIAN ERA, 1860-1900 

The period from 1860 to 1900 is generally referred to as 
the Victorian era of architecture in the United States.71 
New balloon-frame building methods allowed houses to 
take on more complex forms, and industrialization 
provided decorative detailing and components like 
windows and doors at an affordable cost. Modest and 
middle-class homes began to have building complexity 
and elaborations, elements that were once restricted to 
only the wealthiest homeowners. Pattern books also 
began to be widely disseminated throughout this period, 
introducing local builders to new kinds of styles and 
plans.72 Victorian-era residences present in the project 
area include the Queen Anne style and some Late 
Victorian front-gabled plans with minimal or removed detailing. Of the two, Queen Anne residences have 
the most complex plans and embellishments. The Queen Anne style is a common style of residential 
architecture in the survey area. 

The Queen Anne style originated as an architect-
designed style for wealthy clients, but after advances 
in industrialization, the form and materials could be 
mass produced and the style became available to all 
socio-economic classes. As a result, it became the 
most prevalent style of architecture in the U.S. from 
about 1880 to 1900. The style became popular at the 
same time as a period of new population growth and 
prosperity in Kansas and as a result, became the most 
common style of residential architecture in the state by 
the end of the nineteenth century.73 Identifying 
features of the Queen Anne style include a steeply 
pitched and complex roof, an asymmetrical façade, 
differently textured wall surfaces, such as a gable 

 

 

71 McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses, 315. 

72 McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses, 350. 

73 Richard J. Cawthon, "Kansas Has Many Examples of Queen Anne Residential Architecture," Kansas Preservation, 
January–February 1985. 

Figure 12. 1908 Queen Anne example at 116 W 9th St; 
view facing northeast. Source: Stantec 2023. 

Figure 13. 1900 Folk Victorian house at 114 W 8th St.; 
view facing northwest. Source: Stantec 2023. 
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filled with shaped shingles or decorative motifs, expansive one-story porches, and details like 
spindlework, scrollwork, and decorative brackets.74  

Other Victorian Era styles represented in the survey area include the Folk Victorian style and the 
Romanesque Revival style. The Folk Victorian style ranges in date from ca. 1870 to 1910 and, while 
similar to the Queen Anne, are typically seen as National Folk forms with applied Victorian detailing, such 
as spindlework, pent gables, and cornice-line brackets.75  

3.1.8 ECLECTIC ERA, 1880-1940 

Following the Victorian era, residential architecture 
in the United States moved into the Eclectic era, 
which occurred from 1880 to 1940.76 Residences in 
the U.S. began to emulate the historical styles of 
domestic buildings in Europe, including traditionally 
English, French, and Mediterranean/Spanish 
designs.77 Though the movement began in the 
1880s, there was a resurgence in the 1920s after 
World War I soldiers returned home inspired by 
traditional European architecture. At the same time, 
improved photographic reproduction technologies 
enabled pictures of historic houses to spread more 
readily.78 And by the 1920s, thin brick and stone 
veneers were introduced to the market, which made 
it easier and more affordable to mimic the traditional 
masonry of historic European styles.79 Few Eclectic-era styles are present as residential resources in the 
survey area, but this period encompasses the construction of the majority of the remaining commercial 
and non-residential buildings within the survey area. The common “Commercial style” constructed 
throughout survey area, while often altered with the removal of stylistic elements, would have likely been 

 

 

74 McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses, 346. 

75 McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses. 
76 McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses, 407. 

77 McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses, 406. 

78 McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses, 407. 

79 McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses, 407. 

Figure 14. 1927 Gothic Revival style Besse Hotel at 121 E 
4th St; view facing northwest. Source: Stantec 2023. 
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built with styles representative of the period. Applied styles on non-residential buildings represented in the 
survey area are Colonial Revival, general Eclectic Revival, and Art Deco styles.  

A prominent fixture of the survey area is the 1927 NRHP-listed Gothic Revival Besse Hotel, designed in a 
style commonly applied to mid-nineteenth-century domestic architecture and eventually used on other 
property types including schools and churches (Figure 14).   

3.1.9 EARLY MODERNISM, 1900-1935 

Occurring concurrently with the Eclectic era from 1900 to 1935 was Early Modernism. This architectural 
movement was defined by a rejection of the exuberance of Victorian-era houses and historical references 
of Eclectic-era residences in favor of basic functional forms, flowing interior spaces, and the use of local 
materials.80 The most popular style that emerged from the movement was the Craftsman style, which was 
often applied to the bungalow house form. The style spread widely through pattern books and magazines, 
and it became the most dominant style of residential architecture throughout the U.S. between 
approximately 1905 and the early 1920s. It is a common residential style in the survey area; some of the 
residences were constructed in the early 1910s to early 1920s in the Craftsman style and some had 
decorative elements of the Craftsman style applied to older, Late Victorian, residences. 

The Craftsman style is rooted in the Arts and Crafts Movement that began in Britain in the latter part of 
the nineteenth century and spread to America by the turn of the twentieth century. Its founders and early 
practitioners extolled the beauty, utility, and moral virtue of handcraft in the production of decorative arts 
and architecture. Highly critical of the social and cultural upheaval brought about by the Industrial 
Revolution, they believed that skilled craftsmanship and quality materials rendered everyday items both 
functional and aesthetically pleasing in a way that was more enduring and far preferable to mass-
produced, often poor quality, goods manufactured by machines. Ironically, when the movement made its 
way to America, manufacturers found the Craftsman aesthetic well suited to mass production and put 
their factories to work churning out replicas of the beautiful, handcrafted originals for widespread 
distribution to consumers across the country. 

 

 

80 McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses, 548. 
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Early Craftsman architecture in America remained true 
to the British model as interpreted by the California 
firm Greene and Greene, which was largely 
responsible for its popularization in the U.S. in the 
1900s and 1910s. Greene and Greene created unique 
homes of exceptional beauty and quality, often 
displaying influences of Asian-inspired design and 
form. From California, the Craftsman style quickly 
spread throughout the country where it rose to 
enormous popularity by the late 1910s, supplanting 
the older Victorian and Classical styles in residential 
design. The public embraced the Craftsman style for 
its “honest” construction and open room and window 

arrangement that allowed for better light and ventilation and brought the outside, natural environment to 
the interior spaces of the house. The Craftsman aesthetic had broad public appeal with both elaborate, 
“high-style” Craftsman houses (though these are uncommon outside of California) and more modest 
versions of the aesthetic as Craftsman bungalows, which remained the most common house type and 
style in working- and middle-class suburban neighborhoods in America through the 1920s and into 1930s. 

The Craftsman style is characterized by its low- to medium-pitched roof with wide eaves to shade the 
house and exposed wood elements such as rafter tails, knee braces, and faux half-timbering, usually set 
against stucco in the front and/or side gable ends. Most Craftsman residences have a front- or side-
gabled roof, though some have cross-gabled or hipped roofs. Typically, fenestration consists of paired or 
tri-partite double-hung sash windows arranged on opposite walls to allow air to pass freely through, 
thereby cooling and ventilating the house. Porches are prominent features of Craftsman design and 
function as shaded outdoor “rooms.” Porches may be inset or attached and are usually supported by 
tapered wood posts on brick or wood piers, by paired or tripled wood posts, or by cross-beams set on 
piers or porch walls. 

  

Figure 15. Ca. 1895 dwelling with Craftsman/Bungalow 
elements at 909 N Locust St; view facing southwest. 
Source: Stantec 2023. 
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3.1.10 MODERN ERA, CA. 1935-PRESENT 

Mid- to late-Modern styles of the twentieth century, 
such as a modern example of the French Eclectic 
style, multiple examples of New Formalism, several 
Minimal Commercial Style buildings, a 
Modern/Modern Movement example that appears to 
be an applied style over a previous Commercial Style, 
and one Quonset hut are represented in the survey 
area as infill. Most of this infill is scattered throughout 
the survey area, but concentrations appear on the 
west, along Pine St.  

 

Figure 16. Ca. 1910 commercial building with applied 
Modern detailing and fenestration at105 W 7th St; view 
facing southeast. Source: Stantec 2023. 
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4 SURVEY RESULTS AND OBSERVATIONS 

This section describes survey results and observations from the survey of 85 historic- and nonhistoric-age 
resources, in the Off-Broadway survey area, as defined in Figure 1. Characteristics and the integrity of the 
area are discussed, and tables summarizing survey results are included. Analysis of survey results and 
observation informed recommendations for historic designation described in Section 5. 

4.1 CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SURVEY AREA AND INTEGRITY 

The Off-Broadway survey area (Figure 1), bounded by 10th St to the north, Locust St to the east, Rose St 
to the south, Pine St to the west, and the alleys between Locust and Pine Streets and Broadway St on the 
east and west, is laid out in a grid pattern and located in downtown Pittsburg, just off Pittsburg’s primary 
north/south road – Broadway St. A rectangular area in the center of the survey area, comprised of 
buildings along Broadway St from 11th St to the north and Euclid St to the south, was surveyed in 2019 
and was not documented as part of this effort. The surveyed area contains a mix of resources dating from 
the late-nineteenth century through the early 2010s.  

The north end of the survey area, from the 10th St to 8th St and along Pine and Locust Streets, is 
characterized by single-family residences dating from the late-nineteenth and early twentieth centuries 
primarily completed in Craftsman, Queen Anne, or no identifiable style. In general, this residential zone 
retains a low degree of integrity due to demolitions, vacant lots, and nonhistoric-age infill. 

The center of the survey area, from 7th St to 3rd St is composed two-part commercial buildings facing 
north/south on the perpendicular numbered streets that cross Broadway St. These buildings vary on 
integrity retention but were primarily completed in the Commercial style, some with Eclectic style 
decorative features, or no identifiable style. Diminished integrity is due to incompatible modifications such 

Figure 17. Typical commercial corridor on W 5th St; view facing southeast. Source: Stantec, 2023. 
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as storefront, window, and cladding replacements. In several cases, the second story retains original 
features, and the lower levels where alterations are concentrated, are recognizable storefronts. 
Additionally, landmark anchor buildings, such as the Besse Hotel at 4th and Locust Streets, and the 
Presbyterian Church at 6th and Pine Streets retain significant integrity. Several stretches of former 
commercial buildings in this area have been demolished and there are gaps and vacant lots between 
historic-age resources, especially along the Locust Stand Pine St thoroughfares that have changed the 
character of the former dense commercial area. However, the resources display the commercial character 
of the Off-Broadway streets, spurring from the primary Broadway artery. 

South of 3rd St, the survey area becomes increasingly industrial along Locust St and the presence of 
nonhistoric age infill is significant on Pine St. The resources present in the industrial area on the 
southeast side of the survey area retains some integrity, but similarly suffers from infill and materials 
integrity due to unsympathetic replacement of windows, cladding, and other character-defining features. 
Similar to the resources in the central portion of the survey area, the buildings in this section are primarily 
completed in the Commercial style or have no identifiable style. The southwestern side of this southern 
area along Pine St is primarily nonhistoric-age infill or vacant parcels.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



City of Pittsburg Off-Broadway Historic Resources Survey Report 

  46 

 

4.1.1 REPRESENTATIVE STREETSCAPES IN THE OFF-BROADWAY SURVEY AREA 

 

Figure 18. N Locust St at E 8th St, view facing northwest. Source: Stantec 2023. 

 

Figure 19. N Locust St at E 5th St, view facing northwest. Source: Stantec 2023 
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Figure 20. W 4th St, view facing northwest. Source: Stantec 2023. 

 

Figure 21. Intersection of W 4th St and N Pine St, view facing southeast. Source: Stantec 2023. 
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Figure 22. Looking at W 3rd St from N Pine St, view facing northeast. Source: Stantec 2023 

 

Figure 23. Looking at E 1st St from S Locust St, view facing west. Source: Stantec 2023. 
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4.2 RESULTS SUMMARY 

In the field, surveyors documented each resource with information about the historic function (Table 3), 
year of construction (Table 4), architectural style (Table 5), and whether it retains sufficient integrity to be 
contributing to a potential historic district (Table 6). 

4.2.1 HISTORIC-AGE, NONHISTORIC-AGE, AND VACANT PARCELS 

The survey area comprised 97 parcels. Stantec surveyors documented 82 parcels with built resources, 77 
of which have one or more historic-age resources and five of which only had nonhistoric-age resources. 
Three parcels contained two historic-age resources. One parcel had a historic-age resource that had 
been demolished, although a remnant of the resource remains and was documented. The remnant 
resource, the three parcels with two historic-age resources, and the remaining parcels with one historic-
age resource each equate to 80 documented historic-age resources (Table 2). There are 15 vacant 
parcels and five nonhistoric-age resources in the survey area that account for the remaining portion of the 
survey area’s 97 parcels (Table 1). Many of these vacant parcels once had built resources, but they were 
not previously recorded. Each resource, regardless of its age or presence on a property with another 
resource, was recorded on an individual inventory form. 

Table 1. Historic-Age, Nonhistoric-Age, and Vacant Parcels in the Survey Area 

Parcel Type Number of Parcels Percent of Total 
Historic-Age Resources 77 79.4% 

Nonhistoric-Age Resources 5 5.1% 

Vacant (or Demolished) Parcel 15 15.5% 

TOTAL 97 100% 

 

Table 2. Historic-Age and Nonhistoric-Age Resources in the Survey Area 

Resource Type Number of Resources Percent of Total 
Historic-Age Resources  79 92.9% 

Nonhistoric-Age Resources  5 5.9% 

Demolished Historic-Age Resource 1 1.2% 

TOTAL 85 100% 

 

4.2.2 HISTORIC FUNCTION 

Most resources documented with an inventory form are buildings. One resource is a remnant of a 
previously documented building, and one resource is a telecommunications tower. As outlined in Table 3, 
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most were historically in use as commercial resources. Other documented historic uses include single-
family residences, social meeting halls, multiple-family dwellings, secondary domestic structures, 
religious-related resources, a fire station, and a specialty store. 

Table 3. Historic Function of Resources Surveyed (Historic-Age Resources) 

Historic Resource Function Number of Historic-Age 
Resources Percent of Total 

Commerce/Trade – Business 28 35% 

Commerce/Trade – Professional  2 2.5% 

Commerce Trade – Restaurant  3 3.75% 

Commerce/Trade – Specialty Store  1 1.25% 

Commerce/Trade – Warehouse 2 2.5% 

Domestic – Hotel  1 1.25% 

Domestic – Multiple Dwelling 2 2.5% 

Domestic – Secondary Structure 2 2.5% 

Domestic – Single Dwelling 16 20% 

Education – Education-related  1 1.25% 

Funerary – Mortuary 1 1.25% 

Industry/Processing/Extraction 5 6.25% 

Social – Meeting Hall 3 3.75% 

Religion – Church School 1 1.25% 

Religion – Church-Related 
Residence 

1 1.25% 

Religion – Religious Facility 2 2.5% 

Unknown 9 11.25% 

TOTAL 80 100% 
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4.2.3 YEAR BUILT 

The 80 historic-age resources in the survey area were constructed between 1890 and 1973.81 
Additionally, nonhistoric-age resources constructed between 1974 and 2010 are also noted in the survey 
area. Most of the historic-age resources were constructed between 1890 and 1929, comprising 70% of 
the historic-age building stock.  

Table 4. Year Built Date (Historic-Age Resources) 

Year Built Number of Historic-Age 
Resources Percent of Total 

1890-1899 11 13.75% 

1900-1909 13 16.25% 

1910-1919 17 21.25% 

1920-1929 15 18.75% 

1930-1939 7 8.75% 

1940-1949 5 6.25% 

1950-1959 8 10% 

1960-1970 3 3.75% 

1970-1979 1 1.25% 

TOTAL 80 100% 

 

 

81 One resource was constructed ca. 1973, the survey cut-off date. 
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4.2.4 ARCHITECTURAL STYLE 

Fifteen architectural styles were documented in the survey area and were applied to commercial and 
domestic resources; two styles were only documented on nonhistoric-age resources. The most common 
style recorded for non-residential, historic-age resources was Commercial style, which comprised 38.75% 
of the historic-age resources. The most common style for residential resources was Craftsman/Bungalow, 
which comprised 8.75% of the historic-age resources. See Section 3.1.4 for additional information on 
styles in the Off-Broadway survey area. 

Table 5. Architectural Styles in the Survey Area (Historic-Age Resources) 

Architectural Style Number of Historic-Age 
Resources Percent of Total 

Art Deco 1 1.25% 

Colonial Revival 1 1.25% 

Commercial 31 38.75% 

Craftsman/Bungalow 7 8.75% 

Eclectic 2 2.5% 

Folk Victorian 2 2.5% 

Gothic Revival 1 1.25% 

Minimal Commercial 4 5% 

Modern/Modern Movement 1 1.25% 

National Folk 1 1.25% 

New Formalism 2 2.5% 

No Style 23 28.75% 

Queen Anne 4 5% 

Quonset 1 1.25% 

TOTAL 80 100% 
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5 RECOMMENDATIONS 

Stantec historians evaluated each historic-age property in the survey area to identify any that retain 
sufficient historic integrity and association with a historic context to be potentially individually eligible for 
the NRHP. In addition, groups of historic-age properties were evaluated as potential historic districts 
eligible for the NRHP. Integrity for each resource was assessed and a recommendation of contributing or 
noncontributing was given to identify sections of the survey area with a density of potentially contributing 
resources. Areas that lacked a concentration of potentially contributing resources were not recommended 
as eligible NRHP historic districts. Concentrations of potentially contributing resources adjacent to the 
historic district recommended in the 2019 survey effort of Broadway St were also identified as possible 
expansions to the previous district recommendation. 

As a result of this survey, Stantec recommends no resources individually eligible for listing in the NRHP. 
One historic district composed of portions of the present survey area are recommended as an expansion 
to the historic district identified in the 2019 downtown historic resources survey and recommended as 
eligible for listing in the NRHP based on its concentration of contributing commercial resources with intact 
architectural integrity.  

5.1 PREVIOUSLY LISTED PROPERTIES 

There is one individually NRHP-listed property in the survey area: 

− Besse Hotel: Listed to the NR in 2008 under Criterion A for Commerce and Criterion C for 
Architecture with a 1927-1957 Period of Significance  

Additionally, there is one NRHP-listed historic district with resources in the survey area:  

− The Fourth and Broadway District: Listed to the NR in 2016 Under Criterion A for Commerce and 
Criterion C for Architecture with an 1886-1966 Period of Significance. The individually NRHP-listed 
Besse Hotel is the only resource of the historic district within the survey area.  

After surveying the NRHP-listed property, Stantec historians found that the Besse Hotel retains sufficient 
integrity to continue to convey its historic significance as an individually listed resource and as a contributing 
resource to a historic district. 

5.2 HISTORIC DISTRICT EVALUATION 

When identifying areas that may be eligible for listing in the NRHP as a historic district, Stantec historians 
assessed the integrity of resources and made contributing and noncontributing recommendations. The 
entire survey area was evaluated as a potential district, as was a smaller subset of the survey area, a 
potential northern residential district. In addition, concentrations of contributing resources adjacent to the 
historic district recommended on Broadway St in the 2019 survey were also evaluated. Ultimately, 
Stantec identified a potential commercial historic district inclusive of the 2019 survey area as well as part 
of the 2023 survey effort. 
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5.2.1 CONTRIBUTING AND NONCONTRIBUTING RESOURCES 

Each resource surveyed was evaluated for its potential as a contributing or noncontributing property 
based on its integrity at the time of survey. Of the 85 built resources documented, about a third retained 
sufficient integrity to be contributing to a potential district (Table 6). A table listing all surveyed resources 
and their contributing or noncontributing status is included in Appendix A.1.   

Table 6. Contributing and Noncontributing Resources (All Resources) 

Recommendations Number of Resources Percent of Total 
Contributing Resource 30 35.3% 

Noncontributing Resource 65 64.7% 

TOTAL 85 100% 

5.2.2 POTENTIAL HISTORIC DISTRICT – ENTIRE SURVEY AREA  

The entire survey area was evaluated for eligibility as a potential NRHP district. Based on NPS criteria for 
listing in the NRHP, a district should have a cohesive area and period of significance. Typically, at least 
50% of the resources should typically retain sufficient integrity to contribute to the district. Of the 85 
resources evaluated in the survey area, only 30, or 35.3%, were identified as potentially contributing to a 
historic district. Historic resources within the survey area are associated with a variety of areas of 
significance including Architecture, Commerce, Community Planning and Development, Education, Social 
History, and Religion. Therefore, the entire survey area does not have unifying area of significance, nor 
does it contain a majority number of resources across the area that retain sufficient integrity to be 
contributing. As a result, the entire survey area is not recommended eligible as an NRHP historic district. 
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5.2.3 POTENTIAL HISTORIC DISTRICTS – RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL 

5.2.3.1 RESIDENTIAL HISTORIC DISTRICT 

The northern portion of the survey area from 10th 
St to the north, 8th St to the south, Pine St to the 
west, Locust St to the east, and the alley between 
Broadway and Pine and Locust Streets primarily 
contains residential resources, both single-family 
and multi-family dwellings. Within this smaller 
subset delineated by the streets noted above and 
its primarily residential function, only four 
residential resources (906 N Pine St, 906 N 
Locust St, 805 N Locust St, and 111 E 8th St) are 
considered contributing to a potential residential 
district. The four contributing residential resources 
constitute only 17% of the total 23 resources 
within this subset of the survey area. This area 
also contains a contributing religious resource, 
Our Lady of Lourdes Convent at 821 N Locust St. 
Including this contributing resource in the survey 
area brings the percentage of contributing 
resources to 21%. This residential subset of the 
survey area does not contain a majority number 
of resources that retain sufficient integrity to be contributing. This area was also examined as a potential 
expansion to the 2019 recommended-eligible district; however, the contributing resources in 2019 
recommended district are associated with a different area of significance, primarily commerce, and are 
not residential in nature. As a result, this subsection of the survey area (Figure 24; Appendix A.5) is not 
recommended eligible as an NRHP historic district, or as an expansion to the 2019 recommended district.   

5.2.3.2 COMMERCIAL HISTORIC DISTRICT 

A concentration of contributing resources was identified in this survey and is recommended as an 
expansion of the commercial historic district recommended in the 2019 downtown historic resources 
survey of Pittsburg. The current survey identified 30 total contributing resources, 18 of which were 
concentrated in an area recommended as an expansion to the 2019 downtown historic resources survey 
of Pittsburg. Two nonhistoric-age resources are also in this area. The 2019 survey documented 127 
resources, 83 of which were identified as contributing to a potential historic district.82 Based on this 
percentage, the district was determined eligible for NRHP listing. The 2019 survey did not provide any 

 

 

82 Ben Moore Studio and Davis Preservation, Downtown Pittsburg, Ben Moore Studio and Davis 
Preservation for the City of Pittsburg (2019) Draft Report. 

 

Figure 24. Aerial view of a residential subset of resources 
from the Off-Broadway St survey, bounded in red. Source: 
Google Earth. 
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criteria for eligibility, areas of significance, periods of significance, levels of significance, or a boundary 
other than the survey area.  

The recommended historic district with resources from both the 2023 and 2019 historic resources survey 
has an irregular boundary centered on Broadway Street. Beginning in the north, the boundary stretches 
from W 11th St roughly south on the alley between Broadway and Pine Streets to W 8th St, west to Pine 
St, south on Pine St to W 2nd St, on W 2nd St to the alley between Broadway and Pine Streets where the 
boundary cuts south to W 1st St. There, it heads east to Broadway St, south to W Rose St, west to the 
alley between Broadway and Pine Streets, south on the alley to a point past W Euclid St, and west to 
Broadway St and north to W Euclid St, where it crosses Broadway to a point between Broadway and 
Locust St on E Euclid St. The boundary cuts north on the alley to Rose St, east to Locust, north to E 1st 
St, west to Broadway St, north to E 2nd St, east to Locust St, north to E 3rd St, west to Broadway St, north 
to E 4th St, east to Locust St, north to E 8th St, then west to a point between Locust and Broadway Streets 
where the boundary cuts north along an alley to E 11th St, then west to the point of the beginning. (Figure 
25; Appendix A.4). This area encompasses a majority of the historic downtown core commercial 
development.  

The recommended commercial historic district contains a total of 173 resources, 110 or 63.6% of which 
are contributing. Seven of the contributing resources are previously listed in the NRHP either individually 
or as part of a historic district. Seventy-eight of the 110 contributing resources, or 70.9%, have historic 
functions relating to commerce. The remaining contributing resources are a mix of religious, social, 
industrial, residential, recreational, or educational resource types. Therefore, this potential district 
contains a majority number of resources that retain sufficient integrity to be contributing, and has two 
unifying areas of significance, Commerce and Architecture. See Appendix A.3 for a table of the 
resources within the district and their contributing status.  

As a result, this district is recommended eligible to the NRHP as a historic district under Criterion A for 
Commerce and under Criterion C for Architecture at the local level of significance. The area of 
significance for Criterion A: Commerce has a recommended period of significance from ca. 1885 to 1973 
where ca. 1885 represents a reasonable date to include extant early Pittsburg commercial activity and 
1973 is the historic cut-off date. While economic paths in Pittsburg shifted focus in the post-war era, 
commerce continued in the downtown commercial core up to and including the historic cut-off date. The 
area of significance for Criterion C: Architecture has a recommended period of significance from ca. 1885 
to 1973, where ca. 1885 represents the earliest constructed building within the district and 1973 
represents the latest constructed building within the district.  
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The historic district 
encompasses a well-rounded 
display of Pittsburg’s 
commercial, religious, and 
educational architecture from 
late nineteenth century two-part 
commercial blocks to a 
Romanesque Revival church, 
and a New Formalist 
educational facility. The 
boundary of the district is 
delineated roughly by 11th St 
and a residential area at the 
north of the district, and the 
insertion of several nonhistoric-
age resources on the southern 
edges of the district, multiple 
demolitions, vacant parcels, and 
the increasing industrial 
character of resources on the 
southeastern side of the district 
(Figure 25; Appendix A.4).    

Additionally, this area contains 
three resources from the 2023 
survey (105 W 7th St, 110 W 5th, 
and 110 W 4th St) with 
alterations that were unable to 
be dated at the time of survey. 
Although currently considered 
noncontributing to a potential 
district, should the alterations of 
these three resources be 
identified to have occurred 
within the period of significance 
of the recommended district, 
their contributing status should 
be reevaluated.  

5.2.4 NEXT STEPS 

The Off-Broadway survey intended to expand the number of identified resources that are potentially 
contributing to a greater Broadway and/or downtown Pittsburg historic district. No resources were 
identified as individually eligible for the National Register. The survey area as a whole was also not 

 
Figure 25. The recommended-eligible commercial historic district is bounded in a 
dashed yellow line. A larger version of the figure is included in the Appendices. 
Source: Stantec.  
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identified as eligible for the NRHP. A potential district was identified as part of a 2019 survey of Broadway 
St.83 The contributing resources identified as a result of the Off-Broadway survey were combined with the 
results of the 2019 survey of Broadway St to define a unified potential downtown Pittsburg commercial 
historic district. The downtown commercial core district is recommended eligible for the NRHP under 
Criterion A and Criterion C (5.2.3.2). A National Register nomination and designation is recommended.  

Surveyors noted additional periphery resources that could potentially contribute to historic districts are 
present outside the 2023 Off-Broadway survey area. A third survey could provide the City with additional 
information to concretely delineate district boundaries and include buildings that were outside the area 
surveyed by the Off-Broadway survey but may be contributing to a greater potential district. Examples of 
potentially contributing buildings include the ca. 1925 Egyptian Revival style Memorial Auditorium and 
former Mirza Temple at 509 N Pine St and the 1910 architect-designed post office at 702 N Locust St. 
Also of interest are potential industrial resources at the southeastern edge of the survey area, in the 
northeast corner of Locust St and E 1st St. 

 

 

 

83 Ben Moore Studio and Davis Preservation, Downtown Pittsburg. 
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APPENDIX A TABLES AND SURVEY MAPS  
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A.1 TABLE OF SURVEYED RESOURCES  

 Table 7. Contributing / Noncontributing Status of Surveyed Resources 

Address Historic Function Architectural Style Year 
Built 

Contributing 
Status 

116 E 1ST ST Industry/Processing/Extraction 
- Manufacturing Facility 

Commercial Style 1922 Contributing 

113 E 3RD ST Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1905 No 
115 E 3RD ST Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1903 No 
122 E 3RD ST Commerce/Trade - Business Minimal Commercial 

(Early-Mid 20th Century) 
1965 Contributing 

126 E 3RD ST Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1925 No 
130 E 3RD ST Unknown Not Applicable/No Style 1925 No 
106 W 3RD ST Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1920 Contributing 
109 W 3RD ST Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1925 No 
109 W 3RD ST Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1904 No 
116 W 3RD ST Commerce/Trade - Business Eclectic 1902 No 
118 E 4TH ST Funerary - Mortuary Commercial Style 1913 No 
121 E 4TH ST Domestic - Hotel Gothic Revival 1926 NRHP - Listed 
105 W 4TH ST Social - Meeting Hall Commercial Style 1892 No 
107 W 4TH ST Unknown Commercial Style 1892 No 
109 W 4TH ST Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1890 No 
110 W 4TH ST Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1910 No 
111 W 4TH ST Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1890 No 
112 W 4TH ST Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1920 No 
115 W 4TH ST Commerce/Trade - Specialty 

Store 
Commercial Style 1913 No 

120 W 4TH ST Education - Education-Related Other 1973 Contributing 
118  4TH ST Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1940 No 
105 E 5TH ST Unknown Commercial Style 1914 Contributing 
107 E 5TH ST Commerce/Trade - Business Not Applicable/No Style 1920 No 
110 W 5TH ST Social - Meeting Hall Commercial Style 1930 No 
111 W 5TH ST Unknown Commercial Style 1895 No 
112 W 5TH ST Religion - Religious Facility Richardsonian 

Romanesque/Romanesque 
Revival 

1917 Contributing 

121 W 5TH ST Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1930 No 
127 W 5TH ST Commerce/Trade - 

Professional 
Minimal Commercial 
(Early-Mid 20th Century) 

1950 No 

123 125 W 5TH ST Unknown Commercial Style 1913 No 
113 E 6TH ST Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1906 No 
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Address Historic Function Architectural Style Year 
Built 

Contributing 
Status 

115 E 6TH ST Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1908 No 
117 E 6TH ST Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1908 No 
121 E 6TH ST Commerce/Trade - Business Not Applicable/No Style 1950 No 
110 W 6TH ST Commerce/Trade - 

Professional 
Commercial Style 1920 Contributing 

120 W 6TH ST Social - Clubhouse Eclectic 1910-11 No 
107 E 7TH ST Commerce/Trade - Restaurant Not Applicable/No Style 1922 Contributing 
105 W 7TH ST Commerce/Trade - Business Modern/Modern 

Movement 
1910 No 

112 W 7TH ST Unknown Art Deco 1935 Contributing 
107 E 8TH ST Commerce/Trade - Restaurant Not Applicable/No Style 1930 No 
108 E 8TH ST Commerce/Trade - Business Not Applicable/No Style 1925 No 
111 E 8TH ST Domestic - Single Dwelling Not Applicable/No Style 1915 Contributing 
112 E 8TH ST Commerce/Trade - Restaurant Not Applicable/No Style 1945 No 
114 W 8TH ST Domestic - Single Dwelling Folk Victorian 1900 No 
116 W 8TH ST Domestic - Secondary Structure Not Applicable/No Style 1920 No 
109 E 9TH ST Not Applicable Not Applicable/No Style 2010 No 
111 W 9TH ST Domestic - Single Dwelling Queen Anne 1908 No 
114 W 9TH ST Domestic - Single Dwelling National Folk 1908 No 
116 W 9TH ST Domestic - Single Dwelling Queen Anne 1908 No 
219 N BROADWAY 
ST 

Unknown Not Applicable/No Style 1935 No 

0 N LOCUST ST Industry/Processing/Extraction 
- Communications Facility 

Not Applicable/No Style 2000 No  

103 N LOCUST ST Commerce/Trade - Warehouse Not Applicable/No Style 1965 No 
105 N LOCUST ST Industry/Processing/Extraction 

- Energy Facility 
Commercial Style 1910 No 

107 N LOCUST ST Industry/Processing/Extraction 
- Energy Facility 

Commercial Style 1910 No 

205 N LOCUST ST Commerce/Trade - Warehouse Not Applicable/No Style 1950 No 
503 N LOCUST ST Unknown Not Applicable/No Style 1925 No  
511 N LOCUST ST Social - Meeting Hall Commercial Style 1890 No 
611 N LOCUST ST Commerce/Trade - Business Minimal Commercial 

(Early-Mid 20th Century) 
1950 Contributing 

701 N LOCUST ST Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1930 Contributing 
705 N LOCUST ST Commerce/Trade - Business Other 1959 No 
709 N LOCUST ST Commerce/Trade - Business Not Applicable/No Style 1947 No 
803 N LOCUST ST Domestic - Multiple Dwelling Not Applicable/No Style 1895 No 
805 N LOCUST ST Domestic - Single Dwelling Craftsman/Bungalow 1913 Contributing 
809 N LOCUST ST Domestic - Single Dwelling Not Applicable/No Style 1895 No 
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Built 

Contributing 
Status 

815 N LOCUST ST Domestic - Single Dwelling Craftsman/Bungalow 1895 No 
821 N LOCUST ST Religion - Church-Related 

Residence 
Colonial Revival 1951 Contributing 

909 N LOCUST ST Domestic - Single Dwelling Craftsman/Bungalow 1895 Contributing 
909 N LOCUST ST Unknown Not Applicable/No Style 1945 No  
921 N LOCUST ST Domestic - Secondary Structure Not Applicable/No Style 1945 No 
102 S LOCUST ST Domestic - Multiple Dwelling Commercial Style 1925 Contributing 
118 S LOCUST ST Industry/Processing/Extraction 

- Manufacturing Facility 
Not Applicable/No Style 1950 No 

205 LOCUST ST Commerce/Trade - Business Other 1950 No 
100 N PINE ST Health Care - Medical 

Business/Office 
French Eclectic 1980 No 

202 N PINE ST Not Applicable Not Applicable/No Style 2008 No 
204 N PINE ST Commerce/Trade - Business Not Applicable/No Style 1910 No 
506 N PINE ST Religion - Church School Minimal Commercial 

(Early-Mid 20th Century) 
1960 Contributing 

520 N PINE ST Religion - Religious Facility Richardsonian 
Romanesque/Romanesque 
Revival 

1913 Contributing 

700 N PINE ST Not Applicable Other 1982 No 
808 N PINE ST Domestic - Single Dwelling Craftsman/Bungalow 1910 No 
812 N PINE ST Domestic - Single Dwelling Craftsman/Bungalow 1920 No 
904 N PINE ST Domestic - Single Dwelling Queen Anne 1908 No 
906 N PINE ST Domestic - Single Dwelling Craftsman/Bungalow 1895 Contributing 
910 N PINE ST Domestic - Single Dwelling Craftsman/Bungalow 1915 No 
912 N PINE ST Domestic - Single Dwelling Queen Anne 1910 No 
914 N PINE ST Domestic - Single Dwelling Folk Victorian 1900 No 
107 E ROSE ST Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1930 No 
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A.2 SURVEY MAP 
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A.3 RECOMMENDED-ELIGIBLE DISTRICT: TABLE OF 
CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES 

Table 8. Recommended-Eligible District: Contributing / Noncontributing Resources 

Address Historic Function Architectural Style Year Built Contributing Status Survey 
Year 

116 E 1ST ST Industry/Processing/Extraction 
- Manufacturing Facility 

 

Commercial Style 

 

1922 Contributing 2023 

122 E 3RD ST Commerce/Trade - Business Minimal Commercial 
(Early-Mid 20th Century) 

1965 Contributing 2023 

126 E 3RD ST Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1925 No 2023 

130 E 3RD ST Unknown Not Applicable/No Style 1925 No 2023 

106 W 3RD ST Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1920 Contributing 2023 

109 W 3RD ST Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1925 Contributing 2023 

109 W 3RD ST Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1904 Contributing 2023 

116 W 3RD ST Commerce/Trade - Business Eclectic 1902 No 2023 

121 E 4TH ST Domestic - Hotel Gothic Revival 1926 Listed/Contributing 2023 

105 W 4TH ST Social - Meeting Hall Commercial Style 1892 No 2023 

107 W 4TH ST Unknown Commercial Style 1892 No 2023 

109 W 4TH ST Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1890 No 2023 

110 W 4TH ST Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1910 No 2023 

111 W 4TH ST Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1890 No 2023 

112 W 4TH ST Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1920 Contributing 2023 

115 W 4TH ST Commerce/Trade - Specialty 
Store 

Commercial Style 1913 Contributing 2023 

120 W 4TH ST Education - Education-Related Other 1973 Contributing 2023 

105 E 5TH ST Unknown Commercial Style 1914 Contributing 2023 

107 E 5TH ST Commerce/Trade - Business Not Applicable/No Style 1920 No 2023 
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Address Historic Function Architectural Style Year Built Contributing Status Survey 
Year 

110 W 5TH ST Social - Meeting Hall Commercial Style 1930 No 2023 

111 W 5TH ST Unknown Commercial Style 1895 No 2023 

112 W 5TH ST Religion - Religious Facility Richardsonian 
Romanesque/Romanesque 
Revival 

1917 Contributing 2023 

121 W 5TH ST Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1930 No 2023 

127 W 5TH ST Commerce/Trade - Professional Minimal Commercial 
(Early-Mid 20th Century) 

1950 Contributing 2023 

123 125 W 5TH 
ST 

Unknown Commercial Style 1913 No 2023 

113 E 6TH ST Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1906 Contributing 2023 

115 E 6TH ST Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1908 Contributing 2023 

117 E 6TH ST Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1908 No 2023 

121 E 6TH ST Commerce/Trade - Business Not Applicable/No Style 1950 No 2023 

110 W 6TH ST Commerce/Trade - Professional Commercial Style 1920 Contributing 2023 

120 W 6TH ST Social - Clubhouse Eclectic 1910-11 No 2023 

107 E 7TH ST Commerce/Trade - Restaurant Not Applicable/No Style 1922 Contributing 2023 

105 W 7TH ST Commerce/Trade - Business Modern/Modern 
Movement 

1910 No 2023 

112 W 7TH ST Unknown Art Deco 1935 Contributing 2023 

108 E 8TH ST Commerce/Trade - Business Not Applicable/No Style 1925 No 2023 

112 E 8TH ST Commerce/Trade - Restaurant Not Applicable/No Style  1945 No 2023 

205 N LOCUST 
ST 

Commerce/Trade - Warehouse Not Applicable/No Style 1950 No 2023 

205 N LOCUST 
ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Other - Utilitarian 1950 No 2023 

503 N LOCUST 
ST 

Unknown Not Applicable/No Style 1925 No  2023 

511 N LOCUST 
ST 

Social - Meeting Hall Commercial Style 1890 Contributing 2023 

611 N LOCUST 
ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Minimal Commercial 
(Early-Mid 20th Century) 

 1950 Contributing 2023 

701 N LOCUST 
ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1930 Contributing 2023 
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Address Historic Function Architectural Style Year Built Contributing Status Survey 
Year 

705 N LOCUST 
ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Other 1959 No 2023 

709 N LOCUST 
ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Not Applicable/No Style 1947 No 2023 

102 S LOCUST 
ST 

Domestic - Multiple Dwelling Commercial Style 1925 Contributing 2023 

118 S LOCUST 
ST 

Industry/Processing/Extraction 
- Manufacturing Facility 

Not Applicable/No Style 1950 Contributing 2023 

506 N PINE ST Religion - Church School Minimal Commercial 
(Early-Mid 20th Century) 

1960 Contributing 2023 

520 N PINE ST Religion - Religious Facility Richardsonian 
Romanesque/Romanesque 
Revival 

1913 Contributing 2023 

700 N PINE ST Not Applicable  Other – New Formalism 1982 No 2023 

107 E ROSE ST Commerce/Trade – Business Commercial Style 1930 Contributing 2023 

106 W 2ND ST Transportation  Other 2004 Noncontributing 2019 

105 E 4TH ST Commerce/Trade - Financial 
Institution 

Late 19th & 20th Century 
Classical Revival 

1889 Listed 2019 

101 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Other 2004 Noncontributing 2019 

105 S 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade  Commercial Style 1920 Contributing 2019 

105 S 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade  Modern/Modern 
Movement 

1920 Contributing 2019 

109 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1905 Contributing 2019 

111 S 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Specialty 
Store 

Commercial Style 1930 Contributing 2019 

111 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1902 Contributing 2019 
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113 115 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Warehouse Commercial Style 1906 Contributing 2019 

117 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Domestic - Hotel Commercial Style 1912 Contributing 2019 

123 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Transportation - Road-Related 
(Vehicular) 

Art Deco 1925 Contributing 2019 

201 S 
BROADWAY ST 

Not Applicable  Other 2008 Noncontributing 2019 

202 S 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1906 Contributing 2019 

203 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Professional Commercial Style 1910 Contributing 2019 

205 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Italianate 1885 Contributing 2019 

206 208 S 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Modern/Modern 
Movement 

1920 Contributing 2019 

209 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Beaux Arts 1906 Contributing 2019 

210 S 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1910 Contributing 2019 

211 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Specialty 
Store 

Beaux Arts 1900 Contributing 2019 

212 S 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1910 Contributing 2019 

214 S 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1910 Contributing 2019 

216 S 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1905 Contributing 2019 

216 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade  Modern/Modern 
Movement 

1966 Contributing 2019 

217 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Specialty 
Store 

Commercial Style 1910 Noncontributing 2019 
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219 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1885 Contributing 2019 

219 S 
BROADWAY ST 

Unknown Commercial Style 1920 Contributing 2019 

219 S 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1913 Noncontributing 2019 

220 S 
BROADWAY ST 

Transportation - Road-Related 
(Vehicular) 

Modern/Modern 
Movement 

1965 Contributing 2019 

301 S 
BROADWAY ST 

Not Applicable  Other 2018 Noncontributing 2019 

302 S 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Specialty 
Store 

Commercial Style 1925 Contributing 2019 

303 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Specialty 
Store 

Commercial Style 1900 Contributing 2019 

305 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Recreation and Culture - Sports 
Facility 

Commercial Style 1910 Contributing 2019 

306 S 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Restaurant Minimal Commercial 
(Early-Mid 20th Century) 

1940 Contributing 2019 

306 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Financial 
Institution 

Modern/Modern 
Movement 

1970 Noncontributing 2019 

307 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Recreation and Culture - 
Theater 

Commercial Style 1914 Contributing 2019 

309 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1900 Contributing 2019 

311 313 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Italianate 1900 Contributing 2019 

315 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Other 1955 Noncontributing 2019 

319 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Other 1970 Noncontributing 2019 
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401 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Professional Late 19th & 20th Century 
Classical Revival 

1908 Listed 2019 

405 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Specialty 
Store 

Commercial Style 1905 Listed 2019 

408 410  N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Specialty 
Store 

Commercial Style 1891 Listed 2019 

412 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Specialty 
Store 

Commercial Style 1897 Listed 2019 

416 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Not Applicable  Commercial Style 1975 Noncontributing 2019 

417 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Financial 
Institution 

Neoclassical 1905 Contributing 2019 

417 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Financial 
Institution 

Brutalism 1982 Noncontributing 2019 

422 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Not Applicable  Commercial Style 1975 Noncontributing 2019 

424 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Specialty 
Store 

Other 1920 Noncontributing 2019 

501 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1900 Contributing 2019 

502 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1920 Contributing 2019 

504 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Not Applicable  - 2000 Noncontributing 2019 

505 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Modern/Modern 
Movement 

1900 Noncontributing 2019 

508 510 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1920 Contributing 2019 

509 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Italianate 1900 Contributing 2019 



City of Pittsburg Off-Broadway Historic Resources Survey Report 

 

  A-11 

 

 

Address Historic Function Architectural Style Year Built Contributing Status Survey 
Year 

511 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Specialty 
Store 

Commercial Style 1890 Noncontributing 2019 

512 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1915 Contributing 2019 

513 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Late 19th & 20th Century 
Classical Revival 

1890 Contributing 2019 

514 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade  Commercial Style 1915 Contributing 2019 

515 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Italian Renaissance 1890 Contributing 2019 

516 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Streamlined/Art Moderne 1897 Contributing 2019 

517 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Department 
Store 

Modern/Modern 
Movement 

1895 Contributing 2019 

518 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1910 Contributing 2019 

520 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Queen Anne 1910 Contributing 2019 

523 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Department 
Store 

Commercial Style 1892 Contributing 2019 

524 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1899 Noncontributing 2019 

601 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Domestic - Hotel Commercial Style 1905 Contributing 2019 

602 N 
BROADWAY   

Commerce/Trade - Specialty 
Store 

Eclectic 1897 Contributing 2019 

604 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Art Deco 1900 Contributing 2019 

605 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Beaux Arts 1900 Contributing 2019 

606 608 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Art Deco 1900 Contributing 2019 
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607 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Italian Renaissance 1900 Contributing 2019 

610 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Specialty 
Store 

Commercial Style 1905 Contributing 2019 

611 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Buckaroo Revival 1900 Noncontributing 2019 

612 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Beaux Arts 1905 Contributing 2019 

613 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Specialty 
Store 

Other 1900 Noncontributing 2019 

614 616 N 
BROADWAY   

Commerce/Trade  Commercial Style 1915 Contributing 2019 

618 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Commercial Style 1902 Contributing 2019 

620 N 
BROADWAY   

Commerce/Trade  Commercial Style 1897 Contributing 2019 

621 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Department 
Store 

Beaux Arts 1913 Contributing 2019 

622 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Specialty 
Store 

Commercial Style 1897 Contributing 2019 

706 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Professional Other 2000 Noncontributing 2019 

707 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Domestic - Hotel Richardsonian 
Romanesque/Romanesque 
Revival 

1890 Listed 2019 

710 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Not Applicable  Other 2002 Noncontributing 2019 

711 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Restaurant Modern/Modern 
Movement 

 Contributing 2019 

716 N 
BROADWAY   

Commerce/Trade  Commercial Style 1920 Noncontributing 2019 
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717 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Specialty 
Store 

Commercial Style 1905 Contributing 2019 

718 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Unknown Not Applicable/No Style  Noncontributing 2019 

720 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Unknown Not Applicable/No Style  Noncontributing 2019 

722 724 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Not Applicable  Other 2015 Noncontributing 2019 

723 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Eclectic 1905 Not Assessed 2019 

801 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Specialty 
Store 

Modern/Modern 
Movement 

1950 Contributing 2019 

802 N 
BROADWAY   

Commerce/Trade   1935 Not Assessed 2019 

804 N 
BROADWAY   

Commerce/Trade - Specialty 
Store 

Commercial Style 1920 Not Assessed 2019 

806 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Government - Fire Station Commercial Style 1905 Contributing 2019 

808 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade  Other 1920 Noncontributing 2019 

810 812 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Specialty 
Store 

Commercial Style 1920 Contributing 2019 

813 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Specialty 
Store 

Modern/Modern 
Movement 

1940 Contributing 2019 

816 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Restaurant Commercial Style 1920 Contributing 2019 

818 N 
BROADWAY   

Commerce/Trade  Commercial Style 1920 Contributing 2019 

821 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Unknown Other 1969 Noncontributing 2019 

822 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Unknown Modern/Modern 
Movement 

1952 Contributing 2019 
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901 N 
BROADWAY ST 

- Streamlined/Art Moderne 1920 Contributing 2019 

902 N 
BROADWAY   

Health Care - Clinic Commercial Style 1920 Not Assessed 2019 

906 908 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Specialty 
Store 

Commercial Style 1930 Contributing 2019 

910 912 N 
BROADWAY   

Commerce/Trade  Commercial Style 1930 Not Assessed 2019 

913 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Professional Commercial Style 1919 Contributing 2019 

914 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Specialty 
Store 

Commercial Style 1940 Contributing 2019 

915 917 N 
BROADWAY ST 

- Commercial Style 1930 Contributing 2019 

916 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Specialty 
Store 

Modern/Modern 
Movement 

1961 Contributing 2019 

919 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Specialty 
Store 

Other 1930 Contributing 2019 

924 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Not Applicable  Other 1998 Noncontributing 2019 

1001 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Transportation - Road-Related 
(Vehicular) 

Other 1950 Contributing 2019 

1002 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Restaurant Other 1920 Contributing 2019 

1004 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Industry/Processing/Extraction 
- Manufacturing Facility 

Commercial Style 1920 Contributing 2019 

1010 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Professional Commercial Style 1920 Contributing 2019 

1012 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Specialty 
Store 

Commercial Style 1930 Contributing 2019 
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1014 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Restaurant Other 1940 Contributing 2019 

1015 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Specialty 
Store 

Modern/Modern 
Movement 

1970 Noncontributing 2019 

1018 N 
BROADWAY ST 

Commerce/Trade - Business Prairie 1940 Contributing 2019 

101 E EUCLID 
AVE 

Unknown Other 1920 Contributing 2019 
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A.4 RECOMMENDED-ELIGIBLE COMMERCIAL HISTORIC 
DISTRICT BOUNDARY MAP 
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A.5 POTENTIAL RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT SURVEY MAP – 
RECOMMENDED NOT ELIGIBLE 
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