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KAW NATION 
Archival Resources at the Kansas State Historical Society 

April 2025 
 

Below is a list of resources held at the Kansas State Historical Society archives that relate to the Kaw 
Nation. This should not be viewed as a comprehensive list of all resources found in our collections 
that mention the Kaw Nation, but rather an inventory of materials for which our catalogs indicate a 
high level of direct relevance. Please note that while there was an effort to include all materials 
relating to the Kaw Nation, cataloging under other names (such as “Kansa” and “Kansas”) might have 
obscured some items. 
 
Some of the materials have been digitized and are available on www.kansasmemory.gov. Those that 
are not available online can be accessed in the research room at the Kansas State Historical Society. 
The room is open to the public Tuesday through Friday 9:00am-noon and 1:00-4:00pm as well as 
Saturdays at 9:00am-noon. To make an appointment or ask a question, feel free to call Adam Hodge, 
the reference supervisor, at 785-272-8681 (ext. 284) or email him at adam.hodge@ks.gov.  
 
 
ARCHIVAL MATERIALS 
 
62 photographs in collection under “Kaw” at locator E99 K2 
 
128 items matching “Kanza (Kaw)” on Kansas Memory: 

• https://www.kansasmemory.gov/category/1453  
 
Addison Woodard Stubbs, “Introduction to the Study of Indian Languages: Kansa” (1887-?) 

• https://www.kansashistory.gov/archives/224571  
• Microfilm reel MS 66 no 8 

 
Allen M. Coville Papers, 1898-1913 

• https://www.kansashistory.gov/archives/40319 
• One box at locator 006-13-02-10 and another box at locator 078-06-03-03 

 
Allen T. Ward Papers, 1828-1964 

• https://www.kansashistory.gov/archives/40528 
• One box at locator 007-06-03-04 
• Microfilm reels MS 206 no. 2 and MS 1183 no. 3 

 
Charles and Anna E. Curtis Collection, 1860-1992 (bulk 1892-1932) 

• https://www.kansashistory.gov/p/charles-and-anna-e-curtis-collection/15800  
 
George A. Root Papers, 1895-1949 

• https://www.kansashistory.gov/p/george-a-root-collection/14111  
• Box 28, Folder 642 

 
George Pierson Morehouse Papers, 1870-1931) 

• https://www.kansashistory.gov/archives/40453  
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• Two boxes at locators 007-03-02-07 to 007-03-02-08 
 
Indian Census Rolls on Microfilm, 1885-1940 

• https://www.kansashistory.gov/p/indian-census-rolls-1885-1940/10979  
• Microfilm reels MS 1924 and MS 1925 (1887-1905); MS 1938-1946 (1897-1939) 

 
Indian History Collection, 1818-1951 (Ms. Coll. 590) 

• https://www.kansashistory.gov/archives/40590  
• Box 2, Folder 2.2.F 
• Box 3, four folders labeled “Kansa” 

 
Indian Mission Schools Collection, 1837-1879 

• https://www.kansashistory.gov/p/indian-mission-schools-collection-1837-1879/13767 
• Microfilm reel MS 1296 

 
Isaac McCoy Papers, 1808-1874 

• https://www.kansashistory.gov/p/isaac-mccoy-papers/14076  
• 22 boxes at locator 007-01-07-01 to 008-02-01-08 
• Microfilm reels MS 604-606 

 
Jacob Smith Papers, 1859-1874 

• https://www.kansashistory.gov/archives/43823  
• Miscellaneous collection under “Smith, Jacob” 

 
Land Patents History Collection, 1855-1916 

• https://www.kansashistory.gov/archives/42538  
• Two boxes at locators 074-02-06-01 and 074-02-07-01 

 
John Lutz Papers, 1893-1908 

• https://www.kansashistory.gov/archives/40420 
• Box at locator 007-01-06-09 

 
Marvin E. Palmer Papers, 1911-1933 

• https://www.kansashistory.gov/archives/40077  
• Box at locator 004-01-06-02  

 
Records of the Catholic Osage Mission on the Neosho River, 1820-1885 

• https://www.kansashistory.gov/archives/48605  
• Microfilm reel MS 93 

 
Records of the Central Superintendency of Indian Affairs, 1813-1878 

• https://www.kansashistory.gov/p/records-of-the-central-superintendency-of-indian-
affairs-1813-1878/13751  

• Microfilm reels MF 6931 (1870); MF 6936 (1871); MF 6943 (1872) MF 6949 (1873) 
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Robert S. Johnson Papers, 1909-1986 
• https://www.kansashistory.gov/archives/40194  
• Box 1, Folder 1 (1949-1951); Box 1 Folder 2 (1951); Box 1, Folder 6 (1952); Box 2, Folder 10 

(1954) 
 

Slaves and Slavery History Collection, 1837-1903 
• https://www.kansashistory.gov/archives/40640 
• Items at locators 007-11-01-08 and 078-06-03-03 

 
William Clark Papers 

• https://www.kansashistory.gov/p/william-clark-papers-index/13890  
• Features a searchable database that identifies location of various records on microfilm, 
• Results for “Kansa:” 

https://www.kansashistory.gov/wmclark/wmclark_papers/search/keyword:Kansa  
 
William Elsey Connelly Papers, 1878-1931 

• https://www.kansashistory.gov/p/william-elsey-connelley-papers-1878-1931/19153  
• Box 21, Folder 172 

 
 
LIBRARY ITEMS 
 
The following is a list of more obscure items in our library collection relating to the Kaw Nation. It is 
far from a complete inventory as it does not include materials that should be readily available at other 
institutions. The emphasis is on rarer items, materials that the historical society or an-other state 
agency published, or ones specific to our collections. Again, every effort was made to identify 
relevant materials, but cataloging under other names (such as “Kansa” and “Kansas”) may have 
obscured some items. 
 
Chapman, Berlin Basil. Charles Curtis and the Kaw reservation. Topeka, KS: Kansas State Historical 
Society, 1947. 

• Call number: SP 906 v.15 p.337 
 
Cone, William Whitney. “The first Kaw Indian mission.” Transactions of the Kansas State Historical 
Society vols I-II (1875-1881): 276-279. 

• Call number: SP 906 K13 v.1-2 p.276 
 
Council Grove and the historic Kaw Mission. Topeka: Kansas State Historical Society, 198?. 

• Call number: SP 906 K13 Pam. v.10 no.13 
 
Cumberland, Linda A., editor. Kaánze Íe Wayáje : An Annotated Dictionary of Kaw (Kanza). Kaw City, 
OK: Kanza Language Project of the Kaw Nation, 2012. 

• Call number: GL 970.3 -K13ka 
 
Heard, J. Norman. “Kansa Indians.” In Handbook of the American Frontier vol. 3 (Metuchen, NJ: 
Scarecrow Press, 1993). 

• Call number: GL 978.0321 H351 v.3 p.123 

https://www.kansashistory.gov/archives/40194
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Indians [pamphlets]. 

• Call number: K 970.1 Pam. v.3   
 
Kanza Newsletter: Kaw Nation. Kaw City, OK: Kaw Nation of Oklahoma, 2008-2014. 

• Call number: GL 970.3 -K13n 
 
Kaw Nation of Oklahoma. The Kanza Clan Book. Kaw City, OK: Kanza Language Project, 2002.  

• Call number: G 970.4 -Ok4 Pam. v.1 no.3 
 
Koplowitz, Bradford S. The Kaw Indian census and allotments. Bowie, MD: Heritage Books, 1996. 

• Call number: G 970.3 Pam. v.1 no.6 
 
Morehouse, George Pierson. The Kansa or Kaw Indians and their history and the story of Padilla. 
Topeka, KS: State Printing Office, 1908. 

• Call number: K 970.3 M81 
 
Ritterbush, Lauren W. “Visit to the Blue Earth Village.” Kansas History vol. 38, no. 1 (2015): 3-21. 

• Call number: SP 906 K13qh v.38 no.1 p.3 
 
Seitz, Don C. From Kaw teepee to capitol : the life story of Charles Curtis, Indian, who has risen to 
high estate. Topeka, KS: Jostens, 2010. 

• Call number: K B C94s 2010 
 
Sharp, Jim. Black settlers on the Kaw Indian Reservation. Manhattan, KS: Ag Press, 2008. 

• Call number: K 326 Sh23 
 
Spencer, Joab. The Kaw or Kansas Indians: their customs, manners, and folk-lore. Topeka, KS: State 
Printing Office, 1908.  

• Call number: SP 906 K13 v.10 p.373 
 
Unrau, William E. “The depopulation of the Kansa Indians.” New Mexico Historical Review vol. 48 
(1973): 313-328. (reprint) 

• Call number: SP 378 Z C767s 1998 p. 79 
 
“Washunga.” Kansas Heritage vol. 9, no. 4 (2001): 23. 

• Call number: SP 906 K13h v.9 no.4 p.23 
 
Wilmeth, R. “Kansa Village Locations in the Light of McCoy’s 1828 Journal.” Kansas Historical 
Quarterly vol. 26, no. 2 (1960): 152-157. 

• Call number: SP 906 v.26 p.152   
 
Wind people: magazine of the Kanza Museum. Kaw City, OK: Kanza Museum of the Kaw Nation. 
Spring and Winter 1997. 

• Call number: GL 970.4 -Ok4 Pam. v.1 nos.4 and 5 


