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policy. | any other boat in the trade, and more

town. The eitor of the Chindowan must
got used Lo theso things, like the rest of
ns have. Doos it not know that this is
the gama of small-souled people in Kan-
|sas, when they find that a rival town is
getting abead of their pet place. If Quin-
daro had been a place likely always to
remain in insignificance, that Clerk would
have known where it was. We know of
o certain steamboat, the officers of which
are interested in o rival to White Clond.
This boat has landed more freight snd
passengers here, the present season, than |

than it has at the place in which it is in-
i yet the officers spare no oppor-
disparage White Cload. H‘
passengers o land here, they
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tion, in this ion, that Mr. K-

tovan has * gone through the flint mill,”
in his time. ¥l omigrated from Ohio to
Western Illinols, about twenty-five years

Sol Miller started the Kansas Chief in 1857 at White Cloud and in 1872 moved it to Troy. Articles
on this editorial page dated August 20, 1857, are typical of Miller's heated verbal exchanges with
neighboring editors and his promotion of his community. Early Kansas newspaper editors
practiced the “"Horace Greeley” brand of journalism—relating the news as a personal narrative
and frequently using the editorial “we.” As here, they placed the more significant news at the

head of the editorial column.
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BARBED WORDS ON THE FRONTIER:
EARLY KANSAS NEWSPAPER EDITORS

DON W. WILSON

N AN ADDRESS before the Editorial and
Publishers Association of Kansas in 1877,
Capt. Henry King, noted Kansas editor, stated:
“THE FIRST KANSAS NEWSPAPER flut-
tered out from among the scrub oaks and hazel
brush. I suppose that human nature
needed it, and so it was sent here as sort of a
special providence, it was the first of
our things. It came in even before our sins.” "
Captain King was describing the establishment
of the first newspaper in Leavenworth, but his
description could have been applied to early
newspapers in most Kansas communities dur-
ing the second half of the 19th century. In the
territorial period alone, 1854-1861, more than
100 different newspapers were established in
the newly developed towns. Lawrence pro-
vided a good example of this tendency. When
the town was little more than a group of tents
on the prairie and hardly knew its own name,
as one editor later put it, it already had three
newspapers.

The importance of newspapers to Kansas
communities was such that many contended
they were the first, strongest, and even the most
characteristic institution of Kansas. Others put
newspapers at least on par with the railroads in
their  relative importance to a community.
There is little doubt both were critical. As one
authority expressed it: “A town without a
railroad, existing or prospective, was dead, and
without a newspaper it might as well be, for no
one would know of its existence.”* Fortun-
ately, it did not require the amount of capital to
operate a newspaper that it did to operate a
railroad. Thus, there was hardly a town in
Kansas in the 19th century that did not have at
least one newspaper: and while few flourished,
a surprising number did survive. In 1889, for

This article is a slightly revised and enlarged version of a
paper given by Dr. Wilson on Nyle Miller Day in Topeka, No-
vember 12, 1976,

1. The Kansas Editors’ Annual for 1877 (Topeka, Kansas Pub-
lishing House, 1877), p. 9.

2. Nyle H. Miller, Edgar Langsdorf, and Robert W, Richmond,
.It';:}l;;u in Newspapers (Topeka, Kansas State Historical Society,

s i
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example, there were 733 daily and weekly
newspapers in Kansas, more newspapers on a
per capita basis than in any other state at that
time.?

The purpose of this study is not so much to
argue the relative importance of the newspaper
as it is to look at the men who edited these early
newspapers and their role in the community.
The heritage left by these early newspapermen
was a rich as it was unique. These pioneer
editors of yesteryear had a different character
from the present-day journalists, and in some
ways it was in contrast to their colleagues and
contemporaries of the Eastern press. While
early Kansas was in many ways a journalist’s
paradise with all the activities occurring, the
pioneer Kansas editor had to be an all-around
man. He worked long hours; he had to be able
to make a speech, write up a murder, cover
legislation, comment on crops, shoulder a rifle
if necessary, and, in most cases, publish his
paper on credit. Because of these tasks, the
ones who were attracted and then survived
were generally adventurous men, frequently
assisted by adventurous spouses. The times
and events demanded such men and they were
not lacking. There were few stronger than Jo-
siah Miller, John Speer, G. W. Brown, Daniel
Anthony, Sol Miller, Preston B. Plumb, Jacob
Stotler, S. S. Prouty, D.W. Wilder, and a score
of others.

Nor were these newspapermen any less for-
midable in mind than in body and spirit. They
envisioned their function in the unusual envi-
ronment of territorial Kansas as a multifaceted
one. Each saw himself as moral interpreter,
opinion molder, entertainer, social commenta-
tor, philosopher, and teacher all rolled into
one. If, as Captain King contended in 1877,
Kansas was a state based upon the press, then
these newspaper editors were indeed prophets
in a wilderness and the molders of that inspi-
ration which was derived from the printed

3. Ibid.
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Called “the best known of Kansas editors,” Sol Miller
(1831-1897) of the Kansas Chief, White Cloud and
Troy, was often embroiled in editorial warfare. His
writing was often humorous but sometimes sarcastic;
his style could be on a high ethical plain or in bad taste.

word.* The journalism which they practiced
was what might be termed the “Horace Gree-
ley” brand of writing, i.e., the editor relating
the news as a personal narrative and frequently
using the editorial “we.” Clearly, the editorial
style was over-developed. An examination of a
broad representation of early Kansas newspa-
pers demonstrated that the most significant
news in the paper—political or otherwise—was
placed at the head of the editorial column.®* The
editor was everything in terms of what infor-
mation a local settler received. D. L. Kretsinger
wrote in the Richfield Leaderin January, 1886,
“Well do you know that newspapers are the
beacon lights of a higher and better civilization
through which rights are enforced, and wrongs
redressed, and the moral and social world
made better.” ¢

4. Kansas Editors" Annual for 1877, p. 9.

5. Herbert Flint, “Journalism in Territorial Kansas” (Master's
thesis, University of Kansas, 1916), pp. 550-352
6. Richfield Leader, January 9, 1886,

One of the initial functions of a newspaper
was to attract people to a community. Invari-
ably there was a connection between the
founding of an early newspaper and the
founding of a new town in Kansas. Usually the
town company either owned the paper, heavily
subsidized it, or included the editor among the
principal owners of the company. The Herald
of Freedom in Lawrence, the Atchison Squat-
ter Sovereign, the Quindaro Chindowan, and
the Fort Scott Democrat were all at one time or
another owned by the respective town compa-
nies. The Emporia News began publishing
with a subcription list that numbered 1,200—
300 subscriptions each to G.W. Brown, G.W.
Deitzler, Columbus Hornsby, and Lyman
Allen, all town company speculators. Sam
Wood negotiated an agreement with the Coun-
cil Grove town company before moving his
newspaper to that community in 1859. The
agreement called for Wood’s newspaper to be
subsidized for 250 subscriptions at an annual
charge of $1.00 per subscription for two years.
In addition, the town company agreed to fur-
nish space for the newspaper at no charge for
six months, a town lot which the newspaper
building would eventually occupy, another lot
for Sam Wood’s home, and a tax-free status for
the newspaper for two years.”

Due to the competition between towns and
their respective newspapers in trying to attract
settlement and business, it was inevitable that
rival communities would quarrel bitterly.
While the quarrels usually took on political
overtones, the excuses for blasting one another
in print were almost as numerous as the ar-
guments. Conspicuous in this type of editorial
exchange was Sol Miller, who carried on end-
less wars with other editors of both political
persuasions in towns adjacent to White Cloud.
By doing so Miller kept White Cloud on the
map years after it should have died. Perhaps
for this reason alone, Sol Miller should be
examined a little more in depth, for he was not
an ordinary newspaperman. He wielded power
because he was respected by even those who
opposed and hated him. He played the game of
politics and journalism according to the pre-
vailing rules of the day and with great ability.
Sometimes Miller wrote significantly and at a

7. Flint,"Journalism in Territorial Kansas,” pp. 430-443.
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high ethical level; at other times he wrote in
bad taste; and occasionally he was downright
obscene. Without regard to the prestige and
power of any man, if Miller disagreed, he
spoke his piece and to the point.

Known throughout early Kansas as “the
chief,” Solomon Miller first journeyed to the
new territory in the spring of 1857 and started
the Kansas Chief newspaper in the town of
White Cloud, a small river settlement in the
northeast corner of what is today the state’s
boundary. In 1872 he moved the Chief to Troy,
only a few miles away from White Cloud, and
there he continued to operate the paper until
his death in 1897,

In a tribute to this unusual editor, Noble
Prentis described Sol Miller at work:

In his office in Troy with his sleeves rolled up and
surrounded by such stacks and piles of newspapers and
such boxes, drawers, and barrels of clippings as grace no
other printing office in this Western country may be found
Sol Miller; queer, bright, quaint, original, a man of old-

world virtues, yet keeping his eyes on the moving hands of
time's dial.” *

Miller had one thing in common with his
fellow editors of the day and that was a way
with words. The successful editors in early
Kansas had tremendous vocabularies and they
were masters at inventing new expressions or
phrases to describe a person or situation. As
one writer expressed it: “It [their language]
doesn’t wiggle, wobble or waver, beat about
the bush, put out a smoke screen, play hide and
seek or dodge the issue. . . .”*

From early in the territorial penod verbal
exchanges among editors were terse, pointed,
and imaginative. Less than three months after
the establishment of the Chief, Sol Miller was
deeply embroiled in a heated verbal exchange
with Thomas ]J. Key, editor of the nearby Don-
iphan Constitutionalist. Their exchange, which
was widely reprinted in other territorial pa-
pers, captures the spirit of the early journalists.

It is said but we hardly believe it, that the [Thomas ].
Key] every morning strikes his head into an empty flour
barrel, and vells at the top of his voice, “Honorable
Thomas ]. Key!” just to hear how it sounds; and that he has
little boys hired, paid with candy, to exclaim, when he

walks the streets, “There goes the Honorable Thomas J.
Key!"

8. Ibid., p. 487.

9. Cecil Howes, "“Pistol-Packin® Pencil Pushers,” Kansas His-
torical Quarterly, v. 13 (May, 1944), p. 115.

10. White Cloud Kansas Chief, August 20, 1857.

Now Key did not just ignore this verbal at-
tack, and he answered Miller’s charges in the
next issue of the Kansas Constitutionalist. One
can almost see his anger rising as he wrote:

There is a small sheet published at White Cloud, called
the Chief, said to be edited by one Sol Miller, which we
seldom see. In the last number the editor devotes nearly a

lumn to the “Honorable THOMAS J. KEY," as he calls
us, and he ds admirably in g us, tell-
ing lies upon us. His article makes bt ui sl siiibe da
Black Republican articles generally. . .

The editor of the Chief wishes us to brlng him into
notice, but we do not wish to polute our columns with such
trash, unless forced to do so. We would gently hint to the
cross-eyed, crank-sided, peaked and long rnzorhnosed

blue-mouthed, nigger-lipped, sq d, pty
headed, snaggle-toothed ﬁllhy-rnauthed e + « ham-
mer-hearted, hump-sh ed, bland

shanked, splaw-footed, ignoble, Black Republican,
abolition editor, to attend to his own affairs or we will pitch
into him in earnest."

It wasn’t over yet, and Sol Miller replied in
turn with headlines reading:

“HONORABLE"” THOMAS ]. KEY GETS “SAV-
AGE"!—In a late ber of the Doniphan Constitution-
alist (which the gentlemanly publisher neglected to send
us,) the editor takes satisfaction upon us, by calling us all
the hard names he ever heard of—hard names being the
only arg he ds. A other things, he
calls us a Black Republican, and a Iiar" [and] concludes
with a tirade of slop-shop expressions, purporting to come
from some hireling, lick-spittle in his em-
ploy. . . . We must acknowledge, we did not exactly
tell the truth about him. We said his name was Thomas
Jefferson Key. We beg Thomas Jefferson’s pardon—it
should have been Thomas Jack-ass Key! (No insult in-
tended to jack-asses generally). But the idea that we want
him to bring us into notice—goody gracious! Do we want a
skunk to fling his filth upon us, that people may notice us?
It would be far preferable to being brought into notice by
such a burlesque upon humanity as Thomas J. Key!"

Even in the most heated of arguments,
Miller seldom failed to see some humor in a
situation and it usually surfaced in his writ-
ings. But at times his sarcasm was devastating.
During the first years of statehood, Miller’s
favorite target was Sen. James Lane. As a poli-
tician, Lane’s most successful method of at-
tracting votes was by means of patronage—he
frequently promised the same office to several
different people. When Sol Miller heard that
Lane at one point even promised the congres-
sional nomination to the Kansas speaker of the
house in 1861, he remarked: “Lane has no

11. Quoted from “Bypaths of Kansas History,” Kansas His-
torical Quarterly, v. 13 (August, 1945), p. 473.
12. White Cloud Kansas Chief, September 10, 1857.
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more right to bargain off that nomination than
his distinguished ancestor had to promise the
whole world to Christ. . . "

Sol Miller’s style of sarcastic humor was not
an isolated example of writing among the early
journalists. Some of the remarks about certain
editors were quite pointed and not necessarily
related to the victims’ political persuasion. One
of the most frequent verbal victims of talented
typesetters was Sam Wood of Council Grove.
Over the years, he probably edged out Daniel
Anthony, I, of Leavenworth. Wood was often
featured in news articles like the one printed in
the Emporia News in 1860:

Sam Wood, of the Council Grove Press, has two very
nice Suffolk pigs, which, judging from his looks, he eats
with, drinks with and sleeps with. He took us to see them
when we were at the Grove lately, thinking, we presume,
that we would give him and his pigs editorial notice. Out
of respect for the pigs we didn’t do it, as they undoubtedly
would hate to have folks know that they associate with
Sam. "

In most cases, however, both sides under-
stood that it was a fair game of give and take,
and frequently not so seriously meant as it
sounded. Editors who blasted one another in
print one issue would often compliment one
another for a stand or piece of writing a few
issues later. For if there were brotherhood of
suffering, these early editors had a close kin-
ship. Survival of newspapers and editors was
not easy. Conditions were poor at best. An
Eastern correspondent visited the offices of the
Leavenworth Weekly Herald in 1857 and pro-
vided the following description:

A visit to the printing office afforded a rich treat. On
entering the first room on the right hand, three law “shin-
gles” were on the door: on one side was a rich bed—French
blankets, sheets, tablecloths, shirts, cloaks and rugs, all
together; on the wall hung hams, maps, venison and rich
engravings, onions, portraits and boots; on the floor were a
side of bacon, carved to the bone, corm and potatoes,
stationery and books; on a nice dressing case stood a
wooden tray half full of dough, while crockery occupied
the professional desk. In the room on the left—the sanc-
tum—the housewife, cook and editor lived in glorious
unity—one person. He was seated on a stool, with a paper
before him on a plank, writing a vigorous knock down to
an article in the Kickapoo Pioneer, a paper of a rival city.
The cooking stove was at his left, and tin kettles all around;
the corn cake was a doin’, and instead of scratching his
head for an idea, as editors often do, he turned the cake and
went ahead.”

13. Ibid., April 25, 1861.
14. Emporia News, September 8, 1860.
15. White Cloud Kansas Chief, August 6, 1857.

And yet despite the problems and condi-
tions, more and more newspapers appeared
every year. In some cases newspapers were
established for a political campaign and then
passed into oblivion after election day. Others
were created for specific causes or issues on a
short-term basis. So numerous were these tab-
loids by 1860, the editor of the Atchison
Champion offered the following general com-
ments on newspapers in Kansas territory:

Verily, Kansas newspapers are an anomaly. Most of them
are dailies—that is, they live a day. Like man in the
sermon, by the author of “The Harp of a Thousand
Strings,” they “come up like a hoppergrass, and are cut
down like a jack-ass.” Peace to their ashes.”

The passage of time did little to alleviate
tough economic conditions for the pioneer ed-
itors. As the settlement lines moved westward,
the story was retold in similar terms as indi-
cated in the Topeka Commonwealth in 1875:

The following beautiful and touching obituary notices
appear in the Cawker City Tribune: “The Beloit Index has
ascended the tin tube. It expired at the early age of three
months. . . . Another good newspaper office will now
become food for the sheriff. The Solomon valley is paved
with newspaper presses, as hell is with good intentions.
They stand at every four corners, monuments of warning to
would be Greeleys and Bennetts. They are all sacred to the
memory of departed ambition and ruined
hopes. . . . Phillipsburg once had one, Kirwin has
one dead and one stored away. Cedarville once had it, and
it died. Osborne City killed one. Stockton was threatened
with one. Cawker City has borne up under the infliction of
two of them, and now supports one. The place where
Lindley once stood is marked by an old hand press. Solo-
mon City gets away with about two a year, and this is not
the first death that has occurred in Beloit. . . .7

Newspapers, however, continued to serve as
a vanguard.to new settlement. For example, in
March, 1885, Editor E. P. Worcester set out for
Thomas county to start a newspaper. When he
arrived, he set up shop in H. W. Miller’s sod
house. According to his own account “The
CAT office was the first building put up in
Colby. One year ago there was but one store in
Thomas county. The CAT was here
before the town, and will endeavor in the next
year, to build and advertise thoroughly the
beautiful County of Thomas, the enterprising
town of Colby, and melodeously mew in the
ears of those seeking homes in the new
west.”

16. Atchi: Freedom’s Chamy April 6, 1859.
17. Topeka Commonwealth, April 2, 1875,
18. Thomas County Cat, Colby, March 11, 1886,
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These conditions, however, did not deter the
majority of aspiring editors. They wrote in the
same style and with the same wit as their
counterparts in the eastern parts of the state.
They even went so far as to adopt a liberal
policy of reprinting editorials from those more
established papers. All understood that it was a
game of give and take and there were few
serious problems about using someone else’s
writings.

A notable thing about these early editors was
the space which they devoted to feature mate-
rial and entertainment. It was not unusual for
an editor to devote over one fourth of the
paper’s space to these categories. It usually
comprised the entire first page and was then
scattered throughout the remainder of the
paper under such headings as “Pearls of
Thought,” “Things Wise and Otherwise,” Ed-
itorial Melange,” and the like. Another striking
characteristic was that occasionally this mate-
rial was “off color” or in questionable taste. In
examining the columns and articles one con-
cludes that the inclusion of this commentary
was an important element in the entertainment
function of the newspaper. The newspaper in
the 19th century was the primary source of
entertainment for the general populace of
Kansas, who, of course, had no movies, radio,
television or other forms of media which are
relied upon today. Thus, it was the drama,
humor, style, wit, and knowledge that the edi-
tors of these papers conveyed which both
molded the thoughts and entertained the
minds of our forefathers.

The subject matter of these editorial writ-
ings had few boundaries and often little pro-
priety. They felt free to discuss the character of
other editors, active politicians, other commu-
nities, and even Indians.

A favorite story among editors on the sub-
ject of Indians appeared in The Smoky Hill
and Republican Union on September 3, 1864,

A “big injun” having strayed from camp, found himself
lost on trying to return to it. After looking about, he drew
hi If up and exclaimed, “Injun lost! ” but recovering
himself, and feeling unwilling to acknowledge such short

sightedness, [he proclaimed] “No, Injun no lost—wigwam
lost— (striking his breast), Injun here!” *

When there were no political issues, Indian

19. The Smoky Hill and Republican Union, Junction City,
September 3, 1864,

Samuel N. Wood (1825-1891), Free-State party
leader, was associated with several early Kansas
newspapers. As was often the case with the founding
of new towns in Kansas, his newspaper at Council
Grove was subsidized by the town company.

jokes, or hot feuds, the editors composed elab-
orate social comments on marriages, births,
and other conditions or events in their com-
munities. Abe Bennett of the Pearlette Call in
Meade county was a master of what might be
termed “social commentary reporting.” In one
issue he discussed the scarcity of wood and
coal in the Meade county area, and how settlers
had to resort to the use of buffalo chips for fuel.
He then vividly described how the women
adapted to this situation.

It was comical to see how gingerly our wives handled
these chips at first. They commenced by picking them up
between two sticks, or with a poker. Soon they used a rag,
and then a corner of their apron. Finally, growing har-
dened, a wash after handling them was sufficient. And
now? Now it is out of the bread, into the chips and back
again—and not even a dust of the hands! *

Another editor handled a delicate social sit-
uation in 1874 in the following manner:

A couple came from Ohio, arriving in Leavenworth a few

20. Pearlette Call, April 15, 1879.
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days since, and were married about noon. At 8 o'clock in
the evening a bouncing boy weighing ten and half pounds
was born to the blooming bride of less than ten hours. This
is only another evidence of the fertility of Kansas, and a
proof that the drought is not so general and fatal in its
effects as some of our eastern friends suppose.®

A more traditional birth announcement was
written by the editor of the Dodge City news-
paper in a more personal way: “BORN—To
Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Overley, June 11, 1878, a
daughter.” Then there was added this editorial
comment: “It is unnecessary to state that the
old gentleman, who is bordering on 60, is very
proud of this masterly streak of luck.” #

Gatherings associated with weddings, new
houses, harvest time, and holidays were all
popular news items reported at length by the
editors. Dancing was the theme of an editorial
printed in the 1870’s. As you will note, dancing
had its appeal in Kansas over 100 years ago and
took on some of the same characteristics as the
dancing of modern times:

A group of splendid ones is on the floor and loving
mated—the gents encircle their partners’ waists with one
arm. The ladies and gentlemen closely face to face. They
are very eret and lean a little forward
(Music). . . . Feet and heels of gents go rip rap, rip
rap, rip. Ladies’ feet go tippy tip, tippy tip, tip. Then all go
rippity, clippity, slippity, flippity, skippity, hoppity, jum-
pity, bumpity, thump. Ladies fly off by centrifugal mo-
mentum. Gents pull ladies hard and elose. They reel,
swing, slide, look tender, look silly, look dizzy. Feet fly,
tresses fly, hoops fly, caresses fly, all fly. It looks tuggity,
huwly, pullity,  squeezity, pressity, rubbity,
rip. . . The maidens tuck down their chins very low,
or raise them exceedingly high. Some smile, some giggle,
some frown, some sneer, and all sweat freely. The ladies’
faces are brought against those of themen . . . breast
against breast, nose against nose, toes against toes. Now
they are again making a sound, like georgy-porgy, deery-
peery, didy-pidy, coachey-poachey. “This dance is not
much but the extras are glorious.” If men were women,
there would be no such thing as dancing. But they are only
men, and so the thing goes on by women's love for it.®

In case you are wondering what the people
looked like who were involved in these dances
in the Kansas frontier, a report appeared in the
Dodge City Times in 1877 which explicitly
described the dress of some of the participants.

THE Social. Hop
Another of the social hops for which the Dodge House
has become famous, was on yesterday eve-

21. The Sumner County Press, Wellington, July 30, 1874,

22. Dodge City Times, June 15, 1878,

23. Quoted from Robert W. Richmond, Kansas: A Land of
Contrasts (5t. Charles, Mo., Forum Press, 1974) pp. 138-139.

ning. . . . Our special reporter who was detailed to
write up the costumes of the ladies, and who was in our
usual liberal way furnished an ive t of pocket

to make himself ble with, has in some way
got the boot on the wrong leg and submits the following
varied description of the paraphanalia of the Lords of
Creation:

Mr. J. F. L. appeared in a gorgeous suit of linsey wolsey,
cut bias on the gourd with red cotton handkerchief attach-
ment imported by Messrs, H. & D. from Lawrence.

Mr. H. was modestly attired in a blue larubs wool un-
dershirt, frilled. He is a graceful dancer, but paws too
much with his fore legs.

Mr. I. G. ]. was the envy of all; hewore his elegant blond
moustache a la gin sling, and was tastefully arrayed in
arctic over shoes with collar buttons and studs.

Mr. J. N—The apy e of this gentl la
flutter among the fair ones; as he trimmed his nails, picked
his nose and sailed majestically around the room, the buzz
of admiration sounded like the distant approach of the No.
3 freight train. s

Mr. A. H. ].—There was a split in the air, a streak of
white whirling through space, and Sam was performing a
highland fling with grape-vine accompaniments, as only
Sam can do it. He was costumed as an angel playing on a
harp of a thousand strings. Were it not for a slight gang-saw
movement of his hind legs, which occasionally shook the
foundation and jarred loose the bridge on the bass viol, his
dancing would indeed have been the essence of a car-load
of long horns. . . . ™

Some of the most explicit court reporting
also came out of Kansas. An account of a police
court session as written by the Dodge City
Times, August 11, 1877, was a prime example.
The article opened with the judge decreeing
that “any person caught throwing turnips,
cigar stumps, beets, or old quids of tobacco at
this court,” would be immediately arraigned
before the bar of justice. The case involved
horse stealing and fighting. The evidence was
brief and pointed. Then came the reporter’s
description of the sentencing:

“Again,” said the judge as he rested his alabaster brow
on his left paw, “do you appear within this sacred realm, of
which I, and I only, am high muck-i-muck. You have
disturbed the quiet of our lovely village. Why, instead of
letting the demon of passion fever your brain into this fray
did you not shake hands and call it all a mistake. Then the
lion and the lamb would have lain down together and
white-robed peace would have fanned you with her silvery
wings and elevated your thoughts to the good and pure by
her smiles of approbation; but no, you went to chawing
and clawing and pulling hair. It is $10.00 and costs, Mr.
Martin." ®

As the westward movement spread over the

24, Dodge City Times, August 4, 1877.
25. Ibid., August 11, 1877,
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D.R. Anthony
(1824-1904)
Leavenworth Conservative

Josiah Miller
(1828-1870)
Lawrence Kansas Free State

Preston B. Plumb
(1837-1891)
Emporia Kanzas News

G.W. Brown
(1820-1915)
Lawrence Herald of Freedom

John Speer Jacob Stotler
(1817-1906) (1833-1901)
Lawrence Republican Emporia News

D.W. Wilder
(1832-1911)
Elwood Free Press and others

Early Kansas editors were adventurous men. These along
with Sol Miller and Sam Wood were among the better known.
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Kansas prairie and the accessories of society
stabilizied in an area, it was reflected in the
contents of the newspapers. Fewer headlines
dealt with shootings; society columns ap-
peared; arguments over issues and politics be-
came less personalized. But the one feature
which remained constant in the 19th century
was the poetic license taken by editors in
boosting their town locations.

Apparently a Colby editor in 1886 felt ex-
treme measures were necessary to attract new
settlers to that area when he wrote:

EDEN RESTORED

It has been discovered that Western Kansas is the Eden
from which Grandfather Adam and Grandmother Eve
were driven for fooling around with the commandments
and the Good Man's winter wine saps. The stump of the
identical tree under which Mrs. Adam was beguiled by the
serpent, is just south of the river in Hamilton County. The
flaming sword that guarded the Tree of Life has been
stolen . . . but the fig tree is here from which Mrs.
Adam f; 1 her fashionable but somewhat scanty
wearing apparel. It is dead now—prohably winter killed—
but, like our flag, it is still here, and furnishes evidence
which the oldest inhabitants dare not dispute. The soil is
just as fruitful as ye olden time and produces prodi-
giously. - . Potatoes grow so big that they can only
be roasted by building a fire on the windward side and
when one section is done, waiting for the wind to change.
Cabbage leaves are used for circus tents. . . . A man
planted a turnip one mile from the railroad last summer
and the railroad company sued him for obstructing their
right of way before the middle of July. Pumpkins
are in good demand this winter for barns. . . . Pea
pods are used as ferry boats on the Arkansas
River. . . . North of Coolidge are several lakes of
strained honey and we often have showers of rose water
and cologne in the early part of the year. The settlement of
western Kansas is restoring Eden to its primitive glory and
man to his first estate.®

Most of these editors of 19th century Kansas
had an abundance of talent, and their reputa-
tions, in some cases, were national in scope. I
have quoted rather extensively in this paper to
convey both the letter and the spirit of their
work as a group. These editors were characters
with unique personalities and abilities. They
were gifted with imagination, always partisan,
witty, and imbued with a vision that the func-
tion of an editor was to enlighten, educate,
inform and entertain.

26. Thomas County Cat, Colby, January 7, 1886,

With the beginning of the 20th century, a
new brand of journalism began to emerge.
Perhaps it was technological progress which
brought about the change. Or maybe it was the
state of the journalistic profession. Whatever
the reason, an era had passed by the first dec-
ade of the 20th century. James C. Humphrey,
who became editor of the Belleville Telescope
in 1870 captured some of the spirit of that era
when he wrote his farewell editorial in 1901,
“Of course we have made enemies, but we
have no apologies to make, for when we gave
any one a swat we generally got one in return;
nor are we going to say that if we have made
mistakes they were ‘mistakes of the head and
not of the heart,” for we have always endea-
vored to track our head and heart in the same
class.” 7

Six years later, in 1907, William Allen White
wrote the obituary for a distinct brand of jour-
nalism with these remarks:

There is in progress in a small Kansas town, at the
present time, a newspaper row that reminds us of the
haleyon days when the rag across the street was edited by a
lop-eared leper. Unfortunately for the picturesque in jour-
nalism, the lop-eared lepers are nearly all dead, or in the
poorhouse. We seldom hear of them any more, and we sigh
for the touch of a vanished hand, and the sound of a voice
that is still.

In this Kansas row, one of the editors is described as a
hyena that prowls by night. The hyena that prowls by night
replies that his antagonist is to all intents and purposes a
polecat. The polecat appears slightly dazed by this rebuke,
but rallies bravely, and intimates that the hyena would
consider it no crime to steal the coppers from a dead man's

es.

EyThe hyena ignores this accusation, and expresses his
profound conviction that the polecat would rob a widow's
hen roost. And so the cheerful controversy proceeds. It is
really refreshing, as viewed from a distance, and it is too
bad that the Prominent Business Men are always
butting in. They ought to be sending marked cnrnes of the
local papers all over the universe.®

No professional newspaper editor of the
present day would or lawfully could write as
they did then. But it is a part of our state’s
heritage—a part that was not equaled by any
other state in terms of numbers of papers, tal-
ents of the editors, or interest of the people on a
per capita basis.

27. Belleville Telescope, June 28, 1901,
28. Emporia Gazette, November 6, 1907,




