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Kansas State Historical Society rooms, west wing of the statehouse, ca. 1895.

The Kansas State Historical Society has made its home on the
corner of Tenth and Jackson Streets in Topeka for more than eighty
years. For most of that time the GAR ( Grand Army of the
Republic) Memorial Building has housed all of the Society's his-
toric documents, pre-historic and historic artifacts, and voluminous
library collections, and entertained tens of thousands of serious
researchers and curious visitors. The Society itself, however, is
much older than its historic quarters. Its collections and tiny staff
first resided in the state capitol.

Beginning in 1875 the Society occupied various locations in
the statehouse from a bookcase in the office of State Auditor Daniel
W. Wilder, the “father” of the Society, to the entire fourth floor of
the south wing. Space was a major problem for the Society from
day one, as the above photograph illustrates. And this persistent
problem—inadequate facilities to properly accommodate the ever-
growing collections, along with the desire of other governmental
agencies to free up more room in the statehouse—vas a significant
factor in the movement in the early twentieth century to erect a
permanent facility to house the Kansas State Historical Society.

Thus in 1914 the Society moved its collections across the street
from the capitol to the Memorial Building at Tenth and Jackson.

The Society will be leaving its historic location and building
later this year. Interestingly, many of the same issues that forced
the Society out of the capitol were at the heart of the drive for a new
museum building in the 1980s and a new research center in the
1990s. In addition to a special issue of Kansas History planned for
later this year, the journal will commemorate the Society’s state-
house/Memorial Building history with a four-part series of pho-
tographs on the inside front covers.

The first shows a portion of the Society's overcrowded state-
house space in the mid-1890s and four key members of the organi-
zation's staff: Franklin G. Adams, the first permanent secretary of
the State Historical Society (1876-1899) and the person most
responsible for its early success; Grace Darlow, a clerk; Zu Adams,
chief librarian and daughter of F.G. Adams, to whom she provided
invaluable assistance; and George A. Root, who served on the
Society staff until retirement in 1947 when he claimed to be “the
oldest relic on the state’s payroll in point of continuous service.”
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