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Profiting from the Peak: Landscape and Liberty in 
Colorado Springs 

by John Harner

xv + 322 pages, notes, index.
Louisville: University Press of Colorado, 2021, cloth $48.00.

John Harner spent twenty-three years pondering 
Colorado Springs and the surrounding Pikes Peak 
region. During that time, he sought to understand how 
the community’s landscape, history, and socioeconomic 
circumstances combined to form its broader sense of place. 
Grounded in archival research, Profiting from the Peak: 
Landscape and Liberty in Colorado Springs is the result of those 
journeys. Part a love letter to his adopted hometown and 
part a study on the creation of the sense of place, the book 
provides a vivid portrayal of the city’s history and identity. 
Over ten thematic chapters, Harner expertly describes how 
Colorado Springs’ history shaped its landscape and culture 
and answers the question of what makes this place unique. 
In doing so, he provides an insightful addition to American 
West history and urban geography. 

Colorado Springs rests in the eastern shadow of the 
14,115-foot Pikes Peak, where pine forests meet Colorado’s 
shortgrass prairie. It is a vibrant place, home to the U.S. 
Air Force Academy and the U.S. Olympic Headquarters. 
The Ute, Arapahoe, and Cheyenne stayed within the 
region for centuries before early Anglo settlers ventured 
in seeking gold. Tourists followed, finding rest and resort 
in the numerous hot springs and in walking among the 
uplifted sandstone monoliths of Garden of the Gods city 
park. Water projects drew water from the neighboring 
mountains, helping the region grow in both population 
and wealth. Residents’ embrace of free-market idealism 
bred a conservative politics that has come to define the 
region. All of these factors, Harner explains, fashioned 
Colorado Springs’ broader sense of place. 

Harner breaks his study into ten thematic chapters. 
The opening five chapters cover grass, water, air, metal, and 
rock. The last five chapters’ themes, fun, war, liberty, God, 
and, lastly, place, are more conceptual. Those familiar with 
the region will clearly see the importance of these concepts 
in its residents’ shared understanding of place. But for those 
unfamiliar with Colorado Springs and its surrounding 
area, Harner provides both a compelling history and 
thought-provoking reflection on the construction of place.

This is particularly true in chapter 5. Titled “Liberty,” 
the chapter opens with a discussion of African American 
history in Colorado Springs before pivoting to explain 

how shifts from mass transit to the automobile led to the 
city’s suburbanization. Harner closes the chapter with a 
discussion of the rise of conservative politics within the city. 
Colorado Springs’ political shift to the right reflects that 
of the New Right in Southern California, Harner remarks, 
distinguishing it from the rest of the state and forming 
the core of its residents’ cultural identity. Masterfully 
illustrated with historical photographs and color tables and 
graphs, the chapter links seemingly dissimilar histories in 
explaining the city’s story and how its diverse array of 
residents helped formed its distinctive sense of place.

Harner builds off works of history and geography 
such as William Wyckoff’s Creating Colorado and Patricia 
Limerick’s Legacy of Conquest but has few citations from 
more recent works such as William Philpott’s Vacationland. 
But while Profiting from the Peak would have benefited 
from the addition of more recent scholarship, it remains 
a beautifully written, well-researched, and welcome 
addition to the literature on sense of place as well as urban 
history and the history of the American West. 

Reviewed by Michael Childers, associate professor, 
Colorado State University, Fort Collins.
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The Conservative Heartland: A Political History of 
the Postwar American Midwest
edited by Jon K. Lauck and Catherine McNicol Stock

xiii + 392 pages, illustrations, notes, index, appendices.
Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2020, paper, $29.95.  

Midwesterners, whether native or newcomer, know 
they live in a unique region of the United States with its own 
history, economy, and politics. Every election cycle reminds 
them that they vote in the most politically competitive 
states in the nation. Despite its declining economic clout 
and decreasing population, especially relative to the South, 
the Midwest continues to make and break presidential 
aspirants who learn the hard way that they cannot afford 
to fly over the flyover states. The volatile elections of 2016 
and 2020 have done nothing to diminish the region’s critical 
role for blue and red politicians in national campaigns. 
Some of these states, such as Indiana, have become 
solidly Republican, while others are toss-ups, and all are 
experiencing the widening gap between rural and urban 
allegiances. In a part of America where Trump 2020 signs 
and flags still adorn countless cars, yards, homes, and barns, 
the history of Midwest conservatism cannot be ignored.

The Conservative Heartland: A Political History of the 
Postwar American Midwest appeared before the 2020 
election. Superbly edited and introduced by Jon K. Lauck 
and Catherine McNicol Stock, the book’s seventeen essays 
cover post–World War II politics in nine midwestern 
states. Contributors range from political commentators 
to political scientists, historians, independent scholars, 
and graduate students. None of these essays is tainted 
by overspecialization or laden with jargon. Even the 
data-driven essays, most notably Daniel R. Birdsong and 
Christopher Devine’s “Fly-To Country,” are exemplary for 
their clarity. The best of these essays are lively, accessible, and 
eye-opening, tackling everything from state gubernatorial 
campaigns to abortion rights, the Upper Peninsula’s 
secession movement in Michigan, and the birth of what 
became the American Spectator at Indiana University as a 
Menckenesque rejoinder to counterculture radicalism. The 
only surprising omission is an essay on gun rights, a non-
negotiable issue for many Midwesterners. Nevertheless, the 
contributors’ attentiveness to religion, culture, and ethnicity 
and not simply to class and economics is welcome and 
refreshing. “Deep-seated ethnic and cultural traditions” 
matter, as Zachary Michael Jack insists in his “Red Rogues 
Orbit Blue Stars” (p. 294). 

The editors plan a second volume on Democratic 
and liberal politics in the heartland and are careful not to 
depict the Midwest as “uniformly conservative” (p. 4). Both 
progressivism and conservativism have significant histories 

in the region, and the vitality of these two traditions will likely 
continue into the foreseeable future and keep these states 
contentious and full of surprises for strategists, pollsters, 
and staffers. One of the main goals of these companion 
volumes “is to emphasize the unique role of the Midwest as 
a historically enduring political battleground” (p. 17) and 
perhaps the last battleground in a nation increasingly sorted 
into safe Democratic and Republican states.

“Conservative” for these authors and editors does 
not mean a well-defined and articulate political, social, or 
economic ideology. It means something more subtle. The 
Midwest is home to an “everyday conservatism” that values 
“neighborliness,” localism, “normalcy,” fiscal restraint, a 
sense of tradition, common sense, modesty, and ordinary 
life. “These qualities,” the editors propose, “deserve more 
study” (p. 15). And that is true. Beyond the world of 
party politics lies the “everyday conservatism” of farmers 
markets, Rotary and Lion’s Clubs, chambers of commerce, 
churches, Fourth of July parades, county fairs, 4-H clubs, 
hunting, American-made cars and pickup trucks, and the 
Dollar Store and Tractor Supply. A whole volume could be 
devoted to what is still the ordinary experience of millions 
of Americans.

The Conservative Heartland admirably fulfills its purpose. 
It uncovers the vitality of the Midwest’s conservative roots 
and leaves politicians and academics with no excuse for 
taking the region for granted. Regionalism survives in a 
global age. This volume makes a significant contribution to 
the larger effort—along with such projects as the founding 
of the Midwestern History Association, the Middle West 
Review, and the online Studies in Midwestern History—to 
breathe new life into regional history. 

Reviewed by Richard M. Gamble, professor of history, 
Hillsdale College, Hillsdale, Michigan.
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Kansas Boy: The Memoir of A. J. Bolinger

by A. J. Bolinger, edited by Jeffrey H. Barker and Melissa 
Walker

viii + 192 pages, photographs, notes.
Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2021, paper $24.95.

Readers interested in the history of childhood and 
educational life in turn-of-the-century Kansas will 
find intriguing accounts in this life sketch by Missouri 
attorney and judge Arthur J. Bolinger, who died in 1977 
at age ninety-six. Born in a small town in Elk County in 
southeastern Kansas, Bolinger drafted his story in the 
mid-1960s at the urging of his children. More than four 
decades later, his grandson Jeffrey Barker, now a professor 
of philosophy at Converse College, began a collaborative 
project of bringing Bolinger’s coming-of-age memoir to a 
wider audience. This volume offers a detailed account of 
the small-town and farming milieu of a late-nineteenth-
century white family with political sensibilities that ran 
deeply Republican. During his teenage years, Bolinger’s 
parents—a general store proprietor and a former teacher—
raised him and his older brother in Greenwood County, 
surrounded by Swedish and Norwegian immigrant 
neighbors. Eventually, the family moved north to Topeka, 
propelled by their hopes for educational opportunities for 
their children.

Bolinger’s childhood memories of life in the small 
Kansas communities of Longton and Eureka during the 
1880s and 1890s touch on many facets that one might expect: 
tornados, blizzards, floods, drought, and the vagaries of 
farmers’ economic fortunes. Bolinger, who in his adulthood 
wrote poetry as a sidebar to his legal career, included in his 
memoir whimsical passages about boyhood escapades on 
horseback and on bicycle. His wordsmithing is often vivid, 
invoking, for example, “the high wheel type, one big wheel 
in front and one small wheel at the end of a long frame 
behind . . . [which could] project you ahead like you were 
shot from a catapult” (p. 79). In 1894, Bolinger enrolled in 
Eureka’s Southern Kansas Academy, a college preparatory 
school affiliated with the Congregational Church. The 
academy, with its rigorous curriculum that appealed to 
the Bolingers’ drive for upward mobility, was a pipeline 
to Topeka’s Washburn College, another educational arm of 
the Congregationalists. Arriving in 1903, just as Washburn 
was opening its law school, Bolinger completed his 
undergraduate and law courses at lightning speed, passing 
the bar exam within four years of arriving in Topeka.

Although Kansas Boy is essentially a primer on 
growing up on the edge of the Flint Hills, the book’s 
Washburn College section is particularly notable because 

of Bolinger’s memories of the saloon-busting fervor of 
temperance advocate Carry Nation, who arrived in Topeka 
at the same time that he did. Her activism electrified the 
Washburn campus community, in Bolinger’s view, because 
of the religious and political legacies of Washburn’s 
Congregationalism. He recalls his earnestness upon 
joining a “regiment of crusaders” who practiced drills 
“in strict military formation” to support Nation in her 
temperance work. In one instance, Bolinger and fifteen 
friends accompanied Carry Nation to the Palms saloon on 
Topeka’s Kansas Avenue with a battering ram “until all left 
the place a complete shambles, reeking to heavens with 
the odor of sanctity and spilled bourbon and rye, with the 
beer taps still frothing at the mouth” (p. 120). Written more 
than sixty years after the incident occurred, Bolinger’s 
account—presented as an indelible memory of political 
organizing—draws a line of marked continuity between 
his educational upbringing and formative moments in his 
young adulthood and vocation.

A dozen family photographs illustrate the book. 
Bolinger’s first-person account is preceded by an 
introductory chapter by the editors, whose framing of 
shifting economic and political developments from the 
1880s through the Progressive Era provides a context for 
mapping Bolinger’s narrative beyond the geographic 
spaces of Longton, Eureka, and Topeka. The result, Kansas 
Boy, offers a window into a childhood both far away and 
close to home.

Reviewed by Rachel Waltner Goossen, professor of history, 
Washburn University, Topeka, Kansas.
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A Terrible Thing to Waste: Arthur Fletcher and the 
Conundrum of the Black Republican
by David Hamilton Golland

400 pages, illustrations, notes, index.
Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2019, cloth $39.95.

It is perhaps surprising that someone whom Jesse Jackson 
referred to as the “Father of Affirmative Action” and who 
advised four American presidents on civil rights has gone largely 
unrecognized as one of the important figures of the Civil Rights 
era. David Golland’s informative new biography of Arthur 
Fletcher will hopefully change that.  

Fletcher was born in 1924 and spent his early years in 
poverty, the son of a single mother, who, despite her relatively 
good education, was an itinerant domestic laborer. Because of 
the paucity of sources for this early period, Golland relies upon 
Fletcher’s (not always completely accurate) memories and the 
author’s own speculations and inferences about how his subject’s 
early years must have shaped his later life and work. This strategy 
is not always successful, but Fletcher’s later connection between 
his mother’s story and his focus on employment discrimination 
certainly rings true. 

In 1938, Fletcher’s mother married a farrier with the U.S. 
Army, and they moved to Junction City, Kansas, home of Fort 
Riley. Golland connects Fletcher’s immersion in military culture 
there to his development of a self-help philosophy that later 
found a political home in the Republican Party. Fletcher became 
a football star at Junction City High School and began dating his 
eventual wife, Mary Harden. After graduation, they married, and 
he joined the army and was injured in the campaign to liberate 
France. 

After the war, Fletcher returned to Kansas to attend college 
and play football at Washburn University in Topeka. There, he 
found an important resource in prominent Black lawyer Elisha 
Scott, who along with his sons was instrumental in the Brown 
v. Board of Education case in Topeka. Scott took an interest in 
Fletcher’s education and helped Fletcher obtain jobs at the state 
capitol, where he learned the ins and outs of government. At 
Washburn, he shone on the gridiron and helped lead a protest 
against the segregation of campus dances. Ultimately, however, 
protest would not be Fletcher’s preferred method for advancing 
his professional and civil rights goals. 

After a brief stint in the National Football League, he returned 
to Topeka, where, again through personal connections, he rose 
within the state Republican Party. Fletcher’s voter outreach 
efforts with Black voters proved instrumental in the election of 
Governor Fred Hall, a liberal Republican. Fletcher was appointed 
to a position in the Kansas Highway Department and served as 
Hall’s unofficial adviser on racial matters, helping the governor 
advance his goal of equal opportunity employment. Fletcher’s 
precipitous rise was accompanied by an equally precipitous fall 
that Golland connects to the decline of liberal Republicanism 
in the state amid the growth of a more conservative faction 
symbolized by the ascendance of Bob Dole. 

The nadir of Fletcher’s life found him in California, an 
underemployed single parent dealing with the tragic death 
of his wife. His rebirth soon followed. He met Richard Nixon 
during Nixon’s unsuccessful gubernatorial campaign, met his 
future wife, and moved to southeast Washington state, where 

he found himself head of a local community organization. 
There he honed his particular brand of “practical militant” civil 
rights activism, which involved cultivating personal insider 
connections to political and corporate elites in order to advance 
antidiscrimination and equal employment opportunity policies 
that Fletcher believed were necessary for African Americans 
to pull themselves up by the bootstraps. In 1968, Fletcher won 
the Republican nomination for lieutenant governor but lost the 
general election. However, he again came to the attention of 
now newly elected President Richard Nixon and joined Nixon’s 
transition team to help develop “Black capitalism” programs. 

He was soon appointed assistant secretary of labor and 
implemented the Revised Philadelphia Plan, the first federal 
affirmative action program. It required government contractors 
to meet specific minority hiring goals, particularly in the 
construction trades, some of the most notoriously discriminatory 
and segregated industries in the nation. From the beginning, 
however, Fletcher encountered opposition from the building trade 
unions and the Nixon administration itself as it simultaneously 
attempted to woo the kinds of traditionally Democratic white 
blue-collar workers who made up those unions while trying to 
maintain a least a veneer of commitment to Black civil rights. 
Before Fletcher’s program could fully realize his goals, he was 
pushed out of his position because of those conflicts. 

Fletcher would go on to hold important positions at 
the United Negro College Fund and as chairman of the U.S. 
Commission on Civil Rights, but the theme of much of the 
rest of the book is the ways in which his Republican Party had 
increasingly less room for his commitments to racial equality and 
moderate Republicanism.

Although the broader histories of affirmative action; the 
decline of liberal, moderate and Black Republicanism; and 
the party’s increasing abandonment of its commitments to 
racial justice have been told in other places, Golland’s focus on 
Fletcher and his role in these developments gives those histories 
a particularly personal and tragic quality, symbolized most 
powerfully in the party’s final abandonment of affirmative action 
when presidential candidate Bob Dole publicly disavowed the 
party’s commitment to what had been Fletcher’s life work. 

Like many biographies, the book sometimes bogs down in 
seemingly unnecessary details. Nevertheless, it is an impressively 
researched work on an important life, one with which more 
Kansans, and more Americans in general, should be familiar. 
Hopefully this book will go a long way toward accomplishing 
that goal.

Reviewed by Steve Hageman, lecturer for the Center for Student 
Success and Retention, Washburn University, Topeka, Kansas. 
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Scouting with the Buffalo Soldiers: Lieutenant 
Powhatan Clarke, Frederic Remington, and the Tenth 
U.S. Cavalry in the Southwest
by John P. Langellier

xii + 436 pages, illustrations, notes, index, bibliography.
Denton: University of North Texas Press, 2020, cloth 
$34.95.

Langellier offers a fascinating account of the military 
in the American Southwest during the last decades of the 
nineteenth century by focusing on the career of Powhatan 
Henry Clarke. Born in Louisiana to a family with a 
distinguished lineage, Clarke received a good education, 
including study abroad, and graduated from West Point 
in 1884. Academically unmotivated and ranking last in his 
class due to low grades and a high number of demerits, 
Clarke received a postgraduation commission to the Tenth 
Cavalry, one of two army regiments composed of African 
American troopers commanded by white officers.

The author adroitly utilizes Clarke’s letters and journals 
to depict life at forts, fellow officers and their families, 
enlisted soldiers, weather, available entertainments (or 
lack thereof), Clarke’s interest in horses and shooting, 
and his observations of his surroundings and how he 
might get himself out of the desert Southwest. Clarke’s 
time at the Arizona and Texas forts coincided with the 
military’s pursuit and capture of Geronimo and provided 
opportunities for Clarke to cross paths with Generals 
Nelson Miles and George Crook.   

In his correspondence with his mother and father, 
Clarke commented frankly on the military men, including 
his observations of men in the Tenth Cavalry. His language 
reflects the prejudice of his southern upbringing and the 
racial slurs common to the time. Also found are words of 
admiration for the “buffalo soldiers” he commanded—
whom he described as some of the finest troops on the 
frontier. During one battle in May 1886, Clarke rescued one 
of his wounded soldiers, Edward Scott, who was under 
heavy fire from Apache; as a result, Clarke was awarded 
a Medal of Honor. The incident was illustrated in Harper’s 
Weekly by Frederic Remington. Clarke, the lackluster 
military student, had evolved into a skilled and perceptive 
frontier soldier/commander. 

Frederic Remington met Clarke during one of his 
forays into the Southwest, and a friendship developed that 
provided Remington with material for his illustrations, 
which included portrayals of Clarke and Tenth Cavalry 
soldiers such as Edward Scott. Langellier imparts 
biographical information about Remington and reveals 
that he, like Clarke, had an indirect journey to self-

discovery and his life’s mission. During the years of their 
friendship, there was mutual benefit: Remington became 
a more skilled and prolific artist, and Clarke, who served 
as a model for Remington, became well known. Langellier 
writes, “In many respects, Clarke emerged as Remington’s 
military muse, an alter ego, or at least perhaps what the 
artist longed to be, and with no small dose of hero worship 
for the dashing Louisiana-born horse soldier” (p. 153). 

In 1891, Clarke became a first lieutenant and for a 
short time was a military observer stationed in Germany. 
The man who had diligently used family connections, 
including those of his wife, Elsie Clemens (a second cousin 
to Samuel Clemens, aka Mark Twain), for a promotion 
and an overseas post was finally rewarded. After Clarke’s 
return from Germany, he was assigned to Fort Custer, 
Montana. Clarke continued his lifelong personality quirk 
of questioning authority and rules, stepping on more than 
a few toes and teetering on the brink of dismissal from the 
army, just as he had done as a cadet at West Point.

 Clarke died on July 21, 1893. The cause of death was 
accidental drowning.

This book is very readable and well researched, and the 
author (who received a PhD from Kansas State University) 
has made excellent use of primary source materials. 
Extensive endnotes provide annotations and additional 
information. The volume contains numerous black-and-
white illustrations and photographs, and there is a photo 
gallery that includes much of Remington’s art related to 
Clarke’s story.

This book is highly recommended, especially to those 
who admire the artistry of Remington and want to gain 
new insight into his work.

Reviewed by Patricia Ann Owens, emeritus professor, 
Wabash Valley College, Mt. Carmel, Illinois. 


