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It may safely be said that nine-tenths of those engaged in the
stock-business in the Far West are gentlemen. Here is a fascinat-
ing, health-restoring and profitable occupation for the great army of
broken-down students and professional men, and in crowds they
are turning their backs upon the jostling world to secure new life
and vigor upon these upland plains—George R. Buckman in
Lippincott’s Magazine, 1882,

MONG the many diverse, interesting and entertaining social

phenomena that have made up the past American scene and
its life, one of the most curious—and, in retrospect, one of the most
romantic—was the wholesale migration to the plains of the Great
West in the early 1880%s. The professional historian has catalogued
this emigration as one of the factors making up the life of that age,
but the phenomenon itself deserves more than mere cataloguing, for
it is an important—exceedingly important—movement that was to
affect profoundly American life and American culture in subsequent
vears.! That this judgment is more than mere rhetoric becomes

Dr, Ropert Tarr, of Lawrence, is professor of chemistry at the University of Kansas and
editor of the Transactions of the Kansas Academy of Science, He is author of Photography
And the American Scene (New York, 1928), and Across the Years on Mount Oread (Lawrence,
1941).

Previous articles in this pictorial series appeared in the February, May, August and Novem-
ber, 1946, issues of The Kansas Historical Quarterly, with the general introduction in the
February number,

1. The Buckman article, quoted above, “Ranches and Ranchers of the Far West," Lip=
pincott's Magazine, Philadelphia, v, 29 (1882), p. 435, begins by commenting on the Western
exodus of young colleginns and profesgional men from the overcrowded East. As far ns 1
know, there has been no specific or extensive study of this Western migration of the late 1870's
and early 1880's. The fundamental origin and the economie causes of the migration and the
organization and conduct of the huge eattle companies hav n satisfactorily dealt with by
Ernest 8. Osgood, The Day of the Cattleman (Minnen r in the chapter
“The Cattle Boom." W. P. Webh, The Great Plains ( B 8 Louis
Pelzer, The Cattleman's Frontier (Glendnale, Cal., 1926 tion on

opics. The social aspects of the m 10n in ¢
chronicler, The contemporary it re st
P but somewhat more extensive than is
for such a study; and, incidentally, the present series contributes,
subject.
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apparent when one considers the careers of a single quartet of West-
ern emigrants. The most notable of the quartet was the young and
bespectacled Theodore Roosevelt whose cattle-ranching career of
several years began in the Dakotas in 1883. His ranching life led
eventually to the leadership of the Rough Riders and their part in
the war with Spain. The ultimate reward of the spectacular leader
of the Rough Riders was his elevation to the White House. 2 Emer-
son Hough, the second of our quartet of the West, began his pro-
fessional life (the study and practice of law) in a cow camp at
White Oaks, New Mexico territory, in 1881. His experiences at
White Oaks laid the foundations for a career as a noted chronicler
of the West, which probably reached its zenith in one of the greatest
of our motion picture plays The Covered Wagon.> The third mem-
ber, Frederic Remington, ventured his patrimony in a sheep ranch
in Kansas in 1883, and the fourth member was Owen Wister who
made his first trial of ranch life in Wyoming in 1885. In The
Virginian, Wister’s most popular book, he created characters and
lines that live to the present day.* One has only to recall Wister’s
line—now used so much as to be threadbare—“When you call me
that, smile,” to appreciate the point.

Of these four men, only Roosevelt and Wister were known to each
other previous to their Western life. None of their trails crossed
in their early years in the West, but in later life all became very
intimately acquainted with each other and with each other’s work.
Roosevelt and Wister were to become Remington’s most ardent
admirers and protagonists; Hough, on the other hand, was doubt-
less Remington’s severest eritic. All four, however, were extremely
active and articulate exponents of the West and its life.

2. The standard source of information on the Western experiences of Theodore Roosevelt
is I'nn ann Hage lorn, Roosevelt in the Bad Lands (Boston and New York, 1921). The
ranching experiences of Roosevelt as only one of the chapters of his life are described in many
biographies. for example, Henry F. Pringle, Theodore Roosevelt (New York, !'i’l} It is not
argued in the text. of course, that Roosevelt would not have been President save for his
ranch experience, but the tl:-lll which hegan with the Dakota ranch, and then led through
the Rouch Riders and Spanish war to the governorship of New York, to the Vice- Prtklf'r‘u\
and then to the White House, got him there more quickly than if his Dakota experiences he ad
nnt ocourred. After I had written the lines in the text concerning Roosevelt, and the .IT..t of

] m life on his career, T chanced across John Burroughs' Camping & Tramping With
It (Boston and New York, 1907). On pp. 14 and 15 Burroughs made a statement
ered to Roosevelt himself that is practically the same as my summary.

-":. There i- no umar.rrnn biography of Emerson Hough. His original Western 1:1111 re
not dated with certainty, is br p['Ix deseribed by Lee \In\m er Stone, E n Ho _.r : Hh

in American fr'“rr* {Chicag 1025), p. 16, The Covered l!Jr.-u.u \..1=~|||||] Y“the one
great American epic that the sereen he s ||u|||| 1" by Robert E. Sherwood, ed., The Best
Mouving Pictures of 1922-23 (Boston, 1928), '|| L Lowis Jacobs in The Rize af the American
Film (New York, 1939), gives a more reason gment of the film but even he called The
Covered Wagon "l'n."l'mi:_'I t, impressive, and vigorous.”

4. PFor Owen Wister's initinl experience in the West ml his early :r mtacts with Theodore
Roosevelt see Wister's Roos al..“ The Story of a Friendship (New \l k, 1630). On page I8,
Wister writes "EZ'-lfﬁ' in July, 1885, I went there '\'\ yvoming]. Thi eidental sicht of the
cattle-country settled my career,” For a brief biography of Wister, see f\.'c-l\' York Times, July
22, 1038, p. 17. Hi l irginian, when it first apjg --.-|||-| in 1902, was an overnight best seller

The Publishers' Wee . New ‘“.[.‘. v. 1356 (February 18, 1939), p. 8856.
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For every one of this articulate quartet, however, there were
thousands of inarticulate embryo ranchers in the West before 1885.
Although Mr. Buckman's estimate that ninety percent of these new-
comers were “gentlemen” may be unduly optimistic, it is probably
true that the sunshiny atmosphere of the wide open spaces was
rent by many a curse with a pronounced Harvard accent. Cursing,
indeed, seemed to be almost a necessary requirement of the difficult,
life of the West, a fact recognized by that genial philosopher and
fount of considerable wisdom, Mr. Dooley, a contemporary well
known to the quartet mentioned above. “No wan,” points out Mr,
Dooley, “cud rope a cow or cinch a pony without swearin’. A
strick bringin’ up is th’ same as havin’ a wooden leg on th’
plains.” % This sage observation is given added point when it is
recalled that the inability of the future leader of the Rough Riders
to use some of the stronger parts of speech in the Saxon language
nearly led to discrediting him as a rancher. At his first round-up,
Roosevelt urged one of his hands to head off cattle that were making
a break for freedom with the shrill ery “Hasten forward quickly
there!” The roar of laughter that followed was echoed at many a
campfire and Roosevelt almost became the laughing-stock of the
country round about, but his vigorous character eventually
weathered the near disaster.

More pertinent, however, than the question of language on the
plains, is the question “What brought this great influx to the former
haunts of the buffalo?” The answer to this question is too long and
involved to consider in detail here. The immediate causes in each
ase were doubtless as numerous as the immigrants themselves but
there are certain broad aspects of the problem that we can point
out and which will not be irrelevant in understanding Remington
and the success that he later achieved,

The building of the railroad westward and the removal of the
Indian barrier were of fundamental importance in the westward
migration. Once the main barrier was down and access to the vast
new country was easier, the trek began. Adventurers. big-game
hunters, settlers in search of cheap land, health-seekers, gold-seekers,
enterprising young politicians, restless young men—these and many
other types—joined the army of the new forty-niners. Leading the
van was the world-roaming, inquisitive Englishman. Many of this
class were sportsmen, but England’s need of beef was also an
important factor in the westward surge, so important that a Royal

6. Finley P. Dunne, Observations by Mr. Dooley (New York, 1002), p. 227.
6. Hagedom, op. cit., p. 101.
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Commission was sent from England in the late 1870's to study
cattle raising on the plains. Asa result of its favorable report—and
even before—many Englishmen were among those who sought the
plains of the New World. “The American cattle-trade is execiting
much interest in England, where two of our most pressing needs
just now are cheaper meat and outlets for our boys” is, for example,
the preface of a contemporary account in an English periodical.”
If the Englishman started the trail west, the whole world soon fol-
lowed suit and representatives from nearly every civilized nation
of the globe could be found on the prairies and plains of the West.
Why our countrymen—the Easterners—joined this march to the
West is not as readily explained. Emerson Hough in later life
ironically attributed the “discovery” of the West to three well-
known Americans and infers that these three were responsible for
the great interest in this region. “Buffalo Bill, Ned Buntline and
Frederic Remington,” writes Hough with feeling, tinged no doubt
by envy, “ah, might one hold the niche in fame of e’er a one of these
tripartite fathers of their country! It is something to have created
a region as large as the American west, and lo! have not these
three done that thing?”® Hough, of course, was referring to the
West created in the minds of the Easterner by the above trio, for
the West, it scarcely needs be said, was discovered long before
Remington’s day. Hough’s commentary, however, is revealing in
that it serves to emphasize the part that Remington played in
American life during his heyday (1890-1909). But what was the
lure that led Roosevelt, Hough and Wister to the West? Remington
felt that Catlin, Gregg, Irving, Lewis and Clark aroused his in-
centive for the Western venture.? Their influence, I am sure, was
supplemented by still other sources; sources that consciously or un-
consciously affected many Americans who migrated to the plains in
the early 1880’s. In the first place, there was considerable popular
literature, both in book and periodical form on the subject, pre-
cedine and contemporary with the beginning of the decade in ques-
tion. Such books as Col. R. I. Dodge’s The Plains of the Great
Vest (published in England as The Hunting Grounds of the Great
West), Vivian’s Wanderings in the Western Land, Campion’s On
the Frontier (Campion made his Western venture as a result of

. 7. The Spectator, London, March 17, 1877, p. 841. The report of the Royal Commis-
aion referred to is Report on American Agriculfure, With an Appendiz (1880), w hich is part of
the report of the Royal Commission on Agriculture (depressed condition), 1879. Buckman,
loc. cit., nlso states in conneetion with this Western migration, “The English first sought out
the new land.”

8. Emerson Hough, “Texas Transformed,” Putnam’'s Magazine, New York, v. T (1908~
1910), p. 200.

9. Remington's autobiography, Collier's Weekly, New York, March 18, 1905,
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interest aroused by Catlin’s paintings), and Camps in the Rockies
by W. A. Baillie-Grohman were all published between 1877 and
1882, several being sufficiently popular to require publication of
more than one edition.’® The periodical literature, too, of this same

10. Richard I. Dodge, The Plains of the Great West (New York, 1877), or its English
edition, The Hunting Grounds of the Great West (London, 1876), was one of the best known
books of its kind and doubtless was the incentive that drew many to the West. Many years
after its publication, Theodore Roosevelt and George Bird Grinlnnlf called it “The best bhook
upon the plains country.'— See their American Big-Game Hunting (New York, 1901), p. 823.

The other books mentioned in the text were published as follows:

J. 8. Campion, On the Frontier (London, 1878). Experiences of some years in the West,
ranching, hunting and traveling,

A. Pendarves Vivian, Wanderings in the Western Land (London, 1879). Experiences in
the West on a hunting trip in 1877.

William A. Baillie-Grohman, Camps in the Rockies (New York, 1882). A London edition
appeared the same year; a second English edition in 1883, and a second American edition in
1884. The book, based on four trips to America, was essentially a sporting book but it con-
tains a chapter on ranching and an appendix which estimates the probable profits to be gained
from cattle ranching. Other books bearing on the same general period are numerous. A few
are listed below. Altogether their influence, quite apart from any real merits the books may or
may not have possessed, must have been considerable. The interested reader will note how
many are of English origin or had English editions. Some others of the period 1876-1886 (my
list does not exhaust the subject) are:

William Blackmore, ed., Colorado, Its Resources, Parks and Prospects (London, 1869).
Althourh lying outside the dates specified above, it is given as an illustration of an elaborate
emigrant brochure.

Earl of Dunraven, The Great Divide: Travels in the Upper Yellowstone (New York and
London, 1876).

Frank Whittaker, George A. Custer (New York, 1878).

Edward L. Wheeler, Deadwood Dick Library (Cleveland, 1878-1889). Over fifty pub-
lished in this period. All were Westerns,

James B. Fry, Army Sacrifices (New York, 1879). Western Indian war,

Harry Castlemon, George in Camp or Life on the Plains (Philadelphia, 1879). A book for

0¥S.

William F. Cody, Life of William F. Cody (Hartford, 1879).
l%hg;lm Mortimer Murphy, Sporting Adventures in the Far West (New York and London,
ol .

Rossiter W, Raymond, Camp and Cabin: Sketches of Life and Travel in the West (New
York, 1880). Nevada, California and the Yellowstone country.

Stephen R. Riggs, Mary and I: Forty Years With the Siouz (Chicago, 1830). Missionary
life from 1887 to 1877.

. Samuel Nugent Townshend, Qur Indian Summer in the Far West (London, 1880), Deserip-
tion of a tour of Kansas, Colorado and the Southwest,

Benjamin F. Taylor, Summer-Savory Gleaned From Rural Nooks in Pleasant Weather
(Chieago, 1880), Colorado and Utah,

J. W. Buel, Heroes of the Plains (St, Louis, 1881).

i James A, Little, Jacob Hamblin (Salt Lake City, 1881). Frontiersman in Utah and
Arizona,

_Gen. James 8. Brisbhin, The Beef Bonanza, or How To Get Rich on the Plains (Philadelphia,
11-“?‘31: 1|I~=u.ur|_ }'_:III-EH.'-]H edition with the same imprint), Here's a daisy! There was no curb on
General Brishin's enthusiasm, By five years, according to Brisbhin's estimate, the annual income
f!'rﬂp 8 cattle ranch would be bigger than the original investment. ‘‘After the fifth year the
profits will be enormous.” Sheep ranching also was boosted and the prospective sheep rancher
was told that 1'.1’-_ could ‘“‘clear on herd and ranch worth $12,000 in three years.” To prove his
points for gkeptical readers Brisbin has the expenses and profits all carefully tabulated for a
five-year period.

: R. P. Spice, The Wanderings of the Hermit of Westminster Between New York and San
F rancisco (London, 1881), i

G. Thomas Ingham, Digging Gold Amonag the Rockies (Philadelphia, 1882},

1“.' illiam H. Russell, Hespereothen: Notes From the West (London and New York, 1B82),
2 vols. By the well-known English correspondent of the Civil War. Described a trip of 1880-
1881 through Minnesota, Kansas, Colorado, New Mexico and California.

¥ Richard I. Dodge, Our Wild Indians (Hartford and Chicago, 1882). The Indians were
Western Indians and Dodge, an army officer, wrote with the authority of a good many years’
experience on the plains as this book and The Hunting Grounds of the Great West show,

George F. Price, Across the Continent With the §th Caval i (New York, 1883).

George O, Shields, Hunting in the Great West (Chicago and New York, 1883). Mainly
Montana and Wyoming,

E. ‘-5 Topping, The Chronicles of the Yellowstone (St. Paul, 1883). Historieal and pro-
motional,

Gen. George A. Custer, Wild Life on the Plains and Horrors of Indian Warfare (St. Louis,
1883). Reprints of General Custer’s Galary articles plus additional material. Presumably pub-
lished for large eirculation (cheap paper and extremely erude illustrations): it went through
many editions. Intermediate between the more econservative books listed above and the still
cheaper dime novels. I cidentally, dime novels by 1884 were being severely eriticized on the
grounds that the pernicious influence which they exerted was causing voungsters to commit
crimes (robberies nnd holdups) so that they could ‘“‘go West and be cowboys'; a criticism
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interval contains numerous articles on the West and its attractions;
many times illustrated by artists from first-hand observations.™
These Western illustrations are of sufficient importance to warrant
more extensive discussion; a discussion which we will, however,

certainly pertinent in any discussion of the effect of literature on the Western migration.—See
the New York Semi-Weekly Tribune. March 11, 1884,

Reginald Aldridge, Life on @ Ranch (New York, 1884); in England as Ranch Notes
(London, 1884), Aldridge, an Englishman, out of work in the depression of the 1870's, came
to the United States after reading letters from Kansas and Colorado published in the English
periodical Field. The book reviews his cattle-ranching experience in Kansas, Indian territory
and Texas from 1877 to 1883,

William Shepherd, Prairie Ezperiences in Handling Cattle and Sheep (London, 1884, and
New York, 1885).

Profits of Sheep and Cattle Raising in Southwest Kansas (Topeka, 1884). This pamphlet
is cited as illustrative of still ancther type of literature which had marked influence in the
Western migration of the 1880's. It is a promotional bulletin published by the Santa Fe
railroad. That these bulletins did have a considerable effect—although not always the de-
sired one—is attested by a Kansas correspondent in a letter to T'he Nation, New York, August
6, 1885, p. 118.

Elizabeth Custer, Boots and Saddles (New York and London, 1885). Although the life
of the Custers on the Dakota plains in the 1870's is the topic, the book again focused Eastern
attention on the West.

Walter, Baron von Richthofen, Cattle Raising on the Plains of North America (New York,
1885). The author states that he had lived in Colorado and was for many years engaged in
the stock business, He gives a brief account of the extent of the cattle ranching by 18856 with
estimates of costs and profits. Chapter 8 deals with the great ranches of the West and gives
some idea of the magnitude of ranching as a big business. I have read that Baron Richthofen
was the father of the celebrated aviator Richthofen of World War 1 and that the aerial tactics
of the "“flving circus” introduced by Richthofen were suggested by tales told by the elder
Richthofen of the circling tacties used by the Plains Indians in the warfare against the whites.
I have been unable to verify the relationship between the two Richthofens.

Theodore Roosevelt, Hunting Trips of a Ranchman (New York and London, 1885). Not
to be confused with Roosevelt's Ranch Life and the Hunting Trail, published two vears later.

John H. Sullivan, Life and Adventures of a Cow-Boy or Valuable Hints on Raising Stock
(New York, ca. 1885).

De B. Randolph Keim, Sheridan's Troopers on the Border (Philadelphia, 1885).

Ernest Ingersoll, The Crest of the Continent (Chicago, 1885),

: Percy G. Ebutt, Emigrant Life in Kansas (London, 1886), Cattle ranching in Kansas in
the 1870's.

E. Marston, Frank's Ranche or My Holiday in the Rockies (London and New York, 1886),
““What We Are To Do With Our Boys."

11. Among my notes on articles in the periodieal literature dealing specifically with various
aspects of |':|r'|l'i1'i]||’nr (not :1E['l‘:u]_\.-' l‘iit'd) are those listed below. It should be kept in mind that
articles dealing with Western Indians, the West, ete., should also be included in any complete
bibliography of Western literature for in the late 1870's and early 1880's all such material
served to instruet and attract its readers in the West,

W. A. Baillie-Grohman, “'Cattle Ranches in the Far West,"” Fortnightly Rewiew, London,
v. 34 (October, 1880), p. 488, This article forms the basis of Chapter 12 in his book Camps
in the Rockies.,

Alfred '[‘4-;-1_\- H}L['Hli. “"Tanch If'ful'F!l" f,-.l'plr:lllnr'r!!."'.-': _'I..fu,-,-rr:J'rn-. P]Ji[!l!ll'];'lhi.‘i. v. 28 l’”“‘-‘”j,
p. 90. The title suggests one cause of Western migration. Bacon continued the above article
in a second one, “Colorado Round-Up," ibid., p. 622,

“Ranche Life in the Far West" (uncredited ), Macmillan’s Magazine, London, v, 48 (1883),
p. 203. Heprinted in Living Age, Boston, v. 1568 (1883), p. 696, A word of eaution to rl|_u.=r'
enthu ste of little knowledge who were considering ranch life (sheep raising) on the plains.
Many of the difficulties and hardships are pointed out.

Arthur H. Paterson, “Camp Life on the Prairies,” Macmillan's Magazine, London, v. 49
(1884), p. 171. An Englishman’s experience. E

“A Wyvoming Cowboyv on Cattle Raising,” one-half eolumn in the New York Semi- Weekly
Tribune, February 29, 1884, p. 8. This item is cited as illustrative of much of the fugitive
contemporary literature, which altogether must have totaled hundreds of accounts. This story,
for example, was reprinted in the Tribune from the Pittsburgh Dispatch. It is a hearty
ri-u-c.”,l“ur.ri;”:r.n of ranch life with 1ts great ]l:'c-ﬁ;h‘_ ]l]!:.- an amusing tall story of Western
Justice,

Alice W. Rollins, “Ladies’ Day at the Ranch,” Harper's Magazine, New York, v. 71 (June,
1885), pp. 3 sther aspeet of life on a western Kansas ranch.

Rufus I “A Day's ‘Drive’” With Montana Cow _Bovs.” thid, (July, 1885), pp.
188-198 / aum was probably as nearly Remington's immediate predecessor as any Iman

The Nation, New York, v. 41 (July 2, 1885), pp. 156-17, h ng review and discussion

of the well-known Report in Repard To the Range and Ranch Cattle Business » United
States, by nmo, Jr., sther important item in any Western bibliography. How ex-
tensive the this report and in the West can be judged by the letter
publ 01l nwy initiated Letters to The Nation—some of them of co

leny
ns I
(September 17) pp.

Frank Wilkeson,
(April, 1886), pp. TB8-T

of them are from Westerners) will
1885) pp. 60, , (August 6) pp. 118, 114, (August
, (October 20) pp. 360, a61.
»-Raising on the Plains,"” Harper's Magazn

Another first-hand aceount by one who
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postpone until later in this series. But probably more important
than the books, periodicals and illustrations of the period was still
another source of information—the newspapers. One can scarcely
pick up an issue of an Eastern newspaper of almost any decade
after 1850, without finding news items from the West concerning
Western migrations; accounts of Indian troubles; tall stories of
frontiersmen and highwaymen and letters from homesteaders,
miners and travelers—some of it authentic, much of it garbled and
a great deal of it lurid reporting of imaginary events. In faet, so
terrible was the reporting in many cases, that Western inhabitants
complained of the treatment they received at the hands of Eastern
newspapers. Robert Strahorn, a Westerner and a free-lance writer,
who wrote under the pseudonym of “Alter Ego” for the Rocky
Mountain News of Denver, and other newspapers, commented on
his colleagues in the East in the following acid vein:

Of manners and morals of western people generally, mueh is said that is
far beyond the pale of truth, Nearly every eager itemizer, from the manager
of a representative eastern paper down to the senseless and superficial seribbler
for the eastern backwoods press, comes to the new west with mind literally
charged with glowing absurdities and with an unyielding determination to
realize these absurdities. Why this should be is partly explained by the fact
that eastern readers demand experiences from the western plains and moun-
tains which smack of the erude, the rough and the semi-barbarous12

The Indian question, especially, Strahorn pointed out, was in-
variably overworked by these Eastern correspondents who saw
Indians behind every clump of sage brush, menacing the traveler at
every step in his journey across the plains.

No doubt, the cause of this extraordinary interest in the Western
Indian that the Eastern newspaper reporter displayed was greatly
stimulated by the appalling military disaster that overwhelmed
Custer and his command on the hills above the Little Big Horn
river in the summer of 1876—the centennial year.’®

Custer’s defeat certainly had the effect of focusing the attention
of the entire world upon the Western region and the newspaper in-
terest in this event and succeeding Indian questions is readily under-
standable, no matter how imperfectly they were reported. The con-
siderable volume of Western literature

in newspaper, periodical

'he quotation from Robert E, Strahorn will be found in his Hand-Book

W Wyoming

s, 1877), p. 105, For a !|:|.|,:_'_:|-I;|r-‘_|| sketech of Strahorn, see The Nati i '“_',.i’f'-'l""
tography, v. C (1930), pp. 445, 440,

apers really gave many it of Western news car en from the

mind it Index T the New York Daily Tribune under the heads

“Indians," “Cowboys,” ‘Ranch ' “Plains.” for the years 1868-1885 inclusive, a
period in w h large migrations to the est took place,

18. See Part 1V of this series: “Custer’s Last Stand,” in The Kansas Historical Quarterly,

November, 1946, pp. 361-390,
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and book—makes it apparent then that the West had been “dis-
covered”—in whatever sense the word may be used—long before
Remington’s day. The West was early a part of the national
consciousness, and the events and literature in the decade from
1876 to 1886 had developed a consuming interest in the life of the
plains. No matter, for our present purpose, if the great bubble of
an abundant ranch life burst with sickening suddenness in the
terrible winter of 1886-1887 and if the migration from the plains
was almost as rapid as the earlier emigration to the Western land;
for, despite the bursting of the bubble, this consuming interest was
shared by a large audience, and there were many in that audience
who had partaken of that life. By the late 1880's the time was
opportune for still other chroniclers who could recall and recapture
the life just passed with pen, pencil and brush. They soon appeared
and among them was Remington. The fact that he was fortunate
enough to have lived for a time this life on the plains, led naturally,
if not directly, to his mature achievements as one of the country’s
leading illustrators.

The year that Remington lived in Kansas was the only time that
he established residence on the plains, although in subsequent years
he made frequent Western trips for inspiration and fresh material.
In this respect he was unlike Charley Russell, whose work has
frequently been compared with that of Remington. Russell spent
most of his life as a resident of the West and worked for some years
as a cowhand. As a result, his work is frequently more exact, as
far as detail goes, than was that of Remington, who was primarily
interested in action rather than exact detail—an important point
to keep in mind in comparing the two artists.#

The Kansas experience, however, was not Remington’s first
Western venture. Late in the summer of 1881, as a youth of 19, he
had spent some weeks on the plains of Montana and that trip had
apparently cast its spell over the youngster.’® Some sketches had
resulted from this trip and one had been published by Harper’s
Weekly in 1882 which was used, however, to illustrate an incident
of life in the then Arizona territory.1®

14. Russell will be considered later in this series and further comparisons of his work with
that of Memington will then be made.

15. Remington left Canton, N, Y., in August, 1881, for Montana, according to the St.
Lawrence Plaindeoler, Canton, N, Y., August 10, 1881, p. 8. I am indebted to Editor Atwood
Manley of the Plaindealer for the courtesy of examining the files of the Plaimdealer in his
office, Remington several times referred in later years to this early trip to Montana,.—See the
autobiography cited in Footnote 9 and his book, Pony Tracks (New York, 1805), p. 7.

16. The sketch will be found in Hurper's Weekly, New York, v. 240 (February 25, 1882),
p. 120, It was re-drawn by W. A. Rogers who mentions the fact in his autobiography A
Waorld Worth While (New York, 1027), p. 248, Rogers himsell had some experience as a
Western artist which will be recorded subsequently in this series,

The length of Remington's Montana visit has not been established with certainty. He wnas




Freperic REMINGTON
(1861-1909)
In his Butler county days. A photograph probably made at
Peabody in 1883,
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Lavping Time

Robert Camp, Remington's immediate neighbor. From an
original sketech made by Remington in 1883 and identified by Mr.
Camp in 1943. Courtesy the Remington Art Memorial.
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A year and a half spent at the Yale Art School was terminated
early in 1880 by the death of his father who left him a patrimony of
several thousand dollars.?

After he quit school, Remington corresponded with a Yale friend,
Robert Camp of Milwaukee. Camp was graduated with the class
of 1882 and late in the same summer went to south-central Kansas
to try his hand at sheep-ranching, one of the many individuals in
the Western migration of the early 1880’s. Remington, if he could
have followed his own interests, would doubtless have found his
way to the cattle range and established his own cattle ranch. But
the initial venture in a cattle ranch on any save the most modest
scale, was an expensive business. Theodore Roosevelt, for example,
in less than a year invested over eighty thousand dollars in es-
tablishing his cattle ranch in the Bad Lands of Dakota.'®

Remington had no such sum to invest and Camp, in his corre-
spondence, pointed out that a sheep ranch could be established with
the small patrimony that Remington had available.®® Further,
Camp deseribed the country where he had made his establishment,
and life on his ranch with such enthusiasm that Remington was soon
eager to join his friend. Camp made the necessary arrangements
for the purchase of a small ranch adjoining his own on the south,
and early in the spring of 1883 Remington left Albany for a farewell

visit to his family at Canton and then set out for the plains of Kan-
sas.”?

back in Albany, N. Y., by October 18, 1881, as I have a copy of a letter written by Reming-
ton on that date in which he states that an interview with George William Curtis, editor of
Harper's Weekly, had been arranged for him so that Curtis could be shown some of Reming-
ton’s sketches.

17. Remington was enrolled at Yale for the school years beginning in 1878 and 1879 (Yale
University Catalogues for these years). He left schonl during the Christmas holidays of 1879
and did not return because of the ill health of his father who died on February 10, 1880.—
Ogdensburg (N. Y.) Journal, February 19, 1880. I have studied in some detail Remington’s
life at Yale as well as his life in Albany, N. ¥. He held some five or six jobs in Albany
from 1880 until he moved to Kansas in 1888. I hope to publish these studies subsequently.

18. Roosevelt’s investment in the Bad Lands ranch will be found in Hagedorn, op. cit.,
appendix, p. 482, Mr. Hagedorn estimates that Rocsevelt lost over fifty thousand dollars
in Dakota, a considerable ghare of the loss being caused by the terrible winter of 1886-1887.

19. My information on Robert Camp and Remington is based on pers nal interviews with
Robert Camp in 1943, who was then over eighty and living in Milwaukee. I am indebted to
Wilbur I. Barth of the First Wisconsin Trust (um]rm\, Milwaukee, who interviewed Mr,
Camp for me on three different oeceas lrlll‘\ EI‘*nIH; him my many 1||:r-_u1inn~< and returning the
replies,  Mention of "Bob'' Camp's activities in Kansas will be found in the Peabody (Gazette
far glr per 1o under discussion ns follows: }g‘ 1gust 24, 1882, p. 5, me ntions the presence of

Bob Cemp and the issue of Beptember 7, p. 5, in its "Plum Grove notes, mentions that Mr.
Camp l||n\'4'|[ onto his place “some two weeks ago"; also mention o f the Camp venture on
October 19, . ., November _'1"1, p. 5, and 1J|r|1:|‘|; 28, p. 4. ]]f last item states that

The loeation of his

Camp owned 900 sheep and “th -||L- ~'.r 4 raising the boss bus
i ranch was m the same

ranch is also giver 2. It is thus seen tha

section as Re The issue of June 21, p- 4, states at Camp
“elipped be -“, n six and eight S A em v ] pounds of wool this spring. Camp live rI in the
{ borhood for some vears. The last reference that I have found to Camp in the

tember 9, 1886, p. b
n in the S¢t. Lawrence Plaindealer, Canton, N, Y
i R teming ton had res i I]Ill ] is position in Albany and was in
the 1" est “'in a few day
An examination of records in the office of the register of deeds of Butler county (nt El
Dorado) was made for me by Mrs. Corah Mooney Bullock of El Dorado, to whom I am in-

» 98 1883, states
f |1 would leave




nemingron’s resources, To the $4,650 spent for land, there should be added $2.000. A
letter to Horace D. Backrider from Frederic Remington dated Peabody, May 16, 1883, stated
that Remington was that day making a draft against the St. Lawrence County Bank for
£1,000. *“My sheep sheds are going up and I want the money.”” The letter is in the H. M.
Sackrider collection. The other thousand dollars Remington drew from the Canton bank in
the fall of 1883, The basis for this last thousand is found in a telegram dated “Sept. 5,
1883, Peabody, Kansas" that Remington sent his uncle Horace D. Sackrider (H., M. Sack-
rider collection). The total investment in the Kansas ranch, then, as exactly as can now ]]e
determined, was $6,650, It is doubtful if Remington's patrimony was as large as this. Tt is
probable that part of the money was borrowed from his mother, for in a letter to H. D.
Sackrider, which from its context was written in the fall of 1889, Remington writes of paying
interest on money borrowed from his mother. (The last cited letter is also in the H, M.
Sackrider collection. )

Information from the Butler county elerk shows that both quarters were sold by Reming-
ton to David W. Greene on May 31, 1884,

21. For the history of Butler county 1 have consulted Vol. P. Mooney, History of Butler
Couniy (Lawrence, 1016), p. 186: Jessie Perry Stratford, Butler County's Eighty Years (El
Dorado, 1934), p. 45. The A, T, Andreas, and W. G. Cutler, History of the State of Kansas
(Chicago, 18838), p. 1480 f§, is especially useful for my purpose as it is almost contemporary
with Hemington’s stay in Butler county. For the agricultural history of Butler county in
Remington’s day I have used the Second Biennial Report of the State Board of -"W”f'f‘"”""'
(1870-1880), pp. 229, 265, 266; Third RBiennial Report (1881-1882), pp. 152-157, and Fourth
Biennial Report (1883-1884), pp. 44-50. “Agricultural Resources of Kansas,” in Kansas State
College Bulletin, Manhattan, October 15, 1037, pp. 24-26G, also has given useful information
on the characteristics and topography of Butler county.














































