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The origins of horse racing pre-date the written record. The first recorded race in the United States dates back to 1665 and
took place in what is now Salisbury, New York. Originally, the horse’s stamina was the most valuable factor in American races,
but during the Civil War the emphasis came to be placed more on speed. Even though antigambling stances in Progressive
Era politics were strong, states started regulating betting in the early twentieth century. During the Depression, racing tracks
became an important source of tax revenue.

Kansas opened several tracks in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Since Kansas did notlegalize parimutuel
betting until 1986--where bets go into a pool and are against other people instead of a sportsbook--early tracks profited from
entrance fees, concessions, stable fees, and ticket sales. Tracks in Kansas offered events in thoroughbred, quarter horse, and
standardbred or harness racing, along with greyhound racing.

The Woodlands track in Kansas City, Kansas, started in greyhound racing and expanded to horse racing. Due to a plague
of scandals and competition from Missouri’s riverboat casinos, the track filed for bankruptcy and tried slot machines to boost
revenue. Other tracks, such as Eureka Downs, struggled financially as people lost interest in the sport in the late twentieth
century. The Horse Racing Benefit Fund attempted to subsidize smaller tracks, especially Eureka Downs, Rooks County, and
Anthony Downs, from the larger tracks’ profits to save the events in the 1990s. Ultimately, the effort failed, and many tracks
closed by the early 2000s, including the Woodlands in 2008.

The picture above captures the gates opening during a race as part of the Eastern Cowley County Fair in Burden, Kansas.
County fairs were always a common venue for races, although they have sometimes been controversial. In the November
3, 1880, edition of The Kansas Farmer the discussion of gambling brought up horse racing: “The question has been mooted in
our county, and the managers say the question is simply—we must tolerate horse-racing or have no fair.” Three quarters of
a century later, on August 22, 1955, The Iola Register ran a lament on harness racing leaving the area and attempted to soothe
disappointment by assuring horse racing would continue, just with “an all-running horse program.” Despite some moral
reservations, then, Kansans saw the sport as important for much of the state’s history.
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Kansas History: A Journal of the Central Plains is published
quarterly through a partnership between the Kansas Historical
Foundation and the Department of History at Kansas State
University. The Kansas Historical Foundation serves as a fund-
raising, fund management, membership, and retail organization to
support and promote the Kansas Historical Society, a state agency
that safeguards and shares the state’s history through the collection,
preservation, and interpretation of its past. The Society’s collections
and programs are diverse and are made available through its
library and museum in Topeka, historic sites and classrooms across
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the state, and publications and web-based resources accessible
everywhere. The Department of History at Kansas State University
is especially well-suited to the study of Kansas, agricultural, and
environmental history. As a Land Grant school whose culture and
economy have historically been shaped by the economy in the
state, the history of Kansas holds a venerable place in the academic
offerings of the University. Environmental history, with a particular
focus on agricultural, water, and grassland issues in Kansas, has
become increasingly more important to university research and
curricula worldwide.

The journal is available as one of many benefits of membership
with the Kansas Historical Foundation. Find more information
online at kshs.org/11413.

Follow us on Twitter (@kshistoryjrnl) and on Instagram
(@kshistoryjournal). You can also find us on Facebook!

The journal publishes scholarly articles, edited documents, and
other materials that contribute to an understanding of the history
and cultural heritage of Kansas and the Central Plains. Political,
social, intellectual, cultural, economic, and institutional histories
are welcome, as are biographical and historiographical interpreta-
tions and studies of archaeology, the built environment, and material
culture. Articles emphasizing visual documentation, exceptional
reminiscences, and autobiographical writings are also considered
for publication. Genealogical studies are generally not accepted.

Manuscripts are evaluated anonymously by scholars who
determine their suitability for publication based on originality,
quality of research, significance, and presentation, among other
factors. Previously published articles or manuscripts that are
being considered for publication elsewhere will not be considered.
The editors reserve the right to make changes in accepted articles
and will consult with the authors regarding such. The publishers
assume no responsibility for statements of fact or opinion made by
contributors.

Kansas History follows the Chicago Manual of Style, 17th edition
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2017). A detailed explanation
of the journal’s editorial policy is available at kshs.org/12447.
Articles appearing in Kansas History are available online at the
Kansas Historical Society’s website (kshs.org/12445) and from
EBSCO Publishing. They are available on microfilm from ProQuest
Microfilms.

The Edgar Langsdorf Award for Excellence in Writing, which
includes a plaque and an honorarium of two hundred dollars, is
awarded each year for the best article published in Kansas History.

The editors welcome letters responding to any of the articles
published in the journal. With the correspondent’s permission,
those that contribute substantively to the scholarly dialogue by
offering new insights or historical information may be published.
All comments or editorial queries should be addressed to the
editors, Kansas History: A Journal of the Central Plains, Department of
History, 201C Calvin Hall, Kansas State University, Manhattan, KS
66506-1002; 785-532-0375; email: khjournal@ksu.edu.

Mustrations appearing in the journal, unless otherwise noted, are from the collections of the Kansas Historical Society. Reproductions of
images from the Society’s collections are available for purchase. Please contact the State Archives Division for ordering information: kshs.

org/14154; 785-272-8681, ext. 132.

Kansas History (USPS 290 620) is published quarterly by the Kansas Historical Foundation, 6425 SW 6th Avenue, Topeka, KS, 66615-1099 (kshs.org),
officially the Kansas State Historical Society, Inc., an IRS determined 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation. It is distributed to members joining at the Associate
level or higher. The giving levels are: $35 contributor, $80 family, $100 associate, $250 ambassador, $500 patron, and $1,000 builder. A 20% discount is available
for teachers, students, and librarians. The annual membership rate for historical societies, museums, libraries, colleges, and universities is $60. The annual
corporate membership rates are $1,500 for the 1875 Founders’ Club and $5,000 for the Kansas Pioneer Society. Gift memberships returned to the Foundation
from donors may be available for those unable to pay for an associate level membership. Contact Mallorie Mendoza, Operations Manager, Kansas Historical
Foundation, at 785-272-8681, ext. 209, membership@kshistory.org, or visit us online as kshs.org/11413 for further information.
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The Department of History at Kansas State University
offers students a rewarding educational experience. We
seek to recover and interpret the past in all of its messy
and fascimating manifestations, offering courses ranging
from the Middle East to the American West, on topics like
technology, gender, foreign policy, immigration, and race.

Our students develop marketable skills in research,
critical thinking, and communication that allow them o
pursue successful careers not only as historians,
archivists, and museum professionals, but also as lawyers,
entrepreneurs, government officials, and leaders in the
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Make sure you follow Kansas History
on social media!
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Wildflowers and
Grasses of Kansas

A Field Guide

Revised and Expanded Edition
Michael John Haddock

496 pages, 424 color photographs,
16 figures, 5%2" x 9%2", Paper $29.95
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The Story of the University
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A Personal Natural History
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James H. Locklear
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Roberta Reb Allen
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Cloth $90.00. Paper $29.95

Nothing but the Dirt

Stories from an American
Farm Town
Kate Benz

254 pages, 29 photographs,
6" x 9", Paper $24.95

Ebook editions available from your favorite ebook retailer.

- University Press of Kansas

i ~ Orders 800-848-6224 « www.kansaspress.ku.edu

9"x 12", Cloth $34.95
Not available in ebook

Wy
e

-

ir,
“d
gt

A
Liite,

.

"r

i |
-




Department of History

KANSAS STATE

UNIVERSITY




