BOOK NOTES

Surviving Hitler, Evading Stalin: One Woman’s Remarkable Escape
from Nazi Germany. By Mildred Schindler Janzen with Sherye
S. Green. (Mechanicsburg, PA: Sunbury Press, 2020, xiii + 276
pages, paper, $19.95.)

This book is a remarkable and vivid piece of documentary
history detailing the lives of members of an ordinary rural
farm family who witnessed their entire world come crashing
down. Surviving Hitler, Evading Stalin is the memoir of Mildred
Schindler Janzen, a German woman who was born in the
United States but raised in a rural town in Nazi Germany.
Janzen'’s story is one of hope, perseverance, and faith as she
recalls a youth fraught with terrible hardships and uncertainty
under the rule of two successive dictators: first Adolph Hitler
and then Joseph Stalin. The author discusses wartime rationing
and blackouts, the sound of bombers flying overhead, and the
fear felt by a vulnerable young girl as soldiers loot her home
and march her family into the unknown perils of the Soviet
East. Throughout her experience of slave labor and refugee
camps in occupied Europe, Janzen’s only hope for salvation
was her father’s far-off relations in Great Bend, Kansas. Now in
her nineties and living in Ellsworth, Janzen has a lesson to teach
the young people of today: “Oppose evil at every opportunity.
Speak out against injustice. Most importantly, pay attention
in your history class. History can repeat itself; many of my
generation bear witness to that fact” (p. xiii).

Too Strong to Be Broken: The Life of Edward ]. Driving Hawk. By
Edward ]. Driving Hawk and Virginia Driving Hawk Sneve.
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, American Indian Lives,
2020, xiii + 168 pages, cloth $27.95.)

Beginning with Edward Driving Hawk’s youth on the Rosebud
Reservation in the 1940s, this narrative carries through his
experiences in the Air Force in Korea, where he was wounded,
and Vietnam, where he was exposed to Agent Orange; his years
as chairman of the Rosebud Sioux tribe in the 1970s; and finally
a stint in prison—he was, he explains, left holding the bag for
a bank fraud that had used him and tribal jurisdiction as cover.
Driving Hawk's struggle with alcoholism and the problems it
caused for his family, especially his wife, Carmen, is a major
theme of the first part of the narrative; the practical elements of
tribal government and interaction with white power structures
dominate the last part—especially the Bureau of Indian Affairs
but also the local police and the governor of South Dakota.
The book is put together from Driving Hawk’s recollections,
quoted or synthesized by his sister Virginia, and much space
is given both to his ancestors and to his extended family. Thus,
the biography of one remarkable person becomes a story about
everyday life on the Rosebud Reservation and across the West,
from the Dawes Act to the present.

History of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway, new
ed. By Keith L. Bryant, Jr., and Fred W. Frailey. (Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 2020, 432 pages, cloth $49.95.)

This impressive, comprehensive history of the Atchison,
Topeka and Santa Fe (AT&SF) Railway spans over a century,
from Cyrus K. Holliday’s initial vision for a rail connection
to the Pacific to the merger with the Burlington Northern line
that created the Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF). At

its height, the AT&SF laid thirteen thousand miles of track,
with a large portion of that in Kansas. The authors frame
this as a business or corporate history, analyzing corporate
management’s ambitions and failures, construction and
technological advancements, economic boosterism, and the
company’s involvement in local and state politics. However,
they also address how the AT&SF line converged with

other themes central to western identity, including national
expansionism, conservation and conflicts over land use,
urban development, strikes and labor disputes, and how
passengers experienced western landscapes through the
windows of their AT&SF train car.

Nebraska History Moments: Stories and Photos from the Collections
of History Nebraska. By David L. Bristow. (Lincoln: History
Nebraska, 2021, ix + 132 pages, photo credits, paper, $14.95.)

David L. Bristow’s Nebraska History Moments is exactly what
it purports to be: a collection of photos of intriguing moments
in the history of the state of Nebraska, with enlightening and
oftentimes amusing commentary from Bristow himself. Some
of the moments contained in this book are events of more
standard historical significance—such as breaking ground
for the new state capitol and the original campus of the
University of Nebraska. Most, however, are of more general
interest. The book opens with an impromptu footrace down
a dusty dirt road between grown men in their Sunday best.
Further standouts include the mug shot of an accused burglar
as he’s restrained in a headlock; a sketch of a “wind ship”
prairie wagon as it’s propelled by sail along the Nebraska
plains; ecstatic teenagers as they fawn over Elvis on his
first trip to Omaha; and, of course, an exhibition of genuine
Nebraska “cornhusking.” The book is written in such a way
that anyone can pick it up, flip it open to one of the plethora of
eye-popping images, and become lost in the majestic banality
of everyday life, from the first settlers to photograph Chimney
Rock to the first Native person to receive a medical degree to
perform surgery in Nebraska. This book is recommended to
more than just Nebraskans—it is a valuable chronicle of life
for anyone interested in the history of the Great Plains.
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