Lincoln College, Forerunner of Washburn
Municipal University

Part Ong: Founping A ProNEErR CONGREGATIONAL COLLEGE

Russenn K. HickMaN

Pioneer ProsecTs
After God had carried us safe to New England, and wee had builded
our houses, provided necessaries for our liveli-hood, rear'd convenient
places for Gods worship, and setled the Civill Government: One of the
next things we longed for, and looked after was to advance Learning,

and perpetuate it to Posterity, dreading to leave an illiterate Ministery
to the Churches, when our present Ministers shall lie in the Dust. . . 1

N these words the Puritan chronicler expressed the great impor-
tance of education to the cause of religion, a matter which

prompted the forefathers to carefully provide for a succession of
able and learned ministers. They entertained great fear that with-
out this “‘darkness must have soon covered the land, and gross
darkness the people’ . . . Wherefore a COLLEDGE .
the best thing that ever New England thought upon!” 2

In like manner their descendants, on a westward march across
the continent, planted a chain of colleges, even before their settle-
ments had attained maturity, so that the cause of religion and mor-
ality might not suffer. Again and again the missionaries on the
border pointed out their dire need of help and despaired of a proper
answer to their pleas, unless colleges near at hand could supply the
deficiency.

In Kansas no one was more persistent in urging the need of “an
educated and godly ministry”’ 8 than Lewis Bodwell, agent of the
American Home Missionary Society in 1866 when he wrote: “Whole

_ Russett K. Hickman, of La Porte, Ind., is a former staff member of the Kansas State
Historieal Society.

1. “New England's First Fruits: In Respect of the Colledge, and the Proceedings of
Learning Therein,” Old South Leaflets, v. 8, No. 61, p. 1. Ths is 'the oldest extant
document which, in type, clearly recognizes the existence of Harvard College.,” It was dated,
Boston, 1642, and published in London the following year.

2. Cotton Mather, “The History of Harvard College,” ibid., v. 8, No. 184, p. 8 (quoted
from his Magnalia, London, 1702),

8. Extract from a letter of Bodwell appended to An Appeal to Congregational Churches
in Behalf of Lincoln College, written in 1865. Two years later (October 28, 1867) he wrote
to “Dear Bro. [H. Q.] Butterfield” in more detail: “Qur talked of school has entered upon
its second year with good & growing patronage, & the doubling of our population has brought
into a still stronger light our desperate need of more ministers. . . . All abroad over
our prairies destitute of the ministry hundreds . . . must die to all gpiritual life d&
power. . . . Only the rearing of an educated ministry for the millions who are to ]I‘l-'la'
and die with or without Xt upon these prairies could have forced us to this work. B
(Manuseript in Washburn Municipal University library.)

(20)
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towns and counties, with hundreds and thousands of inhabitants,
are destitute of needed preaching.” A champion of Lincoln Col-
lege aptly stated the parallel with Puritan days:

In less than twenty years from the landing on Plymouth Rock, our Puritan

fathers conceived the noble purpose of establishing a Christian college.
They did not wait for colonies to develop; but into the very incipiency of
that development were cast the germs of Christian institutions, which have
now become the glory of the land, and whose leaves even are for the healing
of the nations.

Following the example of these pioneers of Christ's kingdom in this land,
we have taken effective steps toward the establishment of a college in Kansas,
whose pattern shall be like that shown us in New England, the “Mount” of
our early and hallowed associations.#

In its early stages the project of a college for Kansas, to cham-
pion the Puritan way of life, was inseparably connected with the
New England plan of winning that region for freedom. The towns
to be planted by the New England Emigrant Aid Company were to
encourage the church, the school and the college, and by their
strategic distribution and desirability attract the Northern settler
who would hold the land against all comers from the “slave power.”

From the very beginning this was true of Lawrence, where on
the first day of 1855 stakes were driven and stone was hauled to a
prospective college site on Mt. Oread.® Somewhat later Topeka
became an ardent rival of Lawrence for the site of the pioneer college.
On December 25, 1856, a meeting of the citizenry was held at Law-
rence to take the necessary steps.® Not long thereafter Amos A.
Lawrence, Free-State champion in New England, transferred to
Charles Robinson and S. C. Pomeroy, trustees, the two notes total-
ing $10,000 which he had advanced Lawrence University of Ap-
pleton, Wis., thereby establishing a fund for higher education in
Kansas.”

4. An Appeal to Congregational Churches . . ., cited above, being an appeal for

ﬁnam_‘iall aid, signed by the college trustees. Many denominational colleges, particularly in
:he' Mississippi  valley, were founded primarily to help solve the problem of ministerial
raining.

5. A. T. Andreas and W. G. Cutler, History of the State of Kansas (Chicago, 1883),
p. 317. The work at Lawrence was under the direction of Charles Robinson, local agent of

the Aid Company, and at the expense of that organization, but was terminated because of
uncertainty of title,

. 6, Proceedings of meeting in Lawrence Herald of Freedom, January 3, 1857. It had
immediate repercussions at Manhattan where a similar convention was held January 12, 1857
and resolutions adopted in favor of a state university immediately in a central location and
denying the claim of the Lawrence meeting of being a mass convention of the people of
Kansas. Concerning the Manhattan movement, see J. T. Willard, “Bluemont Central College,
the Forerunner of Kansas State College,” The Kansas Historical Quarterly, v. 18 (1945),
May, pp. 828-857.

7. Lawrence to Rev. E. Nute, dated Boston, February 11, 1857, in “Copies of Letters
of Amos A, Lawrence About Kansas Affairs,” p. 282, in MSS. division, Kansas State His-
torical Bociety.
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CONGREGATIONAL BEGINNINGS

Although settled somewhat later than Lawrence, Topeka also in-
cluded a number who were imbued with the idea of founding in
their midst a college dedicated to freedom. Among these none was
more active in promoting a Congregational college than John Ritchie
who, early in 1855, settled near Topeka. Harrison Hannahs, a
founder of Lincoln College, has given us a good account of his in-
troduction to this pioneer Congregationalist:

The men who first conceived the idea of founding a college in Topeka
were all lay members of the Congregational Church. John Ritchey was the
pioneer in the movement.

I arrived in Topeka on the 10th day of April, 1856, in company with a
party of six free-state men, . . . The next day . . . I accepted an in-
vitation from one of my traveling companions, W. H. Fitzpatrick, to take a
walk with him out to the residence of his friend, John Ritchey, which was
situated just outside the southern limits of the city. One of the Kansas
zephyrs was blowing about 60 miles an hour, more or less, and Topeka real
estate was very active. We waded . . . against the current,
until we finally reached Mr. Ritchey’s palatial residence. It was a sod house
about 12 by 18 feet, shingled with long prairie grass. The floor was covered
with nature’s axminster. The parlor, dining room, bed room and kitchen, all
in one, not even a curtain to mark the divisions. . . . Mrs. Ritchey in-
vited us to dine with them, and there, seated on the soft end of a nail keg
for a dining chair, I partook of my first meal of corn dodger and bacon. . .

After dinner, the wind having subsided, Mr, Ritchey took us out and
showed us his claim of 80 acres, after which he invited us to accompany him
to what was called the Davis claim, which is the present beautiful campus
of Washburn College. Arriving there, he stretched out his hand and said:
“Here is an ideal site for a college, . . . and I want yvou and other friends
to join me in an effort to found a Christian college here” 8

In the spring of 1857 as a great flood of emigrants, particularly
from the Northern states, inundated eastern Kansas, the idea of a
college dedicated to freedom moved the Congregationalists to action.
At a meeting in Topeka, April 25-27, the “General Association of

8. Rome (N. Y.) Daily Seniinel, February 27, 1911, clipped in “Kansas Scrapbook,”
Biography H, v. 15, pp. 41-43. This article, quoting a speech of Hannahs at Washburn
College, appeared shortly after his death in New York state,

John Ritchie was born in Uniontown, Ohio, in 1817, and when wvery young moved with
his parents to Indiana, from where he emigrated to Kansas in the spring of 1855 and took
a claim near the infant settlement of Topeka. A leading Free-State champion, he took an
active part in the ‘‘troubles of 1856,” and later was a member of the Leavenworth snd
Wyandotte constitutional conventions. A man of decided views, in 1860 he resisted arrest
on the charge of having robbed the mails in 185668 and, in the altercation that followed, ghot
his opponent, Leonard Arms, a deputy United States marshal. Ritchie was freed by Justice
Joseph C. Miller of Shawnee county, who termed the homicide “justifiable.” During the
Civil War Ritchie rose to the rank of eaptain of the Fifth Kansas cavalry and in the
Indian troubles thereafter colonel of the Second Indian regiment. In all causes of a benevo-
lent and humanitarian nature Ritchie was an outstanding leader—he was one of the chief
builders of the First Congregational Church of Topeka, he was very active in the cause o
temperance, and probably no one in Topeka did more to obtain a college for the city. His
ideas for a college are said to have been derived from a visit to Knox College (Galesburg,
Il.), where he was greatly impressed by President Blanchard of that institution,
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Congregational Ministers and Churches in Kansas” was formally
reorganized and the following resolution adopted:

Voted, That a Committee of five be raised to obtain information in regard
to the location of a College, under the patronage of this body, and, if they
deem it expedient, to secure such a location.

Rev. Messrs. Bodwell, Parsons, and McCollom, and Brothers H. N. [M.]
Simpson and Ritchie were appointed.?

Writing in retrospect many years later, Lewis Bodwell termed
this incident the most impressive in the history of Washburn Col-
lege, when on Saturday, April 25, 1857, a vote was taken “in a
‘city’ which had not a house of worship; in a small hired room, [by]
seven ministers and three laymen, representing eight churches, and
a reported constituency of eighty-five members, . . .”%°

The general association granted its committee wide discretionary
power in this matter, but, as a regular meeting of the parent Con-
gregational body was not scheduled until a year and a half later,
no action as to location was taken until the summer of 1858, when
the following notice appeared in the Lawrence Republican:

The General Association of Kansas, at its meeting in Topeka, October,
1856 [April, 18571, appointed a Committee, with power, “if they deem it ex-
pedient, to secure a location” for a College. That Committee will meet al
Topeka, August 15, 1858, until which time proposals will be heard from any
individual or company, with reference to its location at any particular point.
A definite statement of what can and will be done, and on what conditions, is
requested. We would thus be able to act fully and finally at that time.

Jorn RircHEY,
Chairman of Committee.
Torexa, June 21, 1858.
Papers of the Territory please copy.!l

The Congregational Record later asserted that because of the “re-
monstrance of friends” the matter of location was referred to the
general association at its meeting at Manhattan in the fall of 1858.

On October 9 the special committee reported to the association
that they had “received no proposal which, in liberality and in point

9. “Minutes” of the general association, 1857, bound with volumes 1 to & of The Con-
gregational Record, Lawrence (henceforth cited Cong. Record), p. 6.

William A. McCollom, Congregational pastor at Manhattan succeeding Charles Blood
and later at Wabaunsee and Council Grove, was for many years a storm center of church
discipline. At an early date he was a trustee of Bluemont Central College,

10. Bodwell to “Dear Bro. Parker,” then editor of The Telephone, Manhattan, written
from Clifton Springs, N. Y., and published in the August, 1880, issue of that church paper.
“You are writing up ‘Washburn' and call on me for ‘some scene of its early history; some
tribute to its early workers; some grouping of its days of darkness; when it was only “a
thought and a prayer''; anything to impress its value upon our people. . . -

“[Concerning the above vote] Planing for Christ and the Church, they believed in the
need of the Christian college. To them it had come by faith; and at the best time, even
the Masters, it would come in fact. . . ."

11. The same issue of this paper (July 8, 1858) stated that initiatory steps had been
taken for the establishment at Lawrence of “Lawrence University,” under Presbyterian
auspices, with C. E. Miner, M. D., president.
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of geographical position, is more favorable than that made by the
citizens of Topeka and vicinity,” and proposed its adoption. It
provided:

160 acres of land within a mile and a half of Topeka; 20 acres on Topeka

town-site; 840 acres in the Territory, as an endowment; and a building, equal
to 40 by 50 feet, and two stories high, of stone or brick, to be completed on

or before Jan. 1, 1860.
J. Rircaey, Chairman.12

The general association accepted this report and the recommen-
dation of its committee, with the proviso that it would not be re-
garded as binding if the citizens of Topeka did not fulfill their
pledge within the time specified. A committee, appointed to nominate
a board of trustees, reported that a basis of organization was a pre-
liminary necessity and submitted the following plan: The college
was to be under the control of the general association or of a con-
vention delegated by it and under the immediate direction of a
president and board of trustees, the latter elected by the association.
This board was to be empowered to locate the college at Topeka
if the pledge of her citizens was fulfilled, otherwise to call a special
meeting of the association early in January, 1869.* Wide addi-
tional powers were to be granted the trustees, including the hold-
ing of funds and property of the college,'* the obtaining of dona-
tions, overseeing of buildings and grounds and general oversight of
education and personnel. In the latter regard it was provided: “We
recommend to the board, that they abandon the Western system of
starvation salaries, and proceed at once to offer and pay liberal
salaries to their professors—thus securing first-class men.” Any
charter of incorporation later adopted was to conform to this basis
of organization. The report concluded by naming a board of 14
trustees.!®

12. Cong. Record, v. 1 (1859), January, pp. 18-16, a report entitled, *“College."

13. Concerning this seeming anomaly of date, see Footnotes 17 and 19 below.

14. Numerous restrictions were to be placed on the trustees in matters of property:

““The 160 acres near Topeka, belonging to the college, shall never be sold; but, after
selecting forty acres—in the centre, if possible—for college grounds, the remainder shall be
lzlud I{Jlut in lots of five or ten acres, and leased, and the proceeds applied to the increase of
the library.

“The twenty acres on Topeka town-site shall not be sold for less than two hundred and
fifty dollars an acre.

“The 840 acres in other parts of the Territory shall not be sold for less than fifteen
dollars an mcre. . . .

“The proceeds from these last two items of property shall constitute the endowment of
a professorship, to be called ‘the Topeka professorship.’ ;

“The board shall not have power to incur a debt of over $10,000 without a special vote
of the Association,”=—Cong. Record, v. 1 (1859), January, pp. 14, 156.

15. Ibid., p. 16. The original slate of trustees follows: For two years—Elihu Whiten-
hall, Nemaha county; G. C. Morse, Emporia; L. Bodwell, Topeka, and T. D. Thacher and
R. Cordley, Lawrence., For four years—S, C. Pomeroy, Atchison; James Taylor, Leaven-
worth: C. E. Blood, Manhattan; H. D. Rice, Topeka, and H. M. Simpson, Lawrence, For
six years—R. D. Parker, Leavenworth; Geo. S. Hillyer, Grasshopper Falls; Harrison Han-
nahs, Topeka, and M. C. Welch, Wabaunsee,
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The general association adopted this report, with some amend-
ments, and named Lewis Bodwell temporary chairman of the board
of trustees.’®

The extremely liberal proposal made by Topeka succeeded in ob-
taining the prospective location at that point, but a satisfactory
fulfillment of the terms was infinitely more difficult. The Ritchie
report, contained a pledge by Topeka to acquire the needed land and
erect a building thereon by January 1, 1860. This was accepted
by the association, but with the proviso that if the pledge was not
fulfilled the college board was to call a special meeting of the asso-
ciation early in January, 185917 Apparently this latter provision
was added to compel Topeka to acquire the land immediately, pre-
liminary to obtaining a charter from the legislature,’® or forfeit
her rights to a rival town. In view of the depression then prevail-
ing and the problems involved in the transfer of so much land—20
acres on the townsite, 160 acres to the west of Topeka and 840 acres
in the territory, the three months remaining before the January,
1859, deadline was a very short period. Furthermore, at the start
neither Lewis Bodwell as temporary chairman of the college trus-
tees nor the people of Topeka seem to have realized the urgency of
the matter.?® Nevertheless, by early 1859 it was apparent that

Topeka had failed to meet the requirements, but the temporary
chairman of the trustees hesitated to act:

Being unwilling in mid-winter to call together, from so great distances, the
persons named, unless assurances could be given of some business to transact,
and, by an oversight, being in ignorance as to the duty of the board in regard
to a special meeting, the chairman waited more than two months beyond the
set time, for some action on the part of the citizens of Topeka 20

18. Ibid., pp. 8, 16.

17. Ihid., p. 18 et seq., entitled, “College.”” The words of this report follow:

“3  This [college] board shall be empowered to negotiate with the citizens of Topeka
in regard to the property pledged by that place. If Topeka fulfills the pledge made, or
does what the hoard shall deem an equivalent, they shall declare the eollege located at Topeka,
If Topeka fails to fulfill her pledge, said board of trustees shall call a special meeting of
the Association, at Topeka, on the first Wednesday in January, 1859."

18. Broadside in Washburn Municipal University library, entitled Congregational College,

which bears no date, but apparently was issued in April, 1859. See Footnote 21 and ad-
jacent text.

19. Cong. Record, v. 1 (1859), April, pp. 85, 86, and July, pp. 44-47; Topeka Tribune,
August 25, 1859. Concerning the deadline of January, 1859, Frank E. Melvin of the de-
partment of history, University of Kansas, who has made a study of the sectarian nnte-
cedents of that institution, writes that he suspects this “‘change was ‘put over’ by the Law-
rence leaders to enable them to take advantage of the expected Topeka difficulties,”” and
thereby promote a college at Lawrence., In view of the two months' extension granted
Topeka, he doubts that it was so mistreated as to time, however.

20, Cong. Record, v. 1 (1859), April, pp. 85, 86. “By a unjon of circumstances con-
nected with the general pecuniary pressure, and unexpected local hindrances, up to this time
no satisfactory assurances have been given of an ability to make good the proposals of last
autumn.” ‘These words suggest the omission of important facts and remind one of the
phraseclogy of Lewis Bodwell, who had been made temporary chairman of the college trus-
tees in October, 1858.
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In view of the emergency which had thus arisen, with still “no
satisfactory assurances . . . of an ability [on the part of To-
peka] to make good the proposals,” Bodwell and S. Y. Lum, the
latter moderator of the general association, obtained the united con-
sent of a group of Congregational ministers meeting at Lawrence
and then (April, 1859) issued a circular to the Congregational
churches of Kansas formally charging Topeka with failure. This
circular invited new proposals for a college location, to be submitted
to the May meeting of the association at Lawrence.2!

At about this time a Topeka paper announced the successful con-
clusion of negotiations for the purchase of land for the college:

The proposition made by the Congregational Association to locate their
College here has been before the people of Topeka some months, We are
happy to announce that the land and means are provided, and that nothing
now remains but to formally accept the proposition and locate the Institution
in our eity. The 160 acres of land formerly belonging to Mr. Davis, has been
purchased, and the College will be erected thereon, within one half mile of
the city. The [Topeka] Association has donated twenty acres of the Town
Site, and the materials for the erection of the edifice are already pledged.22

Despite this favorable announcement, doubt still exists whether
Topeka had secured and actually paid for the land needed to fulfill
her obligations. Harvey D. Rice, long identified with Washburn
College and its predecessors, has left us a detailed story of how he
borrowed $2,000 in the East so that John Ritchie could pay for the
Davis claim as a prospective college site at Topeka:

Col. John Ritchie was appointed chairman of a committee to secure the
land at Topeka for the site. We wanted to get of George Davis, one-hundred
and sixty acres where the college now stands, but could not then induce him
to sell. We then tried to get the tract of land where the city of Potwin now
stands, and a proposition to the Topeka Association to give the twenty acres
where Bethany College now stands [Ninth and Polk streets] was voted to us
on condition that the proposed college should be located near Topeka on the
present Potwin site. This action was taken in the fall [of] 1858. Failing to
get either site nothing further was done until April, 1859.

21, Broadside entitled, Congregational College, referred to above.

22. Topeka Tribune, April 21, 1859. A similar account in more detail appeared in_ this
same paper on the following August 25, entitled, “The Congregational College.” It pointed
out that the most difficult requirement of all was to obtain 160 acres of land not over 114
miles west of town. The owner of one such tract advanced his price £1,000 when he learne
that the college had been located in Topeka. Bodwell hesitated to accept an offer of a tract
to the north as too munificent a gift. About April 1, 1858, the Davis claim was (allegedly)
obtained. The amount required to secure the 840 acres in the territory and erect the heces-
sary buildings was also on hand, according to this story, thereby meeting the required con-
ditions, except that of time. H. D. Rice and John Ritchie concluded these negotiations,

“Thus, early in April last, the citizens of Topeka were fully ready to make over the
title to the lot [Davis claim], and give bonds for the faithful fulfillment of the contract,
T when a circular was issued, . . . stating that Topeka had failed. . . . Not
anticipating such action we were greatly surprised; but, with full confidence in the Asso-
cintion, we concluded to await its action in the matter. . . .” (The narrative of Rice,
quoted below, is at variance with this account,)




LincoLN COLLEGE 27

In 1858, gold was discovered near Pike’s Peak. . . . The following
spring a number left us for the gold field. George Davis wanted to go and
he came to Mr. Ritchie and offered to sell for cash in hand his land. Mr.
Ritchie came immediately to me, and said the land we must secure,
said he had no ready money. . . . I was like Ritchie, without ready money.
I told Mr. Ritchie that if he could get enough money to pay my expenses
east, I would put my time against the money for expenses and go and hire
the money. He agreed to this and executed the power of attorney for me to
hire for him two thousand dollars and to mortgage his home of one hundred
and sixty acres to secure the payment of it. I left Topeka in April. -
On arriving in New York City, I went to Brooklyn in search of H. W. Beecher.
: Upon arriving at his house, I learned that he was absent from the
city. I then went to Hartford, Coon,, . . . where I had lived ten years,
previous to coming to Kansas, and . . . after about two weeks' effort I
had the promise of one thousand dollars only. Being somewhat discouraged,
Mr. Joseph Davenport suggested that I go with him and make Mrs. John
Hooker a visit, . . . a sister of Henry Ward Beecher. We therefore called
one pleasant afternoon in May and found at Mrs. Hooker's, Miss Catherine
Beecher, Mrs. Stowe of Uncle Tom’s Cabin fame, Mrs. Frances Gillett, and
other ladies. . .

When they learned of my business they became greatly interested in the
enterprise. Immediately after that visit I received a line from John Hooker
asking me to call at his office. . . . I gave him the minutes of the Asso-
ciation proposing to locate a Christian college in Kansas, and further ex-
plained the inducements offered for its location in Topeka, after consulting
with Hon. Francis Gillett his partner in business. . . .

They concluded to furnish the other one thousand dollars and made me
the agent of Gillett & Hooker. Jos. Davenport and John Whitman, to take
their money to . . . loan to John Ritchie under written instructions which
I still have. The draft for two thousand dollars I brought to Topeka, where
I amrived the 10th of June [1859]. . . 23

MoNUMENTAL COLLEGE

While Rice was absent in the East the general association con-
vened at Lawrence. The college committee confirmed the charge
that “The people of Topeka did fail to fulfill their pledge within the
time specified,” and reopened the whole matter. The report men-
tioned the failure of Lewis Bodwell to convene the college trustees
early in January, 1859, and the circular that was subsequently is-
sued charging Topeka with default.**

28, Reminiscenced, by H. D. Rice, pp. 9-11. (Head before the Congregational Pioneer
Society of Topeka.) On the whole this story appears relisble, but the reader is referred to
the account to appear in the concluding installment of this article, based on the minutes of
the trustees of Lincoln College. Rice continued:

“On learning of this Lawrence proposition [Monumental College, already launched], I
let Col. Ritchie have the money to pay for the Davis claim, so that we would be rea
the next year to again bid for the location at Topeka, and have the site ready to deed. Col.
Ritchie executed the mortgage and note in conformity with the instructions. . . . It took
sixteen hundred dollars to pay Davis for the land."”

24, “Minutes” of the general association, meeting at Plymouth church, Lawrence, May
96-28, 1859, in Cong. Record, v. 1 (1869), July, pp. 44-47—a report entitled, “College.”

On September 14, 1859, Bodwell wrote to the American Home Missionary Society: "As
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Lawrence, Topeka, Burlingame and Wabaunsee then submitted
proposals, indicating that the problem of town rivalry, particularly
between Lawrence and Topeka, was probably an important item
in the whole matter. A resolution offered by C. B. Lines of Wa-
baunsee, “That it is inexpedient to locate the college at present,” was
thoroughly discussed, and it was decided by a majority vote to ac-
cept the Lawrence offer and thus place the college in “a large and
prosperous town.” A Lawrence paper remarked:

In the discussion relative to the location of their College, the question
seemed to turn upon the propriety of placing a first-class College in a large
and prosperous town. It was urged by some—by Mr. Lines, of Wabonsa,
especially, in a very able and interesting speech—that large towns were de-
structive to the habits and morals of the students, and so insisted that the
first College of Kansas should be put in a purely rural town. The eonvention
finally, by almost an unanimous vote, located their Institution at this place.
25

The offer of Lawrence appeared extremely liberal. According to
one account it included the following:

An institution for religious education, called “Monumental College,” de-
signed to commemorate the triumph of Liberty over Slavery in Kansas, and
to serve as a memorial of those who have assisted in achieving this victory,
has been organized and located at Lawrence. The corporators have obtained
twenty acres of land adjoining the town site of Lawrence on the south. They
have also obtained three hundred acres of land adjoining the college site, to
be divided into lots, . . . and one-half of the appraised value . . . to
belong to the college. The corporators have also obtained . . . 1,220
acres of land, . . . 2,010 dollars, and 151 lots, situated in Lawrence, To-
peka, Burlington, Delaware and other towns in Kansas. Gov. Robinson and
Gen. Pomeroy, trustees of a fund called the “Lawrence Fund,” and which
amounts to thirteen thousand dollars, have signified their willingness to make
over this fund to the “Monumental College,” on condition that the Congre-
gationalists have control of the institution. Mr. Lawrence himself expresses
a desire that the fund should be placed at the disposal of the Congregational
denomination.26 The conditions on which the above donations (except the

to the right or wrong of my action I trust it will be enough to say that in a meeting of
12 ministers & 12 delegates, representing 10 of our ch’hs that action was endorsed by &
vote of 22 to 1, & he [Harrison Hannahs] from Topeka.”—"“Bodwell Papers,” MSS. division,
Kansas State Historical Society. Bodwell’s course aroused opposition in his church in Topeka
(see the writer's article, “Lewis Bodwell, Frontier Preacher,” in v. 12 of The Kansas His-
torical Quarterly, p. 860).

H, D. Rice stated in his Reminiscences (p. 11): *““Maj. Hannahs was the delegate of
our Topeka church at the Association meeting, and strenuously opposed the opening of the
college question, stating that Topeka had at that time an agent in the east to procure
funds to purchase land for a site for the college, and while Topeka had failed in fulfilling
its pledge, they were at work in good faith to do so, and he considered it mneither just nor
fair to open the question until they had, at least, heard from their agent. But his appeal
was of no avail. The college was located at Lawrence on condition that Lawrence complied
with its offer and it was called ‘Monumental College.’ "

25. Lawrence Republican, June 2, 1859.

26. This statement had a distinet “advertising value,” but was plainly misrepresentation
on the part of Simpson, as Amos Lawrence had not, by that date, committed himself so
far. Mr. Lawrence entertained no prejudice against any group of real Christians that
might control the mew institution, but disliked to put himself in the ugly light of breaking
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“Lawrence Fund,”) have been obtained, are that the corporators commence
improvements on the college site within six months, and expend twenty-five
thousand dollars on the site within eighteen months. . . .

S. N. Simpson 27

The general association accepted the offer of Lawrence for Monu-
mental College “on condition that the corporators of the college
make good within three months the proposition which they have
sent in—a board of trustees, to be chosen by this Association, being
judges: Provided, That the trustees of the college shall make no
improvement, upon the proposed college site until they have $25,000
in hand for that purpose.” 2 In a statement to the press the mod-
erator of the association (Lewis Bodwell) termed the offer “exceed-
ingly liberal,” including 170 acres of land adjoining the townsite,
1,200 acres in other parts of the territory, $15,000 in money and
151 town lots in Lawrence and elsewhere.?®

Before naming a board of trustees, a basis of organization was
adopted, entitled, “Basis Adopted by the Association for Electing
a Board of Trustees of Monumental College, and Defining Powers
and Relations of Said Board.” This instrument placed the projected
college under the control of the association and under the immediate

supervision of a board of trustees elected by that Congregational
body. This board was granted the usual corporate powers, and was
authorized to procure a liberal charter from the next legislature.®®
As the agent of Monumental College, S. N. Simpson went East to
obtain pledges of money and land and for a short time maintained a
Boston office with the firm of Clapp, Fuller & Browne. The Boston

8 prior promise. Under Congregational pressure he shifted chief responsibility for the dis-
position of his fund to his trustee, Charles Robinson. In Oectober, 1859, Robinson and his
colleague, Pomeroy, advised Mr, Lawrence that they agreed conditionally to abandon the
Presbyterian college project in favor of the Congregational.—S. C. Pomeroy and C. Robin-
son to A. A. Lawrence, October 8, 1859, in photostats of letters collected by Frank E.
Melvin. (The writer is much indebted to Dr. Melvin for his kind help in the involved
subject of Monumental College.)

27. Cong. Record, v. 1 (1859), July, pp. 45, 46.

28. Ibid, The three months’ time granted to fulfill this offer seems quite as unreason-

able as in the previous case at Topeka, but as a matter of fact a full year was given
Lawrence.

29. Lawrence Republican, June 2, 1859, This list appears more correct than the one
quoted above, signed by 8. N, Simpson, and agrees with the account in the Kansas Press,
Cottonwood Falls, of June 18, 1859. Lewis Bodwell added:

“The whole amount at the lowest estimate, is worth from $40,000 to $50,000, and some
have estimated it at $70,000. . . . i

“The . . . whole sum was secured in little over three days. The paper on which
the names of the donors are signed, makes a roll some eight feet long."

Peter McVicar termed the Lawrence subscription paper “the most formidable document
ever presented to a Kansas assembly. . . . All other competitors, for the moment, were
struck dumb with astonishment.” "Bodwell privately described the intense rivalry between
towns which called forth such offers, as “‘astonishing, & when not contemptible is ndiculous.”

80. The basis of organization is quoted in full in the Cong. Record, v. 1 (1859), July,
Pp. 46, 47. Congregational ministers were prominent on the board of tfrustees named at
this time, which included Charles Robinson, a trustee of the Lawrence fund. Robert ¥.
Beine of the staffl of the Kansas State Historical Society informs me that no specific charter
was granted Monumental College by the Kansas legislature.
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Journal praised the movement for a college in Kansas and pointed
out the urgent need of prompt aid:

It is to be called “Monumental College,” from the circumstance, we pre-
sume, that it is contemplated to bury beneath its walls the remains of those
who fell while defending the cause of freedom in Kansas. It is to be located
at Lawrence probably, where an eligible site has been offered. An act of in-
corporation has been obtained, under which an organization has been ef-
fected, comprising several of the best known men of the Territory. Build-
ing lots and subscriptions in building materials and money, amounting to
$4000, have been devoted to the enterprise in Kansas. A citizen of
Massachusetts has given securities for $11,000, besides one hundred and
fifty shares in the stock of the N. E. Emigrant Aid Company, on con-
dition that $20,000 additional shall be raised before the first of January,
1861. The receiving committee are Messrs. Ezra Farnsworth, Edward 8.
Tobey and John Field, of this city. The reference committee are Prof. Park,
of Andover, Rev. F. D. Huntington, of Cambridge, and Rev. Charles Mason,
of this city. The collecting agent is S. N. Simpson, at Clapp, Fuller &
Browne’s. . . . It will be seen that the contingencies under which the
present subscriptions have been made, necessitate some promptitude on the
part of those who purpose pecuniary aid. . . 31

The response to this campaign was not encouraging—apparently
not sufficient money could be obtained within the limited time.*2
As had been foreseen by the proponents of a college at Topeka, such
as Harvey D. Rice and John Ritchie, the Monumental College
project soon entered an eclipse. Although he continued his efforts
some months longer, by May, 1860, even Simpson spoke of it as a
failure and was willing to give up any claim on the Amos Lawrence
fund.®® In short, the Monumental College episode was largely an
attempt to induce the Congregationalists to abandon the idea of a
college at Topeka for one at Lawrence inspired by local sectarian
and personal motives. With the codperation of the Rev. Richard
Cordley, it was promoted by S. N. Simpson, his Sunday School
superintendent, a typical early Kansas speculator in real estate 34

81, Copied in Cong. Record, v. 2 (1860), January, pp. 15-17, with the title, *Monu-
mental College.” Obviously it was based on data furnished by Simpson and for promotional
Eurpusea casts too favorable a light upon the college prospects. No act of incorporation

ad been passed, and the $11,000 in securities with Emigrant Aid Company stock (Lawrence
fund) was still in the control of the donor and his trustees,

32, From the start Monumental College competed with the Presbyterian Lawrence Uni-
versity, particularly for possession of the Lawrence fund. In midsummer of 1858 the initial
steps were taken for the latter college, which was later chartered by the territorial legisla-
ture. Early in 1859 frequent meetings were held to complete organization and start the
work of eonstruction. Subsequently work was begun on a college building on Mt. Oread,
Lawrence, and in August, 1859, the trustees, headed by Dr, C. E. Miner, announced that the
Presbyterian Board of Education at Philadelphin had adopted the college and advanced
limited funds for construction.

83. Rev. Charles Reynolds, Episcopal minister at Lawrence, to Amos A. Lawrence, May
81, 1860, in photostats of letters collected by Frank E. Melvin. The Episcopalians guc-
ceeded the Congregationalists as candidates for the Lawrence fund, but did not qualify for
its award. In 1863 the fund played a large role in inducing the legislature to locate the
state university at Lawrence.

84, Frank E. Melvin to the writer, dated June 28, 1947. He adds: “I knew and ad-
mired Dr. Cordley. . . . He doubtless was sincere but he was sectarian and he put
scross his objectives very determinedly without always being too particular how. Maybe


















































































