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Introduction/Abstract
The collection of the Dr. Samuel J. Cabot III papers reflects the activities and
concerns of the New England Emigrant Aid Company (NEEAC) from 1855 to
1858. The collection particularly highlights Dr. Cabot’s work with the Rifle
Committee (hereafter “the Committee’), which was unofficially sanctioned by the
NEEAC. The papers detail the committee’s work purchasing and shipping rifles
from New England to the free-state settlers in Kansas Territory. Because the
NEEAC had publicly stated under oath that they “had never invested a dollar in
cannon or rifles, in powder or lead, or any of the implements of war”, the dealings
of the Rifle Committee had to be kept separate from the official business of the
NEEAC. All actions taken by members of the Committee were considered the
actions of private citizens.

The bulk of the collection is comprised of correspondences to and from Dr.
Samuel J. Cabot III. The records also include shipping invoices, receipts, and
printed broadsides.

The collection belonged to Phillip R. Rutherford, who purchased the collection
hoping that it would aid in his research on the steamboat “Arabia” and its
involvement in shipping rifles and ammunition to the Free Staters during the
period known as “Bleeding Kansas.”

Mr. Rutherford purchased the collection from James Harmon in 1975. Harmon, a
firearms and military object collection from Bridgton, ME, had purchased this
collection from a flea market in 1967.

Dates
1855-1858 (bulk 1856)

Quantity
5 in. (1 box)

Creator
Phillip R. Rutherford

Title
New England Emigrant Aid Company/Dr. Samuel J. Cabot III collection

UID and/or Call #
UID #510855

Language
English

Notes
This finding aid describes materials held by the Kansas State Historical Society.
Materials may be used in the Research Room in the society’s Center for Historical



Research during regular research hours. Support for telephone, mail, and online
research and reference is limited.

In a continuing effort to improve the completeness and accuracy of finding aids,
revisions are made as more or new information becomes available. Consequently,
this finding aid may differ slightly from what appears in the collection or on the
Kansas State Historical Society’s website.

1.10 Repository
Kansas State Historical Society (Topeka)

2 BIOGRAPHY/HISTORY

The passage of the Kansas-Nebraska Act in 1854 signaled a turning point in the
nation’s ongoing struggle with the question of slavery. The Act nullified the
Missouri Compromise of 1820 - which had banned slavery in any lands west of
Missouri that were part of the Louisiana Purchase - and gave the residents of
those territories the choice as to whether slavery would be permitted when it came
time to submit for statehood.

Even before the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska Act, Eli Thayer — a wealthy
Massachusetts reformer — was planning to form an emigrant aid organization to
help settle the West with New Englanders and foreigners. On April 13, 1854, the
Massachusetts Emigrant Aid Company was incorporated by an act of the
Massachusetts legislature. The company was “made a corporation [...] for the
purpose of assisting emigrants to settle the West.”! On February 21, 1855, the
Company was reorganized and incorporated as the New England Emigrant Aid
Company (NEEAC). Its stated purpose was for “directing emigration Westward,
and aiding in providing accommodations for the emigrants after arriving at their
places of destination.”® To this end, the NEEAC organized parties of emigrants
to make the journey to Kansas Territory and purchased land to erect temporary
accommodations for the emigrants once they arrived. The NEEAC also invested
money in grist mills, sawmills, and newspapers to help with the development of
new settlements in the territory. All these activities were undertaken with the hope
of “extending the area of freedom by creating new free states.”

While at first, the NEEAC had no plans to arm these emigrants, rising tensions
with the pro-slavery population in Missouri led to threats and violent clashes
between the two groups. Letters were sent from NEEAC agents in the territory to

! Massachusetts House of Representatives, An Act to Incorporate the Massachusetts Emigrant Aid Company House
No. 164 (Kansas Memory Item 90405)

2 New England Emigrant Aid Company, Annual Meeting Minutes, New England Emigrant Aid Company — 1855
(Kansas Memory Item 2299)

3 Massachusetts Emigrant Aid Company, Massachusetts Emigrant Aid Company Plan of Operation (Kansas
Memory Item 2236)



members of the Executive Committee pleading for help. At some point in 1855,
Dr. Samuel J. Cabot was given the responsibility of raising funds to purchase
arms and ammunition that could be shipped to the free-state settlers in Kansas.

Dr. Samuel J. Cabot III was born September 20, 1815, in Boston, Massachusetts.
The Cabot family was part of the wealthy and elite class known as the Boston
Brahmins. His father, Samuel J. Cabot, Jr., was a wealthy shipping merchant and
his mother, Eliza (Perkins) Cabot, was from a well-to-do family of merchants. *
He studied medicine at Harvard, where he became friends with Amos Lawrence.
Both would later become influential members of the New England Emigrant Aid
Company.’

Cabot was said to be “a sturdy champion of the right as he conceived it” and this
was plainly seen in his work with the NEEAC.® At the Company’s first annual
meeting on May 5, 1855, Cabot was elected as an associate member and was
appointed as a director.” Later in 1855, Cabot was put in charge of the Clothes for
Kansas Committee, which was tasked with raising material aid for the free-state
settlers in Kansas “through solicitation of charitable donations throughout the
Northeast.”® This committee (which later transformed into a separate group
named the Kansas State Committee of Massachusetts) went on to raise over
$48,000 and a large amount of clothing that was sent to settlers.’

Cabot was also put in charge of collecting money for the purchase of arms for the
settlers as head of the semi-separate Rifle Committee. This committee was set up
to allow for the NEEAC to claim plausible deniability if, and when, they were
accused of providing arms and ammunition to the free-state settlers in Kansas.
The NEEAC claimed that the members of the committee were acting as private
citizens, not as members of the company. Even though the members of the
committee attempted to be discrete and keep their business off the NEEAC’s
books, letters detailing the sale and shipment of rifles were sometimes done on
under the official signatures of the leaders of the company. Ultimately the actions
of the Rifle Committee “in one way or the other involved almost all of the
company’s investors.”!® Cabot remained the head of the Rifle Committee until

4 “Samuel Cabot, M.D.” Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, vol. 21 (May 1885-May
1886), p. 517.

5 1bid, 518.

6 “Samuel Cabot, M.D.” Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, vol. 21 (May 1885-May
1886), p. 518.

7 New England Emigrant Aid Company, Annual Meeting Minutes, New England Emigrant Aid Company — 1855
(Kansas Memory Item 2299)

8 White, Dana F., and Victor A. Kramer, eds. Olmsted South: Old South Critic/ New South Planner, Westport, CN:
Greenpoint Press (1979), p. 122.

9 Isely, W.H. “The Sharps Rifle Episode in Kansas History” in American Historical Review, vol. XII, no. 3 (Apr
1907), p. 561.

10 Rutherford, Philip R. ‘The Arabia Incident’ in Kansas History: a Journal of the Central Plains, Forrest R.
Blackburn (ed.), Kansas State Historical Society, vol. 1, no.1 (Spr 1978), p. 47.



1857. By then, about $12,500 dollars had passed through his hands for the
purchase of arms and ammunitions. '!

In January 1861, Kansas was admitted to the Union as a free state. The following
year, the NEEAC’s stockholders sold all the company’s property in Kansas and
began to focus their attentions on helping other free state causes in the south and
west, including Texas and Florida.'? Dr. Samuel Cabot died in 1885 and the New
England Emigrant Aid Company was officially dissolved in 1907.

3 SCOPE AND CONTENTS

The collection encompasses the years 1855-1858 with the bulk of the material
from 1856. A portion of the collection is undated. Many of the documents are
letters that are addressed to Dr. Samuel J. Cabot and detail the activities of the
New England Emigrant Aid Company, particularly the acquisition and shipment
of arms and ammunitions, and donations to the NEEAC of clothing and goods to
be sent to the free-state settlers in Kansas Territory.

Dr. Cabot corresponded with many individuals who were well-known
abolitionists or active in the Free State movement, including: Samuel Clark
Pomeroy (1816-1891), Charles Robinson (1818-1894), Eli Thayer (1819-1899),
Amos Lawrence (1814-1886), Horace White (1834-1916), Edward Everett Hale
(1822-1909), Thomas Wentworth Higginson (1823-1911), and Frederick Law
Olmstead (1822-1903).

The collection is arranged into three series: Correspondence, Shipping Receipts,
and Broadsides. Within each series, the items are arranged in chronological
order. Items that are undated are placed at the end of the series.

When the collection was purchased by the Kansas State Archives, it was
presented in two, three-ring binders, arranged by the collector, Philip Rutherford,
in semi-chronological order. Rutherford placed each item into a plastic sleeve.
On each sleeve, he placed a sticker with details about the sender and receiver of
the letter, a summary of the contents, and the year. Rutherford made assumptions
as to the date of several undated letters and broadsides. In these cases, the undated
letters have been removed from their places in the original order and placed
together. Rutherford also made assumptions about the names of senders and
recipients of various letters where handwriting was not legible. The contents of
these notes have been photocopied and placed before the letter to which it
pertains.

Thirty-four of the letters in the collection are photocopies of the originals, which
the collector’s widow chose to keep. These were printed out and placed in
chronological order along with the original documents. No attempt was made to

1 Ibid

12 Rutherford, ‘The Arabia Incident’, p. 47.



correct Rutherford’s spelling mistakes or assumptions as to the dates of undated
letters. The Kansas State Archives does not assume any responsibility for the
accuracy of Mr. Rutherford’s notes.
This collection is, by no means, a comprehensive history of the activities of the
New England Emigrant Aid Company. For further information, see the New
England Emigrant Aid Company Papers held by the Kansas State Archives.

4 CONTENTS LIST

Folder List
Folder 1 — Correspondence 1855

Edward Everett Hale to Samuel J. Cabot (February 19, 1855) — includes envelope

Extracts from the letters of the agents of the New England Emigrant Aid Co. to
Thomas H. Webb (March 24, 1855; April 1, 1855; April 2, 1855)

Extracts of letters (April 5, 1855; April 6, 1855)

Extracts from Charles Robinson to Thomas H. Webb (April 5, 1855)
Samuel J. Cabot to Eli Thayer (April 26, 1855)

Amos Lawrence to Samuel J. Cabot (July 24, 1855) — includes envelope
Eli Thayer to Samuel J. Cabot (July 29 [?], 1855)

Samuel C. Pomeroy to Eli Thayer (August 9, 1855)

Charles Robinson to Amos Lawrence (August 20, 1855) — includes envelope
addressed to Samuel J. Cabot

James B. Abbot to Amos Lawrence (September 1, 1855) — includes envelope
addressed to Samuel J. Cabot

Harriet A. Webb to [unknown] (September 25, 1855)

C. Lowell to Samuel J. Cabot (October 22, 1855)

James B. Abbott to Amos Lawrence (November 3, 1855)
Folder 2 — Correspondence 1856

David Starr Hoyt to Samuel J. Cabot (1856) [PHOTOCOPY]



Thomas H. Webb to Samuel J. Cabot (January 31, 1856)

Russell Hebbard to Samuel J. Cabot (February 8, 1856)
Joseph Dean to Eli Thayer (February 8, 1856)

Francis Weyland to Samuel J. Cabot (February 11 [?], 1856)

Francis Weyland to Samuel J. Cabot (February 12, 1856)

Jesse Thompson to [unknown] (February 12, 1856)

Francis Weyland to Samuel J. Cabot (February 16, 1856) — includes envelope
Calvin Cutter to Samuel J. Cabot (February 16, 1856)

J.C. Palmer to Samuel J. Cabot (February 18, 1856) — includes invoice from
Sharps’ Rifle Manufacturing Co. with serial numbers [PHOTOCOPY]

Telegraph, David Starr Hoyt to Samuel J. Cabot (February 20, 1856)

R. Hebbard to Samuel J. cabot (February 20, 1856)

Telegraph, David Starr Hoyt to Samuel J. Cabot (February 21, 1856)

S.P. Pond to Samuel J. Cabot (February 21, 1856)

Francis Weyland to Samuel J. Cabot (February 21, 1856)

Joseph Dean to Samuel J. Cabot (February 21, 1856)

Isaac Snedecker to Eli Thayer and Samuel J. Cabot (February 25, 1856)
Francis Weyland to Samuel J. Cabot (February 28, 1856) — includes envelope

M. Joslin, of Colts Pat. Fire Arms Mfg., to Charles H. Branscomb (March 12,
1856) [PHOTOCOPY]

Samuel J. Cabot to R.A. Chapman (March 14, 1856)
R.A. Chapman to Samuel J. Cabot (March 17, 1856)
David Starr Hoyt to Samuel J. Cabot [?] (April 3, 1856)

Adolph Douai to [unknown] (April 6, 1856)



J.C. Palmer to Samuel J. Cabot (April 22, 1856) [PHOTOCOPY]
Sara Robinson to Calvin Cutter (May 12, 1856) — 2 copies
George W. Hunt to [unknown] (May 16, 1856)

E.H. Owen to Samuel J. Cabot (May 22, 1856)

Horace B. Sargent to Samuel J. Cabot (May 27, 1856)

James M. Bunce to [unknown] (May 28, 1856) — includes envelope addressed to
Samuel J. Cabot

W.J. Shattuck to J.S. White, receipt for lighting lecture hall (June 2, 1856) —
includes 2 notes

Frank Geo. Shaw to Samuel J. Cabot (June 11, 1856)

J.S. White to [unknown] (June 7, 1856)

Samuel F. Lyman to Samuel J. Cabot (June 7, 1856)

David Starr Hoyt to Samuel J. Cabot (May [June?] 11, 1856)

J.C. Palmer [of Sharps’ Rifles] to Samuel J. Cabot (June 16, 1856) — includes
invoice [PHOTOCOPY]

Charles Sewall to [unknown] (June 17, 1856)

S.N. Simpson to Samuel J. Cabot (June 18, 1856)
James M. Bunce to Samuel J. Cabot (July 3, 1856)
James M. Bunce to [unknown] (July 21, 1856)

Thomas Wentworth Higginson to [unknown] — 2 notes (August 19, 1856; August
27, 1856) — includes envelope addressed to Mrs. Dr. Samuel J. Cabot, Jr.

Samuel J. Cabot to Thomas Wentworth Higginson (August 19, 1856)
Thomas Wentworth Higginson to [unknown] (August 20, 1856) — includes

gunsmith’s certificate, dated August 12, 1856, and envelope addressed to Samuel
J. Cabot



William Read and Sons [gun manufacturer] to Samuel J. Cabot (September 8,
1856)

F.A. Hunt to Samuel J. Cabot (September 8, 1856)
S.N. Luuper [?] to Samuel J. Cabot (September 15, 1856) — includes envelope
C.J. Higginson to Samuel J. Cabot (September 16, 1856)

Joseph Pomeroy Root to Samuel J. Cabot (September 20, 1856) — includes
envelope

Horace White to Samuel J. Cabot (September 25, 1856)
[Unknown] to Luuper [?] (September 26, 1856)
Edwin G. Adams to S.N. Gifford (September 26, 1856)
Folder 3 — Correspondence 1856 (cont.)
S.N. Simpson to Samuel J. Cabot (October 3, 1856)
S.N. Gifford Lee [?], A.G. Parnell to John Wilson (October 6, 1856)
[?] Higginson to Samuel J. Cabot (October 7, 1856)
W.F.M. Arny to Samuel J. Cabot (October 8, 1856)
W.F.M. Arny to Samuel J. Cabot (October 8, 1856)
Joseph Pomeroy Root to Samuel J. Cabot (October 8, 1856)
H.B. Hurd to Samuel J. Cabot (October 9, 1856)
J.E. Rantoue [?] to Samuel J. Cabot (October 10, 1856)
R.P. King to Editors, Boston Mercantile Journal (October 10, 1856)
Horace White to Samuel J. Cabot (October 13, 1856)
George Walker to Gifford (October 13, 1856)
Calvin Cutter to Samuel J. Cabot (October 14, 1856)

M.D. Andrews to Thomas H. Webb (October 14, 1856)



Horace White to Samuel J. Cabot (October 15, 1856)
Oliver Wyatt to Samuel J. Cabot (October 15, 1856)
Mrs. B.C. Kimball to Lathrop [?] (October 16, 1856)
Susan H. Grave to [unknown] (October 16, 1856)

P.J. Jackson to [unknown] (October 16, 1856) — includes second letter from S.P.
Adams to Samuel J. Cabot

John Wells to S.N. Gifford (October 17, 1856)

Edwin G. Adams to Secretary or Agent of the N.E. Emigrant Aid Society
(October 17, 1856)

Horace White to Samuel J. Cabot (October 17, 1856)
Horace White to Samuel J. Cabot (October 18, 1856)
Emily C. Poland to Samuel J. Cabot (October 20, 1856)
Sherman D. Fletcher to Amos A. Lawrence (October 21, 1856)
W.H. Knapp to G. W. Bond (October 21, 1856)

A.B. Adams to Samuel J. Cabot (October 21, 1856)

A.B. Adams to Charles A. Foule [?] (October 21, 1856)
Horace White to Samuel J. Cabot (October 22, 1856)
W.F.M. Arny to Samuel J. Cabot (October 23, 1856)
John Wells to Samuel J. Cabot (October 23, 1856)

John Wilson to Samuel J. Cabot (October 24 [?], 1856)
John Wells to Samuel J. Cabot (October 25, 1856)

Mrs. B.C. Kimball to Samuel J. Cabot (October 27, 1856)

Elizabeth Ames to the Gentlemen of the Committee for the Aid of the Supporters
of Kanzas (October 27, 1856)

Horace White to Samuel J. Cabot (October 28, 1856)



Horace White to Samuel J. Cabot (October 28, 1856)

Horace White to Samuel J. Cabot (October 28, 1856)

John Wells to Samuel J. Cabot (October 29, 1856)

Horace White to Samuel J. Cabot (October 30, 1856)

Lawrence A. Smith to [unknow] (October 30, 1856)

W.F.M. Arny to Samuel J. Cabot (October 31, 1856)

Horace White to Samuel J. Cabot (November 8, 1856)

H.B. Hurd to Samuel J. Cabot (November 11, 1856)

Horace White to Samuel J. Cabot (November 19, 1856)

W.F.M. Arny to Samuel J. Cabot (November 24, 1856)

George Helums [?] to [unknown] (November 26, 1856)

Simmons & Ledbetter Co. to Samuel J. Cabot (November 27, 1856)
W.F.M. Arny to Samuel J. Cabot (November 29, 1856)

Horace White to Samuel J. Cabot (December 1, 1856)

Horace White to Samuel J. Cabot (December 3, 1856)

W.F.M. Arny to Samuel J. Cabot (December 4, 1856)

John Wells to Mr. Stearns [?] (December 5, 1856)

W.F.M. Arny to Samuel J. Cabot (December 11, 1856)

J.S. Emery, Esq. [?] to Samuel J. Cabot (December 19, 1856) — includes envelope

Simmons & Ledbetter Co. to Samuel J. Cabot (December 20, 1856) — includes
envelope

Folder 4 — Correspondence 1857-1858

Francis Whiting to Samuel J. Cabot (March 3, 1857)



C.F. Chapin to Samuel J. Cabot (March 5, 1857)

Knox & Kellogg, Attorneys to Samuel J. Cabot (March 6, 1857)
Thaddeus Hyatt to Samuel J. Cabot (March 7, 1857)

Mrs. H.H. Roper to Samuel J. Cabot (March 7, 1857)

C.F. Chapin to Samuel J. Cabot (March 9, 1857)

Thaddeus Hyatt to Samuel J. Cabot (March 16, 1857)

George M. Barnes to Samuel J. Cabot (March 30, 1857)
[Unknown] to [unknown] (April 7, 1857) — partial letter

F.G. Nichols to Samuel J. Cabot (April 18, 1857)

Samuel J. Cabot to Ephraim Nute (April 24, 1857)

Edward Everett Hale to Samuel J. Cabot (April 27, 1857)
Ephraim Nute to Samuel J. Cabot (May 1, 1857)

J.S. Emery, Esq. [?] to Samuel Cabot (May 5, 1857) — includes envelope

Ephraim Nute to Samuel J. Cabot (May 8, 1857) — includes second letter from
Nute to Mrs. Cabot

Samuel Clarke Pomeroy to [unknown] (May 8, 1857)
Dr. Charles Kob to [unknown] (May 21, 1857)
George Gilden to Samuel J. Cabot (May 24, 1857)

Nixon & Goodman Stationers to Samuel J. Cabot (May 30, 1857) — includes
envelope

Contract between Kob & Teubner for pamphlet printing
Charles S. Branscomb to Samuel J. Cabot (June 1, 1857) — includes envelope
Calvin Cutter to Samuel J. Cabot (June 16, 1857)

Nixon & Goodman Stationers to Samuel J. Cabot (June 24, 1857) — includes
paper samples and envelope



G.B. Teubner to Samuel J. Cabot (June 24, 1857) — includes envelope
George M. Barnes to Samuel J. Cabot (June 28, 1857)

Samuel Clarke Pomeroy to P.T. Jackson (June 29, 1857) — includes letter from
Jackson to Samuel J. Cabot & envelope

Frederick Law Olmsted to Samuel J. Cabot (July 4, 1857) [PHOTOCOPY ]
C.J. Higginson to Samuel J. Cabot (July 8, 1857) [PHOTOCOPY]

P.T. Jackson to Samuel J. Cabot (July 17, 1857)

[illegible] to Samuel J. Cabot (July 29, 1857)

Samuel J. Cabot [?] to Simmons & Ledbetter (July 30, 1857)

Simmons & Ledbetter to Samuel J. Cabot (August 6, 1857)

Ephraim Nute to Samuel J. Cabot (August 10, 1857)

Samuel J. Cabot to Simmons & Ledbetter (August 10, 1857)

Frederick Law Olmsted to Samuel J. Cabot (August 15, 1857) [PHOTOCOPY]
Frederick Law Olmsted to Samuel J. Cabot (August 18, 1857) [PHOTOCOPY]
Mrs. B.G. Kimball to Samuel J. Cabot (August 20, 1857)

Charles H. Branscomb to Samuel J. Cabot (September 4, 1857) — includes
envelope

Frederick Law Olmsted to Samuel J. Cabot (September 14, 1857)
[PHOTOCOPY]

Frederick Law Olmsted to Samuel J. Cabot (October 22, 1857) [PHOTOCOPY ]
Ephraim Nute to Samuel J. Cabot (June 22, 1858)

Folder 5 — Correspondence (Undated/Questionable dates)
T.H. Peters [?] to Samuel J. Cabot

Harriet Wolcott to Mrs. Samuel J. Cabot — includes envelope



Amos A. Lawrence to Samuel J. Cabot

Samuel Clarke Pomeroy to [unknown]

R.B. Gower to Samuel J. Cabot — includes envelope
M. Stovall [?] to Samuel J. Cabot

Sara Robinson to Samuel J. Cabot

Samuel Clarke Pomeroy to [unknown]

G.H. Austin to Samuel J. Cabot

L. Leurle [?] to Samuel J. Cabot

Anna E. Sibley to [unknown]

[Unknown] to [unknown]

Caleb S. Pratt to editor [?]

Temple Place to [unknown]

[Unknown] to C. Dickey

Charles F. Kob to Samuel J. Cabot — includes envelope
Thomas H. Webb to Samuel J. Cabot

Samuel Clarke Pomeroy to Samuel J. Cabot — includes envelope
Charles F. Kob to [unknown]

Horace White to [unknown] (partial letter)

Samuel Clarke Pomeroy to [unknown] — includes envelope
Charles F. Kob to [unknown]

10 envelopes addressed to Samuel J. Cabot (empty)
Hand drawn map of San Antonio

Folder 6 — Shipping Receipts



Valentine & Co’s Fast Freight Line, package sent to W.F.M. Arny (September 22,
1856)

Western Railroad Corporation, package sent to W.F.M. Arny (November 11,
1856)

Merchants Despatch for packages sent to W.F.M. Arny (September - December
1856) — 15 receipts

Funds received by various Kansas settlers for their children from Ephraim Nute
(January — October 1857) — 13 receipts

Folder 7 — Broadsides
“To the Senate and House of Representatives in Congress Assembled” (no date)
“To the Citizens of Missouri” (no date)

Broadside reprinting of letters between Governor Shannon and General Whitfield,
urges voters to vote for a free Kansas (1856)

Printed letter from W.F.M. Arny on National Kansas Aid Committee stationary
(1856) [6 copies]

“Clothing for Kanzas [sic]” (ca. 1856-1857)
“To the People of Lawrence!! Proclamation!” (1857)

Copies of two articles from Missouri newspapers (1856)

5 RELATED MATERIALS

e New England Emigrant Aid Company Papers (https://www.kshs.org/p/new-england-
emigrant-aid-company-papers/13794)

e James Stanley Emery papers, Ms. Coll. 339 (UID 440226)

e James Burnett Abbott papers, Ms. Coll. 252 (UID 40252)

e George Washington Brown Papers, Coll. 297 (UID 40297)

e Hiram Hill collection, Ms. Coll. 382 (UID 40382)

e Isaac Tichenor Goodnow papers, Ms. Coll. 357 (UID 40357)

e James Blood papers, Ms. Coll. 281 (UID 40281)

e William Hutchinson, Ms. Coll. 400 (UID 40400)

e John Brown papers, Ms. Coll. 299 (UID 40299)

e Papers of Eli Thayer, Ms. Coll. 519 (UID 40519)



https://www.kshs.org/p/new-england-emigrant-aid-company-papers/13794
https://www.kshs.org/p/new-england-emigrant-aid-company-papers/13794

Robert E. Yarmer collection (UID 45818)

Samuel Clarke Pomeroy papers, Ms. Coll. 476 (UID 40476)

Thomas Wentworth Higginson papers, Ms. Coll. No. 380 (UID 40380)

The private papers of Charles and Sara T.D. Robinson . . . in the holdings of the
Kansas State Historical Society, Ms. Coll. No. 488 (UID 40488)

Stearns papers, Ms. Coll. No. 507 (UID 40507)
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7 INDEX TERMS

Subjects

e New England Emigrant Aid Company

e New England Emigrant Aid Company — History

e New England Emigrant Aid Company -- Archives

e New England Emigrant Aid Company — Records and Correspondence
e Kansas — History — 1854-1861

Borderlands — Kansas — History — 19" century



Borderlands — Missouri — History — 19™ century

Slavery — Political aspects — Kansas — History — 19" century
Slavery — Political aspects — Missouri — History — 19 century
Abolitionists — Kansas

Abolitionists — New England

Antislavery movements — Kansas

Antislavery movements — Massachusetts — Boston

Creators and Contributors

Cabot, Samuel,1815-1885

Thayer, Eli, 1819-1899

Pomeroy, S. C. (Samuel Clarke), 1816-1891
Robinson, Charles, 1818-1894

Lawrence, Amos Adams, 1814-1886

White, Horace, 1834-1916

Hale, Edward Everett, 1822-1909
Higginson, Thomas Wentworth, 1823-1911
Olmstead, Frederick Law, 1822-1903

8 ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION

9.1

9.2

9.3

Restrictions on access
None.

Restrictions on use
Notice: This material may be protected by copyright law (Title 17, U.S. Code). The
user is cautioned that the publication of the contents of this collection may be construed
as constituting a violation of literary property rights. These rights derive from the
principle of common law, affirmed in the copyright law of 1976 as amended, that the
writer of an unpublished letter or other manuscript has the sole right to publish the
contents thereof unless he or she affirmatively parts with that right; the right descends to
his or her legal heirs regardless of the ownership of the physical manuscript itself. It is
the responsibility of a user or his or her publisher to secure the permission of the owner
of literary property rights in unpublished writing.

Custodial History/ Provenance

In 1967, James Harmon purchased this collection from a flea market in southern
New Hampshire. Mr. Harmon was a firearms and military object collector. He
removed forty documents pertaining to the purchase of guns, which he kept for
himself. The rest of the collection was offered for sale to collectors.

Phillip R. Rutherford purchased the collection in 1975, hoping it would aid in his
research on the steamboat “Arabia” and its involvement in shipping rifles and
ammunition to the Free States during the period known as “Bleeding Kansas.”



9.4

9.5

9.6

9.7

In 2022, the collection was offered for sale to the Kansas State Archives by Mr.
Rutherford’s widow. Mrs. Rutherford chose to keep thirty-four of the letters from
the collection. The Kansas State Archives purchased the rest of the collection.

Alternate forms
None.

Preferred citation
Note: [document and/or series description, date], New England Emigrant Aid
Company/Dr. Samuel J. Cabot III collection, 1855-1858 (bulk 1856), Kansas
State Historical Society
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