Kansas History as Published in the Press

Dr. Robert Taft’s series, “A Century of Kansas History,” in The
Kansas Teacher, Topeka, began the 1954-1955 school year with
“Cyrus K. Holliday and the Founding of Topeka,”

1954, issue. Articles appearing later were: “Emigrant Guides for
Kansas Settlers,” October; “First Kan ies,” November;
“Early Churches in Kansas,” December; “Troubled Days," J

5, “Abraham Lincoln in s February; *
Days, " March; “Gold in Kansas Territory,” April; and “Statehood,”
May.

The Columbus Advocate printed a history of the Spring River
Academy, Cherokee county, February 11, 1955. The school was
opened in 1880 and operated until 1912.

An article on the Grant Avenue Baptist church, Chanute, was
published in the Chanute Tribune, February 11, 1955. The church
was organized in May, 1869, as the First Swedish Baptist church
of Neosho county. The Rev. Arvid Johnson was the first pastor.

The visit of Abraham Lincoln to Kansas in 1859 was the subject
of articles by L. E. Valentine in the Clay Center Dispatch, February
12, 1955, and the Clay Center Times, February 17. The articles are
centered around his father’s diary in which the elder Valentine re-
corded his impressions of Lincoln and his speeches in Kansas.

Some of the early history of Rossville was printed in the Rossville
Reporter, February 24, 1955. The site of the village was purchased
from Anthony Navarre and his Indian wife in 1871 by the town pro-
moters. In 1881 Rossville became a city of the third class.

Oswego's pioneer merchants and early history were the subjects
of an article by Wayne A. O'Connell in the Oswego Independent,
February 25, 1955, and in the Oswego Democrat, March 4.

The Coffeyville Daily Journal published its fourth annual progress
edition February 27, 1955. The 144-page issue traced “the progress
which has been made in Coffeyville and the trade territory which
itserves . . . during the last year”

In 1870 Dr. J. W. Kerr and two other men, all of Ottawa, located
the townsite of Longton, and later that year the first buildings were
erected, according to a history of Longton in the Longton News-
Reflector, March 10, 1955.
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E. D. Baugher, Kinsley, 100 years of age, has lived in Edwards
county 77 years. A biographical sketch by Everett Brown was

nted in the Great Bend Daily Tribune, March 13, 1955.

The Independence News published a 20-page “Historical-Prog-
ress” edition March 13, 1955, using the theme “Retail History Then
and Retail Business Now.”

Hutchinson in 1889 was described by Albert Thomson in a col-
umn-length article in the Hutchinson News-Herald, March 14, 1955.
On April 10 the News-Herald printed an article by Bill Bork entitled
“Beautiful Rose Creek Influenced Kansas History.” Over the water
from this Wallace county stream arose one of the first legal contro-
versies concerning water rights in Kansas. Another article by Bork
appeared in the News-Herald, April 24, “Ashland Hotel Decorated
With Kansas Historic Pictures.” ]. E. Godley's hobby is collecting
pictures illustrating Clark county’s history and agriculture and dis-
playing them in his hotel lobby.

Recent historical articles in the Emporia Daily Gazette included:
“First Newspaper, the Kanzas News, Started in 1857,” by Tom S.
Howell, March 15, 1955; “Children of a Pioneer [Cavallo J.
Andrew.\] Treasure His Old Yarns,” by Mrs. John E. Gunkel,

Free Staters' Raided and Killed in Neosho Rapids,”
29; and “OId Stories Say Quantrell Had a Hand in Slaying
[of Judge A. I. Baker] at Agnes City,” by Howell, May 26.
Historical articles continue to appear in the Hays Daily News.
Among recent ones were: “Fifty Dollars Bought 160 Acres Good
Land 1874 for Mrs. (E. H.] Mullen’s Father [Henry Purdy],” and
“Hays Played Big Pmt in Founding of Dodge City Back in 1872
March 20, 1955; “Pioneer Plainsman [Joe Hutt] Told Tales of Wild
Bill's [Hickok] Shooting Feats,” March 27; “Hays Once Lost College,
Station, Park but Got Them Back Again,” and “Fabulous Plans for
Developing Victoria Made by George Grant,” April 13; “Buffalo
Hunt for Hides, Bones Far From Good Sportsmanship,” April 10;
“Alex Grant, Henry Knoche Used st Headers in 188" April 24;
“Dick Parr Scouted for Generals Custer, Sheridan From Ft. Hays,”
and “'Wild Bill' [Hickok] Was Real Two-Gun Lawman; Stories,
Movies Have Not Done Justice,” May 1; “Antonio [Catholic] Church
Celebrates 50th Anniversary May 30,” May 22; “Threshing Machine
Canyon Long Been Mystery as to Location,” May 29. Parts of
Elizabeth Custer’s ook, Following the Guidon, were printed by the
Daily News, May 22, 29, June 5, 12. The Ellis County News, March
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3, printed “Jordan Massacre One of Dark Spots in History of Early
Ellis County,” and also published several of the articles listed above:
the article on the Hays college, station, and pa

April 7 the story

ar
on the first header, April 28; and the s ch history, May 26,

A 132-page Norton area progress edition was published by the
Norton Daily Telegram, March 26, 1955. Included were articles on
the development of the agricultural, mineral, business, cultural, and
recreational phases of the community.

One of the series of local stories currently being published by the
Council Grove Republican is a biographical sketch of the John
Schmidt family, printed March 29, 1955. The Schmidts moved to
Council Grove in 1864 from Junction City where they had settled
after Schmidt was discharged from the army at Fort Riley in 1856.

Recent historical articles in the Herington Advertiser-Times in-
cluded: a description of Herington 70 years ago, by Claudia Rose,
March 31, 1955; conditions in chngmn in 1888 were recalled by
the city’s first school head, F. D. May 5; “‘Millionaire
Cowboy' [Grant G. Gillett] nr 50 Had Colorful Career” and “M. D,
Herington [City’s Founder] Believed in City's Destiny, Built Well,”
May 12,

On March 81, 1955, the Oskaloosa Independent began reprinting
articles on the history of Jefferson county from its early ssues, the
Oskaloosa Times, and other early newspapers. The first was
from the Independent’s initial issue, July 11, 1860, and dealt with
the history of Oskaloosa. The title of the series is “Early Days in
Jefferson County.”

A history of the Amherst Evangelical church, Russell county, was
published by the Russell Record, March 31, 1955.

The Columbus Advocate, April 2, 1955, printed a biographical
sketch by Fayette Rowe of Harold Bell Wright, author of The
Shepherd of the Hills and other well-known books, who was pastor
of a small church in Pittsburg before he reached his fame as a writer.

Floyd Wendell Nyquist's “The First Half Century of Randolph,
Kansas, and Community,” which began appearing October 21, 1054,
in The Blue Valley News, Randolph, ended with the issue of April
7, 1955,

Heinie Schmidt’s column, “It's Worth Repeating,” long a regular
feature in The High Plains Journal, Dodge City, included the follow-
ing stories in recent months: “Pioneer Southwest Kansan, Cousin of
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Wyatt Earp [George W. Earp], Tells of Old Ulysses,” April 7, 1955;
“William Tell' Shooting Which Rocked the Frontier Retold by
George Earp,” April 14; “Andy Myers Notes Interesting Sidelights
in Development of Ravanna, Kalvesta,” April 21; “A. J. Myers Lo-
cates Some Ghost Towns in Early Day Ravanna Neighborhood,”
April 28; “Wild Range Bull Nearly Ruins Pioneer Family in Story
Told By John Van Riper.” May 5; “Old Newspaper [Orwell Times]
e Pulse Beat of Orwell, Hodgeman County Ghost Town,”
A Grandfather’s Clock Makes Journey to Home on Ness
C()\uvl‘« Pioneer Claim,” by Minnie Dubbs Millbrook, May 19; “Ness
County Pioneers Practice Thrift, Industry to Build Home
West,” also by Mrs. Millbrook, May 26;
Pioneer [R. R. Wilson] Tells Stories of Early Day Struggles of the
Settlers,” June 2, 9

Two historic homes were recently featured in the Independence
Daily Reporter: “Funston Homestead May Become State Memo-
rial,” by Estelle H. Funston, April 10, 1955; and “Old [Henry] Baden
Mansion Steeped in Family Memorics,” by Keith Noll, June 5.

Historical articles of interest to Kansans recently published in
the Kansas City (Mo.) Star included: “Frenchman’s [Hilaire du
Berrier] Letter Debunks Stories About Sitting Bull and Buffalo Bill
[Cody],” by Marcel Wallenstein, April 12, 1955; “Manhattan 100
Years Old, Prepares a Big Celebration,” by John Alexander, and
“Charlie Harger's Pen and Personality Leave a Heritage of Kansas
Stories to His Friends,” by C. G. Wellington, April 24; “Celebration
of 100 Years Starts in Junction City Today,” by John Alexander, May

mishes Lie in Fort Scott, Kas., National
Cemetery,” by Charles S. Stevenson, May 30; and “The Great
American Heritage—An Intimate Story of the Eisenhower Family,”
by Bela Komnitzer, printed serially beginning June 2. “Little Re-
mains of Fort Wallace, Last Post in Kansas to Protect Route West,”
by Suzanne E. Trull, appeared in the Weekly Star Farmer, Kansas
City, Mo., April 6.

Several historical articles appeared in the April 14, 1955, issue of
the Frankfort Index: “History of Major Frankfort Floods,” “Dis-
asters That Have Tried the Old Frankfort Spirit,” “Frankforts
Early Day Merchants,” and “Frankfort in 1880.

An article on Kellogg, a Cowley county community, by Alice L.
Mohler, was published in the Winfield Daily Courier, May 12, 1955,
The town was started in 1884 by D. D. and Anna D. Kellog,




