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This form is for use in nominating individual properties and districts. The format is similar to the National Register of Historic Places form. See instructions in How fo
Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by
entering the information requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural classification,
materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative items on continuation sheets.
Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property

Historic name Spring Creek Stone Arch Bridge
Other names/site number KHRI # 035-449

Name of related Multiple Property Listing Masonry Arch Bridges of Kansas

2. Location

street & number Located in West Creswell Township, 2.5 miles west of Arkansas City on [ not for publication
262" Road

city or town Arkansas City vicinity

state Kansas code KS county Cowley code 035  zip code 67005

3-4. Certification

The above property has been determined eligible for both the Register of Historic Kansas Places and the National
Register of Historic Places. The property has been documented and recorded on a National Register of Historic Places
nomination form, which serves as the official register nomination for this property.

The Historic Sites Board of Review has determined that this property meets the documentation standards for registering
properties in the Register of Historic Kansas Places.

| hereby certify that this property meets the criteria for and is listed in the Register of Historic Kansas Places.
Applicable State Register Criteria: [JA [1 B cnobD

A /)’/. )
Z 1’&'\,; > Sea August 5, 2023

Signature of certifying official/Title Katrina Ringler, Deputy SHPO Date

Kansas State Historical Society
State agency




National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in National Register Bulletin, How
to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for
"not applicable." For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the
instructions. Place additional certification comments, entries, and narrative items on continuation sheets if needed (NPS Form 10-900a).

1. Name of Property

Historic name Spring Creek Stone Arch Bridge
Other names/site number (KHRI Inventory #035-449)

Name of related Multiple Property Listing Masonry Arch Bridges of Kansas

2. Location

Street & number Located in West Creswell Township, 2.5 miles west of Arkansas City on n/a not for publication
262" Road

City or town Arkansas City X vicinity

State Kansas Code KS County Cowley Code CL 35 Zipcode 67005

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,
| hereby certify that this _x_ nomination ___ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards

for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property _ x_ meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this
property be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:

___national ___statewide x__local Applicable National Register Criteria: __ A _ B x C D
y 3 ) R /'j.
W k—l— ) L\

X3 X

£ i e -- August 5, 2023

Signature of certifying official/Title Katrina Ringler, Deputy SHPO Date

Kansas State Historical Society
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property _ meets ___ does not meet the National Register criteria.
Signature of commenting official Date
Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

4. National Park Service Certification

| hereby certify that this property is:
entered in the National Register determined eligible for the National Register

determined not eligible for the National Register removed from the National Register

other (explain:)

National Register of Historic Places listed October 10, 2023

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action




United States Department of the Interior
NPS Form 10-900

Spring Creek Stone Arch Bridge

Name of Property

National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
OMB No. 1024-0018

Cowley County, Kansas
County and State

5. Classification

Category of Property
(Check only one box.)

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.)

private building(s)
X | public - Local district
public - State site
public - Federal X | structure
object

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing  Noncontributing

buildings
sites

1 structures
objects

1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

TRANSPORTATION: Road-Related (Vehicular)

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

TRANSPORTATION: Road-Related (Vehicular)

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

OTHER: Stone Arch Bridge

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions.)

foundation: STONE

walls:

roof:

other:
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Name of Property County and State

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe contributing and
noncontributing resources, if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general
characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, method of construction, setting, size, and significant
features. Indicate whether the property has historic integrity.)

Summary

The Spring Creek bridge is a single-span stone arch bridge with concrete railings. The bridge is located on
262" Road in Cowley County, Kansas. Despite the name, “Spring Creek Bridge”, it spans a small tributary to
the Arkansas River that is located east of Spring Creek. Its important features include the design, materials,
workmanship, and location, all of which still remain intact.

Elaboration

Setting and Site

Cowley County is located in southeastern Kansas along the border of Oklahoma. According to the Kansas
Geological Survey, almost the entire county sits on limestone and shale layers.” The altitude “ranges from
about 900 feet in... the southeastern part of the county to about 1,500 feet in the northeastern part.”? “Walnut
River joins Arkansas river from the east at Arkansas City in southern Cowley County.”® The Spring Creek
Bridge spans east to west across a small tributary of the Arkansas River along 262" Road in southeastern
Cowley County, northwest of Arkansas City, Kansas. The bridge is located in Township 34S, Range 3 East,
Section 15, along agricultural fields and a wooded area that follows the tributary. The Bridge, (also known as
the Dr. Snyder Bridge), is suspected to have been built in 1935 as there is an inscription that states
“‘ERECTED 1935.”

Overview of the Bridge, 2021

" Bayne, Charles K., “Geology and Ground-Water Resources of Cowley County, Kansas.” Kansas Geological Survey,
Geology., Bulletin 158 (1962). http://www.kgs.ku.edu/General/Geology/Cowley/03 geog.html

2 Ibid.
3 Ibid.


http://www.kgs.ku.edu/General/Geology/Cowley/03_geog.html

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018

Spring Creek Stone Arch Bridge Cowley County, Kansas
Name of Property County and State
Structure

The Bridge was proposed by W.F. Walker of the Cowley County Commission. Floyd Hill and E.V. Cypert built
the structure using native Silverdale limestone. The Spring Creek Bridge spans approximately 100 feet east to
west across the creek with a deck width of 23 feet. The arch spans approximately 34 feet from each end and
the arch peak rises approximately 17 feet above the creek on average (though this can fluctuate depending on
water levels). The roadway is approximately 20 feet above the creek. Both the east and west scour aprons are
constructed of native Silverdale limestone blocks. The original cast concrete guard rails are still in excellent
condition and line the roadway on the north and south sides of the bridge. The roadway is currently dirt and
compacted gravel.

Though the inscription on the bridge indicates it was erected in 1935, the Spring Creek Bridge appears to be
very similar to a Walter Sharp Bridge Co. product from ca. 1900. Though no other records could be found to
document the construction of the bridge, if it was constructed in 1935, it represents a late example of this style
of construction, and perhaps was built to mimic Walter Sharp’s work.

At each end of the concrete guardrails is a dedication inscription imprinted into the concrete. The inscription on
the south side of the west end reads:

1935

W.F. WALKER

CO COMM.

EM QUINN

DIST FORMAN

TOM WILLIAMS

TRUSTEE

SILVERDALE LIME STONE
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On the opposite end of the bridge on the north side of the east
end, a similar inscription reads:

ERECTED

1935

W.F. WALKER

CO. COMM.

BUILT BY

FLOYD HILL

E.V. CYPERT
SILVERDALE LIME STONE

From the creek bed, on the north and south elevations of the arched span, there is evidence of a cementitious
coating (i.e. Gunnite) applied to the stones. Local memory estimates the coating was applied in the 1970s. The
coating does not wholly obscure the bridge’s limestone construction. The coating is failing in some locations
and has come loose revealing the intact stones remaining beneath.



8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National
Register listing.) ENGINEERING

A Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons

significant in our past.

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics Period of Significance
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant 1935

and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

I:I D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information

ignificant D
important in prehistory or history. Significant Dates

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)
Property is: Significant Person

(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

Cultural Affiliation
B removed from its original location.

C abirthplace or grave.

Architect/Builder
E.V. Cypert

D acemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

Floyd Hill

F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

Period of Significance (justification)
The period of significance is limited to 1935 as that is when the bridge was likely built.
Criteria Considerations (justification)

n/a
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Narrative Statement of Significance

(Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of
significance, and any applicable criteria considerations.)

Summary

The Spring Creek Bridge is nominated to the National Register of Historic Places under Criteria C for the
association of road related transportation. There is a rich culture of stone bridges in Cowley County with the
construction of many bridges across the county in a short period. The bridge retains its historic integrity of
location, setting, design, workmanship, feeling, and association. The stone and concrete masonry materials
have been impacted by the addition of Gunnite in the 1970s. However, the Gunnite has been deteriorating and
failing, therefore exposing the original large Silverdale limestone blocks.

Elaboration

Overview of Cowley County

Cowley County was established by Euro-American settlers after forcibly removing the local Tribes in 1867 and
was originally a portion of Hunter County. Its namesake is Matthew Cowley, who died while serving in the Ninth
Kansas Cavalry as First Lieutenant in Company |.# The topography of the county includes a large amount of
bottomland due to the proximity to the Arkansas River, and other areas that are open prairie. The conjunction
of the Walnut and Arkansas Rivers provides access to great water sources and good grazing land, making
Cowley County a great farming county. Cowley County is geologically made up of divisions tied to outcropping
rocks, which allows the County to produce materials such as concrete, aggregate, and various limestones.®

In the early years of the 20" Century, oil and natural gas were found making them the largest industries in the
area. The Cresswell township (found in sources as either Cresswell or Creswell) which is the closest township
to the Spring Creek Bridge, was organized in 1872.° That southeastern corner of the county has a great
resource of limestone deposits allowing the agricultural and building industries to make use of the sturdy
material.

Development of Roads and Bridges

In the first three decades of the 20" century, the amount of roadwork and transportation infrastructure
increased drastically in Cowley County due to the discovery of oil and natural gas and the population boosts
that came along to support those industries. The Winfield Daily Free Press published an article on December
14, 1915, titled “Advantages of Good Roads.” The article begins by discussing the importance of good roads

4 Cutler, William G. “Cowley County” in History of the State of Kansas. (A.T. Andreas: Chicago, IL). 1883. Accessed online
https://www.kancoll.org/books/cutler/cowley/cowley-co-p1.html

5 Bayne, Charles K., “Geology and Ground-Water Resources of Cowley County, Kansas.” Kansas Geological Survey,
Geology., Bulletin 158 (1962). http://www.kgs.ku.edu/General/Geology/Cowley/03 geog.html

6 Cutler, William G. “Cowley County” in History of the State of Kansas. (A.T. Andreas: Chicago, IL). 1883. Accessed online
https://www.kancoll.org/books/cutler/cowley/cowley-co-p1.html
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https://www.kancoll.org/books/cutler/cowley/cowley-co-p1.html

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
Spring Creek Stone Arch Bridge Cowley County, Kansas
Name of Property County and State

for industries and continues by talking about the amount of roadway and infrastructure that has been
completed.

“In beginning the work on our county road system, therefore, we went after the drainage, building
permanent, concrete and stone, bridges and culverts. We not only replaced old wooden structures, but
located many in places where culverts had never been thought of before. We have built 225 of these
permanent structures on our 120 miles of county road in three years, and have attempted to locate a
culvert at every place where it was possible to relieve the water trouble.

In passing, | might say that here is $17,000 of our $29,000 expended in three years, which will
never have to paid again by our taxpayers — we are done with that expense, and have forgotten it.

During the first year, while building these culverts and bridges, we maintained the 120 miles as best
we could with drags. The system was divided into sections of 2 to 6 miles each, and a written contract
made with farmers living along the line to care for the individual section. These men acted under
instructions from, and reported to, the county engineer.

The Arkansas City Daily News reported on February 6, 1920, that the “Creswell township is doing some real
roadbuilding at this time. ... The township officials are to be commended for this work.” The article goes on to
say that “the new arrangement will make a much better approach,” referring to the existing bridge and roadway
alignment. Over these particular decades, the newspapers published County reports which include the
expenses paid to each worker for a specified period. Each of these lists, for several years, includes many road
workers and bridge workers as well as several foremen to run the projects. The County Treasurer Settlement
statements were also published in the papers and the October 11, 1922 quarterly report totals the expenses for
“Bridge” at $18,765.81, as reported in the Winfield Daily Courier. The stable and successful infrastructure was
critical to the function of the communities within Cowley County, which is part of why the County
Commissioners pushed to make these improvements.

Cowley County has many stone arch bridges that were built in the early 20" century by Walter Sharp. Stone
arch bridges fell out of style in the early 20" century due to the intense labor it took to build a limestone bridge
by hand. There are at least 18 stone arch bridges in Cowley County that are incredibly large compared to
similar stone arch bridges in the neighboring counties of Butler and Marion Counties.” At one point in time,
there were 40 stone bridges in Cowley County, but many of them have been lost to time.®

As of 2022, the Cowley County Historical Society is dedicated to preserving the remaining stone bridges and
estimates that there are more limestone arch bridges in Cowley County than any other county in the state of
Kansas. A survey of the stone arch bridges in Cowley County shows that the Spring Creek Bridge was the last
stone arch bridge to be constructed in Cowley County.®

7 Stone Arch Bridges, “On the Stone Arch Bridges of Cowley County, Kansas”, No Date,
https://stonearchbridges.com/2020/01/13/on-the-stone-arch-bridges-of-cowley-county-kansas/.

8 Bill Stephens, “The Stone Arch Bridges of Cowley County”, Kansas Magazine, May 25, 2022,
https://www.travelks.com/kansas-magazine/articles/post/the-stone-arch-bridges-of-cowley-county/.
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Masonry Arch Bridges of Kansas

The Masonry Arch Bridges of Kansas MPDF classifies these bridges into four types which are “alike or quite
similar in their methodology and techniques of construction. Little historical information is available on many of
these small bridges.” The four types are stone arches, reinforced concrete arches, filled spandrel concrete
arches, and open spandrel concrete arches. Spring Creek Bridge is a stone arch bridge which consists of
“limestone arch rings which spring from and are disposed between abutments or piers. Limestone spandrel
walls rest wall rest on these arch rings and are used to retain the earthen fill which loads the arch. This earth
loading allows for even distribution of the live loads and helps to strengthen the arch.”'® The MPDF goes on to
explain why stone arch bridges were used in Kansas.

Stone arch bridges were popular in Kansas for many reason, a major one being that the stone was often
available locally. Thus a larger amount of the money expended for the construction could be retained
within the area than would be true with the purchase of a metal structure. It was also often possible to
use local workers on the project. This approach sometimes had its drawbacks as the quality of local
stone and workers would vary widely. Generally speaking, stone bridges were more expensive initially to
construct than metal bridges. Walter Sharp, a major stone arch contractor in Kansas, estimated the cost
differential at 10% in 1904, although this too was somewhat misleading. Those contractors proposing
steel bridges would often lower their bids $100-$500 when they found themselves as competitors to
stone contractors. An additional selling point for stone bridges was their strength. There was ample
evidence that they were far better able to withstand the periodic floods than were their metal
counterparts.™

The Spring Creek Bridge meets the details and registration requirements of the MPDF, stating that a property
must retain its historic integrity and design/form. The Spring Creek Bridge retains its integrity of location,
setting, design, workmanship, feeling, and association. The bridge is one of the last remaining stone arch
bridges in Cowley County, which previously and historically possessed many of this bridge type. With the
number dwindling, it is important to document some of the last remaining good examples of this structure.
Though the inscription on the Spring Creek Bridge stated it was erected in 1935, research shows this date
might be in question. The Spring Creek Stone Arch Bridge has the appearance of a Walter Sharp Bridge Co.
product from ca. 1900. Walter Sharp built several stone arch bridges of this design in Cowley County. If the
Spring Creek Bridge was constructed in 1935, it represents a very late example of this style and perhaps might
have been designed to mimic Sharp’s work.

Though the Spring Creek Bridge is a limestone structure, the railings are constructed of concrete. These
concrete railings may have been part of a rehabilitation project that occurred in 1935, which would explain the
material change and the inscriptions. It is not unusual to find plaques or inscriptions on bridges that refer to
rehabilitation dates (or other notable events) instead of the original construction date of the structure. A
stylistically similar rehab occurred with the Ellis Bridge over the Walnut River in neighboring Butler County.

9 Stone Arch Bridges, “Stone Arch Bridges of Cowley County, Kansas” No Date, https://stonearchbridges.com/stone-arch-
bridges-of-cowley-county-kansas/.
0 National Register of Historic Places, Multiple Property Documentation, Masonry Arch Bridges of Kansas.” Section 7
page 3
" National Register of Historic Places, Multiple Property Documentation, Masonry Arch Bridges of Kansas.” Section8
9
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Comparable concrete railings were cantilevered from the original stone arch bridges, widening the bridge. If
constructed in 1935, the timing would raise questions about New Deal era funding for this particular bridge,
such as PWA. However, there is no evidence supporting this possibility other than the inscriptions on the
bridge. Many of the New Deal era bridges in Kansas have limestone parapets instead of concrete railings. A
large percentage of these New Deal era bridges are located in central Kansas and constructed of Fencepost
Limestone.'?

2 This paragraph is documentation based on research by Robert Elder, locally considered a bridge expert due to his vast
knowledge and experience in researching and documenting bridges in Kansas and Texas. Robert Elder works at
the Kansas Historical Society and assisted in preparing this nomination.

10
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:

~ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been ~ x_State Historic Preservation Office
requested) ___ Other State agency

____previously listed in the National Register ~ Federal agency

____ previously determined eligible by the National Register X _Local government

___ designated a National Historic Landmark University

~ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # x_Other

_recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # Name of repository:

recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned):

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property Less than one

Provide latitude/longitude coordinates OR UTM coordinates.
(Place additional coordinates on a continuation page.)

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates
Datum if other than WGS84:
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)

1 37.099449 -97.084447 3

Latitude: Longitude: Latitude: Longitude:
2 4

Latitude: Longitude: Latitude: Longitude:
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Verbal Boundary Description (describe the boundaries of the property)

Spring Creek Stone Arch Bridge is located along 262" Road (also known as W Skyline Rd) between 415t Rd and 315t Rd
in NW %4 of NW 4 of NE V4 of Section 15, Township 34S, Range 3E. The bridge sits approximately 0.45 miles west of 41st
Rd., and 0.55 miles east of 315t Rd. The boundary is the extent of the bridge structure and its abutments.

Boundary Justification (explain why the boundaries were selected)

The nominated area includes the bridge, abutments, and the land on which it sits. These are the features historically
associated with the bridge.

11. Form Prepared By

nameltitle J. W. Lozano (advocate) and Kansas SHPO staff

organization Kansas SHPO date Spring 2023
street & number 6425 SW 6" Ave telephone
city or town Topeka state KS Zip code 66615

e-mail Kshs.register@ks.gov

Property Owner: (complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO)

name Cowley County Commission
street & number 311 E 9t Ave telephone
city or town Winfield state KS Zip code 67156

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including time for reviewing

instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Photographs Log

Name of Property: Spring Creek Stone Arch Bridge
City or Vicinity: Arkansas City (vicinity)

County: Cowley State: KS
Photographer: KS-SHPO, Katrina Ringler

Date Photographed: May 25, 2023

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of camera:

Photo
Number

1 S View of the north side of the bridge

View Description

View of the north side of the bridge

Close up of the parging and stones

Close up of the failing parging

m|w| »n|n

View of the railings and road

Inscription — west end, south side

N|o|lo|bh|W[N

Inscription — east end, north side
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