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Additional Information 
October 5, 2011 
 
The George Hanson Barn was nominated to the National Register of Historic Places as part of the 
“Byre & Bluff Barns of Doniphan County” multiple property nomination on May 7, 1987.   
 
At that time, an estimated construction date of 1885 was provided in the nomination.  New information 
has become available that documents the barn’s date of construction as 1900.  This additional 
information is submitted to clarify the date of construction and period of significance.   
 
The revised date of construction – 1900 – is documented by a daily journal penned by George 
Hanson’s eldest daughter Annetta Celia Hanson (born April 9, 1883, died June 27, 1971).  She began 
this journal August 21, 1900.  Since her mother’s death on November 30, 1899, she had been in 
charge of the household and her five younger siblings.  The 1900 federal census confirms the names 
and ages of the Hanson family members.   
 
Transcribed excerpts from Annetta’s journal are attached with photocopies of the difficult-to-read 
original pages.  According to her notes, construction on the barn began in late August 1900, and many 
area men apparently helped with the project.  Family recollections suggest that a Mr. Howland from 
nearby Severance was the builder, but this is not recorded in Annetta’s journal.  Indeed, the 1900 
federal census records a Joseph Howland, a carpenter, living in Severance.  A 1905 county history 
also confirms that Joseph Howland built many area buildings.   
   
Period of Significance 
The original nomination defined the period of significance as the estimated construction date (c. 1885). 
This is being revised to 1900.  Additionally, this revised date of construction falls within the period of 
significance (c. 1860-1933) defined by the “Byre & Bluff Barns of Doniphan County” multiple property 
nomination.   
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