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Statement bj Dr. Charles F. Swingle, grandson of

Charies Frederic Willism Léonhardt, Dac. 10; 195N
Leonhardt was born May 13, 1827, in Grottkeu, Upper Silesia,

Prussia or Poiand. He was educated for the Greek Catholic priesthood -
but never was a priest. He served his required period in the Prussian.’

aFmy. ~Then with Louts Kossuth he- was-a- fugitive from-Fungary because .. ... . .

of his role in the revolution of ;I8L6, coming to America by way of
Turkey. After 2 varied career he showed up in Kansas in 1856 or 1857
and served as one of John Brown's men. Because he wes the best trained
in the group, educationally and militarily (according to our family
legend), he was the one Brown had chosen to lead the Harpers Ferry raid.
 Although he tried to dissuade Brown from this action &t that time, he
was on his . way to Harpers Ferry when the raid took place prematurely.
Qur family legend says he it was who fired the haystacks to tell Brown
of the results of the trial. Apparently our grandfather did not return -
to Kansas sfter Harpers Ferry, until about 1870. In the meantime Le-
had gotten a law .degrse from the University of Cincinnati, served in the
Union army, and married our grandmother, Esther Lewis, of a Quaker
family but one actively working in the underground raiirocad. . . .
Apparently Leonhardt was as active in Kansas politics as his impaired
health would permit. He died in 188L 2t Pacla where he is buried.
However the family monument is in the southeast corner of the old sesction
of Sunset cemetery, Manhattan, where our grandmother is buried, and I was.
advised that the cemetery récerds show he is buried here in Sunset, but

this is definitely wrong.
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Epaulet from Givil ¥ar cniferm of Cherles Fraderic Willisnm Leonhardt.

" Inyentory of papers.of Charles ?’ﬁsﬁgrie ¥1liam loonhardt
- recelved by the Kansas Stats ‘Higtorical Boclaty from his
grandson, Dr. Charles P. Swingle, April 25, 1955.
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Pigture of Charles Frederie Willism Leonhardt.
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CPW Leonhardt material checked in K Hi library June 14, 1963 &0,

By C.W. Leonhardt lcommission date, and date of rank are blank]

1830 Kansas Census, June 22, v. 16, reel 22, pe 25 , L'vzlle Pet.

‘Micro. of Adj. Gen. Enrollment of soldiers, Act of 1886,
Miami co: Charles W. Leonhardt, no comm1831on llsted. Served with
58th N.Y. Vol,. Inf.
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New York Adi. Gen. Rpt. 1866, v. 2, p. 139, 58th reg. of Inf. .qu

He is listed first in "Adjutants" list.

C.W. Leonhardt 53—occup. Historian-b. Poland -
Wife, Esther L[ew1s]-40-b. Ohie. Her mother b. N. Y., her father,
Penna.  fludp fhadfues - i
Children: ¥rma T.-18-b. Ohio. Henry L.-16 and Bellamy S-14, bg, .

Iowa. Stella-ll+b. Mo. Mary G.-9-b. lowa., Frances S.=5 b. Kan=‘”
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A gréat %sa%¢8fh2aterial by and about Gen, LEOnhardt, and port
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'is in archives/Shction.

CHARLES LENHART IS A DIFFERENT PERSON. SEE K CaT.




