Lincoln College, Forerunner of Washburn
Municipal University

Parr Two: LateEr HisTory anp CHANGE oF NaME—Concluded
Russewn K. HickMan

EARLY in 1865, after nearly a decade of failure and frustration,

the Kansas Congregationalists announced the founding of
Lincoln College, to be a monument to the victory of freedom and its
champion, Abraham Lincoln. A lack of population as well as re-
sources, depression, drought and finally Civil War had all delayed
the launching of a Congregational college in Kansas. The founders
had in mind an institution of learning which would promote the
1deals of their Puritan forefathers and furnish a more adequate
supply of trained ministers for a wide territory of the Missouri val-
ley, which they then expected to be rapidly settled. Religion and its
handmaid, education, would rescue the great West from the clutches
of worldliness, and plant the principles of New England on the
farthest frontier.

CoLLEGE Far

After some delay, on January 3, 1866, the new college at Topeka
formally opened its doors. During the initial weeks the students and
faculty were obliged to carry on in a very inadequately furnished
building. This arose from a lack of ready cash, the funds advanced
by Topeka being scarcely sufficient to erect the structure, while those
collected in the East and throughout Kansas were given almost ex-
clusively to the endowment.'®® To provide for this urgent need it
was decided to hold a fair, to be the first social gathering of Lincoln
College. Apparently it was hoped to derive a little of the needed
money from the Kansas legislators, then in session in Topeka. A
complete program for this event was published in a local paper,
February 8, 1866: :

. Russent K. Hickman, of La Porte, Ind., is & former staff member of the Kansas State
Historical Society.

105. Topeka Weekly Leader, February 8, 1866, quoted below. The urgent need of ready
cash is apparent in the minutes of the meeting of the trustees, February 1%, 1866, when the
treasurer was authorized to sell the college property, except the ‘“‘permanent site,” and to ask
$2,000 of the Society for the Promotion of Collegiate and Theological Education at the West
(College society) to pay the teachers for the current year. In fact, a financial report of July,

1867, pointing out the necessity of taking $1,600 from the endowment fund to help defray the
cost of constructing the college building.

(164)
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LINCOLN COLLEGE FAIR,
Monday Evening, February 12th, 1866.

OrarroN—in the Hall of the House of Representatives by Hon. T. C. Sears
of Leavenworth, Tuesday evening, February 13th [below].

Concerr aND SurPER—at the College Building. The services of the Topeka
Brass Band have been secured and the supper will be the best that the ladies
of this city can furnish. Everything will be arraigned [sic] for a festive occa-
sion, Wednesday evening, Feb. 14th.

The following programme will give an idea of the entertainments at the last
evening of the Fair:

Fancy DepARTMENT—A large outlay of money and time has been made to
furnish this department with any variety of useful and ornamented articles.

DeparTMENT oF ART AND LiTeraTURB—This embraces some 400 Engravings,
Photographs and Lithographs, a collection of choice Prayer Books, and Bibles,
some 30 volumes of Holland’s Life of Lincoln in all varieties of binding, many
volumes of History and Poetry, Illustrated works, Toy Books, Albums and
Picture Frames. The above articles will be sold as cheap as they are retailed
in New York City.

In addition to the above there will be a Fisa Poxp, a Post OrFicg, and last
though not least, the ELerHANT will be on exhibition for the inspection of the
curious.

One of Lippmeolt’s beautiful Velvet Albums filled with pietures, and valued
at $40 will be disposed of by ballot to the handsomest unmarried lady present
at the Fair,

A splendid engraving of President Johnson will be given in the same man-
ner to the homelicst member of the Kansas Legislature.

OsJecr o THE Fair—The funds secured will be appropriated for furnishing
the College Building.

The funds raised here were barely sufficient for the erection of the building
and those collected at the East were given exclusively to the endowment.

The college is educating without charge a large number of students, mostly
soldiers and now seeks the means to continue this work with still better facili-
ties.

Tickets for the evenings, covering the Oration, Concert, Supper and Fair,
$1; for any one evening 50 cents.

Tickets for sale at Willmarth’s Book Store.106

The next week the Leader announced that, despite inclement
weather, on the second night of the fair a very large crowd at Lin-
coln College enjoyed the “grand entertainment’:

Notwithstanding the falling snow and driving wind, one of the largest assem-
blies ever witnessed in Topeka was gathered at Lincoln College on Tuesday
evening. It is estimated that at least five hundred people were present. The
lower hall of the building was a gay scene. The walls were covered with paint-
ings, engravings and other decorations. The table of fancy work was orna-
mented with the finest exhibition of taste. The Department of Art and litera-

106, Ibid. A preliminary announcement appeared in the Leader of the previous week
(February 1, 1866).
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ture was the greatest attraction—the best engravings—the nicest Bibles and
Prayer Books with a choice collection of Books of all kinds were to be found
here[.] The Fish-Pond was over drained. The Elephant was visited by multi-
tudes and was declared Elephantine. The velvet Album was disposed of after
an exciting contest to Miss Annie Elmore. The result we doubt not is satis-
factory to all, the recipient being highly esteemed for her virtues. Thursday
eve is the closing evening of the Fair and will have connected with it a Free
Supper and Concert. Let all who wish to see this college, now the pride of
our citizens, prosper, attend. 107

Another entry of the same issue of this paper announced that
the severe weather had led to a postponement of the final evening of
the fair until Thursday, when the remaining articles, including
paintings and engravings not previously shown, would be sold. An
engraving of President Johnson would then be voted to the legislator
with “the most distinguishable facial organs.” 19 The next issue of
The Congregational Record announced that the fair realized over
$600 for the college, clear of all expenses. “An ordinary broom was
bid off at auction for two dollars. A large collection of books, pic-
tures and photographs was secured by Prof. 8. D. Bowker, as dona-
tions. These sold well. . . . The proceeds will be expended in
furnishing the building.” 109

Tur AcADEMIC YEAR OF 1865-1866

During the winter and spring terms of 1866 a total of 38 students
enrolled at Lincoln College—all in the preparatory department, since
the college proper was not yet in actual operation. The catalogue
for that year listed 22 men students, largely residents of Topeka or
Tecumseh, of whom 18 were enrolled in the English department and
the remainder the classical. There were 16 women students enrolled
in the “Ladies’ Course,” also predominately from Topeka and
Tecumseh, among whom the English department was again the
leader.21® An account of May, 1866, remarked:

Although the Institution did not commence its first term till January, last,
still thirty eight pupils have already connected themselves with it, and a class
is preparing for College. The prospect for a large attendanece in the fall is quite
promising[.] The lack of a boarding house is a difficulty which the Trustees

107. Ibid., February 15, 1866. The preliminary announcement in this paper remarked
that the fancy work was a “‘large and varied assortment ., . . wupon which the ladies of
this city have been engaged several months.”

108. Ibid. Those who were expected ““to furnish provisions for the free supper and who
have not been called on will be visited on Thursday morning.”

108, Volume 7 (1866), March, p. 157.

110. Catalogue of the Officers and Students of LINCOLN COLLEGE For the Winter and
Spring Term of 1865-66 (Topeka, 1866), pp. V, VI. In its admission of women Lincoln
College reflected a democratic trend which was more pronounced after the Civil War, partic-
ularly west of the Mississippi river, where every state except Missouri made its state university
coeducational from its first opening. In 1840 there were only seven American colleges for the
higher education of women, but by 1860 the number had grown to 161 as coeducational
academies grew up over the land. In fact, the instruction of women at Lincoln College was
largely on a preparatory school level.
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are now endeavoring to obviate so as to furnish board to students from abroad
at nearly cost prices.111

In their admission of freedmen, as well as in their policy toward
coeducation, the authorities of Lincoln College adopted a progressive
attitude. During the war and thereafter many of the former slaves
flocked to the “abolition strongholds” in Kansas, thereby constitut-
ing a problem of the first magnitude.’? The Congregationalists had
stressed the role of Lincoln College as a champion of freedom and
could not logically exclude qualified students of color that might
apply for admission; in fact, Article IIT of the “Articles of Associa-
tion” promised “all classes, without distinction of color, the advan-
tages of a liberal education. . . .” The following account de-
scribed the first negro student of Lincoln College:

“Tre IrrerressiBLe Conrricr” has actually entered the halls at Lincoln
College, in the form of a bright, sparkling colored boy. This is the first college,
in Kansas, which, to our knowledge, has ventured the experiment. The
“darkey” evidently enjoys his educational privileges, and bids fair to “shine”
in more ways than one.113

According to the school calendar for 1865-1866 the winter term
extended from January 8 to March 20 and the spring term from
April 4 to June 26. At the close of the winter term the custom of a
public examination was initiated. The following account indicates
that the students acquitted themselves in a satisfactory manner:

The examination at the close of the winter term was quite thorough and
creditable to the institution. The classes in the languages and mathematics
evinced, by their clear conception and ready answers, the work of the teacher

and pupil during the term. Between thirty and forty students were in attend-
ance 114

111, The Congregational Record, v. 8 (1866), August, p. 89, report entitled “Lincoln

College.”” Coneerning the boarding house, see the section below entitled *“The Academic Year
of 1886-67."

112. By late 1861 considerable numbers of freedmen were already crowding into Lawrence,
Topeka and other Free-State centers. The following winter Lawrence established a voluntary
evening school for their education, which was very popular, proving conclusively the desire of
the former slaves for self-improvement, Some months later a “Contraband Church” was
erected at that place, under Congregational auspices, which was subsequently destroyed in the
Quantrill raid, but speedily rebuilt. During the war Daniel Ellex, the pastor of this congre-
gation, and his flock passed through many harrowing experiences. In April, 1864, it was said
that schools for the freedmen had been suceessfully maintained during the preceding winter at
Wyandotte, Quindaro, and Kansas City, Mo. One writer who in 1862 visited the school at
Lawrence was much impressed by the songs which closed the evening session, one of which,
adapted from a familiar hymn, was sung with fervor:

“Where, O, where is the Captain Moses,
Who led Israel out from Egypt?
SBafe now in the promised land.”

118. Cong. Record, v. 7 (1866), March, p. 157,

114. Ibid., April & May, p. 192. The first college eatalogue announced that there would
be private examinations of the classes at the close of the fall and winter terms, and a public
examination at the end of the spring term. However, the public ceremony was often placed
at the close of the fall or winter term—operhaps not to interfere with commencement exercises
in the spring.

The first annual examination after Lineoln College was renamed Washburn was held Juill-.‘
21 and 22, 1869, and was described in some detail in the next issues of the Kansas Daily
Commonwealth, Topeka. Although there were “troubled minds and trembling hearts and
shaking in boots’” among the students, they acquitted themselves in a way entirely eatis-
factory to their audience, Late in the afternoon of the second day they assembled in the
chapel to hear the reports of their standings. In reading this account one eannot help feeling

that the ceremony had an aspect of “staging,” and was partly motivated by a desire to “gell
education to the public.”
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Another practice common in those days was begun at this time
and adhered to later—a “Prize Exhibition” of recitations, orations
and dialogues by the students. The following program for the first
event of this nature appeared in the Topeka Weekly Leader, March
22, 1866:

PROGRAMME OF PRIZE EXHIBITION AT LINCOLN COLLEGE,

Fripay Evening, MarcH 23, 1866.
Music—Scholars’ Greeting—By the School
Recitation—Mauel [Maud] Muller—Miss Carrie E. Sain,
Fourth of July Oration—L. A. Heil.
Dialogue—Morning Calls—Miss 8. Rice, M. L. Hodges, R. Biggers, E. R.
Campbell, N. H. Ferry, M, Wilder.
Music.

4. Declamation—Washington and Lincoln Compared—A. M. Covell.
5. Dialogue—Leaving School—S. Rice, C. Lain, E. R. Campbell,

$3 B9 Pt

Music.

6. Declamation—Sergeant Buzfuz—L. P. Huntoon.
7. Recitation—Over the River—E. R. Campbell.
8. Dialogue—Matrimonial Felicity—W. J. [1.] Stringham, C. E. Sain.

Music.

9. Declamation—Sheridan's Ride—L. B, Stone.
10. The Two Lecturers—L. A. Heil, L. P. Huntoon.

Music—INSTRUMENTAL,

11. Dialogue—Queen’s English—Miss N, M. Ferry, E. F. Nichols, C. E. Sain,
S. Rice, M. Wilder, E. R. Campbell, M. J. Hodges.
12. Declamation—Tribute to our Honored Dead—W. J. [1.] Stringham.
Music—Parting Song—By the Choir.
Admittance—25 Cents115

In the spring term Edward F. Hobart, formerly of the Baraboo
Institute of Wisconsin, was made acting professor of natural science
and principal of the preparatory and scientific department, in a
temporary capacity, apparently to accord greater freedom to S. D.
Bowker to pursue his work as financial agent.’® At the close of this
term a note of appreciation for the good work of the college ap-
peared in The Congregational Record:

115. The March 29 issue of the Leader remarked that their foreman had published the
above program, the editor being out of town. However, “the courtesy of a free ticket was not
extended. Nobody to blame.” Perhaps this explains the absence of a subsequent account of
the entertainment.

116. Cong. Record, v. 8 (1866), August, p. 89, entitled, “Lincoln College.” A letter of
Prof. G. H. Collier (MS. in Washburn library), February 24, 1866, invited Hobart “to take
charge of the Academic Department next summer, but possibly for no more than a gingle
term.
“I feel so confident that a good man will find a permanent position either in the Mathe-
matical or Scientific department, that I should be willing to pay part of such a man’s expenses
provided no such place is left vacant.

“The salary at present paid is $1000 a year. . . .

“T write this without authority from the board of trustees, . . .

On February 18, 1860, the trustees reappointed 8. D. Bowker financial agent, probably
leading to an invitation to Hobart for the spring term.

1]
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LincoLN Couieee—The summer [spring] term of this institution closed,
after a prosperous session, on the 26th of June. The friends of the college have
reason to feel encouraged in view of the large share of public confidence and
patronage which the college has already received both in our own and in other
States. Prof. 8. D. Bowker is now at Biddeford, Maine. Prof. G. H. Collier is
spending a vacation at his old home in Wheaton, Ills. Prof. H, Q. Butterfield
is laboring in behalf of the college among personal friends at the East. Prof.
E. F. Hobart, temporarily connected with the institution is now at Baraboo,
Wisconsin. He did a fine work and endeared himself in the estimation of all
who had the pleasure of his acquaintance.117

Soon after the close of the spring term Professor Collier wrote
from Wheaton, Ill., describing what he regarded the important mis-
sion of Lineoln College as a preparatory school and expressing doubt
of his ability to continue teaching at Topeka, a salary of $1,000
being inadequate to support his large family. Excerpts from his
important letter follow:

The farther I go from Topeka the greater the work before Lincoln College
appears. For it there is a wide and open door, and it has a large and doubt-
less, fruitful field to cultivate, but it can scarcely take rank as a college for
some years. It must first prepare its students, for they cannot be found ready
prepared in Kansas, and there is little hope of importing them. This prepara-
tory work is not less beneficial or less noble than that which may follow, but
the machinery adapted to the one is not in all respects the best for the other.

What Lincoln College most needs, in my opinion, is a good Principal of the
Preparatory Department assisted by an efficient and experienced lady teacher.

Other instructors will be needed as the college advances in the number and
scholarship of its students118

On August 14, 1866, Collier resigned the chair of mathematics af
Lincoln College but assured the trustees of his confidence in the
“final success and usefulness” of the institution.!'® In a letter 10
days later to “Dear Brother Bodwell,” he stated his reasons for this
step and added that he expected soon to leave for the Pacific
coast.12¢

That the $1,000 salary granted members of the Lincoln College
faculty in 1866 was inadequate in those days of post-war inflation

117. Cong. Record, v. 8 (1866), August, pp. 46, 47.

118. G. H. Collier to the Rev. P. McViear, July 2, 1886.—MS. in Washburn Municipal
University library.

“I have felt and now feel as though the interests of Lincoln College do not require that ]
should be in Topeka for at least two years. S

“8till farther—after posting all the accounts, it is evident it will be very difficult for my
large family to live on $1,000 and yet this is all and more than the college ought to pay. I
was not able find a house in Topeka before I left. . . . [Thinks the interests of all
parties will be promoted by his going elsewhere.]"

119, G, H. Collier to the board of trustees, from Findley's Lake, N, Y., filed with pre-
ceding eorrespondence.

120. Letter of August 24, 1866, also filed with above correspondence.

“I am thoroughly convinced of the final success and urgent demand for Lincoln College,
I was delighted with the beauty of the country and better pleased uuh the inhabitants than
with those of any other new country that I was ever in.

The November issue of the Cong. Record stated (v. 8 [IBGGI November, p. 87): *Prof,
G. H. Collier has resigned, and \'.nh his family is on his way to Oregon. IHe has accepted a
position in the Pacific I'mwrultv In 1888 he still retained this position in what was then
known as the State University of Oregon.
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is also apparent in the correspondence of Horatio Q. Butterfield. In
the spring of that year the college authorities were endeavoring to
conclude an agreement with the Connecticut educator and add him
to the teaching staff for the coming school year, but the problems of
low salary and added expense of moving from New England to
Kansas proved serious obstacles. As a solution Butterfield desired
permission of the trustees to obtain donations in New England, in
the name of the college, from which he might retain enough to malke
his total annual salary $1,500, which he regarded the absolute min-
imum to provide for all contingencies. He pointed out:

1. I ean not possibly get my family & my goods to Topeka without
help. . .

2. Bro. Cordley intimated, in a note written me before my Election, that
my salary for the first two years might not be but $1000. I am now receiving
$1500, and I find it does not go much farther than $1000 in 1860 or $£900 in
1858. As I shall be breaking the ground the first two years,—needing books
and all kinds of helps for my professorship, I am more & more afraid I ghall
be terribly pinched. If I only had even $1,000 in the bank, I would gladly
spend it for Lincoln College. But I have nothing.

Now I am acquainted with a good many rich men in Maine, N. H., Mass.
& Conn. And it is my intention to visit them in behalf of Lincoln College.

(1). Will the Trustees allow me enough out of the first $1000 I may raise
to make me whole in moving? To cover expenses & necessary sacrifices?

(2). Can the Trustees see their way clear to promise the full salary ($1500)
as soon as I begin?121

A few weeks later Butterfield wrote that he chiefly wanted per-
mission “to approach certain friends & acquaintances in the name of
the College rather than in my own,” whereby he thought he could
procure all he needed, and added that he was ready to try his hand
at securing the endowment.'?® At their second annual meeting on
May 22, 1866, the college trustees pledged Butterfield a yearly sal-
ary of $1,000, providing they obtained aid from the College society.
They permitted him to secure $500 from other sources, in the name
of the college, and specifically authorized him to procure the amount
needed to move his family to Topeka and to aid Prof. Bowker in

121. H. Q. Butterfield to the Rev. Peter McViear, dated Rockville, Conn., April 16, 1866,
—MS, of the Kansas State Historical Society.

“I still believe I can serve the Cause of Christ more Efficiently there [Lincoln College]
than here. My people are importuning me to give up at once the plan of going West & be
settled here. But my heart still turns toward Topeka. [He adds that if the trustees cannot
meet these conditions, he will feel duty bound to fill the professorship to which he has been
provisionally appointed, and has in mind a minister who is a ripe scholar, well versed in the
ancient languages.] . . .

“The point I make for myself is this: I can beg for the College, but not for myself,

Am I worth moving to Topeka?"

122. Ibid., dated May 7, 1868, filed with preceding, "I am ambitious enough to wish
and almost vain enough to hope that my connection with it [eollege] will redound rather to
its pecuniary advantage. S

“Prof. Bowker asks me if I can turn into the work of securing the endowment. I am
ready to do anything the Trustees wish. I should like to try my hand.”
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securing the endowment.’>® This action was received with entire
satisfaction by Butterfield, who returned his unconditional accept-
ance and agreed to begin immediately the work of canvassing for the
endowment.'2¢ His addition to the faculty was to prove extremely
fortunate in the later history of Lincoln College.

AporTioN BY THE COLLEGE SOCIETY

The early efforts toward an endowment had achieved some suc-
cess, chiefly in the form of long-time subscriptions, but these had not
been enough to afford any important income for the college, the
urgent need of which became very apparent once the institution
opened its doors. A circular of 1866 understated the case: “The
great want now, to give practical efficiency to the College, 1s an
endowment whose amplitude will warrant the employment of the
most able teachers the country affords.” 128

The financial problem was in fact so serious that it rendered
doubtful the employment of any teachers at all and obliged the
trustees at their meeting of February, 1866, to authorize the treas-
urer to sell the real estate belonging to the college, with the excep-
tion of the “permanent site”; also to ask a grant of $2,000 from the
College society to support the teachers for the current year and to
request the endorsement by that organization of the effort to raise a
$50,000 endowment in the society’s field (chiefly New England).*®
The report on the college which was presented to the general asso-
ciation in May, 1866, stressed the importance of completing the col-

128. “First Secretary’s Book,” pp. 26-28. At this meeting W. E. Bowker, J. W. Fox,
H. W. Farnsworth and Lewis Bodwell were elected trustees for a three-year term.

The trustees also extended to Professors Bowker and Collier the privilege of retaining 2500
for themselves from any sums they might obtain for the college.

124. Butterfield to MecVicar, dated Rockville, Conn.,, May 80, 1866, in preceding corre-
spondence.

“Yours of the 23d, transmitting the result of the action of the Trustees on the day pre-
ceding, came this morning., 1 am entirely Satisfied. . . .

“Tet me say: my request for the guaranty of $1500 was not a sine qua non condition
ik to what I did make a condition indispensable, viz: the defraying of my expenses in
moving. Had I understood as much about Western Colleges in general & Lincoln College in
particular as I did after seeing Prof. Bowker, I should not have named the thing. The
Trustees will not find me disposed to drive a hard bargain.

“T am now bound for Topeka.

: “My acceptance of the Professorship of Ancient Languages is hereby made full & uncon-
itional.

“T shall enter at once upon the work of canvassing for the endowment. . . . May the
Lord Smile on Lineoln College and upon all Christian efforts for its upbuilding. My faith in it
is large and unequivocal,”

125. LINCOLN COLLEGE, INCORPORATION AND NAME, a broadside of the
Washburn Municipal University library.

126. “First Secretary’s Book,” pp. 24, 25. An abbreviated copy of this letter to Theron
Baldwin, secretary of the College society, is possessed by the Washburn library. “Point 5"
of this application reviews the “Pecuniary Resources” as follows:

Permanent site, $1,000. Building, $8,000. Real Estate, $2,000. Nine pledges of friends
toward the endowment, $7,880. Library, $2,000. Books pledge, $2,000. Kansas endowment,
$8,000. Pledge by a friend of the College, $1,000. Total, $381,880, and when the 210,000
Kansas endowment was complete, total over $33,000.

There follows in abbreviated language a detailed review of the geographical advantages
allegedly possessed by Topeka, which was in a central location with respect to the populated
portion of the state, and on the line of the Pacifie railroad, already constructed to that place,
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lection of the $10,000 Kansas endowment fund, “both on account of
its bearing on our future effort at the East and more especially from
the fact that . . . [this] is an important Consideration in se-
curing aid from the Society for the promotion of Collegiate and
Theological education at the West [College society], to help sup-
port the Teachers of the Institution.” 127

At its annual meeting at Norwich, Conn., in the fall of 1865, the
College society anticipated an application for aid from Lincoln
College and appointed a committee with power to act.?® After re-
ceiving the formal application of the college trustees, dated Feb-
ruary, 1866, this committee met in May at New Haven, Conn. Lin-
coln College was represented by Samuel D. Bowker, assisted in an
unofficial way by H. Q. Butterfield, who was about to be added to
the faculty. Immediately thereafter Bowker sent to Peter MecViear,
the president of the board of trustees, a detailed report of the pro-
ceedings:

The committee of the College Society met at New Haven yvesterday and
spent several hours in considering the case of Lincoln College. I met with them
and will make report of progress (?) The chief points which afforded oceasion
for questions or objections were these, viz. 1st The existence of a state uni-
versity so near the college. 2d The apparent fact that the college was subject
to Ecclesiastical control. 3d The immature state of the Institution—it having
no freshman class. & 4th The lack of evidence that the laws of Kansas had
been complyed with.

The first question raised was soon laid aside for No. 2, which you will see
by their second resolution was left somewhat undecided.

On the points No's 3 & 4 there was somewhat of a protracted discussion.
On the 3d point it appeared that the Board of Directors had put on record
their purpose to aid only colleges, and that while the Board might remove that
restriction the committee as such had no power to do so. The 4th point could
have been met easily if we had had a copy of the Revised Statutes of Kansas,
they simply wished to see the law under which the incorporation was secured
so as to know what power it gave trustees &e. This result falls short, of course
of what we expected, and yet Bro Butterfield and myself who were present, feel
that 1t was as much, all things considered, as we had any right to demand.

I would advise the appointment of a committee . . . to consider the
propriety of a modification of the ?th of the Articles of Association. . . 129
The committee are prepared to meet again and take final action when the law
of the state concerning colleges is made known to them and they have a state-
ment of there being a freshman class, . . . The result is simply a delay

127. Cong. Record, v. 8 (1866), August, p. 39. Concerning the early endowment efforts,
dee the first installment of this article.

128, Ibid., September, pp. 60, 61, an article entitled, “Lincoln College.”

120. This article provided: “Be it further declared that it is the intent and purpose of
this Association, that the Board of Trustees of said College, shall be so constituted at all times

that its members shall be acceptable to the General Association of the Congregational Min-
isterg and Churches in Kansas."
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where at one time we stood all the chances of defeat. . . . These light
afflietions are but for a moment, and will be as nothing a few years hence when
Lincoln College becomes a power in the land. . . 180

The resolutions adopted at this time by the special committee of
the College society expressed their sympathy with the Lincoln Col-
lege enterprise, and promised more positive action when the required
conditions were met:

Resolved, That having read and considered the papers presented, and heard
Prof, Bowker in regard to their Institution, the Committee express their strong
sympathy with the enterprise, as one of great hope and promise, and when
they shall have further information in regard to its incorporation under the
laws of the State of Kansas, as, also, of the formation of a regular college class,
the way will be open for its reception and endorsement, in accordance with the
rules and principles of the College Society.181

Lincoln College having been during the first two terms of its
existence exclusively a preparatory school, the College society re-
quired proof of the “formation of a regular college class,” before it
would endorse the institution. Professor Bowker wrote that they
especially desired evidence of the existence of a freshman class:

Their understanding of a Freshman class is this that students who are exam-
ined or who may furnish evidence of their fitness to enter such a class next
September are to all intents & purposes a Freshman Class and when you can
certify that you have students whether now in or out of the college who are

prepared to enter such a class (to the number of one, two, three even) they
will regard it as a college proper and endorse it. . . .132

During the summer of 1866 the officials of Lincoln College made
great efforts to fulfill these requirements. At their meeting on June
25 the trustees voted to authorize the president of the board and the
professors to secure four students to form a freshman class, and to
offer them free tuition for one year and board at not more than three
dollars a week.'®* The official announcement for the fall term stated:

180. 8. D. Bowker to ‘"Bro, McVicar,” dated Rockville, Conn., May 19, 1866.—MS. in
Kansas State Historical Society. Quoting further:

“Mr. Baldwin stated that without the presence of some one nothing at all would have been
accomplished. . . . This also makes it more desirable that Bro Butterfield should be
authorized to raise funds as he can accomplish I doubt not a good deal . . . in com-
munities where the College Society does not go (in Maine &e). .

“I will mention further that they wish to obtain the rules and regulations of the cor-
porators adopted . . . on the 6th of February 1865. . . . I escaped unharmed out
of the “paw of the lion” . . . and have every reason to rejoice. . . Mr. Baldwin
was active in our support and deserves our thanks, . g “3."D, Bowker."”

181. C’onﬂ' Record, v. 8 (1866), Septcmbcr, P. f‘U The committee also called atiention
to .l.llt ‘Articles of \bl\uuf:t]ml as “seeming to confliet with & principle upon which the
society had acted—not to aid any college under ecclesiastical control.”

132. Bowker to McVicar, May 10, 1868, cited above. “If you can find one student, (the
more the better of course) the only uay is to anchor to him ~. . . this seems to be the
only way whereby we can secure the cooperation of the St)c:el:;.r this year—and that without
such cooperation the work will be an up hill business.

- 13;363 “Minutes” of the trustees’ meeting, June 25, 1866, “First Secretary's Book," pp.
. 80,
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A FRESHMAN CLASS,

Is desired to be formed at the commencement of the Fall Term, September
12th—All who are prepared to join the class are earnestly invited to send in
their names at once134

Nevertheless, no freshman could be obtained who was qualified to
enter the college, entirely confirming the observation of Professor
Collier that college students “cannot be found ready prepared in
Kansas, and there is little hope of importing them.” 3% Finally two
upperclassmen with the proper qualifications were enrolled, thus
meeting the requirement of a “regular college class”:

The trustees readily met all the conditions, except the “formation of a
regular college class.” This, and the only remaining condition is now fulfilled.
Two young men, Perly M. Griffin, formerly a member of Harvard, and A. P.
Davis, a student in Beloit College, purpose to persue [sic], one the Sophmore
[sic] studies, and the other the Junior studies in Lincoln College at the com-
mencement of the next term. The trustees are also very desirous to form a
Freshman class, and we hope that friends of the college will co-operate and
encourage young men who may be prepared to enter such a class, to enter at
once 136

In mid-August, 1866, Theron Baldwin, secretary of the College
society, wrote to S. D. Bowker, stating that the chief requirements

had been met. McVicar and Bowker had sent satisfactory informa-
tion concerning the formation of a college class and also data prov-
ing that the college incorporation was entirely legal in naturel®?
McViear had also explained the purpose of the incorporators in their
seventh article of association (requiring the trustees to be acceptable
to the general association) as intended to make Lincoln College for
all time a Christian institution.’®® Baldwin suggested, instead, the
doetrinal belief of the general association, which would, he believed,
“take away all the aspects of ‘ecclesiastical control’ and thus meet
the views of the Committee and of the Society upon this particular
point.” 13 The subsequent correspondence of Bowker and MecVicar
was reviewed at an adjourned meeting of the special committee in

134. Cong. Record, v. 8 (1866), August, facing p. 48.

185. G. H. Collier to the Rev. P, McViear, July 2, 1866, quoted above.
186, Cong, Record, v. 8 (1866), September, p. 61. “The prospect now is, that the way
is clear for the College SBociety to aid and endorse the institution, in accordance with the
application presented, which was for two thousand dollars, to meet current expenses, and

f.ermission to raise an endowment of fifty thousand dollars, in the Society's field of opera-
ions. &

The only college students listed in the catalogue for 1866-1867 were Addison P. Davis of
Sa_rcqxie and Perley M, Griffin of Topeka. They also acted as assistants to 8. D. Bowker, the
principal of the preparatory department, which now contained 90 students.

137. Theron Baldwin, secretary of the Society for the Promotion of Collegiate and
Theological Education at the West, to the Rev. 8. D. Bowker, dated New York, August 16,
1866.—MB. in the Washburn library.

138, Ibid. (McViear sent a copy of the “Laws and Regulations' adopted by the incor-
porators. )

189, Ibid.






























































































