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Kansas State Historical Society 
 
 

Register of Historic Kansas Places 
Registration Form 
 
 
This form is for use in nominating individual properties and districts. The format is similar to the National Register of Historic Places form. See instructions in How to 
Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by 
entering the information requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural 
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative items on 
continuation sheets. Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.  
 
 
 

1.  Name of Property 

Historic name   Morris Harris Farmstead 

Other names/site number  Amerine Hill Crest Farm 

Name of related Multiple Property Listing Hisotric Agricultural Related Resources of Kansas 

 

2.  Location 

street & number  16010 US 24 Highway   not for publication 

city or town  Perry   vicinity 

state Kansas code KS county Jefferson code JF 87 zip code 66073 

 

3-4. Certification  
 

The above property has been determined eligible for both the Register of Historic Kansas Places and the National 
Register of Historic Places. The property has been documented and recorded on a National Register of Historic Places 
nomination form, which serves as the official register nomination for this property.  
The Historic Sites Board of Review has determined that this property meets the documentation standards for registering 
properties in the Register of Historic Kansas Places.  
I hereby certify that this property meets the criteria for and is listed in the Register of Historic Kansas Places.  
Applicable State Register Criteria:   x     A          B          C         D 
  

 
                                   __May 6, 2023__________ 
Signature of certifying official/Title  Katrina Ringler, Deputy SHPO                           Date 
 

Kansas State Historical Society   
State agency 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  

x 



NPS Form 10-900    OMB No. 1024-0018 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

1 

 National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts.  See instructions in National Register Bulletin, How 
to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form.  If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for 
"not applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the 
instructions.  Place additional certification comments, entries, and narrative items on continuation sheets if needed (NPS Form 10-900a).   

1. Name of Property

Historic name    Morris Harris Farmstead 

Other names/site number   Amerine Hill Crest Farm 

Name of related Multiple Property Listing   Historic Agriculture-Related Resources of Kansas MPDF 

2. Location

Street & number    16010 US 24 Highway   not for publication 

City or town    Perry XX    vicinity 

State  Kansas Code KS County   Jefferson Code 087 Zip code  66073 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 
I hereby certify that this     x   nomination     _ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards 
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional 
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  
In my opinion, the property    x_  meets     _  does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I recommend that this 
property be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance: 

 national    statewide     x    local      Applicable National Register Criteria:    x    A    B    C      ___D  

 May 6, 2023 
Signature of certifying official/Title  Katrina Ringler, Deputy SHPO  Date 

Kansas State Historical Society 
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

In my opinion, the property  meets  does not meet the National Register criteria.  

Signature of commenting official  Date 

Title    State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 
4. National Park Service Certification
I hereby certify that this property is: 

 entered in the National Register    determined eligible for the National Register 

   determined not eligible for the National Register   removed from the National Register 

 other (explain:)       _________________     

  Signature of the Keeper    Date of Action 

Listed in the National Register of Historic Places on July 26, 2023
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5.  Classification  
 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box.) 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 
 

    Contributing Noncontributing  
XX private  building(s) 6 0 buildings 

 public - Local XX district   sites 
 public - State  site   structures 
 public - Federal  structure   objects 
   object 6  Total 

 
 
  Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register 

  0 
                                             
6. Function or Use                                                                      

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

AGRICULTURE/Subsistence  AGRICULTURAL/Subsistence 

DOMESTIC/single dwelling  DOMESTIC/single dwelling 

   

   

   

   

   
 
   
7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 Materials  
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

Late 19th and Early 20th Century American   foundation: CONCRETE 

Movements/Bungalow/Craftsman  walls:   STONE 

    

  roof:   METLA: Standing seam metal 

  other:  
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Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe contributing and 
noncontributing resources, if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general 
characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, method of construction, setting, size, and significant 
features. Indicate whether the property has historic integrity.)   
 
Summary  
 
The Morris Harris Farmstead is a well-preserved farmstead consisting of a large residence with a main section, 
a recessed wing to the west, and a projecting rear bay.  The farmstead has six contributing structures—the 
main house, a tenant house, smokehouse, barn, granary, and a poultry house.  All of these buildings were built 
for Morris Harris in 1909.  They were constructed in a distinctive style of rusticated irregular stone masonry.  
The Harris farmstead is locally significant and meets the registration requirements for listing on the National 
Register of Historic Places as a farmstead because it has six associated historic agriculture-related structures, 
including a barn and the main farmhouse.  All six of the historic structures are contributing to the farmstead.  
Although the smokehouse, barn, and poultry house have been altered, they still possess very good 
architectural integrity of location, setting, materials, feeling, and association.  Because of alterations to the 
doors and windows, the integrity of design and workmanship is fair to good. 
 
The house is a well-preserved rural example of the rusticated Craftsman architectural style.  The Harris House 
has excellent architectural integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and 
association.  The Craftsman style was popular in the United States during the period from 1905 to 1930.  The 
Harris house is an excellent example of the side-gabled roof subtype.  About one-third of Craftsman house are 
of this subtype.  Most are one and one-half stories high with centered shed or gable dormers.  This subtype is 
most common in the northeastern and midwestern states.1 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Elaboration 
Setting 
The Morris Harris Farmstead is situated on a slight elevation above the stream terrace sloping down to Buck 
Creek on the west and the Kansas River valley to the south.  The land rises to a prominent bluff to the 
northeast overlooking the river valley.  Behind the bluff, the Hamm Sanitary Landfill is located to the northeast.  
The farmstead is entered on a long lane extending north from U.S. Highway 24 with crop fields on either side.  
The hamlet of Williamstown is located southwest of the farmstead. 
 
The Harris House is the southernmost and most prominent structure with the tenant house behind to the 
northeast.  The smokehouse and barn are aligned directly behind the west half of the house with the granary 
east of the barn.  A gravel driveway and parking lot provide access to the smokehouse and barn.  The poultry 
house is located slightly below the level of the house and other buildings northwest of the main house.  
Historically, there was a hoghouse in front of the barn and granary. 
 
 1.  Residence (1909), contributing building) 
  Latitude/Longitude:  -95.282799:  39.061620 
 
Exterior (south facade) 
The main residence faces south.  The rectangular one-and-a-half story house is oriented east-west and 
consists of two sections with a small projecting rear bay.  There is a side-gable roof with cornice returns as well 

 
1 Virginia Savage McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses (New York, NY:  Alfred A. Knopf, rev. ed., 2015), 567. 
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as front and rear wood-frame shed roof dormers.  The house has a concrete foundation and the first floor walls 
are constructed of irregular jagged rusticated limestone laid in a coursed ashlar pattern.  The main house is 
approximately 50 feet wide and 80 feet long.  The second floor is wood-frame construction covered with wood 
shingle sheathing painted white.  The roof is covered with contemporary standing seam metal roofing.      
 
The main block has a central entrance with a wooden storm door flanked by two tall 6/1 double-hung wooden 
windows to the east and a bank of three shorter windows to the west.  The full-length integral porch is 
supported on four rusticated stone posts with a stone foundation, concrete floor, and pipe railing.   A shed roof 
dormer with four ornamental brackets separating three pairs of 6/1 wooden double-hung windows is centered 
in the main south roof.  The recessed wing has a side entrance with a wooden storm door to the east and two 
6/1 wooden double-hung windows to the west.  A basement window set in a round stone arched opening is 
located beneath the west window. 
 
East façade 
The east façade of the house has a rusticated stone end chimney surmounted by a concrete cap.  There are 
three wooden basement windows set in round arched masonry openings—two windows on the north side and 
one on the south side of the chimney.  On the first floor, there are two 4/1 wooden double-hung windows 
flanking the chimney and an additional smaller 6/1 window to the north.  On the second floor, two 6/1 wooden 
double-hung windows flank the chimney and there are two small attic vents in the peak above these windows.  
 
North (rear) façade 
In the north façade, there are three basement windows set in round-arched masonry openings.  One rear 
entrance is centered in the main block and another entrance faces east in the one-story projecting entry block 
at the corner.  The central entrance alcove is wood-frame construction with shingle sheathing housing a glazed 
wooden storm door with a transom flanked by two double-hung windows.  There is another window between 
the two entrances.  The projecting entry block has a low shed roof. The entrance has a glazed wooden storm 
door surmounted by a transom with one double-hung window to the south.  There is a bank of three wooden 
double-hung windows to the north and two windows to the west.  On the second floor, there is a long shed-
roofed roof dormer with five ornamental eave brackets and three 8/1 wooden double-hung windows to the east 
and a pair of windows to the west.  
 
The recessed west wing has one basement window and two first-floor windows.  A gable-roofed roof dormer is 
centered in the north roof of the wing.  It has two adjacent 4/1 wooden double-hung windows.  There is an 
interior chimney in the west wall with a tall rusticated stone stack.   
 
West façade 
The west façade of the house has two basement windows and two shorter 6/1 double-hung wooden windows 
on the first floor.  There are two 4/1 wooden double-hung windows in the second-floor gable end.   
 
Interior 
The interior of the Harris House is very well preserved.  The original plan is intact.  Wooden floors, moldings, 
and plaster walls remain in excellent condition. 
 
Alterations 
The gable roof dormer facing south in the west wing is a non-historic (but compatible) alteration.  It has two 
central double-hung windows flanked by windows with angled heads.  According to the property owner, the 
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standing seam metal roofing was installed about ten years ago.  At that time, the owner reported that he found 
a layer of composition shingle roofing on top of the earliest layer of sawn wooden shingles. 
 
 2. Foreman’s house (1909), contributing building) 
  Latitude/Longitude:  -95.282601:  39.061920 
 
The foreman’s house is a one-story National Folk style square plan residence with a low hipped roof and a 
projecting integral hipped roof entrance porch.  This house is wood-frame construction sitting on a coursed 
rock-faced stone foundation.  The foreman’s house is approximately 25 feet wide and 30 feet long.  The roof is 
covered with composition shingle roofing.  In the main south façade, there is a central entrance flanked by two 
windows.  The entrance porch has two stone piers and stone steps, wooden lattice, a wooden floor, and two 
square wooden posts. 
 
The east façade has paired full-length windows to the south and shorter windows to the north.  There is a 
single window in the northeast corner.  The rear north façade has an entrance door flanked by a window to the 
east.  There is a small 6-light historic window in the center and a full-length window to the west.  The west 
façade has two full-length windows with a smaller 2/2 window centered between them.   
 
Alterations 
The historic sheathing of the foreman’s house has been covered with asbestos shingles.  In the main south 
entrance, there is a contemporary synthetic paneled entrance door and in the rear north entrance, there is a 
contemporary synthetic 15-light door.  Replacement metal double-hung windows have been installed in the 
south, east, north, and west facades with metal storm windows.  There is a replacement casement window in 
the east façade to the south.  
 
 3.  Smokehouse (1909), contributing building 
  Latitude/Longitude:  -95.282890:  39.061903 
 
The smokehouse is a rectangular two-story building oriented north-south with a hipped roof.  The roof is 
covered with composition shingle roofing.  The building has a smooth-cut stone foundation and cellar with 
coursed jagged rusticated stone walls.  The smokehouse is approximately 25 feet wide and 30 feet long.  The 
south façade has a central entrance with a wooden three-panel door and a stone step.  There is a side 
entrance to the cellar to the east with stone walls and steps.  The east façade has two second-story metal 
replacement windows set in masonry openings with stone arched heads.     An interior stone chimney is 
located in the southeast corner of the structure.  The north façade has a central entrance with a three-paneled 
wooden door flanked to the east by a cellar entrance with stone walls and a concrete cap and steps.  The west 
façade has two second-story metal replacement windows set in masonry openings with stone arched heads.  
The second floor of the smokehouse has a concrete floor with exposed metal reinforcement showing from the 
cellar.  Although the property owner reported that this building has always been called the “smokehouse,” there 
is no apparent evidence that it was ever used for this purpose.  However, it appears that the basement was 
used as an icehouse. 
. 
 4. Poultry house (1909, south addition, c. 1955) contributing building 
  Latitude/Longitude:  -95.283341:  39.061895 
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The poultry house is a rectangular one-story structure with a low gable roof oriented east-west covered with 
corrugated metal roofing.  The poultry house is approximately 40 feet wide and 45 feet long.  The north section 
was constructed of jagged rusticated stone masonry in 1909.  The south wood-frame with vertical board 
sheathing section was constructed c. 1955 for storage and implements.  The stone section has a low doorway 
opening in the west wall.  The wood-frame section has three open bays to the south and a single window 
opening in the east and west walls.  
 
 5. Barn (1909), contributing building 
  Latitude/Longitude:  -95.282842:  39.062261 
 
Exterior 
The barn is a rectangular two-story building oriented east-west with a side-gable roof covered with standing 
seam metal roofing.  The barn is constructed of jagged rusticated coursed stone masonry.  The barn is 
approximately 40 feet wide and 60 feet long.  The east façade has four small metal replacement windows set 
in masonry openings with stone arched heads in the first story.  The second story has a central loft opening 
with a stone arched head and a contemporary replacement wooden 8-light window.  The north façade has a 
side entrance with a wooden nine-light paneled entrance door to the east.  There are three central windows 
with metal double-hung replacement windows and one small replacement window to the east and two similar 
windows to the west.  There is a central shed-roofed roof dormer with two small windows.  The west façade 
has a side entrance with a wooden 9-light paneled entrance door and a wooden 9-light wooden replacement 
window in the second story loft.  These openings have stone arched heads.  The main south façade has four 
openings—a metal replacement double-hung window to the west, a wide flat-arched opening with a metal 12-
light overhead door, a 9-light wooden passage door, and a small metal replacement window to the east.    
There is a central shed-roofed roof dormer with two small windows. 
 
Interior 
The first floor of the barn is partitioned into three bays with two brick walls.  There is a historic four-paneled 
wooden passage door in the west wall.  There is a wooden interior stair enclosed with vertical boards in the 
southeast corner of the central bay.  The loft has wooden tongue and grooved flooring.   
 
 6. Granary (1909, contributing building 
  Latitude/Longitude:  -95.282161:  39.062557 
 
The granary is located northeast of the other buildings.  It is a long rectangular building oriented east-west with 
a side-gable roof covered with standing seam roofing.  The structure is wood-frame construction on stone piers 
to the south and a stone foundation to the north.  The granary is approximately 36 feet wide and 90 feet long.  
There is a central aisle with wide openings in the east and west gable ends.  The east façade has two metal 
replacement windows flanking the aisle opening.  There are six small metal replacement windows in the north 
façade.  The south façade has a wide central opening, a passage door opening to the south, and four small 
metal replacement windows flanking the passage.  Although the granary interior has been altered, there are 
some remaining bins constructed of horizontal boards. 
 
Overall, the property retains excellent historic integrity. The setting and location remain relatively unaltered, 
including all of the outbuildings. The design, materials, and workmanship are still evident in the character 
defining features of each building and their remaining intact materials. The property is directly tied to the 
historic agricultural community and good representatives of the architectural styles.   
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8. Statement of Significance 
 
Applicable National Register Criteria  
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National 
Register listing.) 
 

X A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history.  

 B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 
  

   

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics  
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  

   

 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history.  

   
 
Criteria Considerations  
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 
Property is: 
 

A 
 

 
Owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes.  

 
 

B 
 
removed from its original location. 

 
 

C 
 
a birthplace or grave. 

 
 

D 
 
a cemetery. 

 
 

E 
 
a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

 
 

F 
 
a commemorative property. 

 
 

G 
 
less than 50 years old or achieving significance 

  within the past 50 years. 

 
Areas of Significance  

AGRICULTURE 

ARCHITECTURE 

 

 

 

 
Period of Significance  

1909 – 1972 

 

 
Significant Dates 

1909, 1937 

 

 
Significant Person  
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 
N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 

 N/A 

 

Architect/Builder 

J. W. Martling, Kansas City, MO 

 

 

 

 
Period of Significance (justification) 
The beginning of the period of significance is defined by the date of construction (1912) and the end is defined by the 
National Register fifty-year-old convention. 
 
Criteria Considerations (justification) 
n/a 
 



United States Department of the Interior                                                                                       National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900                                                    OMB No. 1024-0018      
 

Morris Harris Farmstead    Jefferson County, Kansas 
Name of Property        County and State 
 

 
 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of 
significance, and any applicable criteria considerations.) 
 
Summary  
 
The Morris Harris Farmstead is historically significant under Criterion A because of its association with the 
agricultural and community development of Jefferson County.  The property is locally significant. The Harris 
Farmstead is significant under Criterion C as an example of a historic farmstead constructed during the early 
twentieth century.  As a district, the farmstead buildings have very good integrity of location, design, setting, 
feeling, and association.  Because of contemporary alterations, the smokehouse, barn, and granary have fair 
integrity of materials and workmanship.  The Harris Farmstead is eligible for listing as an example of the 
Farmstead property type identified in “Historic Agricultural-related Resources of Kansas,” MPDF.  With the 
historic house, tenant house, smokehouse, barn, granary, and poultry house, the farmstead has more than four 
associated agricultural structures.2 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Elaboration  
 
Agricultural & Architectural Significance 
 
The Morris Harris Farmstead is associated with broad patterns of agricultural and community development in 
Jefferson County, Kansas.  As outlined in the context statement, “Historic Agricultural-related Resources of 
Kansas,” NRMPD, the farmstead is associated with “The Golden Age:  Farming in the Progressive Era, 1900-
1920.”  By 1909 when Morris Harris had his farmstead built, the Harris family had been prominent in the 
agricultural commerce of Jefferson County for decades.  Morris Harris and his family benefited from a period of 
prosperity in Kansas during the early twentieth century.  International demand for grain and livestock led to 
rising prices that allowed farmers to make improvements to both homes and outbuildings. 
 
The first two decades of the twentieth century have been described as the “Golden Age of Agriculture.” During 
those years, American farms tripled in value and doubled in gross income.  In Kansas the number of farm 
acres increased nearly four million acres between 1900 and 1920.3  Demand increased, especially after the 
outbreak of World War I in 1914, supply was limited, and commodity prices were strong.  The number of farms 
decreased, but the size of farms increased.  New technology contributed to this economic shift.  By the second 
decade, more affordable self-propelled tractors were available to smaller farmers.  Between 1915 and 1920, 
the number of tractors in use in Kansas jumped from 2,493 to more than 14,000.4  Farmers also purchased 
combines-machines that combined the process of harvesting and threshing grains.  These investments directly 
increased production.  As the number of draft animals decreased, farmers shifted more acres from feed 
production to cash crops which led to over-production of commodities by the late 1920s.5 
 

 
2 Davis, Christy and Brenda Spencer, “Historic Agriculture-related Resources of Kansas,” National Register of Historic 

Places Multiple Property Document.  (Topeka, KS:  Kansas State Historic Preservation Office, 2007), Registration 
Requirements – Farmsteads, F-87. 

3 Davis & Spencer, “Historic Agriculture-related Resources of Kansas,” E-22. 
4 Davis & Spencer, “Historic Agriculture-related Resources of Kansas,” E-24. 
5 Davis & Spencer, “Historic Agriculture-related resources of Kansas,” E-25. 
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The stories of John W. Harris, Morris Harris, and R.W. Amerine, the principal owners of the property to be 
nominated reflected the development of stock-raising and farming in Kansas from the mid-nineteenth to the 
mid-twentieth century.  The Harris family built their wealth primarily from livestock and R. W. Amerine was a 
successful grain trader and elevator manager.  Amerine sold his grain elevator in Pleasanton, Kansas to 
purchase the Harris farmstead in 1937.  By 1928, Wichita was the fifth-largest milling market in the United 
States (after Minneapolis, Buffalo, Kansas City, and Portland, Oregon).  Kansas ranked third among the states 
in milling and grain executives amassed small fortunes.6   
 
Investment in the Morris Harris ranch headquarters in 1908-1909 was important news and aroused 
considerable interest in the vicinity of Williamstown and the lower Buck Creek neighborhood.  The Oskaloosa 
Times announced on October 8, 1908, “construction work on a fine, large residence on the Morris Harris ranch 
near Buck Creek had just started.  This residence is to be a three story one and will be of rough rock, taken 
from fences around the place.  This style of architecture is very popular in the cities and Mr. Harris expects to 
have a home equal to any in the cities, modern conveniences considered.”7 
 
As reported, “by the time barns, outbuildings, grounds, etc. are finished and the house is finished, upwards of 
$50,000 will have been spent.”  The land owners in that neighborhood were well pleased with Mr. Harris’ plans.  
“It gives all the land a boost and means considerable to the school district, township, and even the county in 
the way of added taxable wealth.  The proposed electric line will also be of much benefit to our farms in the 
way of increased value.  As Mr. Harris expects to make this a summer home, bringing others to the 
neighborhood, some of whom may build, it will undoubtedly give farmers a better home market for produce.”8 
 
Early in 1909, the Perry Mirror announced, “Morris Harris is having a house erected on his ranch near Buck 
Creek station which will, when completed, be without a counterpart in this country.  It will be on the bungalow 
order, built of rugged rock and will be extremely rustic in appearance.  The many modern conveniences will 
include electric lights and a complete system of water works, water to be supplied by a pressure tank…  It is 
estimated that the total cost of the structure and fittings will be about $30,000.”9  A final report in the Oskaloosa 
Independent reprinted an article from the Kansas City Star on December 10, 1909, “a ranchhouse constructed 
of cobblestone is to be the summer home of Morris Harris of 112 West Armour Boulevard.  The structure is to 
be built on a 1,000-acre ranch owned by Mr. Harris at Buck Creek…  the house will have twelve rooms and a 
veranda ten feet wide extending along the front forty-seven feet.  The main living room is 20x30 feet.  J.H. 
Martling is the architect.”  The Independent writer noted that a picture of the house accompanied the article, 
but “the building, however, is already up—built several months ago.”10 
 
Unfortunately, Morris Harris did not enjoy his picturesque residence for long.  He died on March 8,1912 at the 
home of his sister, Mrs. Anna Harris Arnett, in Kansas City, Missouri.  As reported, “he had been ill for about a 
year and recently started a trip around the world in the hope of benefiting his health.  He returned to Kansas 
City about two weeks ago.  Recently Harris completed one of the finest homes in Jefferson County; the 
material being native stone.”  The Jefferson County Tribune went on to comment, “Harris was a public spirited 

 
6 Davis & Spencer, “Historic Agriculture-related resources of Kansas,” E-27. 
7 “Will Build $40,000 Residence Near Buck Creek on Harris Ranch,” Oskaloosa Times 8 October 1908, 5. 
8 Oskaloosa Times 8 October 1908, 5. 
9 Perry Times 28 January 1909, 5. 
10 Perry Times 28 January 1909, 5. 
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man.  Two years ago he gave to the county $1,000 toward the building of a road adjacent to his property.  He 
was a single man and is survived by a brother, Ralph Harris, and his sister, Mrs. Arnette [sic].”11  The funeral 
for Mr. Harris was held in Leavenworth, Kansas on March 10 and he was buried in a family plot at Mt. Muncie 
Cemetery.12  The Harris family had resided in Leavenworth earlier and held property in the town. 
 
J. W. Harris Family 
Soon after the end of the Civil War, John Harris acquired the land that became the 1,000-acre Harris Ranch on 
the east side of Buck Creek on April 30, 187213.  The site was part of the Delaware Reserve Lands and not 
available for earlier settlement.  The Harris ranch buildings were located on property northwest of the Morris 
Harris Farmstead that now belongs to the Gantz family.  It appears that the John Harris family also maintained 
a home in Leavenworth, Kansas.  In the Kaw Valley Chief, May 28, 1880, John Harris, of Buck Creek, was 
described as “one of the most extensive farmers in the county.”  During the previous week, Harris shipped one 
hundred head of fine cattle from that place which averaged over 1500 pounds.14  
 
The patriarch of the John W. Harris family died on his farm in Rural Township, Jefferson County, on October 7, 
1897.  Mr. Harris had been thrown from his horse a day earlier and his injuries led to his demise.  An obituary 
in the Leavenworth Times printed a colorful account of J. W. Harris’ life as an early settler of Kansas who 
achieved considerable success.  “John W. Harris came to Leavenworth in 1857, from Lexington, Kentucky.  He 
brought ten thousand dollars in gold with him, the profits of a contract he had on the Clay monument at 
Ashland.  Mr. Harris being a stonecutter.  Cash money was in high demand at the time for loans.  In a few 
years Mr. Harris owned a hundred thousand acres of land in the state and had a fat bank account besides.  He 
afterwards sold off his lands, retaining only his mammoth farm, probably the best in the state, on ‘Buck Creek, 
ten miles west of Lawrence.  This Mr. Harris farmed successfully for many years raising immense crops of 
wheat, oats, and corn and much valuable stock.”15   
 
Mr. Harris was married to Miss Lou Morris in 1868, the oldest daughter of the late Dr. Morris.  Five children 
were born of this marriage, three of whom—Morris, Ralph, and Miss Anne—survive.16  Miss Anna Louise 
Harris married Willey Arnett of Wheeling, West Virginia, in Leavenworth on April 30, 1901.  Mrs. Mary Louise 
Harris died in December, 1901 and she also was buried in Leavenworth.17 
 
After the deaths of John Harris and his wife, the three surviving children inherited the Buck Creek ranch and 
other property.    In 1899, Morris Harris was recorded at the owner of 1,598 acres of land in Rural Township, 
Jefferson County.18  The J. W. Harris Estate holdings also were recorded in the 1899 Descriptive Atlas of 
Jefferson County.19  It appears that the two sons divided management of the Harris property with Morris Harris 
responsible for the north half and Ralph Harris responsible for the south half.   
 

 
11 Jefferson County Tribune 15 March 1912, 4. 
12 “Morris Harris Dead,” Leavenworth Post 9 March 1912, 1. 
13 Jefferson County, KS.  Original Land Owners (Delaware Reserve Lands), copy in Michael R. Amerine file. 
14 Kaw Valley Chief 28 May 1880, 1. 
15 Article from Leavenworth Times reprinted in Oskaloosa Independent 15 October 1897, 8. 
16 Article from Leavenworth Times reprinted in Oskaloosa Independent 15 October 1897, 8. 
17 Grantville News 14 December 1901, 1. 
18 Historical and Statistical Directory of Jefferson County, Kansas (1899), 69.  Copy in Michael R. Amerine file. 
19 Descriptive Atlas of Jefferson County (Chicago, IL:  Acme Publishing Company, 1899). 
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Ralph Harris earned praise in the Perry Mirror on April 2, 1908.  As reported, “those interested in up-to-date 
farming and the raising of fine hogs would be well paid for their trouble to at once visit the above named ranch 
owned by Mr. Ralph Harris and of which Mr. Buford White is manager.”  The reporter who visited the ranch 
inspected “50 or more pens and hog houses, each of which contained a sow and pigs, ranging from 1 to 30 
days old.”  The point of the article was that Mr. Harris had fine hogs for sale.  The reporter also underscored 
his status as a gentleman farmer since “he spends only two days on the farm, the remainder of his time at his 
home in Kansas City, MO, trusting the management of the work to Mr. White.”20  Not long after his brother 
Morris died, Ralph Harris, who had been operating “the lower Harris ranch for a number of years,” rented his 
land and announced the sale of his stock and implements at public sale.  “Harris was one of the best known 
breeders of Duroc hogs in this part of the state.”21   
 
While Ralph Harris was raising pure-bred hogs on the south Harris Ranch, his brother Morris was planning to 
make money by sub-dividing the north ranch.  As the Jefferson County Tribune reported on July 17, 1908, 
“Surveyor Clark is making a contour map of the north half of the Harris ranch near Williamstown, owned by 
Morris Harris of Kansas City.  This will show the lines, streams, railroads, elevations, etc., and will be used by 
Mr. Harris for the purpose of better showing the lands.  It is understood that the tract, which comprised about 
800 acres, will be offered for sale, probably in tracts of from 40 to 80 acres.”22  Morris Harris did sell a 40-acre 
tract in the northwest quarter of Section 27.23    Instead of developing the ranch land in 1908, Morris Harris 
chose to invest in his new house and other buildings and constructed his farmstead in 1909.  By 1911, Harris 
was ill and could not continue his somewhat grandiose plan. 
 
After Morris Harris died, Ralph Harris and Anna Harris Arnett each had a half interest in the ranch land.  In 
1916 Ralph Harris deeded his interest to Anna Harris Arnett.  Twenty-five years later, she transferred her 
property to her son, John H. Arnett in 1937.  He sold the property to R. W. Amerine.  As the Winchester Star 
reported, “the old Harris farm, property of Anna Harris Arnett, near Buck Creek, in Jefferson County, was sold 
this week to R. W. Amerine of Pleasanton in a transaction approximating $50,000 as revealed by the records in 
register of deeds office.  The land includes the Southwest quarter of 27-11-19 together with the fine big 
residence which has been the Arnett home.  John Arnett is well known as a Democratic candidate for congress 
and senator in recent years.”24 
 
R.W. Amerine Family 
R.W. Amerine was an elevator manager and successful grain dealer.  He was the grandfather of the present 
property owner, Michael R. Amerine.  R. W. Amerine gave the name Hill Crest Farm to the property.  In the 
early twentieth century, Amerine held a series of managerial positions in the grain trade.  He worked for the 
Warkentin family, significant in the development of wheat growing, milling, and trading in Kansas.  Bernard 
Warkentin helped establish Turkey Red wheat as a valuable crop in the state.  By 1922, this wheat and 
varieties originating from it were the principal wheats grown in Kansas, Oklahoma, and Nebraska.25  In 1913, 
R.W. Amerine was the local manager of the Millers Grain Company in Wichita.26  By 1922, Amerine was the 

 
20 “The Ralph Harris Ranch,” Perry Mirror 2 April 1908, 5.    
21 Oskaloosa Times 15 February 1912, 1. 
22 “Morris Harris May Sell Williamstown Lands,” Jefferson County Tribune 17 July 1908, 2. 
23 “Transfers,” Jefferson County Tribune 21 August 1908, 5. 
24 “$50,000 Farm Sale,” Winchester Star 26 February 1937, 3. 
25 Fiftieth Anniversary Edition, Newton Evening Kansas-Republican 22 August 1922, 110 
26 Wichita Eagle 15 July 1913, 8. 



United States Department of the Interior                                                                                       National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900                                                    OMB No. 1024-0018      
 

Morris Harris Farmstead    Jefferson County, Kansas 
Name of Property        County and State 
 

 
 

manager of the Blackwell, Oklahoma Milling & Elevator Company.  This was one of the major elevator stations 
throughout Oklahoma operated by the Warkentin company in connection with its milling operatons.27  Later 
R.W. Amerine purchased a grain elevator in Pleasanton, Kansas.    
 
In 1948 the Council Grove Republican reported news from Williamstown, “R.W. Amerine, 69, a prominent 
stockman and farmer in this community, died Monday night of a heart ailment.  He was the father of Maj. 
Richard Amerine, former University of Kansas football star.”28  After R. W. Amerine passed away, his widow 
Dora and son Carl operated Hill Crest Farm.  Carl married Norraine Roll in 1948.  They had three children, 
Rance, Michael, and Carla.  The family moved to Lawrence in 1960 to attend public schools.  Carl managed 
the property while it was custom farmed by George Gantz from 1960 to 1980.  In 1980 the present owner, 
Michael Amerine took over management of Hill Crest Farm. 
 
Conclusion:  comparative significance 
There are around fifteen historic farm related properties recorded within Jefferson County. Of which, one has 
been listed in the National register – the Lyman Christy Farm in Meriden. Comparatively, the Morris Harris 
Farmstead is an exceptionally fine and well preserved example of site design and architecture in Jefferson 
County and the state of Kansas.  The Harris Farmstead is locally significant under Criterion A because of its 
association with the agricultural and community development of Jefferson County, and as a unique example of 
an intact historic farmstead.   
 
The Harris Farmstead is significant under Criterion C as an exceptional example of a historic farmstead 
constructed during the early twentieth century.  The formal symmetrical farmstead plan and the rusticated 
stone masonry are unusual in Jefferson County and uncommon in Kansas as a whole.  The Harris Farmstead 
buildings have very good integrity of location, design, setting, feeling, and association.  Because of 
contemporary alterations, the smokehouse, barn, and granary have fair integrity of materials and workmanship.  
The Harris Farmstead is eligible for listing as an example of the Farmstead property type identified in “Historic 
Agricultural-related Resources of Kansas,” MPDF.  With the historic house, tenant house, smokehouse, barn, 
granary, and poultry house, the farmstead has more than four associated agricultural structures.29 The use of 
native stone to construct the purpose-built agricultural buildings is unique in Kansas. Due to the excellent 
condition of the building, the farmstead collection retains its historic integrity. The buildings meet the 
registration requirements under the MPDF context and property types for poultry houses, granaries, 
smokehouses, farmhouses, and gable roof barns.  
 
The stories of John W. Harris, Morris Harris, and R. W. Amerine reflected the development of stock-raising and 
farming in Kansas from the mid-nineteenth century to the mid-twentieth century.  As outlined in the context 
statement, “Historic Agricultural-related Resources of Kansas,” NRMPD, the farmstead buildings are 
associated with “The Golden Age:  Farming in the Progressive Era, 1900-1920.”   
 

 
27 Fiftieth Anniversary Edition, Newton Evening Kansas-Republican 22 August 1922, 110. 
28 “R. W. Amerine Dies,” Council Grove Republican 10 November 1948, 1. 
29 Davis, Christy and Brenda Spencer, “Historic Agriculture-related Resources of Kansas,” National Register of Historic 

Places Multiple Property Document.  (Topeka, KS:  Kansas State Historic Preservation Office, 2007), Registration 
Requirements – Farmsteads, F-87. 
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data: 

 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been  State Historic Preservation Office 
 requested)   Other State agency 
 previously listed in the National Register  Federal agency 
 previously determined eligible by the National Register  Local government 
 designated a National Historic Landmark  University 
 recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________  Other 

 recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________   Name of repository:     
 recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________    
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

10.  Geographical Data                                                               
 
Acreage of Property  Approximately 3 acres 
 
 
Provide latitude/longitude coordinates OR UTM coordinates.  
(Place additional coordinates on a continuation page.) 
 
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates  
Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
 
1  -95.282862   39.062667  3   -95.282264  39.060963  
 Latitude:  Longitude:      Latitude: 

 
Longitude: 

2  -95.281832   39.062663  4   -95.283318   39.060988 
 Latitude: Longitude: 

 
    Latitude:  Longitude: 

 
Verbal Boundary Description (describe the boundaries of the property) 
The boundaries of this nomination encompass a rectangular polygon defined by GPS coordinates.  The 
nomination includes only the contributing buildings of the farmstead and excludes the cultivated fields to the 
southeast, south, and west and the former pasture to the north and northeast. 
 
Boundary Justification (explain why the boundaries were selected)  
The boundaries of the farmstead were delineated to nominate the historic farm buildings associated with the 
period of construction by Morris Harris and the later occupation by the R. W. Amerine family. 
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11. Form Prepared By  

name/title   Dale E. Nimz 

organization  date  November 1, 2022 

street & number   4703 Bluebird Lane telephone  785-863-2078 

city or town     McLouth state  KS zip code  66054 

e-mail   dale.nimz@gmail.com 
 
     
Property Owner:  (complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO)  

name  Michael R. Amerine 

street & number    16010 US 24 Highway telephone  785-766-6676 

city or town    Perry state   KS zip code 66073-4018 

 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.). 
 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including  time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 
 
Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 
 
Photographs 

Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each digital image must be 1600x1200 pixels (minimum), at 
300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs to a sketch map or aerial map. Each photograph must be 
numbered and that number must correspond to the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of 
the photographer, photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on every 
photograph. 
 
Photograph Log 
 

Name of Property: Morris Harris Farmstead 

City or Vicinity: Perry vicinity 

County: Jefferson State: 
 
Kansas 

Photographer: 
 
Dale Nimz 

Date 
Photographed: 16 September 2022 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of camera: 
 
1 of #:36 South elevation, Harris House, view from SE 
2 of # 36 South elevation, Harris House, view from S 
3 of # 36 Porch detail, Harris House, south elevation, view from ESE 
4 of # 36 South elevation, Harris House, view from S 
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5 of # 36 East elevation, Harris House, view from E 
6 of # 36 North elevation, Harris House, view from N 
7 of # 36 West elevation, Harris House, view from WNW 
8 of # 36 West elevation, Harris House, view from WSW 
9 of # 36 North elevation, Harris House, smokehouse, north elevation, view from N 
10 of # 36 West elevation, Tenant House, Harris Farmstead, view from SW 
11 of # 36 East elevation, Tenant House, Harris Farmstead, view from SE 
12 of # 36 East elevation, Tenant House, Harris Farmstead, view from E 
13 of # 36 North elevation, Tenant House, Harris Farmstead, view from NNE 
14 of # 36 South elevation, Smokehouse, Harris Farmstead, view from SSE 
15 of # 36 North elevation, Smokehouse, Harris Farmstead, view from NE 
16 of # 36 North elevation, Smokehouse, Harris Farmstead, view from NW 
17 of # 36 West elevation, Smokehouse, Harris Farmstead, view from W 
18 of # 36 Smokehouse ceiling, Harris Farmstead, view from NW 
19 of # 36 Smokehouse wall, Harris Farmstead, view from NW 
20 of # 36 Poultry house, Harris Farmstead, view from SW 
21 of # 36 Poultry house, Harris Farmstead, view from NNW 
22 of # 36 Poultry house, Harris Farmstead, view from NE 
23 of # 36 Barn, Harris Farmstead, view from ESE 
24 of # 36 Barn, Harris Farmstead, view from N 
25 of # 36 Barn, Harris Farmstead, view from SW 
26 of # 36 Barn, Harris Farmstead, view from S 
27 of # 36 Barn, Harris Farmstead, view from SE 
28 of # 36 Barn interior, Harris Farmstead, view from SE 
29 of # 36 Barn stairway, Harris Farmstead, view from S 
30 of # 36 Barn loft interior, Harris Farmstead, view from NW 
31 of # 36 Granary, Harris Farmstead, view from SW 
32 of # 36 North elevation, Granary, Harris Farmstead, view from NE 
33 of # 36 North elevation, Granary, Harris Farmstead, view from NW 
34 of # 36 West elevation, Granary, Harris Farmstead, view from W 
35 of # 36 South elevation, Granary, Harris Farmstead, view from S 
36 of # 36 Granary interior, Harris Farmstead, view from W 

 
Figures 

Include GIS maps, figures, scanned images below. 
 
KS_JeffersonCo_16010_24Hwy_SitePlan_Figure1 
KS_JeffersonCo_16010_24Hwy_Boundary_Figure 2 
AtlasJeffersonCo_1899_Figure3 
AtlasJeffersonCo_1916_Figure4 
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Morris Harris Farmstead (1909) Site Plan – Figure 1 
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Boundary outline – Morris Harris Farmstead – Figure 2 
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Descriptive Atlas of Jefferson County (1899) – Figure 3 
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Standard Atlas of Jefferson Count (1916) – Figure 4 
 
 


	  Morris Harris Farmstead
	  Amerine Hill Crest Farm
	  Historic Agriculture-Related Resources of Kansas MPDF
	  16010 US 24 Highway
	  Perry
	KS
	  Jefferson
	 Kansas
	 May 6, 2023
	AGRICULTURE/Subsistence
	AGRICULTURAL/Subsistence
	CONCRETE
	  METLA: Standing seam metal
	N/A
	 N/A
	 Dale E. Nimz
	 4703 Bluebird Lane
	  McLouth
	 KS
	 Michael R. Amerine
	  16010 US 24 Highway
	 Perry
	  KS

	Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form.)
	Davis, Christy and Brenda Spencer, “Historic Agriculture-related Resources of Kansas,” National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Document.  (Topeka, KS:  Kansas State Historic Preservation Office, 2007).
	Descriptive Atlas of Jefferson County (Chicago, IL:  Acme Publishing Company, 1899).
	Historical and Statistical Directory of Jefferson County, Kansas (1899).  Copy in Michael R. Amerine file.
	McAlester, Virginia Savage.  A Field Guide to American Houses (New York, NY:  Alfred A. Knopf, rev. ed., 2015).
	Standard Atlas of Jefferson County (Chicago, IL:  George A. Ogle & Company, 1916).
	SR_COVER_NRnom.pdf
	Kansas State Historical Society
	 Morris Harris Farmstead
	 Amerine Hill Crest Farm
	Hisotric Agricultural Related Resources of Kansas
	16010 US 24 Highway
	Perry
	Jefferson
	KS
	Kansas




