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PRAIRIE BAND POTAWATOMI 
Archival Resources at the Kansas State Historical Society 

April 2025 
 

Below is a list of resources held at the Kansas State Historical Society archives that relate to the 
Prairie Band Potawatomi. This should not be viewed as a comprehensive list of all resources found 
in our collections that mention the nation, but rather an inventory of materials for which our catalogs 
indicate a high level of direct relevance. Please note that some materials may deal with the 
Potawatomi generally. 
 
Some of the materials have been digitized and are available on www.kansasmemory.gov. Those that 
are not available online can be accessed in the research room at the Kansas State Historical Society. 
The room is open to the public Tuesday through Friday 9:00am-noon and 1:00-4:00pm as well as 
Saturdays at 9:00am-noon. To make an appointment or ask a question, feel free to call Adam Hodge, 
the reference supervisor, at 785-272-8681 (ext. 284) or email him at adam.hodge@ks.gov.  
 
 
ARCHIVAL MATERIALS 
 
141 photographs in collection under “Pottawatomie” at locator E99 P8 
 
205 items matching “Potawatomi” on Kansas Memory: 

• https://www.kansasmemory.gov/category/1441  
 
Allotment Record, Jackson Co. Register of Deeds 

• https://www.kansashistory.gov/archives/220449  
• AR 5253 no. 3: Vol. A 1893-1959 

 
Chester Mize Papers, 1917-1994 

• https://www.kansashistory.gov/archives/40106  
• Boxes 25 and 48 

 
George A. Root Papers, 1895-1949 

• https://www.kansashistory.gov/p/george-a-root-collection/14111  
• Box 28, Folders 651 and 652 

 
Indian Census Rolls on Microfilm, 1885-1940 

• https://www.kansashistory.gov/p/indian-census-rolls-1885-1940/10979  
• Microfilm reels MS 1948-1951 
• Cover the years 1891-1919 

 
Indian Compact Files, Governor’s Office. 1991-1994 

• https://www.kansashistory.gov/archives/195856  
• Three boxes at locators 071-03-02-19 to 071-03-03-01 

 
Indian History Collection, 1818-1951 (Ms. Coll. 590) 

• https://www.kansashistory.gov/archives/40590  
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• Box 2, Folder 2.2.M 
• Box 3, Folder labeled “Pottawatomie” 
• Diary of St. Mary’s Mission, 1848-1877 – Microfilm reel MS 59.01 

 
Indian Mission Schools Collection, 1837-1879 

• https://www.kansashistory.gov/p/indian-mission-schools-collection-1837-1879/13767 
• On microfilm reel MS 1296 

 
Jesuit Mission and College Records, 1832-1967 

• https://www.kansashistory.gov/archives/222595  
• Microfilm reels MS 399-402 

 
John Brown Dunbar Collection, 1841-1914.  

• https://www.kansashistory.gov/archives/41375  
• Miscellaneous Collection under “Dunbar” 

 
John Francis Snyder Collection, 1830-1921 

• https://www.kansashistory.gov/archives/43846  
• Miscellaneous Collection under “Snyder, J.” 
• Microfilm reel MS 1135 no. 5 

 
John Gill Pratt Papers, 1834-1889 

• https://www.kansashistory.gov/archives/40477  
• Microfilm reel MS 630 

 
Kenneth W. Scott Papers, 1836-1868 

• https://www.kansashistory.gov/archives/43712  
• Miscellaneous collection under “Scott, K.” 

 
Moses Milton Beck Papers, 1838-1931 

• https://www.kansashistory.gov/archives/40274  
• One box at locator 006-12-04-09 

 
Native American Issues, Governor’s Office, 1995-2002 

• https://www.kansashistory.gov/archives/199643  
• Three boxes at locators 125-15-02-14 to 125-15-02-17 
• Oversize folder at locator 942-36 (Folder 20: Tribal issues oversize materials, 1995-1999) 

 
Receipt Book, US Office of Indian Affairs, 1868 

• https://www.kansashistory.gov/archives/45012  
• Manuscript collection 5012, Microfilm reel MF 7723 

 
Records of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Central Classified Files, 1907-1939 

• https://www.kansashistory.gov/archives/47057 (on microfilm) 
• On microfilm reel MF 2549 
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Records of the Central Superintendency of Indian Affairs, 1813-1878 
• https://www.kansashistory.gov/p/records-of-the-central-superintendency-of-indian-

affairs-1813-1878/13751  
• Microfilm reels MF 6932 (1870), MF 6937 (1871), MF 6943 (1872), MF 6950 (1873), MF 6958 

(1874), MF 6964 (1875); MF 6973 (1876); MF 6981 (1877) 
 
Robert S. Johnson Papers, 1909-1986 

• https://www.kansashistory.gov/archives/40194  
• Indian Claims Commission Files, 1946-1978 
• Box 17 (1868); Box 18, Folders 110 and 111 (1947); Box 19 (1975-1977); Box 20 (1974-1975); 

Box 21 (1974); Box 22 (not dated); Box 23 (not dated) 
 
Robert W. Simerwell Papers, 1822-1867 

• https://www.kansashistory.gov/archives/40500  
• Microfilm reel MS 1224-1226.01 

 
Washburn University History Collection, ca.1968-1975 

• https://www.kansashistory.gov/archives/40654 
 
William & Anthony Wapp Families 

• https://www.kansashistory.gov/archives/314331  
• 64 photos at locator 065-14-01-02 

 
William Clark Papers 

• https://www.kansashistory.gov/p/william-clark-papers-index/13890  
• Features a searchable database that identifies location of various records on microfilm, 
• Results for “Potawatomi/Pottwatomi:” 

https://www.kansashistory.gov/wmclark/wmclark_papers/search/keyword:Pota  
 
William Elsey Connelly Papers, 1878-1931 

• https://www.kansashistory.gov/p/william-elsey-connelley-papers-1878-1931/19153  
• Box 21, Folders 173 and 174 

 
 
LIBRARY ITEMS 
 
The following is a list of more obscure items in our library collection relating to the Osage Nation. It 
is far from a complete inventory as it does not include materials that should be readily available at 
other institutions. The emphasis is on rarer items, materials that the historical society or an-other 
state agency published, or ones specific to our collections. 
 
Brewer, Lesley D. Water resources on and near Indian lands in northeastern Kansas and 
southeastern Nebraska--hydrologic data through 1990. Lawrence, KS: U.S. Dept. of the Interior, U.S. 
Geological Survey, 1994.  

• Call number: SP 557 K13of no. 94-35 
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Connelly, William Elsey. The Prairie Band of Pottawatomie Indians Reservation, Jackson County, 
Kansas. Topeka, KS: W. R. Smith, 1918. 

• Call number: SP 906 K13 v.14 p.488 
 
Gailland, Maurice. “A Diary of the Potawatomie Mission of St. Mary's by the Lake.” Kansas Historical 
Quarterly, vol. 20 (1953): 501-529. 

• Call number: Call number: SP 906 K13q v. 20 p.501 

Herring, Joseph B. "The great spirit taught us:” the Indians' peaceful struggle to remain in Kansas. 
Ph.D. dissertation, Texas Christian University, 1986. 

• Call number: K 970.5 H435 
 
Hoogstraten, Sharon. Dancing for our tribe: Potawatomi tradition in the new millennium. Chicago, 
Illinois : Shikaakwa Press, 2022. 

• Call number: K 970.3 -P28 H762 
 
John, Robert. Aging in a Native American community: service needs and support networks among 
Prairie Band Potawatomi elders. Ph.D. dissertation, University of Kansas, 1986. 

• Microfiche no. 118 
 
Mitchell, Gary. The Prairie Band Potawatomi: chapters in time. Mayetta, KS: Jones Seel Huyett, 
1998. 

• Call number: K 970.3 Pam. v.3 no.7 
 
Mitchell, Gary. A short history of the Prairie Band Potawatomi, 1634-1929. Mayetta, KS: Gary E. 
Mitchell, 1994.  

• Call number: K 970.3 Pam. v.3 no.6 
 
Prairie Band of Pottawatomie Indians; letter from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting a 
draught of a bill providing for the investment of certain funds. Jan 27, 1875, 43d congress, 2d 
session, House of Representatives, ex. doc. no. 139. 

• Call number: K 970.1 Pam. v.4, no. 31 
 
Schmidt, Heather C. Ross. Water quality on the Prairie Band Potawatomi Reservation, northeastern 
Kansas, June 1996 through August 2006. Reston, VA: U.S. Geological Survey, 2007.  

• Call number: SP 557 Un3si 2007-5201 
 
Trombley, Thomas J. Quality of water on the Prairie Band Potawatomi Reservation, northeastern 
Kansas, February 1999 through February 2001. Lawrence, KS: U.S. Dept. of the Interior, U.S. 
Geological Survey, 2001. 

• Call number: SP 557 K13wr 2001-4196 


