The Letters of Joseph H. Trego, 1857-1864,
Linn County Pioneer

Edited by Epcar LANGSDORF
Part THREE, 1863, 1864—CoNCLUDED
INTRODUCTION

FTER recovering his health, Joseph H. Trego was employed

as a civilian in the quartermaster’s department for the re-
mainder of the war. Much of the time he was stationed at Little
Rock, Ark., and the following group of letters were exchanged by
himself and Mrs. Trego in 1863 and 1864.

When the war ended Trego went back to Mound City, where he
became an examiner and abstractor of land titles. Later he ex-
panded this into a general real estate business, to which he eventu-
ally added a loan and collection agency. He served briefly as clerk
of the school board in 1865-1866, as county treasurer from April to
November, 1866, and as probate judge from October, 1878, to Janu-
ary, 1879. His practice of medicine was confined to serving his
circle of friends.

The Tregos had nine children, all girls: Kate, Eleanor, Helen,
Rebecca, Sophia, Louise, Sara, Octavia and Martha. Dr. and Mrs.
Trego celebrated their golden wedding anniversary on August 22,
1900. Dr. Trego died on July 14, 1905, and Mrs. Trego on Sep-
tember 28, 1912.

Tue LeETTERS OoF 1863, 1864

MavsviLLE ARk. Nov 7Tta 1863

My Dear WirFE

A messenger is about to start to Fort Scott and I will try to pen a
few lines to let you know that we have got along all safe so far
though, as you see by the date, very slowly. We have a lot of ox
teams along which proves to be very much of a hindrance.?® T left
Fort Scott the day after the snow storm which was a very pleasant
day as has been every day since. Have had rain two nights but it

Evcar LancGsporw, state archivist, is a member of the staff of the Kansas State His-
torical Society.
_ 26, Trego probably was traveling with a large supply train which was moving from
]‘_O:I't Scott to Fort Smith, Ark., under command of Gen. James G. Blunt. The train con-
sisted of about 6800 wagons and when in motion was five miles long. It left Fort Scott
October 28 and reached Fort Smith November 13, 1863 .—Leavenworth Daily Conservative,
November 5, 10, 17, 18, 25, 29, 1863.
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was of no kind of inconvenience. For three days now it has been
remarkably warm and pleasant. All the houses along our route so
far are deserted except one, and in Missouri we saw the ruins of
many that had been burned. Apples on the trees all spoild by frost
until within the last three days we find plenty that are not damaged.
It seems that there has been no freezing here yet.

You are no doubt aware that Capt Haskell 27 has been ordered to
report at St. Louis when relieved at Fort Smith. It will require
about two months to turn over to his successor the vast amount of
property now in his charge and to get his business properly ad-
justed before leaving for St. Louis Dont know what changes may
take place before that time but it is quite possible that I may return
home about New Year. We have been receiving a mail from Fort
Scott every few days and I hope to hear from you before many more
days pass by. . . . Q.Master [Capt. Chester] Thomas came up
from the army, got in this morning. Was going on to Fort Scott,
but meeting us I understand it is his intention to return with us.
There is no probabillity that we shall so much as have a little brush
before we get to Fort Smith.

Nothing of particular interest has occurred on our march and as
the country is desolated there has been nothing of much interest to
see on the route except its desolated appearance merely. We have a
very good cook, a full supply of provisions, laid in at Ft Scott, and
are living well enough. Altogether I am very well satisfied with
everything but having to be away from wife and children. We
have with us, that is, eating and lodging in our tent, a Mr. Atkinson,
aged about fifty, who was formerly a slaveholding merchant in Fort
Smith and was driven out two years and a half ago. He is now
returning to his family who are yet at Fort Smith. His son whom
he left in charge of his affairs has since gone into the confederate
army.

I shall not have time to write you any more this time but may
again before we reach our destination. Hoping you will not find
the nights too very cold, and with ever so much love I must say
good night

from your Husband

27. John G. Haskell of Lawrence, under whom Trego served while employved in the
quartermaster’s department, began his military service July 24, 1861, as first lieutenant and
aquartermaster of the Third Kansas regiment. He was transferred to the Tenth Kansas
infantry on the date of consolidation, and on June 11, 1862, was promoted to captain and
assistant quartermaster, U, §. Volunteers. He was mustered out as bhrevet major November
22, 1865.—Thirteenth Biennial Report of the Adjutant General of the State of Kansos,
1901-"02 (hereafter cited Thirteenth Biennial Report), p. 125: Report of the Adjutant
CPm%mFl;‘;:-; the State of Kansas, 1861-'65 (hereafter cited Adjutant General's Report),
PP 0, '
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Forr SmrtH Ark. Nov. 23p 1863
My DEgAR LiTTLE WIFE

You will see by this that we have arrived at the place of our
destination, and all right. The time consumed in making the trip
put the office business considerably behind hand, so much that we
have been very closely confined to the office ever since. We have
now been here ten days. Yesterday being sunday I took a little
stroll over the city. The river at this point runs nearly north and
the streets, like the Garrison run n.e & s. w. and n. w & s. e.

The principle business street is composed of five, large brick
store houses, a few of them very large. The other streets are largely
composed of old tumble down frame shops, sheds, and some log
cabins, with an occasional rich establishment displaying a great
waste of material and a greater lack of good taste in its arrange-
ments, pure southern.

In the northeastern suburbs, along the river bank, is extensively
occupied with private residences. They are nearly all white frames,
generally one story, covering over a good deal of ground, and with
porticos on two or three sides. The negro quarters are neat and
white, and all surrounded with a fence of paling or plank and white
washed. There is an abundant growth of young oak trees about
30 or 40 feet in height wherever the occupants choose to let them
grow. The streets in this locality are wide, sidewalks are raised,
the ground is sufficiently sand to keep it from being muddy when
wet, and, altogether it is a very pleasant and beautiful spot. I am
unable to see what so many families depended upon for such high
living as they seem to have indulged in. The officers quarters in the
garrison are not very extensive, only eight suits of rooms, but they
are very commodius, a long way ahead of those at Forts Scott and
Leavenworth.

The river is very low, not more than about two feet deep any
where across it at the place of fording and not over one hundred
yards wide. I was very much surprised to find the water perfectly
clear, as I had understood always that the Arkansas was muddy,
like the Missouri. As Capt. Haskell was notified on his way down
that he would be relieved of duty at this post, would not take up
quarters, but went into camp and kept everything ready for picking
up and marching on short notice, but Genl McNeil desires to keep
him here and lately assigned him to duty as Depot Q. Master.

We expect to pull up stakes and move into quarters as soon as the
Capt. can get a suit of rooms put in order. They were not very well
cared for by the rebels and need overhauling. 1 shall be very glad
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when we make the change because living in a tent with a stove in
it does not agree with me at all. We cant regulate the heat, and it
gets so full of tobacco smoke every evening as to affect my eyes
seriously. I am very well suited with my place and in my state
of health could do nothing better for me, taking it all around.
Among the curiosities that I have met with is the ‘Mistletoe’ which
can be seen every where through the timber now the leaves are off
the trees, growing on oaks and elms chiefly.

About our march, we did not have one hour of disagreeable
weather while we were on the move. We had two nights of rain,
and one afternoon of showery weather while we happened to be
laying over a day waiting for the bull-train. Our scouts captured
about a dozen bushwhacker[s] on the way down. Genl McNeil
is keeping them here to have them ready to hang to telegraph poles
when ever the wires may be cut, agreeably to his orders lately is-
sued and which you have probably seen in the papers.** Genl Blunt
is here and likely to remain until he shall be reinstated in his com-
mand. T hear from those who have a right to know, that McNeil
himself wishes Blunt reinstated.?® They are on very friendly terms
and have had several big drinks at which McNeil got gloriously
drunk. Haskell who never drinks nor is present at any of their
carousals, and for which many of the drinking fraternity dislike him,
says that Blunt never gets drunk, and has always been ready for
duty, which he attends to very promptly though he does certainly
imbibe largely. Capt Haskell shows himself a high toned gentle-
man who dispises vulgarity, and also very practical and precise in
his business requirements, which makes him unpopular with many
of the officers here who I must say are generally a disgrace to our
army. I therefore place much confidence in what he says in matters
of fact or of opinion.

28. The following order was issued November 17, 1863, by Brig. Gen. John McNeil,
commanding the District of the Frontier, with headquarters at Fort S§mith: “The organized
forces of the enemy having been driven out of the country in our rear and there being none
on our lines of telegraphic and mail communication, except that common foe of mankind,
the guerrilla and bushwhacker, and the cutting of telegraph wires being now the act of
these men alone—men who have no claim to be treated as soldiers, and are entitled to none
of the rights accorded by the laws of war to honorable belligerents—it is hereby ordered
that hereafter in every instance the cutting of the telegraph wire shall be considered the
dqt\d of bushwhackers, and for every such act some bushwhacking prisoner shall have
withdrawn from him that mercy which induced the holding of him as a prisoner, and
shall be hung to the post where the wire is cut; and as many bushwhackers shall be hung
as there are places where the wire has been cut., The nearest house to the place where
the wire is cut, if the property of a disloyal man, and within ten miles, shall be burned.”—
Leavenworth Daily Conservative, November 20, 1863,

29. By order of Maj. Gen. J. M. Schofield, commanding the Department of the Mis-
souri, dated October 19, 1863, General McNeil had been sent to Fort Smith to relieve
f.:unurnl Blunt as commander of the District of the Frontier. Blunt, reportedly guilty of

constant and continued violation of orders,” and also suspected of being needlessly caught
off guard by Quantrill's raid on Baxter Springs on October 6, was ordered to Leavenworth
City, where he was to report by letter to General Schofield.—T'ri-Weekly Missouri Democrat,
St. Louis, October 21, 1863; Leavenworth Daily Conservative, October 30, 1863,
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He says of Blunt, “he is a good officer, understanding and attend-
ing to the details of business, and equally competent as a Genl when
a fight is on hand, but as a man he is grossly immoral.” 1 can see
for myself that the appointment of McNeil to this command has
not bettered matters in any particular.

There have been misrepresentations with regard to Genl Blunt’s
operations, as we hear there have been with regard to Haskell’s
bringing a large stock of goods to this place on his own private
account, of which there is not one word of truth.

Mr Atkinson invited all in our office to dine with him on roast
turkey &c a few days since and we did. Mrs A. was very glad to
see her husband again after two and a half years of absence, and
so far is satisfied that federals have possession of the post but her
sympathies are with her southern friends. She has one son left,
in the confed. army and two sons-in-law in the Union army—regu-
lars who [were] formerly stationed here, one of them a surgeon,
the other Genl Burns. With her husband a union man she is placed
in a very uncertain and distracted position. The women left here
are generally rebellious. Who cares?

Now little wife good bye for a while.

As ever your affectionate Husband

St Louis Mo.
Jan. 14tu 1864
My Dear WIFE

We arrived here yesterday. Left Fort Smith on the 31st ult. and
crossed the river at Van Buren, five miles below. It commenced
snowing the night previous, and continued that day until about one
O’clock p.m. It was very cold and the river was full of snow and
was also raising and, fearful that we would not be able to ford it the
next day we started out in time to cross before dark. We would
have got along with it very well but that one of the teamsters broke
a wagon tongue when out in the stream where the water was
deepest, just coming up to the wagon box. We tried till dark to
get the wagon out but only succeeded in getting out a part of the
loading. Tt was so cold that all engaged in the work had their
fingers and ears nipped and the driver who had to get down into
the water to loosen his mules had his toes badly frozen.

We stopped in Van Buren the next day. The murcury was down
to sixteen degrees below zero that morning and the river was closed
up. Got the balance of load out of the wagon and made all ready
for an early start the next morning. In going out with an empty

25—807
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wagon a second time to bring of[f] the loading, the ice had got to
running so thick that the mules became unmanageable, one got
down under the water all over and was likely to drown but finaliy
released itself from the wagon and swam ashore at the landing
below the ford where the water was deep. No one knew where it
was or whether it got out at all until the next morning when it was
found where it had stood all night, covered all over with one glaze
of ice. A man had been left on the broken wagon to assist in un-
loading it when the empty wagon should return. He had to be
brought off and I rode in to do it. Got to the wagon well enough
but in trying to return I found the ice running so strong the horse
could not stand up before it and so had to take shelter below the
wagon. The wind was blowing a gale down the river and terribly
cold. Fortunately, while wondering what was to be done about it,
the ice partially stopped coming down and we struck out in time to
get across the channel into shallow water before it came on again.
I had paid but little attention to the cold during the time I was in
the water but when out of the difficulty I found that three of my
fingers were slightly frozen. During the whole of our trip to
Springfield we had the coldest kind of weather and northerly winds
to face each day and comfortless nights.

From Springfield to Rolla, three days and a half we had pleasant
weather enough but on the eighth, the day we reached Springfield,
it seemed to be about as cold as it was on New Years’ day. Our
party consisted of six men on horse back, two negroes—servants—
and two six-mule-teams and drivers. We made the distance, four
hundred and five miles, in twelve days. Two hundred and ninety of
the distance, with the gov. wagons, was made in eleven and a half
days. I did not write you for some time before we left Fort Smith
for the reason that I was in almost daily expectation of starting.
Capt. H[askell] was finally ordered on duty at that post, by the
Q. M. here, and we went to work again expecting we were in for a
long job there certain, but in something less than forty eight hours it
was telegraphed that Genl Schofield had refused to recognize the
act of his Q. M. and that Capt. H. must repair to St Louis at once,
which he did for certain. Dont know yet what we are to do or
what is to be done with the Capt. . . .

Hoping to see you soon and love to the girls, goodbye
From your devoted H
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St. Louis, Mo.

JaN. 241H 1863 [1864]
My DEeAR LitTLE WIFE

. . We are not through with our work yet but hope that this

week will finish up all that need be done for some weeks, except an
inconsiderable amount at the end of next month. If we should have
to go south again in the spring—which is not improbable—I will
come home before starting I think, without doubt. I am glad to see
that Genl Curtis is to have command in the, once more, dept. of
Kansas, and Rosecrans in this.

We may now expect that there will be no more reigns of terror
and standing guard of nights by citizens along the border. There
is nothing new or strange that I have to communicate. Genl Blunt
is here on his way to Washington and jubilant with expectation
since Schofield has fallen.3® His only advantage is that he happens to
be on the right side of the great question of the country. There has
been numerous arrivals from Ft. Smith since we came. The cold
weather seems to be over and the ice—if this weather continues
only a few days longer—will soon disappear from the river, which
will be very fortunate.

By way of amusement I have visited the St. L. theatre twice to see
“Booth” in Richd III He is said to be son of old Booth who used
to play in Philada. Also to the Merchantile Library Hall to see the
Lilliput Family Genl Tom and lady, Commodore Nutt, and Minnie
Warren, Mrs. Thumb’s sister.*! Every body expresses a desire to see
Tom’s heir that is to be. They may have to wait some time yet,
before their curiosity can be gratified.

After I had been to their exhibition I changed my boarding from
Barnum’s to the Everett House where I had an opportunity of
seeing them every day. Minnie is about the size of Sophy and
Commodore is but little larger. He presented a very comical ap-

30, The Department of Kansas was recreated from the Department of Missouri on
January 1, 1884, and on January 16 Maj. Gen. Samuel R. Curtis was appointed ecom-
manding general. W. 8. Rosccrans was named commander of the Department of Missouri
on January 80, succeeding Brig. Gen. J. M. Schofield, who had been in command of the
department since May 24, 1863. Schofield’s policies had been unpopular, and his nomi-
nation as major general by the President roused much opposition. A protest against
senatorial confirmation of the nomination, signed by Missouri’s representatives in congress,
said that his administration in Missouri “resulted in misrule, discord and confusion™ and
that he had done nothing to merit his rank of brigadier, much less promotion to major
general.—Daily Missouri Democrat, St. Louis, January 22, 1864: Frederick H. Dyer,
A Compendium of the War of the Rebellion (Des Moines, 1908), p. 255,

31. John \:Vﬂkvs Booth, sometimes hilled as “the eminent Tragedian,” appeared at
the St. Louis Theater from January 4 to 15, 1864, opening in Shakespeare’s “Richard IIT.”
He was the son of Junius Brutus Booth, and brother of Edwin Booth, both noted Shakes-
pearcan actors. He himself was an actor of considerable promise, but is now remembered
chiefly as the assassin of President Lincoln,

"'I:’he Four Smallest Human Beings of Mature Age Ever Known on the Face of the
Globe” appeared at the Mercantile Library Hall in St. Louis, January 11-20, 1864.—
Daily Missouri Democrat.
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pearance one day when put into a chair in the barbers shop in the
Hotel, and undergoing a shampooning. Very much the same as
one of the larger sized dolls in a corhmon sized rocking-chair. Have
been several times to see dancing. Last night to see the Ravel
family who have just arrived.?* There is always the elaborate display
of extremities both upper and lower and the lower is displayed
highly, but they “cant dance” like danseuses in Philada used to do.
No Ellslers and Celestes. I have seen all I want to see until some-
thing new is put upon the boards.

To day I feel religiously inclined and think I will attend some
church this afternoon where they have good music.

Capt. J. F. Broadhead * and lady—don’t know who she was—
stopped a day or so at our hotel but I happened to be unwell and
did not go down there for my meals until they were gone, saw
his name on the register in the morning when I was at breakfast
but—of course—they want up then and the morning after, they left
for Alton I suppose, whither the regiment had gone some days be-
fore.. « -

Your ever loving H.

St. Louis Mo.

ApriL 2p 1864

My Dear WIFE

Just arrived, and find that Haskell has gone to Little Rock. He
has provided transportation for me and as my pile is now small I go
the first boat which starts now very soon, and I have only time to
write a few lines. All right so far and T had just as soon go to Little
Rock as any where. . :

With much love I am your affectionate

H

Lrrre Rock, ARK.
ArpriL 11TH 1864
My Dear WIFE,
We arrived in this place all right last Friday afternoon. Had a
very successful trip all the way through in making connections and
thereby avoiding hotel bills, and were only one day behind the

82. “Jane English’s Great Ravel Troupe,” featuring Rosita, “Queen of the Rope”;
Mlle. Louise Zanfretta, “the Wonderful Tight Rope Artiste”: “the celebrated French
Artistes. AGOUST and CARON,” and Professor Muller, ‘the unrivalled Violinist,” played
at the Mercantile Library Large Hall from January 21-27, 1864 —Tri-Weekly Missouri
Democrat, January 18, 1864,

33, John F. Broadhead of Mound City was mustered July 25, 1861, as captain of
Company D, Third Kansas regiment, and on the date of consolidation became captain
of Company E, Tenth Kansas infantry, with which he served until the regiment was dis-
;-;nargnrd onss.l%ugust 18, 1864.—Thirteenth Biennial Report, p. 139; Adjutant General’s

epore, P .
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other party which left St. Louis six days before we did. We had
some difficulty in finding a house and did not get moved in until
Saturday evening, nor our mess started until this morning. There
was need of hurrying the matter forward to save expenses at a
hotel though it was only three dollars per day. This place has never
been one for business and but few store houses are in it, but it is the
handsomest and pleasantest town I have ever yet seen to live in.
The lay of the ground is unexceptionable, blocks layed off in perfect
squares with broad streets and generally paved side walks though
where they are not the surface is sand and gravel so that they are
never muddy. There is an abundance of shade trees—native
growth—oaks that are beginning to look green and a large propor-
tion of pines and cedars. It has been the home of many a cotton
planter who formerly lived here in great luxury and splendor. The
residences are generally very large and expensive but not of the
yankee styles; they are massive and heavy looking in the finish and
the grounds around them in many instances extending over an en-
tire block, with gravelled walks and carriage roads, with plenty of
fine oaks and pines, of native growth and cedars, arborvitae, mag-
nolia, pommegranite, fig, palmetto &c. beside—to me—nameless
flowering shrubs, make up a grand and beautiful residence.

I came here not expecting to see much more than Ft. Smith and
am very agreeably disappointed. There are but few troops here
at present, the army having gone to Red river with Genl Steele, so
the place seems very nice and quiet just now. . . . The captain
employed Blodgett at once, but we are not fixed for doing much yet
so he and I are going down to Pine Bluff by next boat, to see the
boys of the 5th Kansas. I would like to be here too this week be-
cause the legislature meets this week; those elected under the free
state constitution, and I've no doubt there will be some interesting
debates.

After we left St. Louis on the 2d we have had on the route cold,
raw weather and frequent rains, and now, though it is clear and
pleasant, the air is cold as though it came off of snow not very far
away. There has evidently been warm weather here because the
little prairie we crossed on the railroad from White river to this
place, is all over green, and cotton woods along the streams are
looking quite green. I've no doubt we shall have hot weather soon
enough, but our yard is well supplied with fine oaks and pines, but
it is a new place and no flowering shrubs have been set out. There
are seven of us now beside Buck and Hill in a house with three
large rooms, a hall, a portico in front and large piazza back, and a
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smaller house seperate and made for negroes, which will be con-
venient for us as kitchen and dining room. . . .

The Arkansas river is very low yet and no boats can come up
except very small craft such as is running between here and Pine
Bluff, but it is on the rise and should it get up to a good boating
stage so that shippers can load at St Louis and Cairo direct for this
point we shall have plenty of every thing we need; at present the
rail road is not sufficient to keeping up a supply, though even now
our expenses for provisions, with rations are nothing compared with
what they were in St. Louis— With a strong embrace and a very
prolonged kiss and much love to the dear children I am as ever your
devoted Hd

LirtLE ROCK, ARK.
ApriL 30TH 1864

My Dear WIFE

. There was considerable excitement last night and all
day to-day in consequence of the near proximity of Pap [Gen.
Sterling] Price, and his declaration that he would to-morrow morn-
ing, eat breakfast in Little Rock or in h—1 but scouts returning this
evening set all quiet again, by reporting Genl Steele close at hand,
returning to this place in consequence of the capture below Pine
Bluff, of his train that was to carry out supplies for his army.** They
had quite a big time all last night and to day, carting out cotton, with
which they made temporary breastworks. It is not unusual to see
breast works made of cotton, but these, made to-day are not in-
tended to look inviting.

May 1 After writing so much I went to the state house to hear
one of the numerous aspirants to a seat in the United States senate
from this state, make a speech in which he was to give an account
of himself. The legislature has, ever since it was organized, been
besieged with reformed rebels who were formerly the politicians
and office holders of the state, and they hit upon a very good way
to dispose of them. The aspirants have been allowed the use of
the assembly room several evening[s] each week to address the
members of the legislature and show up their claims. The conse-
quence has been that they have pitched into each other and told a

34, Maj. Gen. Frederick Steele was commander of the Department of Arkansas from
Tanuary 30 to December 22, 1864. In April an expedition was undertaken against Camden,
Ark., but it was unsuccessful. On April 18 a foraging expedition led by Col. James M.
Williams was attacked at Poison Springs by a large Confederate force and after suffering
severe losses was forced to abandon the wagon train, Steele’s army retreated, the rebels
following to within eight miles of Little Rock. His losses were said to be 3,000 men, nine
pieces of artillery, 3,000 mules, and T00 wagons. See Trego’s letter of May 8, 1864.—
Dyer, op. cit., p. 572; Adjutant General’s Report, Pt. II, “Military History of Kansas Regi-
ments,” pp. 221, 222; Leavenworth Daily Conservative, May 12, 1864,


































