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This section provides basic data about the coflection and a brief overview of its contents.
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Dates 1875 - 1936
Quantlty 20 v. on 2 35mm m|crofllm reels

Abstract

- Solomon Aaron Altman was borh in Elderton, Pa., Apr. 23, 1853; left by tréin for'

Kansas aged 21 (March 12, 1875). After becoming a Lincoln County resident he
taught school for a period of time. Solomon was a farmer until 1919. Afterwards he
was a salesman. He married Mary Stites at age 29 and the union produced 10
children (4 sons, and 6 daughters).

Weather is an oft-mentioned top'ic. He concentrates on his travels 'and his

teaching and progresses to family, friends and farming. After he leaves farming,

traveling salesman duties and family and friends make up the bulk of entries. The
- final diaries deal with feliow Lincoln County residents’ obituaries or his medical
problems. The entries seem to show a different slant. after World War I. His son
~ Duane died shortly after his induction into the Army in 1918. Solomon’s struggles to
get death benefits from government sources for over-a year are evident in the

diaries. His strong faith in both American and Protestant ideals in shown throughout
- his writings.. The 1920s entries deal with his involvement in the Ku Klux Klan. He
was a proud member of the KKK and was a proponent of their vision of America
peopled by "true Americans." The 1907 volume includes a few entries for 19186,
1935 and 1936. The people named as subjects are his immediate family. His famlly
is described through either visits or family celebrations. As many neighbors and
friends are mentioned, this microfilm would be a good source for Lincoln County
genealogy. The Mar. 4, 1879, document lists an initiation for an unknown secret

____society on_its reverse.

Microfilm MF 5792 — MF 5793
Manuscript collection no. 778
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Notes:

T This-firdilg aid describes materials held by the Kansas -State Historical-Society.- - 1+
“Materials may be used in the Research Room in the society’s Center for Historical _
Research dunng regular research hours Support for telephone, mail, and online S

In a continuing effort to improve the completeness and accuracy of frndrng arde '

~Tevisions are miade as more or rew infotiiation” becomes availabler Consequently,
this finding aid may differ slightly from what appears on the Kansas State Hlstorlcal '
Society’s web site. :

Descriptions are often based on a preliminary inspection of the materral As
such, they may contain misspellings or other inaccuracies based on sources within -
the materials. As the collections are arranged and as time permits, these finding

- aids ‘are improved and corrected. If you spot an'error, please feel free to report it to
: the reference etaff or an arohlwst 3 :

B[OG RAPHY

'Thrs section contains a. chronrcle of the. organrzatron that created the records:

. Solomon ‘Aaron Altman was born to David & Elrzabeth Altman in Elderton
- Pennsylvania, on April 23, 1853. Solomon, and. his brother. Will; left by train- for
Kansas when he was 21 (lVlarch 12,-1875). He both stayed, and worked at various
train stops along the way. He eventually took the train to Atchison, Kansas. After
—th atf,poirn;tfhefwallgegl:weetfte:reaeh—;l;ineeln—,Geﬂtraﬁl(;ansas,_—;eﬂ:me{vembejl%é,—,lﬁ%-

(From-January 14, 1870, through November 29, 1878, inciusive, the present city of

Lincoln [Lincoln County, Kansas] was known as Lincoln Centre.) He homesteaded

on a farm and buildings that he started from scratch. - Solomon A Altman died on
_-June5 1943, at home in Lrncoln Kansas. o

SCOPE’A'ND'coNTENfs

This section contains a description and analysis of the contents of the collection.

Solomon Aaron Altman kept a personal diary for a number of years. His' first o
~entry was dated Friday, March 12,1875, and the last was dated -as Friday,March 6, -~ -~ - =~
1936. However, it should be noted that there are gaps in the diaries. [t is not known ‘ |
|f this was due to a lack of entries being. made or a loss of the physical dlarres

. Page ,




S. A, Altman: A Register of His Diaries at the Kansas State Historical Society (Microfilm)

Solomon Aaron Altman's diaries give an extended view of both his life and life in
general in and around Lincoln city and Lincoln County, Kansas, for the late
nineteenth and early twentieth century time frame. Weather is a common thread

——throughout.—In-one-sense- ‘he-coneentrates-on-his-travels-and-his-teaching-early-oR. - - - omi-

As the years progress and his life changes, he is more concerned with family,
_friends and farming. As he retires from farming the emphasis shifts to his traveling

~salesman-duties and continues with family-and friends. - The later years deal quite'a

b‘lt with fellow Lincoln County residents’ obituaries and his various medical ailments.

1t would seem that the First World~War changed his views on. ceTtain matters.
His.son Duane died from pneumonia, which had started as the flu. This illness and

subsequent death resulted from his induction into the Army in 1818. - Solomon’s.

struggles to get death benefits from government sources for over a year are evident
in the diaries. :

Before the war and his son's death, Solomon had belonged to the Independent

~ Order of Odd Fellows (I. O. O. F.) However, Ku Klux Klan (KKK) membership and

various rallies and meetings mark the 1920s. He had always voted asa Republican
and that did not change over time.

The people listed as subjects in the “Controlled Access Headings” section of this
finding aid, below, are all of his immediate family consisting of his wife and ten
children. His family is mentioned very often in the context of personai visits or
med[cal problems including hospltallzatlon

Interest_lngly the diaries are not completely in sequential order. The 1907 volume

includes a few entries for 1916, 1935 and 1936. This is noted in the “Description of
Subordinate Components,” below, but should be kept in mind by the researcher.

The strength of these diaries lies in Lincoln County history and genea[ogy They
appear to offer a sense of rural life in that part of Kansas for parts of two centuries.
The KKK material might prove beneficial to researchers but is not as detailed as the
social history aspects offered by these diaries.

ARRANGEMENT OF THE COLLECTION

__This .section describes the order in which the collection’s elements have been placed.

_. Armranged chronologically.

ADJUNCT DESCRIPTIVE DATA

This secfion includes lists of sources used in the preparatibn of this finding aid, collections on similar. -
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SUbjECfS that may be of interest to researchers items cataloged separately, and items removed from the
coh’eot:on : _

L Related Materiais:

g f. . U ;‘.".':.‘i'.’ ]’.".'".'L . ..Mlsc Capper

M. oll-(MC)20. . ...

" Ku Klux Klan h[story collection. ‘ S e _
Lincoln County history coliectlon ...... P e ‘....'..;.'_.;..MC-704

~ John Malone collection............... e MG 767
William Allén White collection...............c.......... veriandeees e i MC 87

- William Allen White, Correspondence 1899 1939 (not ' :
available through lnterhbrary 0@} e Mlcrofilm MS 43-51

Other fmdmg aid: Copses of thls finding aid are available in the Research Room of
‘the Kansas State Historical Society; on its Web snte htto /Iwww kshs orq and on
each microfilm roll. :

CONTROLLED ACCESS HEADINGS

The terms listed below may include names, p!aces subjects occupatrons tfﬂes “and other Word’s
describing this collection. These terms are used in the ATLAS catalog used by the Kansas State Historical
" Society and- affiliated fibraries in Topeka, hitp:/ib.wuacc.edu/search, -as well as fibraries and-archives
.. subscribing fo OCLC, an international fibrary/archives database. Searches.on these words should.produce
- a description of this collection as well 'as ofher books and coﬂectfons that may be of mterest Topical terms -
are Lrbrafy of Congress subject headmgs

-~ Personal names; '
Aitman Arthur Gilbert, 1883-1965.
Altman; David George, 1892-1896.
- Altman, Duane Aaron, 1900-1918; -
Altman, Mary Stites, 1864-1950. - :
Altman, S. A. (Solomon Aaron), 1853-1943.
: Channer, Edith Freda Altman, 1903-1994.

o Hunter, Winona Altman, 1890-1947.

M——_%—-l:eeser—bumwnstma Altran, T886-1955—

Lessor;, Neola Blanche Altman, 1889- 1988
~ Lyons; Ina May- Altman, 1896-1989: o
Robinson, Perneca Grace Altman, 1884 1963.

Corporate names:
Independent Order of Odd Fel[ows Center Lodge ‘No: 111 (meoln Kan)
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--Geographic-names:

Ku Klux Klan (1915- ) .
- National Farmers' Union (U.S:)

Kansas - History.
~ Lincoln (Kan.) - History.
~Lincolry County (Kan ) Hlstory

Subjects:

—Americandiaries - Kansas - Lincolh County.™

Farm life - Kansas - Lincoln County - Hlstory 19th century.
Farm life - Kansas - Lincoln County - History .- 20th century.
Farmers - Kansas - Lincoln County - Diaries. o

Titles:

The fellowship forum

Form / Genre:

Diaries.

ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION

This section provides more detailed information about this collection that may be helpful to those Wlshmg to
use it including its history, restrictions, copyrfght information, other formats, and a suggested citation form.

ReStrictions on access: None.

Restrictions on use:

Notice: This material may be protected by copyright law (Title 17, U. S.

Code). The user is cautioned that the publication of the contents of these records

- may be construed as constituting a violation of literary property rights. These rights
derive from the principle of common law, affirmed in-the copyright law of 1976 as
amended, that the writer of an unpublished letter or other manuscript has the sole
right to publish the contents thereof unless he or she affirmatively parts with that

right; the right descends to his or her legal heirs regardless of the ownership of the

physical manuscript itself. 1t is the responsibility of a user or his or her publisher to
secure the permission of the owner of literary property rights in unpublished-writing.

The donors gave copyrlght to the Kansas State H|stor|cal Somety at the tlme of

donation. -

Preferred citation: S. A. Altman dlanes 1875-1936, MF 5792 — MF 5793, Library and
Archlves DlVlSlon Kansas State Hlstorlcal Somety
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- Acquisition mformatron Glﬁ Marlin and Marvin Jeffers, 2002; Accessron no. 2002—
- 398.

Processing informaﬁan: P_rocessed by Joseph Laframboise, 2003. -

DESCRIPTION OF SUBORDINATE COMPONENTS -

MICROFILM | VOL. ST - DATES
# it e - HIGHLIGHTSOFTHEVOLUME

‘ Mar. 1875 through June 1880 .. SR

| July 4, 1876 -~ for the centennial celebration, he was gorng to puii a
wagon carrying 13 girls signifying the original colonies, and one woman to
signify the country, however a gun salute scared the horses and that
changed everything . :
Dec. 19, 1876 — elected trustee at the 1.0,0.F. Lodge

July 29, 1877 — a doctor attempted to extricate a tooth, however it broke |
off close to the gum line, with a sharp edge protruding; to make matters
worse,. it was 104 degrees F. in the shade. on that day '

Aug. 11 1879 — attended Normal School (Teacher's Coliege}

‘Sept. 10, 1879 — received Téacher's Certificate. .

Sept. 15, 1879 ~ signed a contract with District 29

- MF 5782 1

. July 1880 through May 1881 .
R ' Dec 31, 1880 his teaching usually passed without mcrdent but he gave' T
MF 5792 2 | a'severe whlpplng this day. :

. Jan: 13, 1881 - there was a fire near their school house where prgs were‘ _
killed and.a cow was badly burned

" Apr. 1882 through Feb 1887 . '
Apr. 15, 1882 — "during which time she made me a happy mortal by|.
-accepting a proposition | had made to_her sometrme aqo to become mv. ‘

: | wife and-thus make" my life a-happy one"
‘MEs57e2 | 3 Apr, 23, 1882 — reflected on a happy 29" birthday

‘ June 4, 1882 — married Mary Stites at 5 P.M. They celebrated their 25th
‘wedding anniversary on June 4, 1907.
Feb. 12, 1887 ~ mentioned how the Saline Brldge coliapsed on July 25,
1884, resulting in both his fire engine . and hlmself falling into” 8 feet of
water

’ Jan 1907 through Aug 1807
NOTE: There are also entries in this voiume for the following dates Dec.
- .|.1916, Nov..1935, Feb..1936,.Mar..1936 -

|- ML P 4 Jan. 31,1807 = had-honor-1o- presrde OVGF rarmers meetlng P\ b OT l:-—------- -

](Amerrcan Saciety of Equity)” with H. B. Sherman speaking
| Foh:12;1907-—received-membership: certificate-in-A-0.-U. W (Anclent
Order of United Workmen)

Jan. 1910 through Feb. 1919 - ‘
MF 5792 5 NOTE: Some entries for Dec. 1916 are found in the Jan. 1907 through
' : Aug 1907 volume no. 4
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MICROFILM | VOL. _ o DATES
# # - HIGHLIGHTS-OF THE VOLUME

Jan, 20, 1910 — saw Halley's comet
Dec. 13, 1916 — described how a son killed his father in self defense

, |~ | wide; some-eggs in-the case froze so hard that they cracked open”
‘MF 5792 |- | June 30,1918 — "two-years of entire wheat failures and almest the same
-5 | with feed of all kinds have reduced the farmer that he has no surplus cash,
" and the majority of them living on borrowed capital is the cause”

Oct. 27, 1918 - son Duane had recently enlisted in the Army when he
‘hecame il ‘with: the ‘Spanish Influenza, died a short time later as flu

Jan.14,-1918—-"was--24-F-with-snow-drifts-five-feet-deep-and-sixty-feet ... e o N

- became pneumonla -(alse-gave-detailed-obituary-listing-family- members,
- - Feb. 1919 through Feb. 1920

Apr 14 1919 - “worked hard to keep the Farmers Union Store from being
: _ closed out; but a bunch of traitors succeeded in having it ordered sold”

MF 5792 6 June 22, 1919 — "decided to close out my farming implements and’ stock
at public auction " rented a house and sold "Pitkin's Products” ' ‘
.Dec. 28 191% — volunteered to. be District No. 85 enumerator for 1920
census, began work on Friday, Jan. 2, 1920 '

: ‘Feb. 1920 through Apr. 1921
Mar 18, 1920 — formation of the Farmers Educational and- Cooperatlve
Union (National Farmers' Union)

Apr. 18, 1920-— described his frustrations with- a high- school- bond issue
and the manner in which it was executed .

Sept. 18, 1920 — bemoaned what happened to the county fair, “it has’
become a gambling den,” where everything is so expenswe to buy

Jan. 27,1921 — lost leg in car accident '

MF5792 | -7

_ Apr. 1921 through Sept. 1921 =
Apr. 29, 1921 - "102nd anniversary of the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows observed last Tuesday. Lodges of Lincoln, Hoxie, Moreland, Hill
City, Plainville,. Codell, Natoma, Paradise, Waldo, Luray, and Lucas
B participated in the celebration."
MF 5792 8 | May 5, 1921 — showed displeasure over the way a meeting was being
‘held. The meeting dealt with a proposed new high school for Lincoln “and

-as—is—all-public-businessdone,so-was-this-done.—The slate was-all

prepared by a select few, and, Railroaded through”
Aug. 190, 1921 — reviewed the Horner Chautauqua and enjoyed what he

took in
: B - Sept. 1921 through Dec. 1921 -
Sept 27, 1921 — fold of Lincoln -County Fair, and a- baseball game
between Dorrance and Lincoin _ _

MF 5792 9 Oct. 25, 1921 — described the proposed day of prayer requested by
President Harding and slated for November 21. It would be a holiday and
the prayers would be for firstly the speedy disarmament of nations and

[ il £ [T
SEbUHuly LU uclcql. |.l IG IJIG"'ICID | =0 UI II yUU 'JICIUI I.U plﬂy IUI 'Jl UIIII.JII.IU!I

Dec. 1921 through Sept. 1922
Dec. 13, 1921 — described procedures that he followed to purchase a "Fit
A e - \Well--Artificial - Limb- Company -device--used—for--an- -above-the-knee- |
MF 5792 10 ! amputation
‘ | Jan. 2, 1922 - “small pox scourge took a Iarge toll from the middle aged |
.sown to eighteen and while it has almost passed into history, typhoid and

pneumonia is gathering a rich harvest from the cradle up regardless of age
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- MICROFILM | VOL.. - DATES -
# # ‘ L : HIGHLEGHTS OF THE VOLUME

or person” - ‘
o ‘Sept. 1922 through Sept. 1924 -

May-21, 1923 < listed all of the- graduates of Lincoln-High Schoal for 1923
-Dec. 11,-1923.— "KKK's -purpose-is-to- unite-all the. Protestant peoples,
regardless of their Denomination, into one great co-operative organization,
MF 5792 11 | that are drawing us gradually into the meshes of the satamc fiends who
~|"worship the One Man God, the Pope" - :
~-Feb. 11,.1924 — "tragtc death [ast Wednesday evenlng she: attempted to

vicious mule kicked:her on the .head. as she reached down to catch the

‘ Child crushmg the skull” :
: : -~ Sept. 1924 through Sept. 1925

' 'Oct 8, 1924 —~comp[alned against wheat pool combines
. |'Nov. 10, 1924 — pleased: that Ben Paulen is governor elect, "Now the
MF 6792 | 12 -| KKK's can have a chance to cooperate with the Protestants to Christianize
not only the Nation hut the whole world." -
July 15, 1925~ mentioned a.parade which both lnvolved the Klan and as
'such angered the Knights of Calumbus - ;

_ - Sept. 1925 through Apr.. 1926 _

‘Nov, 23, 1925--— described “Brotherhood” meeting and accompanying
| dinner and’ lecture; the Brotherhood ‘was a local Presbyterian Church
MF 5793~ | 13 - association to which-S: A. Altman not on!y belonged but was an officer of

aswell, . . '
Dec. 30, 1925 — descrlbed in. detall his wife’ s operation and recuperation
from gaII bladder surgery -

: Apr. 1926 through Apr. 1927 .

| Mar. 19 1926 - noted "the Pope will make Amenca Cathoho by the first of

June 1926" - '
Apr. 28, 1926 — hoped that all Klansmen in Kansas would vote as a hlock
and vote only for those who are “frue- Americans® ‘and therefore accept |-

" Klan ideals for the U.S,

— MFE793 | 14 - |-May17, 1926 — described how a drunk- dnver was-invelved.in-a.car crash
that cut his nose completely off of his face and anuI'Ed two sober people in
the car that he hit. :

Sept. 24, 1926 — mentioned “Fellowshlp Forum" (KKK newspaper), "a
paper whose mission-is to raise the morale of our American people, and
-break the clutch of the Pope- of Rome on-our betoved Natlon and make
America for Americans"

e Apr. 1927 through Oct. 1928
MF 5793 15 | Dec. 10 1927 - described a Klan initiation ceremony
July 12; 1928 —told of worst ﬂood[ng since 1903

wefe 2ol or-Brotherhood:-forthe-purpose-of overcoming-the-evils:of the-present-day- |- - - - RS

T |"save her-child from- harm-In-the-corral-where-it had-followed- her;-and-g-|- -

Dipt 40090 L1, M_a
WL Tl I.IIIULIHII LY ld.‘-d

MF_5793 | 16 1 ::I\?v‘orelewza = fall-irr hen house-and-could not “wear it off” that only made’ e
| "Feb. 3 1929 desonbed hrs stroke wh[ch occurred in: the krtchen

‘ ‘Mar. 1929 through Nov. 1929
-Apr, 21, 1929 flood in Salina Valley :
-Aug. 9, 1929 — included James Mitchell's obituary (born a slave)
- Oct. 5,1929 — described broom sale . -

MF 5793 | 17
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MICROFILM
#

VOL.

#

. DATES
HIGHLIGHTS OF THE VOLUME

MF 5793

18

Nov. 1929 through Apr. 1930
Nov. 29, 1928 - described Thanksgiving dinner
Feh. 86,1930 ~described-violent.illness

- Apr. 1930 through Dec. 1830

1-Aug. 12, 1930 — described Depression for farmers-in Lincoln County

19 .| No date (page 32) — "A Klansmen” a poem that extols the virtues of the | . ¢

KKK

“Nov. 6, 1930 — pleased "Dr.” John R. Brinkley (governors race) is ieadlng

in Lincoln County

MF 5793

20

Dec1930-through-Feb-1936

NOTE Some eniries for Nov. 1935, Feb. 1936, and Mar. 1936 are found

in the Jan. 1907 through Aug. 1907 volume, no. 4

_ _Dec 30, 1930 - spec:al election regarding pool hall in city, most were
against it

Jan. 11,1931 - talked of church politics regarding the pastor

June 7, 1932 - Solomon  and Mary celebrated "Golden Weddmg
Anniversary”

Feb. 24, 1936 — "dust storm that shut sunshine down to nothing but a red
streak in the sky."




