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R. H. Kern’s sketch of “Fort Massachusetts—At the Foot of
the Sierra Blanca; Valley of San Luis” (1853). The fort was
established in 1852 in what was once Kansas territory, and is
reported to have been the first United States settlement in the
San Luis valley. The buildings and stockade of pine logs ac-
commodated 150 men, infantry and cavalry. In 1858 the post
was moved a few miles and the name was changed to Fort
Garland. The site of old Fort Massachusetts is in the south
central part of present Colorado. (See p. 366.)




