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1. Name of Property
historic name Halstead United States Post Office

other names/site number Same

2. Location :

street & number 319 Main Street [_Inot for publication

city, town  Halstead [ vicinity

state Kansas code KS county Harvey code 079 zip code 47054

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
D private Ex—_l building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
__| public-local [ Idistrict 1 buildings
E public-State : |:| site sites
E public-Federal [:] structure : structures
D abject objects
; 1 Total

Name of related multiple property listing:

Kansas Post Offices that Contain Treasury
Department Section Artwork, 1936—1942

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

Number of confributing resources previously
listed in the National Register _0

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nomination Drequest for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my .ppinion, the propeﬁy\m meets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. [_Isee continuation sheet.

L~ e YR ... ¢ State Higtoric Preservation Office February 14, 1989
Sa(gna?ure of certifying official :
Kansas State Historical Society
State or Federal agency and bureau

Date

| In my opinion, the property [ Imeets [_]does not meet the National Register criteria. [_Isee continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

| State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
[_lentered in the National Register.
: See continuation sheet.
(] determined eligible for the National
Register. : See continuation sheet.
] determined not eligible for the
National Register.

Dremoved from the National Ragistef;.:'
Do!her, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Actjon

K- 6ZZ - b



6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from ...structions) Current Functions ,  :r categories from instructions)
Government: Post Office Government: Post Office

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation Concrete

20th Century Revival: Classical walls Brick
Revival
roof Asphalt
other Stone: limestone

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Halstead United States Post Office (c. 1939) is located at 319 Main
Street in Halstead, Harvey County, Kansas (pop. 1,994). The one story,
ridge hipped roof, red brick building has an eastern facade orientation.
The building measures approximately sixty feet from north to south and
fifty-nine feet from east to west. A double door pilerces the center

of the building's facade. The door is surmounted by a transom and enframed
by a classical wooden surround. Steps lead up to the doorway. Two
pairs of large, double hung 1/1 windows surmounted by limestone lintels
and underscored by limestone sills flank the doorway. The windows are
set into slight recessions. A similar fenestration treatment is employed
on the lesser elevations. The bhuilding sits on a limestone foundation
and is surmounted by a limestore entablature. This post office is an
example of the many smaller ciass C or D standardized design type that
was repeated throughout the country during the 1930s.

The mural, "Where Kit Carson Campecd", was installed on the south wall
of the Halstead Post Office lobhy above the postmaster's door ard the
two bulletin boards that flank it. This is the traditional location
for Section artwork in the smaller class C and D post offices. "Where
Kit Carson Camped"” is an oil on canvas mural of a scene at the junction
of the Little Arkamsas River and Black Kettle Creek. The scene seems
to be in the spring, as Sandzen's pastels do not portray a searing hot
summer day. A large, gnarled cottonwood spreads its limbs over the
blue, rushing river. High lavender clay banks slope down to the water.
Verdant green pastures and Van Goghesque trees frame the river banks.
White clouds stretch across the blue sky. The colors are bright and
naturalistic. '

The mural was installed on August 4, 1941. It measured 12' by 3' 10"
before installation and was surmounted by a wide classical cormice.

It was not varnished. For clegning the painting, Sandzen recommended
washing it with ivory socap and rain water, using a soft linen rag.

In August, 1973 a slight defect was recorded in the mural's conditiom.
This defect was not evident during a 1987 site visit and it can be assumed
that the mural was restored.

_ E] See continyation shest
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A varnished wooden vestibule projects into the lobby, cutting off some
view of the mural. This is a traditional design feature found in most
of the post offices included in this nomination. The lobby retains

its marble wainscotting. The floor tiles may have been replaced. The
postmaster's door and bulletin boards retain their varnished wooden
surrounds. The original hanging light fixtures have been replaced with
almost flush mounted fluorescent lights.



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the siy...ficance of this property in relation to other prc_ .ties:

[ nationally [X] statewide [ K] locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [X]A [ ]B [¥]¢c [_]D

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) DA [8 DC []o [___]E DF [K]G

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Art 1941 1941

— Politics/Government 1941 1941
Social History 1941 1941

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A Szndzen, Birgsr: Artist
Simon, Touis: Supervising Architect
RBurep and Douglas: Contractors
State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Halstead United States Post office (ec. 1939) is being nominated

to the National Register as part of the Kansas Post Office Artwork (1936-1942)
Thematic Resources nomination at the local and state levels of significance
under criteria A and C for its historical association with the Treasury
Department's Section program and for the artistic significance of the

mural that it contains. The mural, "Where Kit Carson Camped", was painted
by Lindsborg, Kansas artist Birger Sandzen (1871-1954) in 1941. Because
the mural is less than fifty years old, criteria consideration G, which
allows for exceptional significance in the case of properties achieving
significance within the past fifty years, is also a factor. The National
Register has identified post offices that contain Section artwork as

being exceptionally significant if they retain integrity from their

period of significance.

"Where Kit Carson Camped” is an oil on canvas mural of a scene at the
junction of the Little Arkansas River and Black Kettle Creek. Local
legend recounts that Kit Carson, the famous Indian scout and fighter,
and his entourage, camped under the large cottonwood at the junction

of the two waterways. - Carson's wagon train was ambushed by Indians

at this location. This area is now Riverside Park in Halstead and omnly
parts of the tree stump remain.

The scene seems to be in spring, as Sandzen's pastels do not portray

a searing hot summer day. A large, gnarled cottonwood spreads its limbs
over the blue, rushing river... High lavender clay banks slope down to
the water. Verdant green pastures and Van Goghesque trees frame the
river banks. White clouds stretch across the blue sky.  In Sandzen's
rendering "Where Kit Carson Gamped" is a very peaceful place.

K] see continuation sheet
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Sandzen has taken a familiar regional scene which has historical associations,
making the ordinary extraordinary by his attention to light and color.

The colors are bright and naturalistic. “"Where Kit Carson Camped" is

typical of Sandzen's landscapes of the 1930s and 1940s. Sandzen is
classified as a post impressionist landscape artist who painted in a

style reminiscent of Van Gogh. Similar murals hang in the Lindsborg

and Belleville post offices. "Where Kit Carson Camped" 1is representative

of the realistic illustrative landscape paintings that were funded under

the Section program.

Sandzen is regarded as one of the most prominent Kansas landscape artists,
deriving his national reputation mainly from his lithographs, woodcuts,
linocuts, and dry points. Sandzen found guidance and teachings in nature,
and studied the Kansas landscapes around him. He believed in the accessibility
of art for the general public, and sold many of his own pieces to raise

money for the purchase of works by other artists. Sandzen was one of

a group of artists who founded the Prairie Print Makers, a group that
espoused the theory of accessibility of art for the common man. Although
Sandzen gained national fame in the 1920s, and was elected as an associate
member of the Taos Society of Artists, he continued to live in Lindsborg,
where he had taught language and art at Bethany College since his immigration
from Sweden in 1894.

The Section was not enthusiastic about awarding the Halstead commission
to Sandzen since he had received the Lindsborg commission in 1938 and
the Belleville commission in 1939, but community pressure facilitated
the award. Sandzen received the contract for the mural on June 2, 1941
and worked quickly on the commission, installing the mural on August

4, 1941. "Where Kit Carson Camped" was installed on the south wall

of the lobby above the postmaster's door and the two bulletin boards
that flank it. It measured 12' by 3' 10" before installation and was
surmounted by a wide cornice moulding. Sandzen received $700 for the
mural. The Halstead Post Office is an example of one of the many smaller
class C or D type post offices that received Section artwork in Kansas.

Please see the Kansas Post Office Artwork (1936-1942) Thematic Resources
cover nomination for additional information.



9. Major Bibliographical Referer

Falk, Peter Hastings. Who Was Who in American Art. (Madison, CT:
Soundview Press, 1985).

General Services Administration. Treasury Department Section Records -
Kansas Post Offices. Halstead, Kansas.

Park, Marlene and Gerald Markowitz. Democratic Vistas. (Philadelphia:
temple University Press, 1984).

Samuels, Peggy and Harold. The Illustrated Biographical Encyclopedia
of Artists of the American West. (Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1976).

[X]See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

Dpre!iminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested : [x] State historic preservation office
] previously listed in the National Register (] Other State agency
[]previously determined eligible by the National Register []Federal agency
[:Idesigna!ed a National Historic Landmark DLocaI government
[ Irecorded by Historic American Buildings [ Juniversity
Survey # ' ] other
D recorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Rocarc § Kansas State Historical Society

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property Less than 1 acre

ot R bs G e 2 g

UTM References o
All 4] |6/3,1]1,6,7] [4,2]0,6]9,2,3] el Lba baad Lol gty
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

- e I O TR R A R s e s N

|:| See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The nominated property is located on the S4 Lot 3 and all of Lots 4,
5, 6 in Block 8, Halstead, Kansas. The property is bounded to the east
by Main and to the north, south, and west by adjacent property lines.

[]see continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the entire parcel that is historically associated
with the property.

[ ] see continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameltitle __Martha Hagedorn—-Krass, Architectural Historian
organization Kansas State Historical Society date _February 14, 1989
street & number __120 W. 10th telephone __913-296-5264

city or town Topeka state _ Kansas zip code 66612



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 10240018
(B-88)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number _% __ Page _3

Spencer, Howard Dalee. Birger Sandzen: A Retrospective. (Wichita:
Wichita Art Museum, 1985).

Svedlow, Dr. Anthony V. (Mulvane Gallery, Washburn University, Topeka,
Kansas). Personal interview with Martha Hagedorn-Krass, January 8, 1988.

Wichita Eagle-Beacon, 24 May 1972.




.l oy F Ili o
2 ! |
o I
™~ ; I
| | !-
wny Sch :: | .
i: = Faa)
I :
i .' 4208
if
* o i+ HALSTIAD o1 D
e S . g STAT(<, 05T OFFICE
. e SANT |
33 AR ! .. HALSTED | Konsns
: E ' . A HALsTEND QuAD)
L L = VTN OO DINATE S
- 422 brsss L _ i |
| II! ! bi kl ark| 3D DC(.: ST | g7 00my lq {9 B f E 7
: I U SO I O o Y O 0
_; i o e A TR I EE Yz06923
| i Substation sl AR RS ST &l N sl ST
| . [ 1 I “l 30
W [} ’ u o -“; Y- INTEHI‘(‘)IIII-—-.GE-;)L“OGI_CA\ SURVEY, RESTON. VIRGINIA—1878 38 OOI’
-=.' 27 3230 29 BENTLEY & M. Y . -°3l°°°"‘E g7°30"
‘ '3OANL TO KANS 96
2000 oo
- o e ARE ROAD CLASSIFICATION T 0y,
== “ G
g sl o ol Heavy-duty Light-duty —— "
== = __f MEORESR Medium-duly e em-iem  Unimproved dit ccecoecee
AL 5 FEET U.S. Route State Route

CAL DATUM OF 1929

. MAP ACCURACY STANDARDS

JLORADO 80225, OR RESTON, VIRGINIA 22092
LAWRENCE, KANSAS 66044

D SYMBOLS IS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST

QUADRANGLE LOCATION

HALSTEAD, KANS.
N 3800—W9730/7.5
1959

PHOTOREVISED 1978
AMS 6460 |l SE-SERIES V878



NPS Form 10-900 . OMB No. 10024-0018
Oct. 1990

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How fo Complete the National
Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A) Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering
the information requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter “N/A" for “not applicable.” For functions, architectural
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative
items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-9000a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property Newton Main Street Historic District I

Historic name
Other namel/site number

2. Location Newton, Kansas
Street & number 411 - 825 N. Main Street & 414 - 726 N. Main [ not for publication
City or town Newton [ vicinity
State Kansas Code KS County Harvey Code 079 Zip code 67114

3. State/lFederal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this [Ill] nomination
[] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
meets [_] does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

statevxgﬁlly. (] See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
&/ Z @%}M September 22, 2003
sy

[

|
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

Kansas State Historical Society

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [[] meets [[] does not meet the National Register criteria. ([] See continuation sheet for additional
Comments.)

Signature of commenting official /Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

| herby certify that the property is Signature of the Keeper : Date of Action

[J entered in the National Register.
[ See continuation sheet..
[[] determined eligible for the Nationat
Register
[ See continuation sheet.
[] determined not eligible for the
National Register
[ removed from the National
Register
[ other, (explain:)




Name of Property Newton Main Street Historic Dist Il County and State Harvey County, KS

5. Classification

Owmnership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
Check as many boxes as appl Check only one box Do not include previously listed resources in the
( y pply y P y
count.)

E private building(s) Contributing Noncontributing

public-local district e
] public-State [ site 22 12 bulidings
(] public-Federal [ structure sites
[] object structures
objects
5% 12 total

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Previously listed in the National Register

- Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

See Continuation Sheet N/A 2
6. Function or Use
Historic Functions Current Functions

(Enter Categories from instructions)

Commerce/Trade

Government/Post Office, County Office

Social/Meeting Hall

Religion/religious facility

Recreation & Culture/Theater

Transportation/rail related

(Enter categories from instructions)

Commerce/Trade

Government/County Offices

Social/Meeting Hall

Religion/religious facility

Recreation & Culture/theater

Transportation/rail related

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Late Victorian

Late 19" and Early 20" Century Revivals

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

Foundation - brick, limestone

Walls — Brick with limestone trim

Late 19% and Early 20 Century American Movements

Modern Movement

Narrative Description

Roof — asphalt, stone: slate

Other - limestone, concrete, metal, terra cotta

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



Name of Property Newton Main Street Historic Dist Il

County and State Harvey County, KS

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "X" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the
property for Natonal Register

[m] A Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history

[[] B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

I:l C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

[] D Property has yielded, or likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

D A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

[] B removed from it original location. .
[ ¢ a birthplace or grave.

[1 D a cemetery.
[] E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

[C] F a commemorative property.

[J G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more
continuation sheets.)

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture

Commerce

Period of Significance

1879 - 1953

Significant Dates

1909, 1914, 1928

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

NIA

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder

Sam Greenebaum, E.H. Harrison, C.W. Terry

James Knox Taylor

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:

[ preliminary determination of individual lising (36 CFR 67)
has been requested
[ Previously listed in the National Register
[ previously determined eligible by the National Register
[CJdesignated a National Historic Landmark
[ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

[ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

[W] State Historic Preservation Office
[ Other State agency
[] Federal agency
[m]JLocal government
] University
[ Other
Name of repository:




Name of Property Newton Main Street Historic District I| County and State Harvey County, KS

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 11 acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

| BEERNE NSRS SN I 5 I RN

3 Zone Easting Northing

] A O R O

1 Zone Easting Northing

| ERNNSESERED RN

. [W] See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description :
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

Nameltitle Kathy L. Morgan and Lori L. Durio

Organization Morgan Consulting Date May 31, 2002

Street & number 1207 W. 14t Street Telephone  316-267-8821

City or town Wichita State  Kansas Zip code 67203

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items

(Check with SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
name See Continuation Sheet
street & number telephone
city or town state zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being coliected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or
determine eligibility for listing, fo list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response fo this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic
Preservation Act, as amended (16) U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing instructions, gathering and
maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services
Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018),
Washington, DC 20503 A
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LATE VICTORIAN: Italianate, Renaissance Revival _

LATE 19™ & 20™ CENTURY REVIVALS: Neo-Classical Revival, Second Empire, Jacobean Revival, Georgian
Revival, Mooresque

LATE 19™ & 20™ CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS: Commercial

SUMMARY

The Newton Main Street Historic District (1879- 1953) is located within the boundaries of the City of Newton,
Harvey County, Kansas. The boundaries encompass 67 buildings: 55 contributing (two individually listed National
Register buildings and four key-contributing buildings) and 12 non-contributing, nearly all are commercial in nature.
The 11-acre district is linear, taking in both the east and west side of N. Main Street from the railroad track to Eighth
Street. Main Street is the central street in the historic commercial business district. Newton is located in south central
Kansas, approximately 16 miles north of Wichita bisected by Highway 50 and Interstate 135. Harvey County
population was reported at 32,869 in 2001 with Newton accounting for 17,200.

The focus of the nomination is the traditional Main Street character of North Main Street with the buildings oriented
east and west on rectangular lots, generally 25 feet wide by 150 feet deep. Many of the upper stories were historically
used for residential purposes. Today, many of these upper stories are vacant or used for storage. The contributing
structures reflect the architectural styles of the late 19th century and the early decades of the 20th century. They
display brick and limestone clad facades almost exclusively. The scale is generally two-story, with occasional one-
story buildings and some larger landmarks. Building setbacks are zero lot line in the 400, 500, 600 and 700 blocks.
The 800 block has varying lot setbacks that can be attributed to the demolition of historic buildings during urban
renewal period of late 1960s and early 1970s replace with modern infill buildings. The non-contributing rate is 18%,
most of which is due to inappropriate alterations and "slip covering" of historic buildings.

STYLISTIC OVERVIEW (styles organized by most prevalent)

Early 20th Century Commercial (39%)

This stylistic reference is to small-scale commercial buildings, mostly one-story, constructed in the first three
decades of the 20th century. Generally clad in brick veneer, these buildings tend to be quite simple in form and
design, with symmetrical facades and straight or stepped parapets. Ornament is quite scarce, consisting of patterned
brick, brick corbelling, terra cotta, ceramic tiles, and simple cast stone decoration. Upper-story windows are generally
one over one in configuration, with double or single hung wooden sash. Scaled for typical Main Street design, they
often share party walls and form a continuous line of commercial structures. (411-419 North Main, photographs # 1 —
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2; 709-13 North Main, photographs # 18, 19) They are most often two-story buildings, with a storefront on the
ground floor. The storefront often incorporates transom windows above display windows, with a central entry door.
(616 North Main, photograph # 31) Awnings over the storefronts are also typical. This style reflects the average,
modest local businessperson in a traditional Main Street setting of the early 20th century, in situations where an
existing building was not being used. So popular was this "modern" design that sometimes even ornate historic
buildings were re-worked to give them this clean simple appearance (508 North Main, photograph # 26; 513 North
Main, photograph # 8; 701 North Main, photograph # 17, 703-05 North Main, photograph # 17)

Italianate (20%)

This style dominated American architecture from 1850 through the 1880s. It was particularly common in the
expanding towns of the Midwest. It began in England as part of the Picturesque movement, a reaction to the formal
classical ideals in art and architecture that had been fashionable for about two hundred years. The style was further
popularized by the influential pattern books of Andrew Jackson Downing. The style is characterized by tall, narrow
windows, usually two over two lights, commonly arched or curved. They frequently are topped by crowns or hoods,
or surrounded by decorative frames. Elaborate cornices along the top of buildings, ornamented with single or paired
brackets, are common. These decorative elements can be rendered in masonry, wood, or metal. Cornices are often
paired with quoins along the edges of buildings. Projecting bay windows of either wood or masonry are also a
hallmark of the style. On Newton’s Main Street, the Italianate style is executed exclusively in masonry, with brick,
stone, wood and metal ornamentation. (421-27 North Main, photographs # 3, 4; 612 North Main, photograph # 31;
627 North Main, photograph # 16; 708-10 North Main, photograph # 36; 715-17 North Main, photograph # 19; 815
North Main, photograph # 22) Wood examples were likely lost as a result of efforts to fireproof the buildings on
Main Street.

1930s Era Commercial (6%)

Similar to early 20th century commercial buildings, these structures date from the 1930s and are even more
plain, reflecting Depression-era design. Reflective of Art Deco or Streamline Moderne, the materials are often blond
brick with few architectural details. In the Newton Main Street historic district, nearly all of these buildings are 1930s
renovations of earlier buildings, and they are all rendered in brick veneer. (511 North Main, photograph # 7; 519-21
North Main, photograph # 9; 613-23 North Main, photographs # 14, 15; 625 North Main, photograph # 16; 704 North
Main, photograph # 35; 716 North Main, photograph # 38)

Renaissance Revival (4%)

Thus style, seen from the turn of the century through the 1930s, is a later interpretation of the wildly popular
Italianate style of the 19th century. It tends to be a more accurate depiction of its antecedents, the buildings of the
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Italian Renaissance. Renaissance Revival style buildings are invariably masonry veneer or stucco. They often feature
rustication on the ground floor, corner quoins, and substantial parapets. Another indicator of this style is its varying
treatment of window styles for each floor, and the use of ground floor arched openings mixed with flat top openings
above. Two of the most important Renaissance Revival buildings on Newton's Main Street are right across the street
from each other, at 500 and 501 North Main (photographs # 24, 5.) The former Newton Post Office at 725 North
Main (photograph # 20), dating from 1909-10, is another excellent example.

Beaux Arts (4%)

This majestic and highly ornamented style was popular from about 1885 to 1930. It is noted for its high level
of lavish decoration, such as garlands, floral motifs, shields and quoins. Walls are typically masonry, usually of light
colored stone or stucco. The first floor is often rusticated. These buildings also feature columns or pilasters with
elaborate capitals. Ornate cornices at the roofline are typical, as are window crowns and surrounds. Newton’s best
example of this style is located at 526 North Main, the former First National Bank of Newton, dating from 1915
(photograph # 29). Historic photographs show the building in its original design. The very unusual and distinctive
building located at 611 North Main (photographs # 13, 14), a Sam Greenbaum design, is a highly ornamented building
whose facade is covered with colorful terra cotta is also an example of this style.

Mid-Century Modern (2%)

This term refers to design popular from the 1940s through the early 1960s. It highlights asymmetry and the
use of modern materials, including metals. This style is seen in Newton in the Fox Theater at 518 North Main,
(photograph # 28) which features redwood panels set in a wide aluminum frame covering the upper portion of the
building. It is highlighted by a large off-center stylized neon sign.

NeoClassical (1%)

This was a popular style in American architecture from the 1890s up to about 1950. It began with the World's
Columbian Exposition in Chicago in 1893. The style combines elements of the Georgian, Adam, and Greek Revival
traditions. It incorporates classical columns and symmetrical facades. Frequently there is a wide frieze band beneath
the cornice, which often features dentils or modillions. Windows are generally double hung with six over six, or one
over one sashes. Ornament may include swags and garlands, elaborate capitals, broken pediments and roof-line
balustrades. Exterior materials are nearly always brick, stone and/or cast stone. The First Methodist Episcopal
Church at 801 North Main (photograph # 21) is an elaborate example of this style.

Mooresque (1%)



