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Our visual essay theme for this year focuses on community events across Kansas. Community events offered a way 
to bring rural Kansas communities closer together and included activities such as fairs, circuses, dances, exhibitions, and 
various contests. Our first highlight is a cow milking contest at the Kansas Free Fair in Topeka, c. 1900 to 1920. First 
organized in 1880, the Kansas State Fair Association brought together representatives from each county in Kansas for the 
purpose of holding a statewide fair in Topeka, the first of which was held September 12–17, 1881. Renamed many times 
since 1915, the Shawnee County Fair continues to be held annually on the grounds.

While limited information exists on this specific photograph, similar contests at the Kansas Free Fair were reported in 
local newspapers. In July 1923, the Kansas Farmer and Mail and Breeze reported on seventeen-year-old Topeka native, Elsie 
Krasny, who for multiple years won first honors in milking contests held at the Kansas Free Fair. She was dubbed by the 
article a “national champion”:

A national rating as a milk maid was won by Miss Elsie Krasny, of Shawnee county, Kan., in a contest at the recent 
national meeting of the American Jersey Cattle Club. Two or three years in succession Miss Krasny had won first 
honors in milking contests held at the Kansas Free Fair in Topeka. Therefore, when the governor of Kansas was asked 
to appoint a representative of the state in the American Jersey Cattle Club contest to be held at Kansas City, Miss Krasny 
was appointed. . .milking Jersey cows in competition furnished one of the best entertainment features provided by 
the Southwest Jersey Breeders’ Association in its role as host to the American Jersey Cattle Club. Miss Krasny won.

Elsie herself had a high opinion of her accomplishments, claiming she would rather be known as the best milker in 
Kansas than win a prize in a beauty contest. “By being a good milker one does some good in the world. By simply being 
pretty, one does not accomplish much.”
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