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1. Nama'of Popezty

Historic name: Grant County Courthouse District

Other name/site number:

108 South Glenn Street not for publication
Ulysses vicinity
state  Kansas code KS county Grant code 067 zip code 67880
ral Agenc
As the deslgnated authorlty under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby
certify that this X nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation

standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural
and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property X _NA meets _  does not meet the National Register criteria.
I recommend that thls property be con51dered 319n;f1cant ___nationally X statewide locally.
Date
ty

S5tate or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria.
[ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

onal Par!

I, hereby, certify that this property is:
entered in the National Register.

See continuation sheet

determined eligible for the National Register.
See continuation sheet

determined not eligible for the National Register.

removed from the National Register.

other, (explain:)

Signature of Keeper Date of Action
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Property Name Grant County Courthouse District

County and State__ Grant County, Kansas

Ownership of Property Category of Property
____ private __ building(s)
_X public-local _X district
__ public-State ___ site
___ public-Federal ___ structure
object

Name of related multiple property listing:
Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a
multiple property listing.)

Historic County Courthouses of Kansas

i

Historic Functions :
(Enter categories from instructions.)

GOVERNMENT: County Courthouse

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.}

MODERN MOVEMENT: Art Deco

Page _2

No. of Resources within Property
contributing noncontributing
1 _ 2 buildings
[ sites
i L. Btructires
R _____ objects
<2 _ 2 Total
No. of contributing resources previously

listed in the National Register:

Current

Functions

{Enter categories from instructions.)

GOVERNMENT: County Courthouse

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Foundation STONE: Limestone

Walls

BRICK

STONE: Limestone

Foof

OTHER: Composite Material

Other

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current .condition of the property on one or more

continuation sheets.)
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Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the
property for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns
of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

X Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of constructiecn
or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.
B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or a grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, cbject, or structure.

F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions.) Period of Significance Significant Dates
ARCHITECTURE 1929/1930-1950 N/A
POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder

N/A Smith & English. Architects
J. M. Fuller, Contractor

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation

sheets.)

USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form



Property Name_Grant County Courthouse District

County and State_Grant County, Kansas Page 4

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation
sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
__ preliminary determination of individual listing _X state Historic Preservation Office
(36 CFR 67) has been requested ____ Other state agency
__ previously listed in the National Register ___ Federal agency
___ breviously determined eligible by the National Register __ Local government
____ designated a National Historic Landmark ___ University
recorded by Historic American Buildings _X other
Survey # Specify repository:
recorded by Historic American Engineering Library and Archives Division, Kansas

State Historical Society: Topeka, Kansas

Record #

graphi

Acreage of property <1

UTM References

1. 144 2/9/1/9/9/0 4/1/6/1/6/3/0 3 / AN 0 I A 7S B o 0
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2 i VA N T ) Sl Y 10 O 4 / Sl £ A A T

See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

1 epared By

name/title _ Dana Cloud and Sally F. Schwenk _

organization _Historic Preservation Services, LLC date _April 30, 2000

street & number _818 Grand Boulevard, Suite 1150 telephone (816)221-5133
city or town _Kansas City state _Missouri zip code 64106

Submit the fol

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.)

.

Property Owne Com
name _Grant County

street & number 108 South Glenn Street telephone (785)356-1335

city or town Ulysses state KS zip code _67880
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DESCRIPTION

The Grant County Courthouse is an Modern Movement Art Deco style, four-story masonry structure that occupies
the central portion of a full square block east of the Ulysses, Kansas historic central business district [Figure 1:
City Map of Ulysses, Kansas]. The courthouse shares the block with two one-story annexes that run
perpendicular from the east fagade of the courthouse. A recent addition to the south fagade joined the courthouse
and south annex, resulting in a footprint with an “L”-shaped configuration. With the primary fagade facing west
onto Glenn Street, the original courthouse is rectangular in plan and 120 feet wide by 70 feet deep by 50 feet high.
The south addition added approximately 30 feet to the overall width of the building [Figure 2: Existing Site Plan).
The courthouse is buff colored brick with dressed limestone and terra-cotta detailing. The parapet wall,
highlighted with terra-cotta ornamentation and decorative brickwork, defines the flat roof [Photographs #1 and

2]. Although the recent renovation altered the fenestration and interior materials of the courthouse, it has good
architectural integrity and retains the majority of its exterior materials. Erected in 1929-1930 as a county
courthouse, the structure continues to serve as a county courthouse.

Including the new addition, the courthouse has eleven bays on the west fagade, nine bays on the east fagade, and
three bays on the north fagade. The south fagade, which screens the elevator shaft and new staircase, is blank.
The exterior of the courthouse and south addition is smooth, buff colored brick laid in common bond with dressed
limestone and terra-cotta detailing. The overall appearance of the courthouse is characterized by linear, vertical
projections capped with limestone, which separate the structural bays of each facade. Dressed limestone
highlights the sill course of the first-floor windows and limestone sills at the second- and third-floor windows.
Brick soldier coursing and terra-cotta medallions at each corner accent the window heads. Stylized terra-cotta
ornamentation and decorative brickwork highlight the cornice. Metal-clad casement window units replace the
majority of the original multi-paned, metal sash windows. The only remaining original windows are the top half
of the arched courtroom windows on the east fagade. The window openings, which also define the rhythm of the
fagade, are unaltered [Figure 3: c.1970 Photograph Showing Original Windows, Photograph #6].

There are two entrances to the courthouse, a primary entrance on the west fagade and a secondary entrance on the
north fagade. Stylized terra-cotta ornamentation and the inscription “Grant County” accentuate the primary
entrance that features a flight of canted stairs flanked by torcheres. Just inside the entrance, a second flight of
stairs leads to the first floor. A flight of stairs also leads directly to the first floor recessed secondary entrance.
New, metal, storefront doors with sidelights and mirrored glass replace the original wood doors [Figure 4: ¢.1970
Photograph Showing Original Door, Photographs #4 and #5).

The recent rehabilitation significantly altered the interior of the courthouse. Alterations included the installation
of dropped ceilings, new light fixtures, doors and encasements, and the reconfiguration of the courtroom. A few
of the remaining original design features and materials include the terrazzo flooring, the iron staircase with its
terrazzo treads, plasterwork, and light fixtures at the stair landings [Photographs #7 and #8). The configuration
of the floor plan also remains intact with the north-south running corridor and the offices located on both sides.

Although large in scale at four stories in height, the recent addition to the south fagade is sensitive to the original
design of the courthouse. It added approximately 40 feet to the overall width of the building and is setback
slightly from the main fagade. Housed in the new addition are a fire-resistant staircase, handicapped accessible
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elevator, and additional offices. The exterior brickwork and terra-cotta detailing of the new addition is
exceptionally compatible with that of the original courthouse [Photograph #3]. The addition joined the
courthouse and south annex, which was constructed between 1959 and 1977 to house the sheriff’s office and jail.
The south annex is red brick with a flat roof. The north annex, constructed prior to 1959, is buff colored brick
with a flat roof.'! The courthouse and the north and south annexes form a “U”-shaped configuration, within which
is shared parking.

The Grant County Courthouse has good architectural integrity despite the alterations and addition mentioned
above. The south addition, which connected the courthouse and south annex, increased the size of the original
courthouse; however, its design, materials, detailing, and mass are exceptionally compatible with the original
structure. The south annex that houses a modern jail and sheriff’s office is a common modern addition to the
courthouse setting. Now joined by the south addition, it is sited to the rear of the courthouse lot and is subservient
in size, scale and massing to the original courthouse. New metal frame casement windows replaced the original
multi-paned windows and metal doors replaced the original wood doors; however, the overall exterior appearance
is not compromised, as the remaining exterior features such as the fenestration, brickwork, stylized terra-cotta
ornamentation and massing are intact. The recent rehabilitation also altered the interior features of the courthouse
by installing acoustical ceilings, replacing original wood doors, enframements and light fixtures, and
reconfiguring the courtroom. Despite these alterations, the overall configuration of the courthouse with its main
staircase and north-south running corridor remain intact. Overall, the Grant County Courthouse not only has good
architectural integrity, but it is also in excellent condition as a result of the recent rehabilitation.

! The Ulysses, Kansas Geological Survey Map, prepared in 1959 and revised in 1978 according to 1977 aerial

photographs, determined the dates of construction for the north and south annexes.
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PHOTO LOG Photographer: Dana Cloud
Date of Photographs: December 9, 1999
Location of Negatives: Kansas State Historical Society
Cultural Resources Division
6425 S.W. 6" Avenue
Topeka, Kansas 66615-1099
Photo # Subject ' Camera Direction
L Exterior of Courthouse Northeast
2. Exterior of Courthouse Southwest
3. Recent South Addition Northeast
4. Detail of West (Main) Entrance East
5, Detail of North Entrance South
6. Detail of East Facade West
7. Main Staircase from First to Second Floor Southwest
8. Light Fixture at Stair Landing North
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Figure 1: City Map of Ulysses, Kansas
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Figure 2: Existing Site Plan
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Figure 3: ¢.1970 Photograph Showing Original Windows




