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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for indiwvidual properties and districts.
See instructions in How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National

Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x"™ in the appropriate box or by entering the
information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not
applicable." For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter
only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative items on
continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all
items.

Other name/site number:

307 North Commercial Street not for publication

Mankato vicinity
state Kansas code KS county Jewell code 089 zip code 66956

3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby
certify that this _X nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation

standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural
and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property X meets does not meet the National Register criteria.
I recommend that this property be considered significant nationally X statewide locally.
{ continuation sheet. for additiopal comments.)
wz ,ocfi 3502
ature of ‘certifying official &/ Date

Kansas State Historical Society
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria.
( See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

I, hereby, certify that this property is:
entered in the National Register.
See continuation sheet

determined eligible for the National Register.

See continuation sheet

determined not eligible for the National Register.

removed from the National Register.

other, (explain:)

Signature of Keeper Date of Action
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Property Name

County and State_ Jewell County, Kansas

 Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property

private X building(s)
X public-local district

public-State site

public-Federal structure

object

Name of related multiple property listing:
Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a
multiple property listing.)

Historic County Courthouses of Kansas

Historic Functions
{Enter categories from instructions.)

GOVERNMENT: County Courthouse

Dascription

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

MODERN MOVEMENT: Art Deco

Page 2

No. of Resources within Property

contributing noncontributing

buildings
sites

structures

e
objects
2

Total

No. of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register:

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

GOVERNMENT: County Courthouse

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Foundation STONE: Limestone

walls STONE: Limestone
roof __ OTHER: Composite Material

Other

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more

continuation sheets.)
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‘Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the
property for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns
of our history. :

B Properﬁy is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

X c Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction
or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

b

owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

9]

a birthplace or a grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions.) Period of Significance Significant Dates
ARCHITECTURE 1937-50 N/A
POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A ' Radstinsky, Joseph W., architect

Mertz, John V., contractor

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation
sheets.)

USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form

property Name_Jewell County Courthouse




County and State Jewell County, Kansas Page 4

o — » i

jor Bibliogr

e

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation
sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NP3): Primary location of additional data:
preliminary determination of individual listing X State Historic Preservation Office
(36 CFR 67) has been requested Other State agency
previously listed in the National Register Federal agency
previously determined eligible by the National Register Local government
designated a National Histeric Landmark University
recorded by Historic American Buildings X other
Survey # Specify repository:
recorded by Historic American Engineering Library and Archives Division, Kansas

State Historical Society; Topeka, Kansas

Record #

ical Data

Acreage of property _<1

UTM References

Bl 5/6/7/6/5/0 4/4/0/4/3/5/0 3 / e N TR iy e
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2 / A A Ll f 4 / i il b

See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification {(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

name/title

Deana Cloud and Sally F. Schwenk

organization _Historic Preservation Services, LLC date _April 30, 2000
street & number _818 Grand Boulevard, Suite 1150 telephone (816)221-5133
city or town _Kansas City state Missouri zip code _64106

Addi umentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.)

‘item at

street & number 307 North Commercial Street telephone (785) 378-4020

city or town Mankato state _KS zip code _66956
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DESCRIPTION

The Jewell County Courthouse is a restrained, Art Deco style structure that occupies a full block to the north of
the Mankato, Kansas historic central business district [Figure 1: City Map of Mankato, Kansas]. It is located on
the east portion of the block with the primary fagade facing east onto Commercial Street. The two- and three-
story courthouse is irregular in plan and measures approximately 120 feet wide by 90 feet deep by 40 feet high. A
one-story addition (c.1982) to the north fagade houses the jail, which is accessed from the exterior or through the
sheriff’s office in the original courthouse [Figure 2: Existing Site Plan]. The courthouse exterior is rough-cut
limestone laid in running bond and a reinforced concrete skeleton structure. The building has a tiered, flat roof.
The facades are arranged in a series of setbacks that progressively step up from two stories at the end bays to 3%
stories at the central bay. Except for the window replacements, the building retains a high degree of integrity
[Photographs #1, #2 and #3]. Erected in 1936-1937 as a county courthouse, the structure continues to serves as a
county courthouse.

The courthouse has nine bays on the east fagade, eight bays on the west fagade, and five bays on the north and
south fagades. The exterior of the courthouse is rough-cut limestone laid in running bond with dressed limestone
detailing. A soldier course extends around the perimeter of the building at the lintel location of the first- and
third-floor windows. The first-floor soldier course is chamfered at the top, which distinguishes the building base.
Dressed limestone highlights the windowsills and projecting frontispiece of the primary fagade, and limestone
medallions adorn the north and south walls of the west fagade [Photograph #2]. Metal-clad, double-hung sash
window units replace the original wood frame windows. Opaque transom panels enclose the upper third of the
second-floor windows, third-floor windows on the west fagade, and a band of three bay windows at the staircase.

The building has two public entrances. The primary entrance is on the east fagade and features a projecting
frontispiece made up of three bays, each with a set of double doors. Vertically grooved panels with low relief
corn and wheat ornamentation are set within the frontispiece of each bay. A formal set of stairs leads to the
primary entrance and once inside, an additional flight of stairs leads to the first floor. Metal lettering that reads:
“JEWELL COUNTY COURT HOUSE” is attached above the frontispiece windows [Photograph #4]. An at-
grade secondary entrance is on the west facade. The original wood doors with ornate, white metal push bars and
glazed transoms are intact [Photograph #5].

The floor plan, use, and interior finishes of the Jewell County Courthouse are typical of many Kansas courthouses
built during the Works Project Administration period. Each floor has a north and south running corridor and is
accessed by the primary staircase on the east side of the building, as well as a secondary enclosed staircase on the
northwest corner of the building. The first floor houses the county clerk and register of deeds offices and the
second floor houses the courtroom [Figure 3: Typical Floor Plan; Photograph #9]. Interior finishes consist of
vinyl floor tile, glazed block wainscoting, plastered walls and ceilings, and oak doors and trim [Photographs #7
and #8]. The staircase and landings are constructed of concrete and have decorative steel balustrades
[Photograph #6]. Original light fixtures and sconces also remain intact [Photograph #10].

In ¢.1982, county commissioners erected a one-story jail addition to the north fagade of the original courthouse.
The addition’s exterior is also rough-cut limestone laid in running bond. It has a flat roof and few masonry
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openings. Prior to construction of the new addition, the jail was housed in a historic brick structure on the
northeast corner of Center and Madison streets in Mankato. In 1981, city officials determined the structure to be
unsuitable for jail use and it was closed.'

The Jewell County Courthouse has excellent architectural integrity despite the minor alterations mentioned above.
The ¢.1982 addition to the north, while affecting the primary fagades, is recessed from the original building’s
main block and is subservient in size, scale and massing. If removed in the future, little loss of the original fabric
of the courthouse would occur. Although a later addition, its understated design, materials, and massing are
compatible with the original courthouse. Metal-clad window units replace the original wood frame windows;
nevertheless, the overall exterior appearance is not significantly compromised due to the retention of the window
and door openings, as well as the remaining original exterior features such as the masonry, projecting frontispiece,
and roofline. All of the interior features such as the vinyl floor tile, glazed block wainscoting, plastered walls and
ceilings, oak doors and trim, staircase, and light fixtures are also intact. The floor plan configuration of each floor
1s intact as well. Overall, the Jewell County Courthouse not only has excellent architectural integrity, but it is also
in excellent condition as a result of the care and attention given to the maintenance of the structure by a
succession of county commissioners.

Jewell County Clerk, Telephone conversation with author, 24 April 2000.
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PHOTO LOG Photographer: Dana Cloud
Date of Photographs: December 13, 1999
Location of Negatives: Kansas State Historical Society
Cultural Resources Division
6425 S.W. 6" Avenue ‘
Topeka, Kansas 66615-1099
Photo # Subject Camera Direction
E Exterior of Courthouse Southwest
2. Exterior of Courthouse Northeast
3. Exterior of Courthouse Northwest
4. Detail of East (Main) Entrance Northwest
5. Detail of Main Entrance Doors West
6. Staircase from First to Second Floor Southwest
7 Staircase from First to Second Floor East
8. Main Corridor on First Floor South
9. Main Courtroom on Second Floor South
10. Light Fixture in Second Floor Corridor West
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Figure 1: City Map of Mankato, Kansas
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Figure 2: Existing Site Plan
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Figure 3: Typical Floor Plan
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