CORBETT, BOSTON(1832-
Papers
4 boxes, 1854-1913.

Two of these boxes, 1854-1887, Letters to Boston Corbett; many asking for his
autograph, others on church metters, invitations to lecture and preach,

donor, probably Geofge A. Huron, no record.

The other two boxes, 1887-1913, relate to Huron's guardianship of Corbett; an
imposter claiming Corbett's pension and property, and legal proceedings against
him, : )

donor, Mrs. May Huron Hale, 1935

Corbett, Béston
Born 1832 ‘
17 - ]
1863-1865 served in #£}i¢ a New Y, rk regiment in Civil War, prohoted to sergeant
From July 12, 1864 to November 1, he was in Andersonville prison. |
Shot J,hn Wilkes Booth.
1865-1869 worked at his tradefhatter) in New Y;rk.
1869-1870_ he was a Camden, N. J. in charge of a mission.
1878 he came to Kanéas and settled on a claim near Concordia.
1887 was doorkeeper at Legislature.
Became insane and was sent to the asylum in 1887,
Georgé A. Huron, appointed his gamidean

He escaped from the agylum in lay 1888. Nothing morse heard from him.
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Descrigtion Dates

Reminiscences of Corbett [ca.1900]-
1972

Papers relating to the impersonation of
Corbett by John Corbit

[undated]-
1898 May 10

1898 May 24-
1900 July 23

1900 July 26~

1905 Oct. 16

Personal documents 1855-188[4A1

Papers relating to military service

"Was Booth killed by Corbett?" (Week by

week, 27 July 1935) 1935 July 27

MS. concerning the killing of Booth

Papers relating to the killing of Booth 1865-1897

Pension for military injuries

Papers relating to church service 1870-1877

In re:- Boston Corbett, insane: Reporter's
notes [n.d.]

* Some documents in this folder have been microfilmed on MS-~887.
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MICROFILM

MS 887

Corbett, Boston, b. 1832.

Boston Corbett-George A. Huron collection [microform], 1855-1913
(bulk 1866-1877).

1 microfilm reel ; 35 mm.

_Boston Corbett was born Thomas H. Corbett in London, UK, in
1832. He came to America with his parents in 1839 and settled in Troy,
N.Y. Boston was apprenticed as a hatter in Connecticut: His wife died

during childbirth in 1855. Boston changed his name after attending a

Methodist revival in Boston. During the Civil War, he joined the 16th
New York Cavalry and was later confined at Andersonville Prison but is
best known for killing John Wilkes Booth, assassin of President Abraham
Lincoln. After the War, he was a Methodist Episcopal minister in
Camden, N.J. He came to Kansas and homesteaded in Cloud County in
1878. He served as an assistant doorkeeper in the Kansas House of
Representatives in 1887, but his eccentric behavior caused him to be
committed to the Siaie Insane Asylum, Topeka. He escaped the
following year and supposedly went to Mexico.

Collection, 0.6 ft.(2 boxes), containing letters received by Boston
Corbett, 1866-1888, and the correspondence of George Huron, his
guardian, 1887-1913. In addition, there are reminiscences of Corbett;
personal documents; papers relating to his military service, injuries, &
pension; items pertaining to Corbett killing John Wilkes Booth; and
information on Corbett's insanity, 1855-1935. _

Microfilm. Topeka, Kan. : Kansas State Historical Society, 1973;
roll MS 887, lab no. 12459.

Originals held by the Kansas State Historical Society (Topeka).

Collection, no. 318.

Non-Civil War papers: separated from George A. Huron's other
papers by the donor prior to donation.

Civil War records, 1861-1865: gift, Topeka State Hospital (Kan.),
1970.

Remainder of collection: gift, Mary Huron Hale, 1935.

Information on literary righis available from the Kansas State
Historical Society (Topeka).

Finding aid available at the Kansas State Historical Society
(Topeka) and on the microfilm.
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