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5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.)

Category of Property
(Check only one box.)

X | private building(s)
X | public - Local X | district
public - State site
public - Federal structure
object

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing  Noncontributing

61 18 buildings
sites
structures
objects

61 18 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

COMMERCE: Business, Specialty Store,
Department Store, Financial Institution,

Restaurant, Organizational

DOMESTIC: Hotel

SOCIAL: Meeting Hall

GOVERNMENT: Post Office

RECREATION/CULTURE: Theater

RELIGION: Religious Facility

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

COMMERCE: Business, Specialty Store,

Restaurant, Warehouse

AGRICULTURAL/SUBSISTENCE: Processing

COMMERCE: Restaurant

DOMESTIC: Multiple-Dwelling

EDUCATION: Library

GOVERNMENT: Government Office

RECREATION/CULTURE: Music Facility,

Museum

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

LATE VICTORIAN: Italianate

LATE 19t & 20t CENTURY REVIVALS: Classical
Revival, Mission Revival

LATE 19" & EARLY 20t CENTURY AMERICAN
MOVEMENTS: Commercial Style

MODERN MOVEMENT: Art Deco, Moderne

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions.)

foundation:  Stone, Brick, Concrete

walls: Brick, Stone, Concrete, Stucco

roof:  Asphalt, Synthetic, Metal

other:
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Narrative Description

Summary

The Chestnut Street Historic District is comprised of eighty-one resources in downtown Hays, Kansas. The
extant buildings within the district were built between 1874 and 1969. The purpose of this revision to the 2008
district nomination is updating the Statement of Significance (Section 8) to include mid-century development
and a slight expansion of the district boundary to Fort Street between W. 10" and 11" Streets to include two
prominent mid-century buildings in the historic district boundary. Additionally, buildings within the existing
district boundary have been re-evaluation (where applicable) to capture those properties that may now fall
within the new period of significance, which is 1874 — 1972. The district is significant under Criterion A in the
area of Community Planning and Development as an outstanding collection of buildings that convey the
development of a western Kansas town.

Elaboration

This revision to the original 2008 nomination provides the historic context for mid-century development
extending the period of significance to 1972 and expanding the district boundary to include two prominent
Modern buildings at the west side of the district at 11" and Fort. The updated and expanded district contains
buildings reflecting the development of Hays’ business district ranging from early native limestone buildings to
mid-twentieth century storefronts and modern mid-century buildings. A total of eighty-one resources are
located within the district, including two resources individually listed in the National Register. Sixty-one of the
extant resources contribute to the districts’ historic significance (77 percent).

The Modern Movement

In the 2008 nomination, the period of significance extended to 1955, which included a few buildings
constructed during the Modern Movement generally reflecting the Art Deco style or simple modern storefronts
of the 1940s and early 1950s. A review of mid-century commercial architectural trends helps to reassess the
buildings in the district that post date the former 1955 cutoff and 1950s—1970s buildings around the district that
reflect the Modern Movement in Hays.

While the Art Deco and Art Moderne styles reflect the early Modern Movement with a break from classic
ordering and formal ornament of the revival styles, these early modern styles embraced ornament, albeit of
geometric or natural-based forms. These buildings were typically still load-bearing masonry structures and did
not reflect the structural innovations that characterize mid-century Modern buildings.! The Industrial
Revolution was a major force in modern architecture by supplying new methods of construction and new
building materials. The Modern Movement in architecture that began in earnest in the post-World War II
period, emphasized a design process, introduced function as a design criterion, and embraced advancements
in construction technique and materials. Modern architecture, in its simplest form, was based on the practical
use of materials, the principles of function, and the rejection of historic precedent and specifically, the use of
applied ornament.?

When comparing traditional one- and two-part commercial block buildings, post-war Modern commercial
buildings exhibit different characteristics from their neighbors. They are distinguished by their plain, unadorned
facades and by the use of materials including steel, aluminum and concrete. While some buildings were still
constructed of brick, most were built of concrete block with brick facades, and tan or blond brick gained favor in
contrast to the more-traditional red brick. More noticeable was a change in the design of the storefronts on the
post-war Modern buildings. Many of these buildings incorporated larger display windows with narrow or no
bulkhead and no transom over the display windows. Storefront configurations became asymmetrical and often

1 Peter Meijer. Thematic Survey of Modern Movement Non-Residential Architecture, 1945-1975 in St. Louis City. City of St. Louis
Cultural Resources Office. 2013, 90.
2 William J.R. Curtis. Modern Architecture Since 1900. Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, Inc. 1982, 14-30.
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included angled display windows back to entrances at one end of the storefront. Regardless of configurations,
windows and doors were punched masonry openings with hidden steel lintels versus coursed brick or stone
sills and lintels. Pilasters and bulkheads were rarely distinguished as separate storefront elements; rather
many commercial block buildings had flush brick facades with no articulation of traditional storefront
components except the storefront system. The parapets of Modern commercial buildings typically lack the
brick corbelling or subtle stone detailing common on Commercial Style buildings and generally have a simple
concrete or stone cap in lieu of the brick or tile caps found on the 1920s facades.

These design characteristics are typical of the Modern Movement in architecture, forgoing all forms of
ornamentation with a focus on simple materials and the function of the interior space. While the 2008 district
nomination included several late 1940s and early 1950s buildings, some embodied subtle Art Deco of Moderne
detailing but others such as the Western Auto Building on W. 9", the Sears Building on W. 12", the Haigler
Building at 707 Main Street were representative of mid-century simplified commercial blocks. The updated
nomination brings additional contributing resources like the Sahli Building, a simple blond brick facade with a
flat canopy over simple symmetrical storefront built in 1953 and Denning’s Barber Shop on W. 9", a concrete
block building with a red and black brick facade with punched openings at asymmetrical door and window
openings built in 1969. The Middlekauff Doctors’ Building at 111 W. 10" illustrates an asymmetrical version of
a modern one-story storefront with textured stone end panels in varied width framing a storefront with high
clearstory windows with stacked brick tile below and a blond brick facade above. Built in 1963 to house
doctors’ offices, the design illustrates the use of varied materials and asymmetry to distinguish it from
traditional commercial storefronts.

The “modernization” of traditional commercial storefronts was viewed as a sign of progress throughout the
twentieth century. Common alterations included the installation of aluminum-framed display windows,
structural glass or other cladding, the replacement of original wood bulkheads with concrete, brick or tile, and
the application of stucco to achieve a smooth, clean finish. Many businesses remodeled the interior of their
stores and offices at the same time and lowered ceilings. This alteration often resulted in the covering of
transoms on the building’s exterior, typically with a business sign or cladding. Modern Movement facade
alterations were common among traditional commercial storefronts and are included in the district’'s period of
significance. Reviewing downtown photographs, it is clear that Hays experienced another common post-WI|
phenomenon with the installation of aluminum slipcovers or new simplified masonry facades that were installed
to “modernize” their buildings without building anew. Most of these coverings have now been removed; the
Tholen Buildings in the 800 block of Main Street being the latest example. The metal coverings were removed
in 2021 revealing the early twentieth century brick and terracotta facades beneath and the buildings are now
undergoing rehabilitation projects.

Main Street looking north, 1967 Hays High School Yearbook Slipcover on Wieners’ Building, 1968 Fort Hays State College Reveille Yearbook
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As is typical of all periods of commercial development in business districts, the most distinguished examples of
architectural styles tended to be corner buildings housing prominent local businesses, civic organizations,
public buildings or financial institutions. The Masonic Hall at 1101 Main Street built in 1947 and the Fox
Theater Building at 1202 Main, built in 1950 are both outstanding examples of Modern buildings in downtown
Hays each embodying subtle form and detailing characteristic of the Art Deco style. While there are no
traditional examples of the International Style, Neo Formalism, or Brutalism in downtown Hays, there are a few
distinct examples of mid-century Modern buildings that characterize that era of development. The Hays
Building and Loan Association built their new free-standing “modern” bank building at 1011 Fort Street in 1952.
The building is a horizontal rectangular form distinguished by its use of random-course natural and ashlar
stone sheathing over a smooth red marble base. Although the building has individual regularly-spaced
windows, continuous stone bands at window lintels and sills reinforce the building’s horizontal character. The
asymmetry of the building is established by the location of building entrances that occur at the building’s
corners.

The Hays National Bank Building is one of the most extreme extant examples of the Modern Movement,
completed in 1965 at 11" and Main. This two-story building is a solid mass with terrazzo aggregate panel
sheathing that is broken by exposed full-height steel columns in the center of narrow slot windows. The front
entrance is defined by a curved wall of Colorado stone with glass side walls that give it a sense of floating,
offset from the main building.

The Southwestern Bell Building is a tall three-story building with penthouse at the corner of 11" and Fort
Streets that was constructed in 1967 and stands as one of the districts predominant modern buildings. The
height of the building is accentuated by stone-framed vertical spandrel panels in each bay along street
facades. The spandrels feature etched granite panels between multi-light steel windows on each floor. The
facade of the building is unadorned variegated orange brick with a simple stone parapet cap. The center bay
on the west facade projects slightly from the building facade and a flat aluminum canopy caps the one-story
entrance clad in green granite.

As a grouping, the updated and expanded Chestnut Street Historic District reflects the continuum of
commercial development in Hays. This collection of extant buildings retains a degree of integrity forming a
district with a visible sense of time and place that conveys the city’s one-hundred-and fifty-year history.

Building Inventory

An updated list of district resources with contributing status is provided in Figure 10 at the end of the
nomination. Below is a summary of those buildings within the existing district whose status has changed due
to modifications since the 2008 nomination or the current (2022) update of the period of significance. The list
includes changes in resource status on the 2008 nomination formerly documented by the Kansas State
Historical Society (SHPO). The building numbers reflect the resource numbers in the 2008 district nomination.
The final three resources listed are the new inclusions in the district resulting from the proposed (2022)
expanded boundary at W. 10" and Fort Streets.

#5 — Store Building, 701-705 Main Street, ca. 1939, Changed to Contributing (January 2015 SHPO)

#25 —Denning’s Barber Shop Building 130 W. 9" Street, 1969 — Change to Contributing

This one-story concrete block building is free-standing and has a black and red brick facade with punched
masonry openings. A two-light display window is located on the west portion of the storefront and a single
door with glass sidelight is located at the east end of the storefront. The door and display windows are
aluminum-framed glass with aluminum finish. The base of the storefront is the same brick on the rest of the
facade with no articulation of pilasters or bulkhead, typical of post-WWII commercial storefronts. A 1974
newspaper photo illustrates that the building clearly conveys its original design. The building later had a tall
mansard shingle awning spanning the width of the building but the mansard awning was removed in 2021.

5
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Based on the extended period of significance for the district, this 1969 building is a contributing resource. See
Figure 2 at end of nomination.

William Denning operated a barber shop in Hays from at least 1957, located for several years in the Mulroy
Hotel at 1108 Main Street. He moved to 130 W. 9th in October 1969 (HDN, 12 Oct 1969, 16). Denning’s shop
was replaced six years later by Exquisitely Yours Pet Shoppe, in business at this location for the next two
years (HDN, 9 Oct 1975, 2). 130 W. 9" is not extant on a 1940 Union Pacific aerial photograph, nor is it listed
in the 1963 city directory, but the building is listed in the 1970s city directories and extant in a June 1974
newspaper photo. The building currently houses Tomatos Pizza.

#28 — Krueger Building, 811 Fort Street — 1878-1879, Demolished 2012 — Delete from district resources
The Krueger Building was condemned by the City of Hays due to deteriorated condition and was demolished
22 August 2012. It was one of three resources in the historic district individually listed in the National Register
at the time of the district nomination (2008); the building was removed from National Register 2 January 2013
and should be deleted as a resource in the Chestnut Street Historic District. The site is currently a vacant lot
(2022). See Figure 3 at end of nomination.

#31 — Tholen Building, 802 Main Street (108 S. Chestnut St) ca. 1922 — Change to Contributing

The metal facade covering was removed in 2020 re-exposing the original brick facade in preparation for
rehabilitation. Although projecting terracotta detailing was damaged when the facade covering was installed in
1974, re-exposure of the brick facade conveys a moderate degree of integrity that renders the building a
contributor to the district. See Figure 4 at end of nomination.

Kuhn's Market recently opened in the storefront space and apartments are under construction on the second
floor.

#32 — Tholen Building, 804 Main Street (106 S. Chestnut Street) ca. 1917 — Change to Contributing

The metal facade covering was removed in 2020 re-exposing the original brick facade in preparation for
rehabilitation. Although projecting terracotta detailing was damaged when the facade covering was installed in
1974, re-exposure of the brick facade conveys a moderate degree of integrity that renders the building a
contributor to the district. See Figure 4 at end of nomination.

Big Smoke Barbeque is located in the storefront and apartments are under construction on the second floor.

#43 — Sahli/Purdy Pharmacy Building, 109 W. 10" Street, 1953 — Change to Contributing

The facade of this blond brick one-part commercial block building has a recessed central entrance flanked by
large display windows and topped with a flat metal awning. The roof is flat, and the parapet is capped with
stone. The existing storefront is a ca. 2015 replacement in the original masonry opening. The date of
construction is documented (incorrectly reported in the 2008 nomination) and the existing building closely
reflects its 1953 design. The building is a contributing resource in the historic district. See Figures 5 & 6 at
end of nomination.

John A. Sahli purchased the property with a former building extant in 1936, from early Hays businessman W.
W. Oshart. Sahli replaced the former structure with this modern building in 1953 (HDN, 21 Sep 1953). The
building was originally occupied as a doctors’ office that moved next door to 111 W. 10" in 1963. John Eddie
Purdy, remodeled, redecorated, and opened Purdy’s Pharmacy for business in February 1963 (HDN 10 Feb
1963, 14). In July 1964, Purdy got a building permit to add a vertical sign for his business (HDN, 20 Jul 1964,
2). A 1967 advertisement shows the building and sign (HDN, 30 Jun 1967, HPL Buildings clipping file).
Advertisements confirm the business remained at 109 W 10" until at least 1981 (ECS, 16 Jul 1981, 2). The
building currently houses a law office.
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#44 — Middlekauff Doctors’ Building, 111 W. 10" Street, 1963 — Change to Contributing

The facade of this one-part commercial building is distinguished by its asymmetrical form with vertical panels of
field stone framing a central storefront. The vertical band is wider on the east end with a two-light window.
The upper facade above the storefront is blond brick with a concrete parapet cap and a flat metal awning
separates the upper facade from the storefront. The storefront is also asymmetrical with stacked brown brick
veneer with blond brick vertical stripes on the west portion of the storefront with a horizontal band of clearstory
windows located below the canopy. A full-height aluminum-framed storefront is located at the east end of the
storefront with a single door. The existing storefront is a ca. 2015 replacement and the existing field stone on
the vertical end piers replaced the original aggregate panels at the same time. The building retains its original
form and asymmetrical storefront. The replacement storefront and new stone sheathing does not diminish the
building’s historic character-defining features to a degree that renders it a non-contributor. The building is a
good example of a mid-century version of a one-part commercial block and conveys its modern design. Based
on the extended period of significance for the district, this 1963 building is a contributor to the historic district.
See Figure 6 at end of nomination.

In August 1961, owner Jack Middlekauff got a permit to raze a frame building at 111 W. 10" St. One year
later, Middlekauff and his sister Doris Dimes (co-owner) began constructing the existing building at 111 W. 10™
St (HDN, 25 Jul 1962, 1). The property had been owned by the Middlekauff family since J.H. Middlekauff, the
first doctor in Hays, had a clinic in a frame building on this site. Middlekauff practiced in Hays from 1874-1920
(Dr. Middlekauff built the existing downtown building at 110-112 W. 11" Street in 1925). In February 1963,
Hays doctors John C. Artman, Wm. Brewer, Norman Hull, and Lloyd Reynolds moved from 109 W. 10" next
door, to this larger new building (HDN, 4 Feb 1963, 2). The doctors are listed in the 1963 Polk directory and
remained at 111 through at least the early 1970s. The building now houses the offices of Downing-Nelson Oil
Company.

#45 — Judd Building, 113 (115) W. 10" Street, ca. 1895 — formerly changed to Contributing (October
2008 SHPO)

#51-52-53 — Oddfellow’s Block 1107-1109-1111 Main Street, ca.1896 — formerly combined into a single
Contributing Resource (SHPO)

#71 — Hays National Bank, 1108 Main, 1965 — Change to Contributing

A bank advertisement in 1967 Centennial Edition boasted, “Modern Banking Came to Hays in 1964” (HDN 25
Jun 1967). After demolishing the vacated Mulroy Hotel, the Hays National Bank built this two-story Modern
building, designed by Designs, Inc. of Denver and built by Hahner-Foreman-Cale of Great Bend. Schumacher
Bros. Construction of Hays installed the Colorado moss rock on the front of the building. The concrete block
building conveys primary tenets of the Modern Movement in architecture. The steel columns are exposed
along the sides of the building in vertical slot windows contrasting with raw terrazzo wall panels on the
rectangular building form. The front street facade is asymmetrical with a curved stone wall offset from the
building facade with glass curtain walls on the north and south, framing the glass building entrance. The rear
facade is concrete block with a textured stucco finish and a contrasting aggregate panel toward the south end
defining the rear entry bay. Located at 12" and Main Streets, the building sits on a corner lot with a narrow
drive-through lane off Main Street south of the building, exiting on 12" Street east of the building. The drive
through is a central rectangular box for tellers with flared canopies that extend up to cover the drive-through
lanes on each side. The building is an intact representative of modern banking facilities and contributes to the
historic significance of the district. See Figure 7 at end of nomination.

Hays National Bank held its grand opening on May 29, 1965. The modern building at 1108 Main housed
eleven professional offices included CPA, travel, and security firms as well as several insurance, realty, and
law offices. U.S. Representative Keith Sebelius had his local office on the second floor in 1969-1970. The

7
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basement housed a community room seating seventy-five with a kitchen, the bank board room, fire-proof
records storage, and the Chamber of Commerce office from 1965-1970 ([HDN 28 May 1965, 1 & 16). The
bank dropped its national charter and became Hays State Bank in 1976. The bank was sold in 1981 and
ultimately closed in 1986 after a failed merger with Kansas State Bank and Trust Co. of Wichita. Farmers
State Bank of Hays bought the assets. Hays State Bank was the fourteenth bank to close its doors in Kansas
in 1986, the most in a given year since the Great Depression when 43 banks closed (HDN 25 Mar 1981 and 4
Dec 1986, 1 & 6).

#73 — Singer Store Building, 114 E. 12" Street, 1946 — Changed to Contributing (July 2011 KSHS)

#82 — Hays Building and Loan, 1011 Fort Street, 1952 — Contributing (in expanded district)

This two-story free-standing building was built on the corner of 11" and Fort Streets in 1952. Rectangular in
form with a flat roof, the building is sheathed in random coursed ashlar limestone on the upper facade with a
concrete parapet cap. A ribbed cornice divides the upper and lower facades; the lower-level street facades
feature narrow natural-faced limestone veneer between windows with a base of red marble. Red marble
distinguishes a corner entry bay with a recessed glass door with sidelights at the north end of the east facade
and a single-light window on the east end of the north facade. A rear door at the south end of the east facade
has a narrow marble surround with stone cap with three horizontal windows on the upper floor above the rear
door. The east facade is six bays in width while the north facade is three bays. Regularly-spaced steel
windows are located on each floor in the center four bays on the east and across the three bays on the north
except at the first-floor east end-bay that has a single-light window in the entry vestibule. The windows have a
subtle variation in the style of ground-floor versus upper-floor unit. The upper level has three-light vertical units
over an operable lower horizontal panel; the lower-level units are similarly configured but taller with a single-
light transom above the three vertical lights, with the same operable lower hopper panel. The secondary
facades are tan brick with no marble. The rear/south facade is three bays in width with a window in each bay
on each floor, like the front facade. The west facade has a single door in the center of the lower-level with no
window openings and seven windows across the upper-level of the facade. The windows on the south and
west sides are two vertical lights over a lower hopper panel. Bays five and six on the west (counting from the
north) are small windows likely corresponding to bathrooms on the interior. The building is an excellent intact
representative of the Modern Movement in downtown Hays and contributes to the historic significance of the
district. See Figure 8 at end of nomination.

Hays Building and Loan Association was formed in October 1919 by local Hays citizens in response to the
need for new homes and available financing in the post-WW!I period. Initially, the Association often had to
make loans that were assigned to banks in the eastern part of the state where funds were more plentiful.
Formerly renting office space on Main Street, the Association had grown to a point that it required larger
guarters. They hired the architectural firm Leaper and Gilbert to design a modern bank building with rental
offices on the upper floors. The building opened at 11" and Fort Streets in 1952. By 1960, the bank held over
$11M in assets, which grew to over $16.8M by 1966 (Annual Reports available in the HPL, Business files).

The Building and Loan Association remained in this building in 1970s with a variety of upper-floor office tenants
including lawyers, physicians, insurance, and security firms. The building is now privately owned and leased to
Ellis County for their Corrections Office.

#83 — Southwestern Bell Building, 126 W. 11" Street, 1967 (1976 addition) — Contributing (in expanded
district)

This 1967 building is an excellent representative of modern corporate buildings. The rectangular form was
free-standing at the corner of W. 11" and Fort Streets with a large penthouse bay at the west end of the
building, inset from the lower floors. The penthouse is unadorned square stone panels with a simple stone
parapet cap. The building has variegated orange brick facades finely detailed with stone and granite. The
front facade, facing west on Fort Street, is three bays wide with the center bay projecting slightly. Full-height
spandrel panels are located in the center of each bay with green granite, etched with a geometric pattern,
located between multi-light steel windows at each floor. The entrance is a central one-story projecting bay
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comprised of an aluminum-framed glass storefront system with granite surround and topped by a flat aluminum
canopy. The north facade is eight bays in width with full-height vertical spandrels defining each bay as on the
front facade. The east end bay on the north facade provides a second street entrance into the building. The
recessed entrance has a single aluminum-framed glass door with sidelight, defined by a stone surround with
geometric patterns and a shallow stone pediment with raised corners. Glancing inside this entrance, the
interior retains original green mosaic tile flooring and tall marble wainscoting panels on the walls. A two-story
addition was constructed off the south side of the building in 1976, setback from the original building with a
hyphen connector bay. The addition spans to W. 10" Street and extends half the depth of the original building.
With a brown brick facade and recessed windows, the addition is subordinate to the original main building. A
one-story free-standing rectangular bay is located at the southeast corner of the site, housing equipment. The
building is an excellent intact representative of the Modern Movement and contributes to the historic
significance of the district. See Figure 9 at end of homination.

Hays citizens had telephone service beginning in 1900. United Telephone Company bought out the private
venture in 1916 that later sold to the Southwestern Bell Company. In 1922, Southwestern Bell constructed a
small one-story brick building at the corner of W. 11" and Fort Streets. With the growth in businesses and
population Bell required more space by the 1960s (HDN 25 Jun 1967). In 1967, Southwestern Bell completed
a three-story modern building on the same site following demolition of their former building. When finished it
was considered one of the largest buildings in western Kansas. A decade later, Bell expanded operations with
a large addition to the south. The 1970s addition required demolition of several existing historic buildings.

#84 — Havemann/Butler Furniture Building, 119 W. 10" Street, 1876/1909 —

Contributing (in expanded district)
The east half of the existing building is the original structure, built in 1896; the west half was a 1909 expansion
of the 1896 building. The upper facade is clad in stamped metal that looks like brick capped by a bracketed
wood cornice with paneled frieze. Wood window surrounds with pedimented hoods distinguish the upper
facade. The cornice and hoods are representative of the Italianate style. A shed canopy with corrugated metal
roof and wood posts date to a 2015 remodel when the building was converted to apartments. The storefront
was modified with downsized windows creating a tall bulkhead with horizontal siding. A single door in the
center of the storefront serves as the primary entrance. The sides and rear of the building have stucco
parging. Built and occupied for nearly sixty years by a furniture store, the 2015 conversion to residential use
altered the character of the building by downsizing storefront windows and using horizontal siding on the
storefront. However, the upper floor of the building reflects the Italianate design of the 1896 construction and
1909 expansion. The building is a contributing resource in the district. See Figure 6 at end of nhomination.

In 1874, Frank Havemann opened the first furniture business in Hays. His 1876 newspaper advertisement lists
furniture, cabinets, and undertaking. In 1896, Havemann built a new store at the current address of 119 10"
Street (previously N. Main Street). He constructed a two-story frame annex in 1909, adding brick one year
later. Frank’s son Gus joined his father’s business, taking it over in the 1910s. Telephone directories list Gus
Havemann Furniture & Undertaker here in 1923. The building and business were bought by George H. Butler
in 1926 (HDN, 13 Jun 1961). Butler Furniture and Undertaker are listed at 119 in city directories from 1926
through the 1940s and a 1937 Hays Library photograph identifies the building as Butler Furniture Co. and
Mortuary. By the 1950s, the mortuary business was dropped, and Butler Furniture remained until 1966. An
appliance store replaced Butler through the early 1970s, followed by Midwest Music in 1976.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National
Register listing.)

A Property is associated with events that have made a
X significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

I:l D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)
Property is:

A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D acemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

Period of Significance (justification)

Areas of Significance

Community Planning and Development

Period of Significance

1874 — 1972

Significant Dates
1895 (fire)

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
Woods, Speck

Bihr, Jr., Samuel W.

Leaper and Gilbert

Designs, Inc. (Denver)

The period of significance for the district spans from 1874, the date of construction of the earliest extant building to 1972,
the fifty-year cut off for significance when no other date or justification is present for ending the period of significance. The
primary purpose for updating the nomination was to expand the statement of significance to include mid-century
development in downtown Hays. There does not appear to be a clear end date for development in the area; however, this
update/expansion captures what SHPO determined eligible as of 2022.

Criteria Considerations (justification)

None
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Narrative Statement of Significance

Summary

The Chestnut Historic District consists of eighty-one contributing buildings in downtown Hays, Kansas. With
this update and boundary expansion, the period of significance will extend to 1972, allowing for the inclusion of
Modern buildings constructed between 1955 and 1972. The district remains an outstanding collection of
buildings that reflect the development of a western town, which continued from the immediate post-WWII era
through the next three decades. With the inclusion of these mid-century buildings the district conveys the
ability of a small downtown commercial center to compete and maintain its relevance during a period in which
Americans continually looked to suburbia to meet their needs.

Elaboration

A Western Town Becomes a Regional Hub

Hays, Kansas was no exception to the post-WWII building boom that occurred across the United States. Half
of all buildings constructed in Hays between 1930 and 1949 were built in 1948-1949.% The city began to focus
on existing water, sewer, and power systems, all of which were modernized during the 1950s. Thirty miles of
paved roads, new city lighting, and forty new parking garages helped to support and sustain businesses and
residential growth in the downtown area.

While oil had been discovered in Ellis County in 1926, the 1950s saw record production. In 1951, 400 new
wells were drilled. By the mid-1960s, 2,600 wells were pumping oil into the local economy. The county was
home to more than 170 oil industry businesses, many of which were located in Hays. The agricultural industry
also played a significant role in the economy including livestock and crops, particularly wheat that was milled
into flour in Hays at the rate of over 1,000 barrels a day through the 1950s.4

Between 1964 and 1967 more than 100 new businesses opened in Hays joining seventy-five firms that
expanded over the same period. Bank deposits for 1966 were triple those of 1948. While the city experienced
an immediate post-WWII boom, the 1960s surpassed the late 1940s in Hays. Construction permits in 1966
were four times their number in 1947.5 The year 1964 represented the pinnacle with 480 building permits
issued.

In celebration of Hays’ centennial in 1967, a commemorative book called Indians to Industry explained that
with the post-war boom Hays lost its small-town identity changing to the hub of industry in western Kansas with
the greatest expansion of population and business in its history.® Advances in education, medicine,
agriculture, oil, and transportation were noted as contributors. Only a year earlier Hays’ growth was noted in
the Hutchinson News where it touted the addition of schools, churches, and businesses, as well as the tourist
facilities blossoming between Interstates 40 and 70.” What made this growth notable was that it did not drain
downtown of its businesses or their customers.

Hays Building and Loan Association built a new modern facility at 11" and Fort Streets in 1952, which provided
modern office space for professional offices on the upper floors. In the following decade downtown Hays
added a modern library (begun in 1968) and three new bank buildings. In 1961, the Farmers State Bank
opened a modern facility at 718 Main. Then Hays National Bank opened in May 1965 bring drive-through
tellers to downtown Hays. By providing space for eleven professional offices, a large community room, and a

3 “City Gets New Look in Postwar.” Hays Daily News. 9 Apr 1950.
4 Maureen Winter. “The ‘Boom Years’ Since WWII.” Indians to Industry. Hays, KS: Ellis County Star, July 1967.
5 Ibid.
5 Ibid.
7 “Hays Splitting its Seams.” Hutchinson News. 24 Nov 1966.
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home for the Chamber of Commerce (1963-1970), the bank building became a cluster of downtown business
activity. First National Bank, who purchased Citizen's State Bank, converted the Larmar Hotel into an office
building in 1967 with their new one-story bank at the base of the 1930s hotel, complete with drive-through
facilities. The construction of a large new Southwestern Bell facility at 11" and Fort the same year provided
additional employment for Hays residents.

In 1967 Hays population grew to 13,763 residents, while Ellis County topped 22,000. Fort Hays State
University contributed to the expansion.® Between 1949 and 1968, college admissions jumped 500 percent,
rising to 5,000 students, 250 faculty and 400 other employees.® To keep up with increasing number of
students, two new women'’s and one men’s dormitory were constructed, and existing dorms were expanded.
New classroom buildings were added as well as the modern Forsyth Library in 1967. In 1973, the college
would complete a $7M fieldhouse and physical education facility.

The city grew north moving closer to the nexus of Highway 183 and Interstate 70. Retail stores following the
housing boom outside the city core throughout the 1960s, moved to new strip centers co-locating with grocery
stores and entertainment venues such as bowling alleys and restaurants. In 1970, Hays built a shopping mall
on Vine Street near 170. In 1974, the First National Bank of Hays opened a “motor bank” at 27" and Vine,
focusing on commuters by offering longer hours and most of the services of the main location downtown where
traffic congestion had become a problem. During the same year a new city hall and fire station were
constructed north of downtown at 16" and Main Streets.

In 1972, Hays remained one of the fastest growing cities in Kansas. The population had topped 15,000 two
years earlier. Agribusiness and the oil industry continued to bolster the local economy. Growth in healthcare
capabilities expanded Hays'’ role in that industry including a $6M St. Anthony’s hospital and the addition of a
rehabilitation facility at Hadley Regional Medical Center, only one of three comprehensive rehab facilities in the
state at the time.

Although the City of Hays established an Urban Renewal Committee in 1970 to assist the City with downtown
redevelopment,'® the effort never resulted in the land-clearance programs seen in larger metropolitan cities.
Throughout the decades some historic buildings were lost to fire or demolition, primarily replaced by new
construction. The 1990s development of the railroad right-of-way in the center of downtown provided needed
parking. The business district has continued to evolve, meeting the changing needs of the region and town.
Participation in the National Main Street Program for more than twenty years has generated ongoing
improvement efforts to strengthen downtown’s physical, economic and marketing position to ensure an
ongoing viable future. The city’s diversification, with a strong commercial and civic core downtown has
solidified Hays'’ role as a regional center in northwest Kansas.

8 Fort Hays State College was elevated to university status in 1977.
® Ted Tow. “College’s History Spans 65 Years.” Indians to Industry. 70-72.
10 “Good News Outweighs Bad.” Hays Daily News 28 Feb 1971,8.
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property  Approx. 14.5 acres

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates
Datum if other than WGS84:

1 38.868266 -99.330704 3 38.875016 -99.331594
Latitude: Longitude: Latitude: Longitude:

2 38.873211 -99.327345 4 38.870361 -99.334640
Latitude: Longitude: Latitude: Longitude:

Note: The district boundary jogs numerous times and does not lend itself to definition by coordinates. The above
coordinates reflect the rectangular area that encompasses the entire district boundary (as illustrated in Figure 1 at end of
the nomination)

Verbal Boundary Description (describe the boundaries of the property)

The boundary expansion extends the existing west boundary between West 10t and W. 11 Street west of Fort Street to
the west side of the Hays Building and Loan Association at 1011 Fort Street. This expansion brings three additional
buildings into the district boundary: 1) The Southwestern Bell/AT&T Telephone Building at 126 W. 11t (including the
south addition at 10" and Fort Street); 2) The Hays Building and Loan Association at 1011 Fort Street; and 3) The
Havemann/Butler Furniture Building at 119 W. 10t Street.

Boundary Justification (explain why the boundaries were selected)

The purpose of the 2022 revisions to the Chestnut Street Historic District Nomination was to update the document to
include a mid-century historic context (1955-1972). The expanded boundary includes two prominent mid-century
buildings (1951 and 1967) in the historic district.

11. Form Prepared By

name/titte Brenda and Michelle Spencer

organization Spencer Preservation date 1 February 2022

street & number 10150 Onaga Road telephone 785-456-9857

city or town Wamego state KS zZip code 66547
e-malil brenda@spencerpreservation.com

Property Owner: (complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO)

name See property owner list in Figure 11 at end of nomination
street & number telephone
city or town state zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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Additional Documentation

Photographs

Name of Property: Chestnut Street Historic District (2022 Update and Boundary Expansion)

City or Vicinity: Hays

County: Ellis State: Kansas
Photographer: Brenda Spencer, Spencer Preservation
Date

Photographed: 15 November 2021 and 24 January 2022

Note: # in photo description refers to resource # in nomination

Photo # Direction Date Description

1 of #15 SE 1-24-2022 #25 — Denning’s Barber Shop, after removal of mansard awning

2 of #15 SW 1-24-2022 #28 — Vacant lot is site of former Krueger Building, demolished 2012

3 of #15 NE 1-24-2022 #31-32 — Tholen Buildings after removal of metal facade covering 2021
4 of #15 E 1-24-2022 #31-32 — Tholen Buildings after removal of metal facade covering 2021
5 of #15 NW 1-24-2022 W.10%h Street from Main Street (#43, 44, 84, 83)

6 of #15 N 1-24-2022 #43 — Sahli Building/Purdy’s Pharmacy built 1953

7 of #15 NE 11-15-2021 #44 - Middlekauff Doctors’ Building built 1963

8 of #15 NE 1-24-2022 W. 10t Street from Fort Street (#83, 84)

9 of #15 N 1-24-2022 #84 — Havemann/Butler Furniture Building

10of #15 E 1-24-2022 #83 — Southwestern Bell Building (1967) with 1976 addition on south
11 of #15 SE 11-15-2021 #83 — Southwestern Bell Building from 11t and Fort Street

12 of #15 E 1-24-2022 #83 — Southwestern Bell Building detail of spandrel panels

13 of #15 SW 11-15-2021 #82 — Hays Building and Loan from 11t and Fort Street

14 of #15 E 1-24-2022 #71 — Hays National Bank front/west facade (1965)

15 of #15 SW 1-24-2022 #71 — Hays National Bank north and east facades w/ rear drive-through

Photo key on following page
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Above: Photo Key

On following Page: FIGURE 1 — Updated District Map with Lat/Long Coordinates and Status of Resources
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Between Shots

Co-stars Chris Connelly and Jodie Foster relax o filming sequence of "Paper Moon.” The actors and
during a break by playing Frisbee while the stage crew of the new TV series have been in Hays since
crew sets up the Bollig Barber Shop on W. 9th St for Thursday, filming at several locations.

FIGURE 2 — #25 Denning’s Barber Shop, 130 W. 9" Street
Left: Photograph in Hays Daily News, 30 Jun 1974, pg 1, shows brick facade five years after construction.

Right: ca.1980 photo, Pete Felten Downtown Scrapbook, Hays Public Library, shows mansard canopy since removed)

FIGURE 3 — #28 Krueger Building, 811 Fort Street demolished 2012
Left: Looking southwest at 9" and Fort Street at vacant lot, former site of Krueger Building (B.Spencer, 24 Jan 2022)

Right: Krueger Building Demolition 22 Aug 2012, khri survey record accessed online 29 Jan 2022 at
https://khri.kansasgis.org/index.cfm?in=051-2390-00012
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FIGURE 4 - #30-31 Tholen Buildings, 802-804 Main Street
Left: ca.1970 photo from Pete Felten Downtown Scrapbook, Hays Public Library

Right: Undated newspaper photo, Ellis County Clippings, Kansas State Historical Society

FIGURE 5 — Sahli Building/Purdy’s Pharmacy, 109 W. 10" Street
Left: Physicians move into new building at 109 W. 10" in 1953, later relocating to 111 W. 10"
Hays Daily News, 21 Sep 1953, Building clipping file, Hays Public Library

Right: Purdy’s Pharmacy moved to 109 W. 10" in 1963, advertisement four years later shows building
Ellis County Star Centennial Edition, July 1967
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FIGURE 6 - Sahli Building/Purdy’s Pharmacy, Middlekauff Doctors’ Building, Judd Building, and
Havemann/Butler Furniture Building and site of 1976 addition to SW Bell Building addition on far left- 100 block
of W. 10t Street

Upper: ca.1972 view of W. 10" Street, undated Hays Daily News photo, Hays Public Library building clipping files

Lower: ca.1980s photo, Pete Felten Downtown Scrapbook, Hays Public Library
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FIGURE 7 - #71 Hays National Bank Building, 1108 Main Street

Upper Left: Advertisement in 1965 Fort Hays State College Reveille Yearbook showing rendering of proposed new bank
and photograph showing bank under construction (walls are exposed concrete block prior to installation terrazzo panels)
Upper Right: Advertisement in 24 May 1965 Hays Daily News, pg. 3, showing another rendering of proposed new bank

Lower Left: Nighttime view of bank from advertisement in 1970 Fort Hays State College Reveille Yearbook
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FIGURE 8 - #82 Hays Building and Loan Building, 1011 Fort Street
Left: Rendering from advertisement, Indians to Industry, 1967 Centennial Booklet, Ellis County Star

Right: Advertisement showing building four years after construction, Fort Hays State College Reveille Yearbook, 1956

FIGURE 9 - #83 Southwestern Bell Building,
126 W. 11" Street

Advertisement in Ellis County Star Centennial Edition,
July 1967 (Ellis County Clippings, Kansas State
Historical Society). Ad shows original building at 11t
and Fort, replaced by existing building in 1967. Lower
photo is artist’s rendering of proposed building
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FIGURE 10 — Updated List of District Resources

C = Contributing Resource
NC = Non-contributing Resource

Bldg #

in d?strict Address Historic Name Contributing Status
1 100 W. 7th St. (First Presbyterian Church) (C)

2 700 Main St. (Standard Oil Service Station) (C)

3 706 Main St. (Hill's Store Building) (C)

4. 708 Main St. (Hill's Building) (C)

5. 701-705 Main St. (Store Building) (C) — SHPO reevaluated, changed to contributing 1/15/2015.
6

7

8

9

707 Main St. (Haigler Building) (C)
709 Main St. (Quality Bakery Building) (C)
711 Main St. (Meringer’s Tailor Shop Building) (C)
. 715 Main St. (George S. Grass Building) (NC)
10. 717 Main St. (Philip Hardware Building) (C)
11. 719 Main St. (Philip Hardware Store Building) (C)
12. 801 Main St. (Wiesner Building) (NC)
13. 805 Main St. (Grocery Store Building) (NC)
14. 807 Main St. (Zieglar Dry Goods Store) (NC)
15. 809 Main St. (Speck Woods Building) (C)
16. 104 W. 9th St. (Wolf Building) (C)
17. 106 W. 9th St. (Dreiling Building) (C)
18. 108-110 W. 9th St. (Store Building) (C)
19. 112 W. 9th St. (Tipton Baking Company Building) (NC)
20. 114 W. 9th St. (Western Auto Store) (C)
21. 120 W. 9th St (Store Buildings) (NC)
22. 124 W. 9th St. (Larzalere Building) (NC)
23. 126 W. 9th St. (Hoch Monument Building) (C)
24, 128 W. 9th St. (Kessler Building) (C)
25. 130 W. 9th St. (Denning’s Barber Shop Building) (C) Changed to contributing 2022
26. 32 W. 9th St. (Bogue Building) (NC)
27. 803 Fort St. (Treat and Schaffer Sash and Door Building) (C)
28. 811 Fort St. (Krueger Building) — Demolished 2012 and removed from National Register 2013
29. 208 W. 9th St. (Treat Schaffer Warehouse Building) (C)
30. 800 Main St. (Classic Store Building) (NC)
31. 802 Main St. (Tholen Building) (C) -Changed to contributing 2022
32. 804 Main St. (Tholen Building) (C) — Changed to contributing 2022
33. 806 Main St. (Schyler Store Building) (C)
34, 810 Main St. (Winter's Hardware Building) (NC)
35. 900 Main St. (Schwaller Lumber Building) (C)
36. 1001 Main St. (Citizen’s Bank Building) (C)
37. 1003-1005 Main St. (Brenner/Morrison Building) (C)
38. 1007 Main St. (King Brothers Drug Store Building) (C)
39. 1009 Main St. (W.S. Miles Bakery Building) (C)
40. 1011 Main St. (Store Building) (C)
41. 1013 Main St. Reeder Building) (C)
42. 107 W. 10th St. (Citizen’s State Bank Office Building) (C)
43. 109 W. 10th Street (Sahli/Purdy Pharmacy Building) (C) Changed to contributing 2022
44, 111 W. 10th St. (Middlekauff Doctors’ Building) (C) Changed to contributing 2022
45, 113-115 W. 10th St. (Judd Building) (C) Changed to contributing SHPO 2008
46. 114 W. 11th St. (Zimmerman Building) (NC)
47, 110-112 W. 11th St. (Middlekauff Building) (C)
48. 106 W. 11th St. (Sack Building) (C)
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FIGURE 10 - District Resource List continued

Bldg #
in d?strict Address Historic Name Contributing Status
49, 1101 Main St. (Masonic Hall) (C)
50. 109-117 W. 11th St. (Felten Block) (C)
51. (former #51, 52 & 53)
1107, 1109, 1111 Main St. (Oddfellow’s Block) (C) — per NPS amendment dated 9-30-2010
54. 106 W. 12th St. (Sears Store Building) (C)
55. 1008 Main St. (Post Office Building) (NC)
56. 1010 Main St. (Markwell Building) (C)
57. 1012 Main St. (A.P. Stainer & Son Building) (C)
58. 112 E. 11th St. (News Publishing Company Building) (C)
59. 114 E. 11th St. (Brass Rail Building) (C)
60. 116 E. 11th St. (Scheuler/Huser Building) (C)
61. 126 E. 11th St. (Citizens’ Lumber Building) (C)
62. 129 E. 11th St. (H.W. Fellows Building) (C)
63. 121 E. 11th St. (Safeway Building) (C)
64. 119 E. 11th St. (Western Auto Building) (C)
65. 115-117 E. 11th St. (Haffemeier Building) (C)
66. 113 E. 11th St. (Hays Hardware Store) (C)
67. 111 E. 11th St. (Store Building) (C)
68. 109 E. 11th St. (Store Building) (NC)
69. 1100 Main St. (Basgall Building) (C)
70. 1102 Main St. (Strand Theater) (C)
71. 1110 Main St. (Hays National Bank) (C) — Changed to C 2022
72. 110 E. 12th St. (Wasinger Building) (NC)
73. 114 E. 12th St. (Singer Store Building) (C) — per FTC Part 1 — 7-2011
74. 116-118 E. 12th St. (Shop Building) (C)
75. 120 E. 12th St. (Office Building) (NC)
76. 122 E. 12th St. (Office Building) (NC)
77. 124 E. 12th St. (Middlekauff Office Building) (NC)
78. 1200 Main St. (Lamer Hotel Building) (NC)
79. 1202 Main St. (Fox Theater Building) (C)
80. 201 E. 12th St. (Hays Bottling Works) (C)
81. 1302 Main St. (Nep’s Auto Service Station) (C) Boundary Amendment Approved by the NPS 5-24-2011
82. 1101 Fort Street (Hays Building and Loan) (C) 2022 District Expansion
83. 126 W. 11t Street (Southwestern Bell Building) (C) 2022 District Expansion
84. 119 W. 10t Street (Havemann/Butler Furniture Building) (C) 2022 District Expansion

FIGURE 11 — Property Owners List —in expansion area only
From Ellis County Appraisal Records accessed 28 January 2022

82. 1101 Fort Street (Hays Building and Loan) (C)
Smoky Hills Properties LLC, 1100 E. 13% Street, Hays, KS 67601

83. 126 W. 11% Street (Southwestern Bell Building) (C)
Southwestern Bell Telephone Company, 220 SE 6™, #540, Topeka, KS 66603

84. 119 W. 10t Street (Havemann/Butler Furniture Building) (C)
Michael D. Graham Rentals, LLC, 412 Autumn Lane, Hays, KS 67601
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