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Kansas State Historical Society 
 
 

Register of Historic Kansas Places 
Registration Form 
 
 
This form is for use in nominating individual properties and districts. The format is similar to the National Register of Historic Places form. See instructions in How to 
Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by 
entering the information requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural 
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative items on 
continuation sheets. Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.  
 
 
 

1.  Name of Property 

Historic name  Elk Falls High School Gymnasium 

Other names/site number KHRI # 049-114 

Name of related Multiple Property Listing New Deal-Era Related Resources of Kansas 

   

2.  Location 

street & number  1014 Montgomery   not for publication 

city or town  Elk Falls   vicinity 

state Kansas code KS county Elk code 049 zip code 67345 

 

3-4. Certification  
 

The above property has been determined eligible for both the Register of Historic Kansas Places and the National 
Register of Historic Places. The property has been documented and recorded on a National Register of Historic Places 
nomination form, which serves as the official register nomination for this property.  
The Historic Sites Board of Review has determined that this property meets the documentation standards for registering 
properties in the Register of Historic Kansas Places.  
I hereby certify that this property meets the criteria for and is listed in the Register of Historic Kansas Places.  
Applicable State Register Criteria:    x    A          B          C         D 
  
 

                                   __November 4, 2023__________ 
Signature of certifying official/Title  Katrina Ringler, Deputy SHPO                           Date 
 

Kansas State Historical Society   
State agency 
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National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts.  See instructions in National Register Bulletin, How 
to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form.  If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for 
"not applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the 
instructions.  Place additional certification comments, entries, and narrative items on continuation sheets if needed (NPS Form 10-900a).   

1. Name of Property

Historic name  Elk Falls High School Gymnasium 

Other names/site number KHRI # 049-114 

Name of related Multiple Property Listing New Deal-Era Related Resources of Kansas 

2. Location

Street & number  1014 Montgomery n/a   not for publication 

City or town  Elk Falls    Vicinity 

State  Kansas Code KS County Elk Code 049 Zip code 67345 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 
I hereby certify that this    x    nomination     _ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards 
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional 
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  
In my opinion, the property   x _  meets     _  does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I recommend that this 
property be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance: 

 national    statewide      X   local     Applicable National Register Criteria:      x  A    B    C      ___D   

Signature of certifying official/Title  Katrina Ringler, Deputy SHPO  Date 

Kansas State Historical Society 
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

In my opinion, the property  meets  does not meet the National Register criteria.  

Signature of commenting official   Date 

Title    State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 
4. National Park Service Certification
I hereby certify that this property is: 

 entered in the National Register    determined eligible for the National Register 

   determined not eligible for the National Register  removed from the National Register 

 other (explain:)       _________________     

  Signature of the Keeper    Date of Action 

November 4, 2023

National Register of Historic Places listed January 5, 2024
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5.  Classification  
 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box.) 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 
 

    Contributing Noncontributing  
 private x building(s) 1  buildings 
x public - Local  district   sites 
 public - State  site   structures 
 public - Federal  structure   objects 
   object 1  Total 

 
 
  Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register 

  0 
  
6. Function or Use                                                                      

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

RECREATION AND CULTURE/sports facility  VACANT/NOT IN USE 

   

   

   

   

   

   
 
   
7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 Materials  
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

MODERN MOVEMENT/ Art Deco  foundation: CONCRETE 

  walls: CONCRETE 

    

  roof: ASPHALT  

  other:  
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Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe contributing and 
noncontributing resources, if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general 
characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, method of construction, setting, size, and significant 
features. Indicate whether the property has historic integrity.)   
 
Summary 
 
The Elk Falls High School Gymnasium is located in the small town of Elk Falls. The rectangular building is 
constructed of concrete and features an arched roof. Art Deco accents are prominent on the main façade and 
side elevations. The building has suffered some water damage but generally retains great historic integrity.  
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
Elaboration  
 
Setting 
 
The Elk Falls High School Gymnasium (Gym) is located at 1014 Montgomery Street, Elk Falls, Kansas. 
Montgomery is an arterial street on the north side of the town. The north boundary abuts with HWY 160, also 
known as Greenwood Street. The south/front façade faces Montgomery Street. The Gym sits on a 2.1-acre city 
block with an adjacent playground, that the City owns. A one-room schoolhouse also sits on the parcel and is 
owned by Friends of Elk Falls Association. The Gym building sits today without any utilities or regular 
maintenance.  
 
Overview 
 
The Gym perimeter measures 94 feet by 62 feet, and it constructed of poured concrete. It continues to sit square 
and true to the original construction. The rectangular building has minimal decorative elements but includes a 
jutted front vestibule. The design is restrained Art Deco, noted by the stylized pilasters and accented Deco 
entry. The pilasters are approximately every six feet on the south, east, and west sides. The reinforced concrete 
walls have maintained their structural integrity. There are 22 single-pane windows with metal casements. 
 
The Gym roof is arched with a catenary curve and consists of asphalt shingles with tar and rolled roofing in 
several spots. Both sides of the roof at the bottom of the arch and spanning the length were modified from a flat 
roof to slightly pitched to assist in drainage. There is not any documentation of when this modification took 
place, but it is believed to be sometime in the 60s. In the summer of 2022, the roof was patched with rolled 
roofing and tar by City Council members to decrease water damage. 
 
East and West Elevation  
 
The east and west elevations are identical but reversed. The length of the building is 94 feet with 12 feet high 
walls. There are double doors on both sides, 15 feet from the north elevation. The original doors have been 
replaced by metal security doors. There are nine windows toward the top of the walls, for each six-foot section, 
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between the pilasters. One smaller window towards the north end for the office and kitchen areas. The east side 
is open to a gravel parking lot that is overgrown with vegetation. The west side is open to a playground.  
 
South Elevation 
 
The south elevation is the main façade of the building. It has a centered 16 x 9-foot entrance which was used for 
ticket booth and vestibule. Two single doors on either side of the ticket booth window are symmetrical. There is 
a metal awning over the two steps leading to the doors. It does appear older, but not original to the building. 
Above the awning reads HIGH SCHOOL GYMNASIUM in relief of the concrete. The stylized typography is 
indicative of the Art Deco period. The southern roof line is symmetrical, semi-circular shaped.  
 
North Elevation 
 
The north elevation is 62 feet wide. This side of the gymnasium accommodates a small office, meeting room, 
and a kitchen. There are two windows on the north side, one for the office and one for the kitchen. This 
elevation is the most nondescript side of the building. It mirrors the same roof line as the façade.  
 
Interior  
 
The Gym is set up for a full basketball court. The flooring appears to be asbestos and composite tile. 
Approximately 50% of the tiles were removed after the roof leak. The walls are painted concrete. The ceiling 
follows the curve shape of the roof and is made with Masonite insulted tile. The rafters are metal and assist in 
maintaining the structure of the roof. There are moveable wood handmade bleachers for spectators on the east 
and west walls. The front 15 feet, not including the facades entrance, houses the vestibule, cloakroom, and small 
office. The back 15 feet houses the small office, kitchen, meeting room, two single stall bathrooms, and 
mechanical room. 
 
Integrity 
 
The Elk Falls Gymnasium retains a high degree of its historic integrity including location, design, setting, 
materials and workmanship. The location and setting of the property are unchanged. Though associated with the 
high school, the Gym was constructed in its current location. The building retains its original footprint, scale, 
and massing. The design, materials, and workmanship are evident in the remaining features including the 
exterior details, and the interior layout, structure, and finishes. The roof line has had minor alterations to assist 
in water drainage. This has changed very little to the roof line and could easily be returned to its original profile. 
The building is lacking in maintenance due to lack of use and funds, but the structural integrity remains intact. 
Though not in use at the moment, the building still retains its historic feeling and association with recreation 
and the New Deal era design.  
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8. Statement of Significance 
 
Applicable National Register Criteria  
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National 
Register listing.) 
 

x A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history.  

 B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 
  

   

 C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics  
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  

   

 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history.  

   
 
Criteria Considerations  
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 
Property is: 
 

A 
 

 
Owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes.  

 
 

B 
 
removed from its original location. 

 
 

C 
 
a birthplace or grave. 

 
 

D 
 
a cemetery. 

 
 

E 
 
a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

 
 

F 
 
a commemorative property. 

 
 

G 
 
less than 50 years old or achieving significance 

  within the past 50 years. 

 
Areas of Significance  

EDUCATION 

 

 

 

 

 
Period of Significance  

1935 

 

 
Significant Dates 

 

 

 
Significant Person  
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 
 

Cultural Affiliation 

 

 

Architect/Builder 

 

 

 

 

Period of Significance (justification)  
 
The period of significance is in 1935 as that is when the Works Progress Administration (WPA) allocated funding 
to the Elk Falls Gym project. The gym was completed in the same year. The Gym remained significant until the mid 
1960s when the school was closed. Though always used as a community space, it became tied to the community 
even more after the high school was closed. The Gym was used consistently by the community until the mid-2000s, 
when building started to leak and deteriorate. The last event in the building was 2019 for craft booths during the 
Outhouse Tour Festival.   
 
Criteria Considerations (justification) n/a 
N/A   
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Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of 
significance, and any applicable criteria considerations.) 
 
Summary:  
 
Elk Falls High School Gymnasium located in Elk County, Kansas is nominated to the National Register of 
Historic Places under Criteria A: history for its association with education in the community, and the New 
Deal-era programs as a good example of an educational facility – auditorium/gymnasium subtype, defined in 
the New Deal-Era Resources of Kansas MPDF. According to WPA records, the O.P. Number is 65-82-2141, 
and the Gym was constructed on November 6, 1935 for $16,016.00, as part of the WPA program. Though 
there seem to be some discrepancies regarding construction date and cost. The local papers reported that the 
school district paid $5,000 of the $17,067 cost of construction. The Citizen Newspaper labels the architecture 
as monolithic concrete structure. This was indicative of the period and many WPA projects. The WPA project 
provided jobs for local craftsman and funded the completion of the gymnasium. The gymnasium is nominated 
to the National Register of Historic Places and Register of Historic Kansas Places as part of the New Deal-Era 
Resources of Kansas multiple property document under Criterion A for its local significance in the areas of 
education and its association with the New Deal-era Programs. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Elaboration  
 
 
The Great Depression in Kansas:  
 
The stock market crash of 1929 was unpredictable and almost unimaginable, the United States economy had 
been prosperous for the last three decades and the 1920s saw incredible amounts of social progress from 
women’s suffrage to the dramatically low levels of unemployment. President Herbert Hoover noted that the 
1930s would be a “new era” intended to transform the function and techniques of government. Hoover was 
correct, the 1930s would see an unimaginable change to the government’s relationship with society, but not in 
the Jeffersonian way he had originally intended.1 The stock market crashed on October 24, 1929, and continued 
to hemorrhage until mid-November with a resounding 26 billion dollars (roughly a third of all stock values) 
having vanished. Although it is a reductionist understanding of the Great Depression to say that the stock 
market collapse was the only contributing factor that led to the Depression. In fact, Hoover and John Maynard 
Keynes were of the opinion that the crash was the “long-predicted correction” of abnormally high stock market 
prices.2 The stock market crash of 1929 had little immediate economic impact over an estimated 97.5 percent of 
the population, however, one political failure after another led to the start of the Great Depression which 
affected virtually every American.  
 

 
1 David Kennedy, “American People on the Eve of the Great Depression” in Freedom From Fear: The American People 

in Depression and War, 1929-1945, (New York: Oxford University Press), 1999, pg 13.   
2 Ibid, pg 39.  
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Even though the Depression did not truly start for most Americans until 1931, the state of Kansas had been 
suffering economic hardship since the end of the first world war. The conclusion of the war led to a decrease in 
the value of agricultural goods, as the United States provided most all wheat and other agricultural products for 
the duration of the war meaning there was more demand and therefore an inflated price for such goods. 
However, the conclusion of the war meant that the prices fell. Farmers continued to flood the market with a 
product that had very little demand, because the crop process had fallen so dramatically farmers were forced to 
plant higher yields hoping to make the same amount of money, but the exponential increase of agricultural 
products continued to lead to the decrease in prices creating an inescapable feedback loop. The exponential 
increase in crops that had to be planted to make a profit also created the necessary conditions for the Dust Bowl.  
 
The state of Kansas was not slow to respond to the hardship felt by Kansans. The Kansas Federal Relief 
Committee (KFRC) was created to oversee the states relief efforts funded by the Emergency Relief 
Construction Act of 1932.3 A series of federal works programs were implemented from President Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt’s election in 1932 to the official conclusion of federal works programs in 1943, most notably 
the Works Progress Administration (WPA) created by executive order in 1935 and concluded in 1943.4 The 
WPA was the natural progression of other work relief programs such as the Civilian Conservation Corps 
(CCC), The Public Works Administration (PWA) which all funneled money from the federal government 
directly to the states. Although the WPA had administrative offices in each state and oversaw distribution of 
works projects to local communities, these offices replaced Emergency Relief Administrations like KFRC and 
KERC5. The WPA began operations in Kansas June of 1935 and the state initially received $56,000,000 to 
build public infrastructure including but not limited to: parks, lakes, roads, bridges, and schools. Though in 
1935 Kansas schools were still critically underfunded and understaffed.6 The WPA was able to build and repair 
as many as 6,201 school buildings by 1936 and the National Youth Administration (NYA) provided funding for 
teachers’ salaries.7  
 
Elk Falls High School Gymnasium 
 
Elk School Gymnasium was one of many school buildings built from WPA funds. The appraiser’s records 
indicate that the building was in fact built as part of early WPA initiatives in the state as it was built in 1935 
soon after the creation of the program. The gymnasium is built in the Art Deco style popularized in the 1920s 
and 1930s. In “How the New Deal Changed American Architecture” Leonard Lopate and Joseph Maresca note 
that the function of works programs were “town improvement” and not revitalization efforts. The PWA and 
WPA primarily built civil architecture and the buildings were meant “to make you feel good.” The style of these 
buildings are often geometric in form meant to create a sense of stability and trust in the government during 

 
3 New Deal Era Resources MPDF, pg 3.  
4 Ibid.  
5 Ibid.  
6 Francis W. Schriben, “The New Deal Continues” in Kansas in Turmoil: 1930-1930. (Columbia, MO: University of 

Missouri Press), pg 181.  
7 Ibid.  
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such a tumultuous period.8 The materials used are a representation of the technological advancements of the 
time and included steel frame construction, re-enforced concrete, and plate glass.9  Moreover this 
“quintessential style of the 1930s” was heavily inspired by aerodynamics, specifically the automobiles of the 
time.  
 
Art Deco architecture is described by historians as “… transcending social class, as egalitarian and democratic, 
and as the modern aesthetic of the people.”, explaining why schools and other civic buildings of the period are 
built in the Art Deco style as they are meant to represent gathering places for people.  Elk High School 
Gymnasium is one of 12 gymnasiums built in Kansas between July 1, 1935 and June 1, 1939.  
 
The initial use of the Gym was for Elk Falls High School recreation, sports, and events. In the mid-1960s, the 
students were reallocated to neighboring town schools due to low population and enrollment. After that time, 
the Gym became a community space and the school building sat vacant. In the early 1970s, plans were 
presented by citizens of Elk Falls for potential uses for the school building. Under much public protest, the City 
Council approved the demolition of the school building. Since the Gym remained and no longer served any 
schools in the county, the city began to use the Gym as a city office and held all city council meetings in the 
spare office/kitchen. It continued to serve the community and was used for community events and gatherings. 
Residents were able to use the space for weddings, dances, parties, events, and concerts. The annual “Outhouse 
Tour” used the space annually for food and craft venders. 
 
Elk County and Elk Falls 
 
Elk County History is gathered from the “Howard National Bank Buildings, Elk County, Kansas” National 
Register of Historic Places nomination – listed on December 22, 2020.  
 

Before becoming the state of Kansas, Elk County existed as part of Godfrey county. Godfrey county 
also included Chautauqua county. In 1860, Godfrey county was changed to Seward county. In just 
another year in 1861, when Kansas became a state, Seward County was renamed Howard county. 
Howard County was named in honor of O.O. Howard, a veteran of the Civil War, having served in the 
Union Army. Howard was one of the largest counties in Kansas at the time of 42 miles long and 31 
miles wide. Most people in the county felt the size of Howard county was too large to be maintained 
efficiently by a single county government. …  

  
Howard County was eventually split between in 1875; the south half becoming Chautauqua County, and the 
north half becoming Elk County and “named for the river that runs northwest to the southeast through the 
county.”10 

 
8 “How The New Deal Changed American Architecture | The Leonard Lopate Show,” WNYC, August 24, 2017, 

https://www.wnyc.org/story/how-new-deal-changed-architecture/, min 1-9:30. 
9 “20th Century Architecture: Art Deco”, http://architecture-history.org/schools/ART%20DECO.html.  
10 National Register of Historic Places nomination, Howard National Bank Buildings, Howard, Elk County, Kansas. 

Listed December 22, 2020.  

http://architecture-history.org/schools/ART%20DECO.html
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The Gym is in the City of Elk Falls, Kansas. Elk Falls has a rich history and at one time was the county seat. 
The City was the first located and improved town in the county. The Elk Falls are on the Elk River on the North 
side of town and churned the grist and flour mill, built in 1875. Highway 160 was moved to the north side of the 
falls. Originally the highway was located through town and an iron truss bridge with wooden flooring brought 
motorists across the Elk River. Currently, this bridge is open to pedestrian traffic only. 
 
The residents are active in maintaining and promoting our history. Elk Falls is the final resting place of 
Prudence Crandall, an educator from Connecticut. She is known for starting an all-Black girl’s school in 
Connecticut. When she was driven out of Connecticut for starting the school, her brother bought her property in 
Elk Falls. In 1831, Prudence and her sister started a boarding school for girls in Canterbury, Connecticut. 
Canterbury folks demanded the school be segregated when she admitted a Black girl. In 1833, Prudence closed 
the school and opened it again for Black girls. Canterbury folks began to persecute her and her pupils. The 
school was eventually closed, and Prudence was put in jail. A number of Influential people came to her aid. She 
was brought to trial and her case was taken to the Supreme Court, where it was dismissed on a technicality. 
Prudence Crandall remained in Elk Falls until her death in 1890 and is buried in the Elk Falls Cemetery next to 
her brother Hezekiah. Her tombstone is the only Italian marble tombstone in the cemetery. Two historic markers 
devoted to her are located on the west side of town.  
 
There is minimal information and official documents on Elk Falls. A fire destroyed the courthouse in 1906 
and most documentation was lost. Information is obtained in one book, Elk County A Narrative History of Elk 
County and Its People, published in 1979. Few articles and deed documents are available.  
 
According to the book, Elk County, the first settlers took claims in 1868. It was originally the county seat until 
1875. Once the county seat was moved to Howard, Elk Falls began to decrease in population and commerce. 
The highest population was 1,100, now approximately 120. This has never stopped the spirit of Elk Falls. The 
falls and truss bridge brings sightseers and tourist. The Friends of Elk Falls Association volunteers to maintain 
the area around the falls. The 1893 Iron Truss Bridge is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The 
Elk Falls Association is also in charge of the annual Outhouse Tour Festival held in November, the weekend 
before Thanksgiving. The festival brings around 1,000 plus participants to the city over a two-day period. The 
towns people cook and sell crafts, including jars of gravel which are purchased and then poured into the 
potholes of the city’s streets. Approximately 25 or more outhouses decorated in different themes. Participants 
and visitors vote on the favorite outhouse.  
 
The population is approximately 120 residents. It is the smallest town in Elk County. According to the 2000 
censes, the median income for a household in Elk County was $27,267, and the median income for a family was 
$34,148. Males had a median income of $28,580 versus $16,219 for females. The per capita income for the 
county was $16,066. About 9.20% of families and 13.80% of the population were below the poverty line, 
including 18.80% of those under age 18 and 15.00% of those age 65 or over.  
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Conclusion 
 
The Elk Falls High School Gymnasium is eligible for listing under the New Deal-Era Resources of Kansas 
Multiple Property Documentation for Education as a great example of the “educational facilities” property 
type. Educational facilities were constructed in association with a school, but combination auditoriums and 
gymnasiums were typically separate buildings adjacent school buildings. Not only did these resources serve 
the school, but they also served the community as a gathering place. Restrained Moderne and Art Deco styles 
with stylized characteristics were used for these buildings. To be listed under the New Deal Era Resources of 
Kansas MPDF a building must be constructed with New Deal funds and labor between 1932 and 1943 to 
consider being listed under Criterion A for their association with New Deal Programs. The Elk School 
Gymnasium meets the minimum requirements as it was constructed in 1935 with WPA funds and labor. 
Furthermore, the property maintains its original aspects of integrity as the property has not been moved or 
significantly altered since its construction. Furthermore, the roof takes clear inspiration from the principles of 
aerodynamics and curved corners of popular automobiles of the time. The principled material of the building 
is 6’ reinforced concrete, a newer construction material of the time, meaning the building a spectacular 
example of Art Deco design and construction materials used by the WPA in the 1930s.  
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 designated a National Historic Landmark  University 
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 recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________    
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

10.  Geographical Data                                                               
 
Acreage of Property Less than one 
 
 
Provide latitude/longitude coordinates OR UTM coordinates.  
(Place additional coordinates on a continuation page.) 
 
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates  
Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
 
1  37.373753  -96.194252  3       
 Latitude:  Longitude:      Latitude: 

 
Longitude: 
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Verbal Boundary Description (describe the boundaries of the property) 
 
The Elk Falls High School Gymnasium sits on a larger 2.1 acres parcel that historically included the Elk Falls 
High School building; however, it was demolished. ELK FALLS ORIGINAL CITY, ACRES 2.1, LOTS 217 
THRU 240 & VAC ALLEY LYING BETWEEN GREENWOOD & MONTGOMERY STS SECTION 03 
TOWNSHIP 31 RANGE 11E. On the parcel adjacent the Gym on the west side is a one-room schoolhouse, and 
playground, not associated with the construction of the Gym. The boundary is limited to the Gymnasium as it is 
the only building on the parcel tied to the New Deal-era programs and WPA project.  
 
The south/main elevation sits approximately 35-ft north of Montgomery Street. The west elevation sits 
approximately 130-ft east of 11th Street. The east elevation sits approximately 164-ft from 10th Street. The north 
elevation sits approximately 222-ft from Greenwood/Hwy 160.  
 
Boundary Justification (explain why the boundaries were selected)  
 
The boundary is limited to the historic Gymnasium as it is the only building on the parcel tied to the New Deal-
era programs and WPA project. It is a great example of an educational facility, auditorium/gymnasium subtype 
defined in the New Deal-era Resources of Kansas MPFD.  
 
     
11. Form Prepared By  

name/title  Carl Mitchell; Council President and KS-SHPO 

organization City of Elk Falls, KS  date 02/18/2023 

street & number  1400 Montgomery Street telephone 620-330-7832 

city or town   Elk Falls,  state KS zip code  67345 

e-mail Cmitchell1919@currently.com 
 
     
Property Owner:  (complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO)  

name City of Elk Falls 

street & number  1400 Montgomery Street telephone 620-330-7832 

city or town   Elk Falls, state KS zip code 67345 

 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.). 
 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including  time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 
 
Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 
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Photographs 
Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each digital image must be 1600x1200 pixels (minimum), at 300 
ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs to a sketch map or aerial map. Each photograph must be numbered 
and that number must correspond to the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of the 
photographer, photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on every 
photograph. 
 
Photograph Log 
 
  Name of Property:  Elk Falls High School Gymnasium 
  City or Vicinity:  Elk Falls 
  County: Elk State:  Kansas 
  Photographer: KSHS, Jamee Fiore Krivenko 
  Date Photographed: September 26, 2023 

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include a description of view indicating the direction of 
camera: 
 

Photo 
Number View Description 

#1 N South / main façade 

#2 N Closeup of the entrance 

#3 NW Oblique of the south and east elevations 

#4 W East elevation 

#5 SW Oblique of the east and north elevations 

#6 SE Oblique of the north and west elevations 

#7 E West elevation 

#8 SW Interior, view of the main room 

#9 SE Interior, view of the main room 

#10 N Interior, view of the main room 

#11 NW Interior, view of the main room 

#12 -- Interior entrance and historic door 

#13 -- Overview of interior office space 

#14 -- Overview of interior office space 
 
 
 
 
Figures 

Include GIS maps, figures, scanned images below. 
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