Louis Warner built this dairy barn in Kingman County in 1914. It entered the National Register in 2020.
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Recognizing Historic Places in Kansas

by Jamee Fiore and Patrick Zollner

he National Register of Historic Places is the nation’s official list of historically significant

properties and the centerpiece of historic preservation efforts at the state and federal level. While

there are over ninety-six thousand National Register listings in the country today, the register
is a relatively recent phenomenon. Prior to the creation of the National Register, historic preservation,
similar to other areas of social concern, was the province of private institutions. The Antiquities Act of
1906 authorized the president to list and preserve “historic landmarks, historic and prehistoric structures,
and other objects of historic or scientific interest.”* This legislation, however, applied only to properties
owned by the federal government. With respect to governmental initiative in documenting and preserving
historic or cultural properties, the United States lagged behind other Western nations.

This changed somewhat with the passage of the Historic Sites Act of August 21, 1935, which created
“a national policy to preserve for public use historic sites, buildings and objects of national significance for
the inspiration and benefit of the people of the United States.” The bill directed the secretary of the interior,
through the National Park Service, to “make a survey of historic and archaeologic sites, buildings, and
objects for the purpose of determining which possess exceptional value as commemorating or illustrating
the history of the United States.”? Not to be confused with the Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS),
a New Deal-era relief program to record significant examples of American architecture, this survey was
organized into historic and prehistoric themes and, unlike the 1906 Act, was not confined to properties
owned by the federal government.

By 1943, 560 historic sites representing fifteen themes of U.S. history had been inventoried, and 229
of them had been deemed nationally significant. Survey efforts, however, were suspended during World
War II, and the Historic Sites survey was not reactivated in the immediate postwar period. The survey
reemerged in 1956 as a component of Mission 66, a ten-year development program of the National Park

Patrick Zollner is the director of cultural resources and the deputy state historic preservation officer for the Kansas Historical Society. Jamee Fiore is the National
Register coordinator for the Kansas Historical Society. She received her master’s degree in historic preservation from the University of Georgia and previously worked
as the National Register coordinator for the Idaho State Historical Society.

1. The Antiquities Act of 1906, 54 U.S.C. §§ 320301-320303. Some material in this article comes from work previously published in Kansas Preservation
magazine, also a publication of the Kansas Historical Society.

2. “Historic Sites Act (1935),” The Living New Deal, accessed October 11, 2021, livingnewdeal.org/ glossary / historic-sites-act-1935/; The Historic
Sites Act of 1935, 49 Stat. 666; 16 U.S.C. sections 461-67.
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Service, butinreality it was still an obscure program
without relevance to most Americans. The National
Historic Landmark (NHL) program as we know
it today arrived in 1959 when the National Park
Service decided to publicize the list of nationally
significant properties to be known as “Registered
National Historic Landmarks” and authorized the
provision of a bronze plaque for properties whose
owners consented to listing. On October 9, 1960, the
secretary of the interior announced the designation
of ninety-two properties as NHLs. The first Kansas
properties designated as NHLs were Fort Larned,
Fort Leavenworth, and Wagon Bed Springs, all
listed on December 19, 1960.

While the re-vamped NHL program finally
recognized the historic significance of a small
number of properties, everything changed in
1966 with the passage of the National Historic
Preservation Act (NHPA), which grew out of
a report from a special committee under the
auspices of the U.S. Conference of Mayors titled
With Heritage So Rich.> The committee responded
to the increasing loss of historic properties to
commercial and residential development and
government programs, notably the urban renewal
program by the Department of Housing and
Urban Development and the construction of
the interstate highway system, which wreaked
havoc on historic inner-city neighborhoods.
Congress used this report to craft the NHPA,
which created the National Register of Historic
Places and the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation, encouraged the formation of state
historic preservation offices, and provided these
offices with matching grants to perform surveys
and other preservation activities. Section 106 of
the act required federal agencies to consider the
effect of their undertakings on properties listed in
the National Register.* Later amendments further
defined what constitutes a Section 106 review and

3. With Heritage So Rich: A Report of a Special Committee on Historic
Preservation under the Auspices of the United States Conference of Mayors with
a Grant from the Ford Foundation (New York: Random House, 1966).

4. National Historic Preservation Act, 54 U.S.C. §§ 300101-307108 (1966).

extended protection to properties that were not yet
listed in the National Register but were determined
eligible for listing.

With the passage of the NHPA in 1966, all
National Historic Landmarks were also listed in
the National Register, although most would have
later National Register listing dates, as it took some
time before National Register nomination forms
were developed for them. What is the difference
in the two programs? Basically, as the highest
designation attainable for a historic or prehistoric
property, NHLs must be of exceptional significance
to all Americans, whereas the National Register
of Historic Places can recognize properties with
local, state, or national significance. The majority
of National Register listings in Kansas are of local
significance. By comparison, there are over 2,600
NHLs in the United States, 26 of which are located
in Kansas, versus more than 96,000 properties
listed in the National Register across the country,
including 1,549 listings in Kansas.®

These National Register listing numbers are
deceptive, however, since a National Register—
listed district counts as one listing but can contain
hundreds of individual properties or resources
(resources may be buildings, other structures, or
objects). These resources are designated as either
contributing to the significance of the district or
noncontributing. Contributing properties are
considered to be listed in the National Register
and are eligible for all financial incentives available
to National Register properties. Noncontributing
properties are either nonhistoric (less than fifty
years of age) or are historic properties that
have been so altered as to no longer reflect their
historic appearance. Each district’s contributing/
noncontributing list is fluid. Sometimes properties
that were designated as noncontributing due to
inappropriate alterations are restored to their

5. “What Is the National Register of Historic Places?,” National
Parks Service, accessed October 7, 2021, www.nps.gov/subjects/
nationalregister/ what-is-the-national-registerhtm; “National Historic
Landmarks Program,” National Parks Service, accessed October 7, 2021,
www.nps.gov/orgs/1582/index.htm.
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historic appearance and then contribute to the
district’s significance. Conversely, contributing
properties may change status if the building is
demolished or a major renovation does not meet
preservation standards. Nationally, there are 1.8
million contributing resources in the National
Register, including over 5,500 in Kansas.

The Kansas Context

Before the NHPA, there were few formal
governmental mechanisms for recognizing historic
properties in Kansas. The Kansas State Historical
Society (KSHS), founded in 1875, gained its first
historic sites in 1901 with the acquisition of the
Pawnee Indian Village in Republic County, the
First Territorial Capitol in Riley County, and Fort
Hays in Ellis County. It acquired additional historic
sites sporadically in the years that followed. The
forerunner of the highway marker program began
in 1935 when the KSHS surveyed more than three
hundred historic sites. In conjunction with the state
Chamber of Commerce and the State Highway
Commission, fifty of the sites were marked with
wooden signs, beginning in 1938. The wooden
markers were replaced with cast aluminum after
World War II. Currently, there are 120 historical
markers identifying interesting places, events, and
people in Kansas history.

In 1957, the KSHS published A Survey of
Historic Sites and Structures in Kansas in accordance
with a 1955 state law that required it to survey
and recommend historic sites for “acquisition,
maintenance and preservation.” The report
identified 178 sites and contained a brief historical
statement regarding each property: location,
current status, and a recommendation “for its
preservation or marking if such recognition is
believed desirable and practicable.”® Most of the
recommendations in the report were either “status
quo” or “local historic marker.” Remarkably, many
of the buildings surveyed are still extant.

In Kansas, the impact of the NHPA was not

6. Kansas State Historical Society, A Survey of Historic Sites and
Structures in Kansas (Topeka: Kansas State Historical Society, 1957).

immediate. The forerunner of today’s State Historic
Preservation Office (known then as the “Historic
Sites Survey”) was created within the KSHS in 1969
to facilitate the receipt of federal matching grants
for the survey, which was divided into three phases:
architectural, historical, and archaeological. The
architectural survey, basically a reconnaissance, or
“windshield” survey, of city and rural areas on a
county-by-county basis, was conducted during the
summer months of 1969, 1970, and 1971 by college
students working under a qualified historical
architect. The historical component also occurred at
the county level but heavily utilized the resources
in the KSHS library and archives. The Archaeology
Department coordinated the archaeological aspects
of the survey. The survey results were published
in 1973 as Historic Preservation in Kansas, vol. 1:
Historical Background and vol. 2: Inventory of Historic
Sites.” At this time, the state counted 143 National
Register listings.
he next major milestone for historic
I preservation in Kansas occurred in
1977 with the passage of the Kansas
Preservation Act (KSA 75-2715 through 75-2726).
The initial legislation declared historic preservation
the policy of the state, created the Register of Historic
Kansas Places (also known as the state register),
and required the activities of governmental entities
that encroached upon national or state register
properties to be reviewed by the State Historic
Preservation Office (SHPO). In 1981, lawmakers
expanded the law to require review of all projects
requiring a building permit that affected national
or state register properties and their environs. A
1988 amendment further defined the environs
of historic properties, requiring that the SHPO
receive notice of any proposed project within five
hundred feet of a listed historic property located
within the corporate limits of a city or within one
thousand feet of a listed historic property located
in the unincorporated portion of a county. A
1993 amendment allowed the SHPO to delegate

7. Historic Preservation in Kansas, vol. 1, Historical Background, and vol.
2, Inventory of Historic Sites (Topeka: Kansas State Historical Society, 1973).
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state law review to a city or county government
if it has “enacted a comprehensive local historic
preservation ordinance, established a local historic
preservation board or commission and is actively
engaged in a local historic preservation program.”
In 2013, the legislature repealed the environs
component of the statute.®

hile the Kansas Preservation Act is

considered by many to be among

the most progressive preservation
laws in the nation, some saw it as a deterrent to
listing a property in the state and national registers,
and indeed the total number of listings compared
to those of surrounding states often lagged over
the years. That changed with the creation of two
financial incentive programs for listed properties.
The statelegislature created the Heritage Trust Fund
in 1990 and added a 25 percent state rehabilitation
tax creditin2001. Theimpact of these two programs,
especially the state tax credit, has been spectacular.
Forinstance, before2001, Kansashad approximately
seven hundred National Register listings that had
been nominated over a more than thirty-year
period. In the five-year period from 2001 to 2006,
more than three hundred listings were added. A
more telling statistic that speaks to the appeal of
the financial incentives is reflected in the National
Register historic district count. Commercial or
income-producing properties may qualify for both
the 20 percent federal and the 25 percent state tax
credit programs on the cost of restoration. Before
2001, Kansas had thirty-two National Register—
listed districts. In the same five-year period, from
2001 to 2006, forty-four additional districts were
listed in the National Register.’

8. “Historic preservation; development projects; threat to historic
property, procedure for determining; factors; judicial review; penalty,
failure to follow procedures; delegation to cities, counties or state board
of regents or educational institutions,” Kansas Preservation Act, KSA 75-
2724, www.ksrevisor.org/ statutes / chapters/ch75/075_027_0024.html.

9. Patrick Zollner, “Historic Preservation Milestones Celebrated in
Kansas,” Kansas Preservation 28, no. 6 (November-December 2006): 2-3,
www.kshs.org/resource /ks_preservation/kpnovdec06.pdf.

Identification Process

There is a deep interest among Kansans in
history and site preservation. The State Historic
Preservation Office receives many requests for
evaluation from the public every year (more than
sixty in 2020). We review these places based on the
National Register of Historic Places Criteria for
Evaluation.”” There are four general areas of history
that the National Register program has deemed
significant to our past and worthy of preservation.
Kansas also has a state register called the Register
of Historic Kansas Places. Properties eligible for the
registers are compared to others in a local context in
their community, city, or county. The vast majority
of properties listed in the National Register across
the country are significant at the local level within
their local context.

The Criteria for Evaluation cover a wide swath
of topics but are generally broken down into four
criteria.

Criterion A is for properties associated with
a significant event in American history, such
as a battle, or a broad pattern in history, such as
educating Kansans. Several historic contexts cover
areas significant to Kansans, such as Public School
Buildings, Agriculture-Related Properties, New
Deal-Era Properties, and Roadside Properties,
which cover the widespread changes in American
architecture with the influence of the automobile.
Other broad historical patterns include the
Exoduster movement of Black settlers escaping
oppression; military history and development;
social history such as the Civil Rights, LGBTQIA+,
and women’s equality movements; and recreation
or entertainment.

Criterion B is for properties associated with
people who have had a documented impact on a
field or community. Some examples are properties
such as St. Mark’s African Methodist Episcopal
Church in Topeka, Shawnee County, which is

10. National Park Service, Cultural Resources Division, “National
Register Bulletin 15: How to Apply the National Register Criteria for
Evaluation” (Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1991),
www.nps.gov /subjects / nationalregister / publications.htm.
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The Florence Deeble Rock Garden in Lucas. Deeble began building the garden in 1935. In 2017 it was listed in the National Register in part for its

significance as a work of outsider art. Photograph taken by Amanda Loughlin.

associated with Rev. Oliver Leon Brown during
his tenure at the church and while he was part of
the Brown v. Board of Education Supreme Court case.
Recent examples are the Anton Pearson House
and Studio in Lindsborg, McPherson County; the
Stonehaven Farmstead in Leavenworth County;
and the William Inge House in Montgomery
County. By far, Criterion B is the least used
criterion for listing properties in either register.
There must be documented evidence and research
to support claims about the person’s significance
and influence. While conducting research, one can
often discover interesting stories about people who
lived or worked in a particular building. However,
Criterion B requires that documentation support
a person’s contribution to a field (e.g., agriculture,
art) or impact on a community (e.g., the Civil Rights
movement, development).

Criterion C is for properties important for their
architecture, design, or engineering. Properties
that are frequently eligible under Criterion C

include unique designs or feats of engineering,
such as bridges. Common examples of construction
methods, such as a vernacular structure, can also
be eligible for the registers. Sometimes they are
both part of the same property, such as the Double
Hyperbolic Paraboloid HouseinLawrence, Douglas
County, which combines design and engineering
into a complex form to create a residence. Some
properties are common styles that are represented
in a community, such as a Craftsman, Queen Anne,
or vernacular structure. Other properties listed for
their architecture or design are the Crest Theater
in Great Bend, Barton County; the Hartford House
in Manhattan, Riley County; and the Vickers
Petroleum Service Station in Haysville, Sedgwick
County. The Florence Deeble Rock Garden in
Lucas, Russell County, is a landscaped artwork
significant for its design and construction.
Criterion D is for properties, mainly
archaeological sites, that help us with an
understanding of cultures, sacred places, or the
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many layers of our buried past. These properties
are often related to how cultures lived, functioned,
or celebrated. They are expressions of the past and
are often tied to an important history, event, or
location. An example of a Criterion D property is
the Pawnee Tipi Ring Site. A recent listing is Fool
Chief’s Village, which is associated with the Kanza
and their history of being forcefully relocated to
various parts of the state to make room for other
eastern nations also being forcefully relocated.

When someone is interested in listing a historic
property, our office evaluates the significance and
physical remnants of the site. Typically, a person
calls the SHPO and says they would like a property
to be considered for the registers of historic places
or to be considered a historic place. The interested
party submits photos and basic information about
the property and its history to the SHPO for
review. We compare the information provided to
the Criteria for Evaluation and determine why the
property is significant.

The significant history is not the only element
considered; we also review the physical integrity of
the property. Integrity is defined by seven aspects:
location, setting, materials, workmanship, design,
feeling, and association. A property does not have
to possess all seven aspects. Typical myths revolve
around requiring a building being wholly original
or requiring restoration and public visitation.
However, there is much more flexibility allowed
regarding the physical remnants of a building.
Our staff members study architectural history and
preservation and understand that no two buildings
are the same, are in the same location, or have the
same circumstances. We evaluate each property
individually in a local context to determine
whether it possesses physical integrity and where
that flexibility can be applied (for instance, we do
not want anyone using unsafe one-hundred-year-
old electrical wiring).

Location is the place where the significant
history occurred. If itis in a building, then we assess
whether the building is in its original location. If
it is related to an event such as a battle, we assess

the site and conduct research to determine the key
positions that represents the major events that
occurred.

The setting is the surrounding physical
environment. A farmstead setting is evaluated
differently than a densely occupied commercial
core setting. Likewise, settings can change over
time, so we determine whether any changes
affect the property’s significance. For example,
if a collection of farm buildings is still standing,
but the surrounding agricultural fields have been
developed for residential use, we must consider
whether the surrounding change will impact the
site’s significance.

Materials and workmanship are the physical
elements that make up a property. These physical
elements could include old-growth lumber, bricks,
stones, lime-based mortars, lath and plaster
interiors with woodworking, and much more. How
a building was constructed, the materials made or
used, and the quality and placement of those pieces
form the structure and are aspects of its integrity.

Designs can be altered. Often we find plans for
structures and then “as-built” plans that reflect the
changes that occurred while the building was in
construction or alterations made in the beginning
stages. Alterations also occur after construction.
Often people associate “historic” with the word
“original.” However, they are not the same. Original
materials for an 1880s commercial storefront may
exist on the upper floor and interior. However,
there might be historic materials from the 1940s
first-floor remodel that we would also consider.
Building designs change over time, and part of
our evaluation is to determine when those changes
occurred, whether they are important, and how
they relate to the overall integrity.

Feeling and association are a bit intangible
and are based on the ability of the property to
demonstrate its sense of place, time, and connection
to its history. Are the surviving physical elements
able to demonstrate what the place would have
been like historically? Has the place been so altered
that its connection with history and its importance
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is not evident or is difficult to ascertain?

A property must have both integrity and
significance, and those two things must relate to
each other. Numerous places have noteworthy
pasts, but they may not retain enough integrity to
tell that story. It is vital to note again that “historic”
does not always mean “original.” Places change
over time, and we account for those changes and
evaluate them on their own merit. One example
is a historic Euro-settler residential neighborhood
from the 1890s, which then phased into a Hispanic
neighborhood in the 1920s with new developments
from the railroad or industry. Another example is
a situation where 1890s wood-clapboard or brick
buildings were covered in stucco in the 1920s, and
the front yards became a community space. We
would evaluate this transition and see whether it
reflected the neighborhood’s growth and change in
the industry. These changes could merit their own
significance and retain integrity from a later period
that was not “original.”

While it may seem as if these criteria for
evaluation and aspects of integrity would exclude
many buildings, the SHPO still nominates between
thirty and fifty properties a year to the National
Register of Historic Places. It is clear from the
number of inquiries we receive that Kansans love
their history and want to share it with everyone.
What follows are brief descriptions of selected
historic sites that are integral to Kansas culture and
history. These sites were chosen to demonstrate
the myriad of historic places in Kansas and various
types of properties and history presented to the
SHPO; they are not representative of all listings
but are merely a sampling of sites that might be
of special interest to readers. Every day we receive
more properties for evaluation with different
histories and interests.

Recently Recognized Significant Sites in Kansas
Fool Chief’s Village, Shawnee County

Criteria A and D: Historic—Aboriginal, Native
American (Kaw Nation)

The site of Fool Chief’s Village in Shawnee County was occupied by
perhaps seven or eight hundred Kanza people from 1828 to 1844,
when it was abandoned due to a devastating flood. Photograph taken
by Tricia Waggoner.

Kansas has a well-documented Indigenous
history of national import. One historic place that
is nationally significant is Fool Chief’s Village."
This archaeological site is associated with the
Kanza people, also called the Kaw, and their
forced removal from their ancestral lands. As part
of Indian removal, an early-nineteenth-century
series of events where the U.S. government forced
Indigenous nations to cede their lands and relocate
to reservations, the Kanza were forced away
from their lands to make way for other, eastern
nations being relocated, such as the Shawnee and
Delaware. As archaeologist Tricia Waggoner stated
in her report, “There their personal freedoms
of self-governance, the raising of their children,
the free practice of their religion, the practice of
tribal traditions, and the speaking of their native
languages were greatly restricted or criminalized.”"?

11. Tricia Waggoner, “Fool Chief’s Village, Shawnee County, Kansas,”
National Register of Historic Places Inventory / Nomination Form, Kansas
Historical Society, August 2, 2021, NRIS# 100006772, www.kshs.org/
resource / national_register /nominationsNRDB/KS_ShawneeCounty_
FoolChiefsVillage_LISTED_08022021_REDACTED.pdf. “NRIS” stands
for “National Registry Inventory System.”

12. Ibid., 8.
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Fool Chief’s Village was established after the 1804
Treaty of St. Louis between the U.S. government
and the Kanza. The treaty is considered to be “the
first and perhaps most devastating Kaw treaty.”™
Over a few short years, the Kanza were decimated
by illness and lack of sufficient means. This village
was one of three or four Kanza settlements in
the area and is the best documented. The report
states that “geoarchaeological evidence show that
Fool Chief’s village (and, no doubt, associated
farmlands) were inundated during the dramatic
flood of 1844 causing the site to be abandoned.
This marked the beginning of the end of the
Kanza Kansas River reservation.”™ Fool Chief’s
Village has provided glimpses into the Kanza
way of living, including their activities, diet, and
health. Exploring these important archaeological
places allows us the opportunity to work with
Indigenous consultants to research and document
their resources appropriately and use evidence and
artifacts to recognize the values and beliefs of their
culture.

Pawnee Tipi Ring Site, Ellis County
Criteria A and D: Historic—Aboriginal, Native
American (Pawnee Nation)

The Tipi Ring site has several layers of history,
beginning with the Pawnee Nation occupation of
the area in 1844." The property became part of a
Euro-American farmstead and then the roadside
attraction Golden Spring Beach. At the time of
occupation, the Pawnee lived mainly in earth-
lodge villages but lived in tipis while occupying
their bison hunting camps. These particular tipi
rings are located at the regular hunting grounds
of the Pawnee. The site is significant for its
association with the Pawnee and their use of the

13. Ibid., 9.

14. Ibid.

15. State Historic Preservation Office, University of Kansas, and
Kansas Archaeological Association, “Pawnee Tipi Ring Site, Farmstead
& Golden Spring Beach, Ellis County, Kansas,” National Register of
Historic Places Inventory /Nomination Form, Kansas Historical Society,
July 2, 2018, NRIS# 100002624, www.kshs.org/resource/national_
register /nominationsNRDB / Ellis_PawneeTipiRings&GoldenBeachNR _
REDACTED.pdf.

The Pawnee Tipi Ring Site, a 27.4 acre-district outside Hays, was
put on the National Register in 2018. Materials in the area document
land use over a period of more than a century, from 1844 to 1948,
beginning with what is likely the Pawnee camp visited by the John

C. Frémont expedition in 1844. Photograph taken by Chris Hord and
Jack Hofman.

property based on extant evidence. Years later, in
the 1920s, Golden Spring Beach and Golden Valley
Farm were popular recreational areas consisting
of a shady glen, natural pools, a swimming pool,
a lake, and a dance pavilion. The property saw
many types of attractions, from motor races to ball
games, famous bands, and more. The site has a
connection to recreational activities that made it a
tourist destination as well as a culturally significant
place in relation to the Pawnee occupation.

William Inge Boyhood Home, Independence,
Montgomery County
Criterion B: Performing Arts

Independence was a town built upon the
oil industry and other utilities, such as gas and
electricity. The community has several large, high-
style homes, including the Inge House.'® Luther

16. Liz Moore, “William Inge Boyhood Home, Montgomery
County, Kansas,” National Register of Historic Places Inventory/
Nomination Form, William Inge Festival Foundation, January 5,
2018, NRIS# 100001947, www.kshs.org/resource/national_register/
nominationsNRDB/Montgomery_WilliamIngeHouseNR.pdf.
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Playwright William Motter Inge lived in this house at 514 N. 4th Street in Independence between
1914 and 1930, when he left to attend the University of Kansas. The 1895 Queen Anne building
was listed in the National Register in 2018. Photograph by Marcus Wright.

and Maude Inge purchased the large Queen Anne-
style house in 1914. Though not a particularly well-
off family, they owned the dry goods store, and
William's father worked for the supplier. William
lived in Independence until he attended college
in 1930 at the University of Kansas. His interest in
theater started from a young age: “As a youngster,
Bill Inge wanted to act and would put on plays for
the neighborhood, incorporating other kids from
the neighborhood into his productions.””” His
childhood experiences were reflected in his dramas,
which are “deeply-felt stories about the human
condition, particularly the universal experiences of
loneliness, yearnings for love, family conflict and
lost youth. Like a theatrical performance, family
life in the 4th Street house moved through events
happy and sad, comic and dark.”" Inge reflected

17. Ibid., 11.
18. Ibid.

on his childhood and Independence with fondness,
and this reflection became a part of his professional
career. Continuing his education at the University
of Kansas in speech and drama, Inge spent his time
backstage listening to plays. In 1935, he decided
to stop pursuing acting and began writing plays.
Inge developed his plays based on people from
his childhood who had influenced his life. As the
report states, “In this decade, he ‘had more success
than Arthur Miller or [Tennessee] Williams, with
four huge Broadway hits,” Come Back, Little Sheba
(1950), Picnic (1953), Bus Stop (1955), and The Dark
at the Top of the Stairs (1957), and one major film
screenplay, Splendor in the Grass (1961).”% The
William Inge Theater Festival in Independence
began in 1981, within ten years after Inge’s death,
to celebrate his memory and series of works.

19. Ibid., 13.
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Stonehaven Farmhouse, finished in 1903, is located north of Tonganoxie in Leavenworth County
and stands as an example of American Shingle and Craftsman styles. Noted for its period of con-
struction and occupancy by Cora Wellhouse Bullard in the early twentieth century, the site has an
associated carriage house and twenty-acre remnant of a once four-hundred-acre farm. Photograph
taken by Patrick Zollner.

Stonehaven Farm, Tonganoxie, Leavenworth
County
Criteria B and C: Agriculture, Architecture

This  elaborate,  six-thousand-square-foot
Shingle-style house took five years to complete,
beginning in 1898 Cora Wellhouse Bullard
designed and partially built the house. Both Cora
and her father were influential in many fields,
including politics, agriculture, and social issues.
Frederick Wellhouse established the beginnings
of his world-famous Wellhouse Orchards in
1876, with over one hundred thousand trees split
between three counties. As Kent and Olga Porter
noted, “In 1890, the family apple crop on the
Wellhouse Orchards consisted of 79,170 bushels
which sold for $50,000. It was the most valuable
apple crop grown by a single-family orchard in
U.S. agriculture history, bringing to Mr. Wellhouse

20. Kent and Olga Porter, “Stonehaven Farm, Tonganoxie,
Leavenworth County, Kansas,” National Register of Historic Places
Inventory /Nomination Form, June 29,2018, NRIS# 100002626, www.kshs.
org/resource/national_register/nominationsNRDB/Leavenworth_
StonehavenFarmNR.pdf.

the informal title of Apple King of the World.”*
Frederick Wellhouse was far advanced in his
field and used his own fertilizer from his cattle on
his orchards, an early organic farming method.
“The Wellhouse techniques of fruit nursery
management are still being taught in university
curriculums today. He was an anchor of the Kansas
Horticultural Society for thirty years, serving as
director, president, and treasurer.”?? This property
became the largest privately owned apple orchard
in the world, and Kansas was a leading supplier in

the apple industry.
Cora Wellhouse worked with Kansas Governor
Arthur Capper and the Kansas Livestock

Association to create the Civil Service Act of
1917, which allowed the agricultural employment
exemption.” She began learning about horticulture
as a child at her father’s side when he was in the
orchards. After her schooling, Cora became her
father’s business partner alongside her brother,

21. Ibid., 14.
22.1bid., 16.
23.Ibid., 15.
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The Anton Pearson House and Studio sits behind a low stone wall, just off what is today the
main road through Lindsborg, McPherson County. Photograph taken by Christy Davis.

Walter. Heavily engaged in politics and women’s
rights activism, she was the vice president of
the Kansas Equal Suffrage Association.*® She
also worked with Susanna Madora Salter, the
first woman elected mayor in the United States;
the Kansas Livestock Association; and the U.S.
Livestock Owners and Producers Association.
Because of her impressive contributions, she
was appointed to the Kansas State School Book
Commission. Over the years, she hosted numerous
gatherings for political and agricultural events with
anywhere from hundreds to two thousand people
in attendance.

Stonehaven Farm, often referred to as the
Wellhouse Estate, was a late and unusual example
of the Shingle style in Kansas, a variation of
Victorian-era styles. Cora Bullard was fascinated
with building her own home and began sketching
ideas for Stonehaven in 1893. Local and native
materials were her focus for Stonehaven, and she
gathered stone for several years for the property.
Most impressively, “The plans were made
without assistance or formal collaboration with a

24.1bid., 17.

professional architect. . . . She wanted to use and
provideemployment fora collection of local artisans
for the construction rather than utilizing a large
urban construction company.”* She worked with
handymen and constructed the home herself, with
some assistance. Stonehaven Farm is an incredible
and unusual representation of the Shingle style in
Kansas and is important for its association with
Cora Wellhouse Bullard and her father, Frederick
Wellhouse.

Anton Pearson House and Studio, Lindsborg,
McPherson County
Criterion B: Art

Anton Pearson was a Scandinavian immigrant
who moved to the plains and settled in Lindsborg,
Kansas.” Lindsborg had already defined itself as
a home to Scandinavian immigrants, given the
large community of Swedish pioneers who had

25. Ibid., 20.

26. Christy Davis, “Anton Pearson House & Studio,
Lindsborg, McPherson County, Kansas,” National Register of
Historic Places Inventory/ Nomination Form, Kansas Historical
Society, April 2, 2021, NRIS# 100006324, www.kshs.org/resource/
national_register/nominationsNRDB/KS_McPhersonCounty_
AntonPearsonHouseandStudio_Listed_04022021.pdf.
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moved to the area around 1869. In 1916, Pearson
moved to Lindsborg and began studying with
Birger Sandzén, a famous painter and printmaker
at Bethany College. Once Pearson graduated in
1918, he served in the military and subsequently
supported himself by working various jobs. When
Pearson turned thirty, he ventured on a three-
thousand-mile journey creating artwork across
the country and returning with 175 paintings.
Pearson met Grace Lane, a fellow artist, while
attending Bethany College. Grace, who was also
independently successful, was a “gardening
enthusiast.”” The couple married and built their
Tudor Revival-style home, which would become
Anton’s art studio. Pearson worked mostly in
woodcarving, with a strictly disciplined schedule,
waking at 5:00 a.m. for uninterrupted creative time.
Christy Davis wrote in the nomination that
Anton’s pioneer figures were mostly
carved from redwood, catalpa, mahogany,
cottonwood and even limestone. He did
many other creative carvings, from funny
figures to large animals. Anton admired
pioneers of Lindsborg. He listened intently
to their stories and they influenced his
carvings. They show Swedish pioneers at
work and at play, living their daily lives.
Anton said he created the characters he
carved by closing his eyes and envisioning
them. It's been suggested that perhaps
Lindsborg residents crept into his mind, as
many of his carvings certainly resembled
Lindsborgians he encountered.?

Not only was Pearson a very dedicated artist,
but he was also very active in the community and
in promoting Swedish culture. Some of the projects
he worked on included the Swensson Memorial
Park fountain and a pulpit for a worship house in
Salemsborg. He continued his work by teaching,
much like his mentor and friend Birger Sandzén.
After Sandzén’s death, Pearson reflected on his
own life and visited Sweden. After returning to

27.1bid., 11.
28. Ibid.; “Carving Runs in the Family,” Salina Journal, June 17, 2005.

Lindsborg, he worked with fellow artists to
remodel the community as a representation of
the Swedish people who lived there. Though
Pearson passed away before the revitalization was
completed, he had created new storefronts and
designs representative of Swedish architecture
and established the Dala horse emblem found
throughout Lindsborg today. His home and studio
are important because of their association with
his craft and because they were constructed and
designed by Pearson himself.

St. Mark’s African Methodist Episcopal (AME)
Church, Topeka, Shawnee County

Criteria A and B: Social History, African American
History (the Civil Rights movement was not an
area of significance previously used; however, it
has now been applied to this nomination through
a Supplemental Listing Record from the National
Register staff at the National Park Service)

St. Mark’'s AME Church was a gathering
place for Civil Rights movement discussions and
plaintiffs from the Brown v. Board of Education
Supreme Court case.” Kansas has an extensive
history of African American freedom movements,
beginning before the Civil War. There were no
federal laws for segregation in the postwar period,
but both northern and southern states still socially
enforced racial separation and remained at least
partially segregated. A large wave of Exodusters
arrived in Kansas in the 1870s and began setting
up communities, including several notable African
American neighborhoods around Topeka, such
as Tennessee Town, Sand Town, and Mud Town.
Exodusters established several Black churches,
such as St. Mark’s AME Church, Second Baptist
Church, Ashbury Mount Olive United Baptist
Church, and Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church.
For generations, religious gatherings of Black

29. Kelsey Liu, “St. Mark’s African Methodist Episcopal Church,
Topeka, Shawnee County, Kansas,” National Register of Historic
Places Inventory/Nomination Form, TreanorHL, September 30,
2019, NRIS# 100004451, www.kshs.org/resource/national_register/
nominationsNRDB/KS_ShawneeCounty_StMarksAMEChurch_
Listed%2009302019.pdf.
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people were essential for community cohesion and
resistance. The 1896 Plessy v. Ferquson Supreme
Court case established “separate but equal” as an
accepted practice regarding public facilities. This
became a social standard, though the definition
of “equal” remained unanswered. Denominations
such as the AME Church were an important
part of the African American community and “a
place of gathering and an escape from the white
community.”*

The African American community in Topeka
has a long history of promoting education
and religion, including through the Central
Congregational Church when it instituted the
first education program. Though Topeka High
School was integrated, the lower grades were
still segregated, as were extracurricular activities
and sports. Kelsey Liu noted in the nomination
that “because education was so closely tied to
the church community through groups like the
Colored Women’s Club, which supported literature
groups, self-improvement, and leadership skills
lessons, and various human needs like sanitation,
knowledge was shared and spread throughout
the African American community in Topeka.”?!
Members of the highly educated African American
community challenged the idea of separate but
equal, which demonstrably resulted in greater
inequality and constituted a denial of their civil
rights and liberties.

Rev. Oliver Brown had a religious upbringing
but also valued the church in all parts of his life. He
attended St. John’'s AME Church when he began
thinking about becoming a pastor. At age thirty-
five, Reverend Brown attended Washburn College
to study theology and English. After starting his
pastorship at St. John’s AME Church, he continued
his career at St. Mark’s AME Church for the next six
years, becoming an integral part of the community.

30. Michael Barga, “African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church,”
VCU Social Welfare History Project, accessed October 7, 2021,
socialwelfare.library.vcu.edu/religious/ african-methodist-episcopal-a-
m-e-church; “St. Mark’s AME Church,” 10.

31. “St. Mark’s AME Church,” 10.

Construction on St. Mark’s AME church began in 1914, just north of
the Kansas River, in a neighborhood established by Exodusters in the
1870s in Topeka. Photograph taken by Vance Kelly.

Reverend Brown is known as the lead plaintiff in
the Brown v. Board of Education case, which came
about after he attempted to enroll his daughter
Linda in Sumner School, an all-white school two
blocks from their house. After the initial federal
district court case ruled in favor of the Topeka
Board of Education, an appeal was filed with the
Supreme Court. In 1952, the court was split and
scheduled this case—along with four similar cases
in other states—to be reheard in 1953. The final
decision was announced on May 17, 1954, with a
ruling in favor of Brown and the other plaintiffs.
Education was an important and significant factor
in the success of the African American community
in Topeka. St. Mark’s played a role in education for
the community and was a place where people felt
they could express and discuss their desire for civil
rights. Bishop Vinton Anderson was the first pastor
of St. Mark’s and was an advocate in his own right;
“he understood that the African American Church
had a unique goal in ensuring the quality of life
in the communities in which they were located.”*

32. Marissa Price, “Bishop Vinton Randolph
Anderson Remembered,” St. Louis American, July 16, 2014,
www.stlamerican.com/news/local_news/bishop-vinton-randolph-
anderson-remembered / article_6fbc9f06-0cf0-11e4-b8f0-001adbcf887a.html.
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The Kouns Family House is on the west edge of the Topeka College Hill neighborhood, near Washburn University. Owned for
nearly four decades beginning in 1929 by a prominent local lawyer, the house has been well maintained and has remained a
family home. Photograph taken by Susan Jezak Ford.

The leadership at St. Mark’s has supported and
advocated for the African American community
since its early days and is still active today.

Charles and Dorothy Kouns House, Topeka,
Shawnee County
Criterion C: Architecture

By far the most common reason that historic
places are listed in either register is because of their
architectural design. A recentexampleis the Charles
and Dorothy Kouns House in Topeka.* The Kouns
sisters (Nellie and Sara), a famous, internationally
known singing duo, had the house designed by the
firm Chandler & Emshwiller and constructed for
their brother in 1923. The fabulist design reflected
a fashionable trend in architecture from the early

33. Susan Jezak-Ford, “Charles & Dorothy Kouns House, Topeka,
Shawnee County,” National Register of Historic Places Inventory/
Nomination Form, Citysearch Preservation, October 5, 2020, NRIS#
100005630, khri.kansasgis.org/ photos_docs/177-5400-00046_19.pdf.

twentieth century. Not only does the Kouns House
have a unique design in the Storybook subtype of
Tudor Revival buildings, butit was also constructed
from unique materials. Some key characteristics of
the Storybook style are the “faux thatched roof,
wood casement windows and twin pointed-arched
dormers surrounding an arched front door.”* The
roofing material is actually soaked wood shingles
bent to curve around the eaves to create the faux
thatched look. The Bishopric Manufacturing
Company created this creosoted lath embedded
in asphalt mastic on heavy fiberboard, creating a
strong, durable, and appealing textured surface.
The company used the Kouns House in its national
advertisements as a model example of the product.
The Kouns House made news for its design and
pushing the standards.

34. Ibid., 3.
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Norden Bombsight Storage Vaults, Pratt, Pratt
County
Criterion A: Military
President Roosevelt signed a $52 billion
wartime budget after the bombing of Pearl Harbor,
and the army located new military bases in
Kansas, Nebraska, South Dakota, and Montana.?
The airfields in Kansas were used to train pilots
on B-29s, which had a major impact on the war
effort. Pratt Army Air Field could house 3,060
men with 72 barracks. The airfield was responsible
for training combat pilots on B-29s and was the
“temporary home for bombardment groups
headed overseas.”* Working for the navy, Carl
L. Norden developed a new precision bombsight,
which was classified as top secret. What are now
called the Norden Bombsight Storage Vaults were
constructed at Pratt Army Air Field and were
used to house, maintain, and issue the devices. As
Charles D. Bright described it,
Precision bombing required meticulous
control; to accomplish this, the Norden
incorporated a gyrostabilized automatic
pilot. The mechanism was modified in 1941
by the Minneapolis Honeywell Company
and designated the Army C-1 autopilot.
This modification enabled a bomber to be
flown on a straight, level course, giving the
bombardier a steady platform on which to
operate the bombsight during the bombing
run. Also known as the ‘Blue Ox,” the
Norden could quickly calculate and correct
directional changes due to wind drift. Flying
at a preset altitude could rapidly compute
the correct bomb release angle for a constant
speed of closure to the aiming point. Under

35. David R. Stitt, “Norden Bombsight Storage Vaults, Pratt County,
Kansas,” National Register of Historic Places Inventory/Nomination
Form, Pratt Army Airfield, September 25, 2012, NRIS# 12000816, www.
kshs.org/resource/national_register/nominationsNRDB/Pratt_
NordenBombsightStorageVaultsNR.pdf, 6.

36. Ibid., 6.

Pictured here is the second and larger vault building constructed to
store, maintain, and issue Norden bombsights to B-29 crews training
at Pratt airbase. Photograph taken by Sarah Martin.

optimal conditions on an undisturbed run,
the accuracy of the device was excellent.”
These vaults held an influential piece of military
equipment, a significant part of Kansas World War
IT aviation history.

Conclusion

As demonstrated in this article, it is evident that
the National Register of Historic Places and the
Register of Historic Kansas Places are multifaceted
and allow for the recognition and documentation
of a varied group of resources. The properties
listed in these registers contain important parts
of our past that are still evident on our landscape.
Documenting and preserving the builtenvironment
is just one way to keep stories alive and at the
forefront of people’s minds. Engaging physically
with our history through these remnants of our
past by walking around a town or neighborhood,
or traveling to a destination, brings an awareness
of our history that cannot always be understood or
appreciated through books alone. To learn more
about nominating a site to one of the registers,
please visit www.kshs.org/14654.

37. Charles D. Bright, Historical Dictionary of the U.S. Air Force (New
York: Greenwood Press, 1992), quoted in “Aviation: From Sand Dunes
to Sonic Booms, A National Register of Historic Places Travel Itinerary,”
National Parks Service, accessed January 4, 2012, www.nps.gov/nr/
travel /aviation /sec.htm.
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