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Kansas State Historical Society 

Register of Historic Kansas Places 
Registration Form
This form is for use in nominating individual properties and districts. The format is similar to the National Register of Historic Places form. See instructions in How to 
Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by 
entering the information requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural 
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative items on 
continuation sheets. Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.  

1. Name of Property

Historic name Downtown Gardner Historic District 

Other names/site number KHRI 091-3856 

Name of related Multiple Property Listing n/a 

2. Location

street & number  102-107 South Elm Street; 130-218 Main Street; 204 East Park Street not for publication 

city or town  Gardner   vicinity 

state Kansas code KS county Johnson code 091 zip code 66030 

3-4. Certification

The above property has been determined eligible for both the Register of Historic Kansas Places and the National 
Register of Historic Places. The property has been documented and recorded on a National Register of Historic Places 
nomination form, which serves as the official register nomination for this property.  
The Historic Sites Board of Review has determined that this property meets the documentation standards for registering 
properties in the Register of Historic Kansas Places.  
I hereby certify that this property meets the criteria for and is listed in the Register of Historic Kansas Places. 
Applicable State Register Criteria:   x     A          B          C         D 

__August 5, 2023__________
Signature of certifying official/Title  Katrina Ringler, Deputy SHPO             Date 

Kansas State Historical Society 
State agency 

x 

Listed in the Register of Historic Kansas Places 08/05/2023
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National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts.  See instructions in National Register Bulletin, How to Complete 
the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form.  If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable."  For 
functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions.  Place additional certification 
comments, entries, and narrative items on continuation sheets if needed (NPS Form 10-900a).   

1. Name of Property

Historic name Downtown Gardner Historic District 

Other names/site number KHRI: 091-3856 

Name of related Multiple Property Listing N/A 

2. Location 

Street & number  102-107 South Elm Street; 130-218 Main Street; 204 East Park Street N/A   not for publication 

City or town  Gardner N/A    vicinity 

State  Kansas Code KS County Johnson Code 091 Zip code  66030 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 

I hereby certify that this    x    nomination     _ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for 
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 
36 CFR Part 60.  
In my opinion, the property   x _  meets     _  does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I recommend that this property be 
considered significant at the following level(s) of significance: 

 national     statewide   x    local    Applicable National Register Criteria:    x    A    B    C      ___D      

Signature of certifying official/Title  Katrina Ringler, Deputy SHPO   Date 

Kansas State Historical Society 
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

In my opinion, the property      meets     does not meet the National Register criteria.  

Signature of commenting official     Date 

Title      State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 
4. National Park Service Certification
I hereby certify that this property is: 

  entered in the National Register       determined eligible for the National Register   

    determined not eligible for the National Register   removed from the National Register  

   other (explain:)       _________________   

  Signature of the Keeper        Date of Action  

Listed in the National Register of Historic Places October 17, 2023

August 5, 2023
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5.  Classification  
 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box.) 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 
 

    Contributing Noncontributing  

x private  building(s) 19 5 buildings 
x public - Local x district 0 0 sites 
 public - State  site 0 1 structures 
 public - Federal  structure 0 0 objects 
   object             19 6 Total 

 
 
  Number of contributing resources previously listed 

in the National Register 

  0 
                                             
6. Function or Use                                                                      

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

COMMERCE/TRADE: Department Store  COMMERCE/TRADE: Business 

COMMERCE/TRADE: Financial Institution  COMMERCE/TRADE: Professional 

COMMERCE/TRADE: Specialty Store  COMMERCE/TRADE: Restaurant 

COMMERCE/TRADE: Warehouse  COMMERCE/TRADE: Specialty Store 

FUNERARY: Mortuary   HEALTH CARE: Medical Business 

GOVERNMENT: Post Office  OTHER: Laundry 
INDUSTRY/PROCESSING/EXTRACTION: Industrial 
Storage  RECREATION AND CULTURE: Sports Facility 

RECREATION AND CULTURE: Theatre   SOCIAL: Meeting Hall 

SOCIAL: Meeting Hall  VACANT 
   
7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 Materials  
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

LATE NINETEENTH AND EARLY TWENTIETH 
CENTURY REVIVALS: Classical Revival  foundation: CONCRETE 
LATE NINETEENTH AND EARLY TWENTIETH 
CENTURY REVIVALS: Neoclassical Revival  walls: BRICK 

MODERN MOVEMENT: Streamline Moderne    

NO STYLE  roof: ASPHALT 

OTHER: One-Part Commercial Block  other: STONE (foundation) 

OTHER: Two-Part Commercial Block    
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Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe contributing and noncontributing 
resources, if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as 
its location, type, style, method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has historic 
integrity.)   
 
Summary  
The Downtown Gardner Historic District (the District) is located within the boundaries of the City of Gardner, Johnson 
County, Kansas. The District encompasses approximately 3.8 acres and contains twenty-five resources. The nineteen 
contributing and six noncontributing resources were built between 1905 and circa 1967. Those constructed during the 
period of significance, 1905 to ca. 1960s, are the remaining resources that represent the period of growth and development 
of Gardner in the first half of the twentieth century. Resources within the district boundaries extend in all directions from 
the intersection of Main and Elm streets. The brick one- and two-story commercial buildings have flat roofs that slope 
gently towards secondary elevations. Most resources are simple commercial buildings with some exhibiting discernible 
Classical Revival, Neoclassical, and Streamline Moderne elements. All resources face the streets, and abut wide, paved 
sidewalks. Narrow alleys and tenant parking lots line most secondary elevations. The district retains historic integrity as a 
distinct twentieth century commercial cluster. 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Elaboration  
 
SETTING AND SITE 
 
The Downtown Gardner Historic District is located on a relatively flat site in Gardner, near the southwest corner of 
Johnson County, Kansas (Figures 1 and 2). Tracks of the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad sit less than a mile south 
of the District. Interstate 35 (I-35) is approximately 2.2 miles east. The National Register-listed Herman B. Foster House 
(NRIS #7001226, listed on 11/28/2007) is 0.3 miles west of the District along West Main Street. The area immediately 
surrounding the District is a mix of modest residential houses, modern commercial buildings, and government/civic 
buildings including the Gardner City Hall, the Gardner Elementary School, Wheatridge Middle School, a branch of the 
Johnson County Library, and the Johnson County Fairgrounds. US-56 Highway (US-56) runs east-west through the center 
of the District where it is known as East Main Street. Within the District, East Main Street/US-56 is a wide, four-lane 
asphalt-paved road with parking along the north and south sides. Elm Street runs north/south and intersects East Main 
Street in the center of the District. It is known as North Elm Street north of Main Street, and South Elm Street south of 
Main Street. Parking is located on the east and west sides of the street. While the streets have been upgraded with new 
paving and routine maintenance over the years, their alignments appear to be in their historic configuration (Figure 3). 
Concrete sidewalks with regularly spaced cobra-style streetlights line all streets within the District. Narrow alleys run 
behind all buildings. They are generally paved with gravel or concrete. About half of the buildings within the District 
extend all the way back to the alleys. Some tenant parking spaces are located off of the alleys on gravel lots behind the 
buildings. 
 
All buildings within the District are brick with flat roofs behind parapet walls. Most are a single story with minimal 
architectural detailing and wide storefront openings that fill the street-facing elevation. Three substantial two-story brick 
commercial buildings anchor the intersection of Main and Elms streets. These buildings generally have a higher level of 
detailing and materials than the rest. A wide block of one-story buildings with uniform appearance anchors the northeast 
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corner. Additions have been added to rear (non-street-facing) elevations of some buildings in the District. The additions 
are generally shorter and are not visible from the main right-of-way. One outbuilding is located within the District 
boundaries. 
 
 
METHODOLOGY  
 
The following building descriptions are organized by address according to their original ownership, or earliest known 
internal configuration. Construction dates primarily came from newspaper articles. The Johnson County, Kansas 
Appraiser’s online parcel records supplemented some resource dates. The 1925 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map created in 
1925, the only one to cover Gardner, helped determine early interior configuration of buildings and early addresses. 
Buildings with historically common ownership or substantial historic connections during the period of significance, 1905- 
ca.1960s, are grouped together as a single resource, even if they are no longer internally connected or in common 
ownership. Any historically unconnected or unassociated buildings during the period of significance that currently share 
common ownership or connections are counted separately. The single outbuilding within the District’s boundaries is 
individually counted because of its substantial size. Small parking areas that abut non-street-facing elevations of some 
buildings within the District are not individually counted due to their size. 
 
 
BUILDING DESCRIPTIONS 
 
100 Block of South Elm Street – West Side 
 
1. Gardner State Bank Building (C) KHRI: 091-1970-00006                    102 South Elm Street 
Date of Construction: ca. 1916                Late 19th and 20th Century Revivals: Neoclassical Revival 
Historic (1925) Address: 116-117 Elm Street 
Parcel Description: Town of Gardner (Main Street), E 6' N 40' Lt 153 & N 40' Lts 155 & 157 GAC 115 (Parcel ID 
0461372502004001000) 
Historic Function: COMMERCE/TRADE: Financial Institution; SOCIAL: Meeting Hall 
Present Function: COMMERCE/TRADE: Business  
Architect/Builder: Buckley, A. H. (Architect)1 
Photos: 2, 4-5 
 
The two-story Gardner State Bank Building occupies all of its lot at the southwest corner of the intersection of East Main 
Street at Elm Street except for a six-foot wide alley along the west elevation. The building has a flat roof behind a parapet, 
and a projecting bracketed cornice lines the north and west (primary) elevations, as well as a few feet at the east side of 
the south elevation. A narrow band of brick and stone runs just below the cornice, with a modern sign in the center of the 
east elevation. The primary elevation faces east, towards Elm Street. Three bays organize the recessed wall. Two cast iron 
columns in front of the wall rise up from brick foundations to the stone band below the cornice to further delineate the 
bays. The north and south bays are identical. A modern brick planter spans the width of both bays within the recess. 
Beyond the planters, the first story contains a pair of aluminum-framed glazed storefront windows with a three-light 

 
1 “To Build at Once,” Gardner Gazette, February 25, 1916, 1 (newspapers.com). 
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transom above. All three second story bays each contain three 1/1 hung aluminum-framed windows within the historic 
openings. In the center bay, a short brick stair leads up from the sidewalk to the entrance, which is set within an elaborate 
surround. A small round window opening tops the surround, and a modern pair of glazed wood doors fill the historic 
opening below a fabric awning. Engaged brick pilasters organize the five bays of the north elevation fronting East Main 
Street. All masonry openings have dressed stone sills; second-story openings have a pair of hung aluminum-framed 
windows within the historic opening. Painted stone squares are set into the brick between each story. Each bay, except for 
the west bay, features a pair of tall 1/1 hung aluminum-framed windows within the historic opening on the first story. 
Basement-level openings have a pair of narrow fixed windows separated with a brick mullion. The west bay contains a 
secondary wood-framed entrance with a narrow transom and a pair of narrow sidelights that flank the entrance. Two 
windows are separated by a wide wood mullion above the entrance. This may be a historic configuration, but no historic 
photos of the entrance are available. The south elevation shares the first-story wall with a neighboring building. The 
second story has four arched window openings filled with a 1/1 hung aluminum-framed window. The west (alley) 
elevation has a single arched window opening on the first story, and three similar openings on the second story. All are 
filled with the same windows as the south elevation openings.  
 
Integrity: The Gardner State Bank Building retains historic integrity despite minimal alterations to the primary east 
façade. A secondary entrance in the south bay was removed at an unknown date, and the storefront rebuilt to resemble the 
north bay. All other masonry openings are intact, and the building looks much the same as it did when it housed the 
Gardner Sate Bank (Figure 4). 
 
2. Commercial Building (C) KHRI: 091-3701                  106-108 South Elm Street 
Date of Construction: 1907              One Part Commercial Block 
Historic (1925) Address: 119-121 Elm Street 
Parcel Description: [106] TOWN OF GARDNER (MAIN STREET) PT LTS 155 & 157 BG 60' S NE CR LT 157 WLY 
36.5' SLY 14.7' ELY 7.2' NLY 4.6' ELY 4.4' SLY4.6' ELY 24.9' TO E/L LT 157 N 14.7' TO POB GAC 131 1 (Parcel ID 
0461372502004004040); [108] TOWN OF GARDNER (MAIN STREET) S 50' LT 155 & S 50' LT 157 EX BG 60' S NE 
CR LT 157 WLY 36.5' SLY 14.7' ELY 7.2' NLY 4.6'ELY 4.4' SLY 4.6'ELY 24.9'TO E/L LT 157 N 14.7' TO POB GAC 131 
(Parcel ID 0461372502004004000) 
Historic Function: COMMERCE/TRADE: Specialty Store 
Present Function: COMMERCE/TRADE: Specialty Store; VACANT 
Architect/Builder: Unknown 
Photo: 5 
 
This wide one-story brick building fills its lot and has a flat roof behind a decorative dentiled brick cornice that extends 
across the width of the main (east) elevation. An asphalt shingle-clad awning spans the entire east elevation above the 
storefront openings. A square stone sign bears the date of the building’s construction, 1907. Below the sign, a modern 
wood-framed, shingle-clad awning spans the wall. Brick piers divide the east elevation into three bays; each bay contains 
a storefront. Much of the elevation contains narrow painted wood paneling. While appearing as three storefronts with two 
separate addresses today, the building historically contained three interconnected spaces labeled “FLOUR & FEED” on a 
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1925 Sanborn Map and is therefore counted as a single resource (Figure 6).2 The south half of the north bay contains a 
glazed storefront window set atop a wood bulkhead. The north half contains a narrow wood-framed door with two 
through-wall air conditioning units. The center bay contains a large storefront window in the south half with a glazed 
wood door in the north part. The south bay is the widest of the three bays. Three storefront windows with wood mullions 
occupy much of the space; a glazed entrance is in the north part. The unadorned south elevation fronts an unpaved alley. 
The parapet steps down slightly to the west near the center of the wall. Three lintels are visible along the center of the 
wall, but the openings have been covered with painted stucco. The north and west elevations share a wall with a 
neighboring building and are completely obscured.  
 
Integrity: This building has undergone alterations, including covering (or possibly removal) of transom lights above the 
storefronts, along with reconfigurations to the storefronts themselves and the addition of an awning. Despite the 
alterations, the building retains historic integrity and is recognizable as an early twentieth century commercial building. 
 
100 Block of South Elm Street – East Side 
 
3. Masonic Temple (C) KHRI: 091-1970-00012              103-105 South Elm Street 
Date of Construction: 1907              Other: Two-Part Commercial Block 
Historic (1925) Address: 103-104 Elm Street 
Parcel Description: [103] TOWN OF GARDNER (MAIN STREET) N 56' LT 159 EX S 29'3" GAC 133 (Parcel ID 
0461372502003012000; [105] TOWN OF GARDNER (MAIN STREET) S 20' 11" OF N 47' 8" LTS 159 161 & S 20' 11" 
OF N 47' 8" W 20' LT 163 & S 29' 3" OF N 56' OF E 10' LT 163 & S 29'3" OF N 56' W 5' 8" LT 165 EX W 6' S 5' 10" N 
47' 8" LT 159 GAC 133 1 (Parcel ID 0461372502003013000) 
Historic Function: COMMERCE/TRADE: Department Store; SOCIAL: Meeting Hall 
Present Function: COMMERCE/TRADE: Financial Institution, Restaurant; SOCIAL: Meeting Hall 
Architect/Builder: Washburn & Son (Architect)3 
Photos: 6 and 7 
 
This two-story rectangular building occupies all of its lot. A historic one-story portion sits to the east. It is located at the 
southeast corner of the intersection of East Main Street and Elm Street. It has a flat roof behind a tall parapet with 
decorative brickwork along the north and west walls. Along the primary west wall, painted metal letters that spell out 
“MASONIC TEMPLE 1907” adorn the center of the raised parapet. All upper story openings on the north and west 
elevations have decorative blonde brick segmental arches and cast stone sills. The bottom of each arch is connected with a 
line of identical blonde brick. Openings on the secondary east and south elevations have simple brick arches. One-over-
one vinyl fill all upper story window openings. The primary west elevation faces Elm Street and is generally symmetrical. 
A painted steel lintel separates the first and second stories, a half-height brick pilaster divides the first story terminating at 
a metal lintel. Each bay has a tall transom opening that spans the width of each bay and is filled with narrow glazing. A 
modern corrugated metal awning spans most of the elevation below the transoms. The west bay is a few feet wider than 
the east bay. It features an aluminum-framed storefront with painted wood bulkheads flanking a recessed pair of glazed 

 
2 Sanborn Map Company, Gardner, Johnson County, Kansas (New York: Sanborn Map Company, 1925), sheet 1. 
3 “The Masons to Build,” Gardner Gazette, October 25, 1907, 1 (newspapers.com). 
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doors. The east bay has a group of three aluminum-framed storefront windows resting on a painted wood bulkhead in the 
center of the bay. A recessed entry flanks each side of the windows; the west entry has a glazed door that leads to an 
office space beyond. The east entry has a painted wood door with a glazed upper panel and solid lower panel that leads up 
to the second-floor space. The long north wall faces Main Street. It is divided into eight bays; the west five bays are part 
of the main two-story portion. The west two bays on the first story have three glazed, aluminum-framed panels covered by 
a corrugated metal awning. Above the awning are two narrow painted brick arched window openings with stone sills. 
Those openings, along with a square opening in each of the three remaining first-floor bays, have fixed glazing and are 
similar to those on the upper story. The one-story section has similar, but shorter, masonry openings. The east and south 
elevations both adjoin one-story buildings. The one-story section of the east elevation is not visible; it shares a wall with a 
modern building outside the District boundaries. The two-story sections of the east elevation, along with the west 
elevation, have four masonry openings.  
 
Integrity: The Masonic Temple has seen few alterations and retains historic integrity (Figure 5). Masonry openings along 
the street-facing elevations are intact, though windows have been replaced. The current metal awnings are not historic, but 
do not significantly impact the storefronts or transom windows. The south bay of the west elevation appears to have been 
slightly reconfigured with the addition of a modern entrance at the north end, and modern aluminum-framed glazing has 
been added to all storefronts. Taken together, these alterations do not significantly impact the building’s integrity, and its 
commercial use is still apparent.  
 
4. Commercial Building (NC) KHRI: 091-3857                        107 South Elm 
Date of Construction: 1967                        International Style 
Historic (1925) Address: N/A (vacant lot) 
Parcel Description: 
Historic Function: N/A 
Present Function: INDUSTRY/PROCESSING/EXTRACTION: Communications Facility 
Architect/Builder: Unknown 
Photo: 6 
 
This one-story building is noncontributing due to age. The primary west elevation fronts South Elm Street and has a 
recessed entrance near the center of the wall. Narrow 1/1 aluminum-framed windows flank both sides of the entrance. The 
south wall abuts a paved alley; it is unadorned save a simple entrance in the center of the wall. The north elevation is 
obscured by a neighboring building, and the east elevation abuts a paved parking lot. 
 
200 Block of South Elm Street – East Side 
 
5. Parking Lot (NC Structure)                                  South Elm Street 
Date of Construction: N/A                      Parking Lot 
Historic (1925) Address: 106-107 Elm Street 
Parcel Description: TOWN OF GARDNER (PARK STREET) N 1/2 LT 160 GAC 219 (Parcel ID 0461372502003019000) 
Historic Function: N/A 
Present Function: OTHER: Parking Lot 
Architect/Builder: N/A 
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This small, asphalt-paved parking lot (Figure 13) has a roughly square footprint and is a noncontributing structure to the 
District. It is a concrete-paved lot that is accessed from the alley to the north. A low brick wall lines both the east side 
along the sidewalk adjacent to East Elm Street, and part of the north side at the alley (Figure 13). A small one-story 
building is depicted near the south end of the lot on the 1925 Sanborn Map; it is not known when that building was 
demolished. 
 
6. Clearman, H. T., Building (C) KHRI: 091-1970-00244         204 East Park Street 
Date of Construction: 19154              One Part Commercial Block 
Historic (1925) Address: 108-109 Elm Street 
Parcel Description:   TOWN OF GARDNER (PARK STREET) S 1/2 LTS 160 & 162 & ALL LTS 164 & 166 GAC 221 
(Parcel ID 0461372502003020000) 
Historic Function: COMMERCE/TRADE: Specialty Store5 
Present Function: COMMERCE/TRADE: Specialty Store 
Architect/Builder: Unknown 
Photo: 12 
 
This one-story square building occupies all of its lot. It has a saltbox roof that slopes to the north and south behind brick 
parapet walls along the east and west sides. All masonry openings have brick sills. Located at the northeast corner of the 
intersection of South Elm Street and East Park Street, the main elevation faces west, towards South Elm Street. Three 
bays organize the elevation, with decorative brick panels above each bay. The parapet wall steps down at the north bay. 
The panels each have a stretcher course of brick along the outside with a three-brick basket weave pattern within. A neon 
sign is located between the center and south bays just below the brick panels. The north bay contains a large, glazed 
aluminum-framed storefront window with a wood slab door to the south. The entrance is in the south 2/3 of the center 
bay. It has a pair of wood paneled doors with glazing in the upper half and a narrow three-light transom above. The south 
bay contains a pair of tall, glazed aluminum-framed windows. The south elevation faces East Park Street and is divided 
into four bays. Looking east to west, the first and third bays each have a single opening with similar windows as the south 
bay of the west elevation. The second and fourth bays are wider, and each have a large loading bay opening. Those 
openings are each filled with a multi-light storefront system in the upper 2/3 with a paneled wood bulkhead in the lower 
part. The north elevation abuts a small parking lot (Resource 5). The brick on this wall has been painted black. A masonry 
opening at the west end has been filled with brick, and a metal slab door is in the east end. The east elevation abuts a 
vacant lot. The parapet wall steps down to the north at regular intervals along the wall. Openings along this wall are either 
filled with modern aluminum-framed windows or brick. 
 
Integrity: No historic photos of this building have been found; however, the masonry openings on street-facing elevations 
appear to be historic. The introduction of modern aluminum-framed storefront systems into the openings has not 
significantly impacted the appearance of the building, and its early industrial use is apparent.  

 
4 This Building was built as a blacksmith shop for H. T. Clearman; “To my Friends and Patrons,” Gardner Gazette, November 12, 
1915, 2 (newspapers.com). 
5 “To my Friends and Patrons,” 2. 
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100 Block of East Main Street –North Side 
 
7. Gardner Gazette Building (NC) KHRI: 091-1970-00203          

          130 East Main Street6 (west half) 
Date of Construction: ca. 1910                                      One Part Commercial Block 
Historic (1925) Address: 208 Main Street 
Parcel Description: [130] TOWN OF GARDNER (MAIN STREET) E 17' 3 " LT 148 & W 9" LT 150GAC 101 (Parcel 
ID 0461362403004014000); [132] TOWN OF GARDNER (MAIN STREET) W 8.5' LT 152 & E 9' 6" LT 150GAC 102A 
(Parcel ID 0461362403004016000) 
Historic Function: INDUSTRY/PROCESSING/EXTRACTION: Communications Facility7;  
Present Function: Commerce/Trade: Specialty Store 
Architect/Builder: Sponable, F. W. (Builder)8 
Photo: 10 
 
This one-story brick building has a flat roof behind a tall, unadorned, parapet wall with stone coping. It has a narrow 
rectangular footprint that occupies most of the south half of its lot. The primary south elevation faces towards East Main 
Street and is divided into two identically sized bays with a single brick column that extends from the ground to the top of 
the storefront openings. The entrance of the west bay (130 East Main) is recessed at the east end of the bay. Two narrow, 
aluminum-framed fixed windows fill the rest of the wall to the west of the entrance. A non-historic asphalt shingle-
covered awning sits just above the storefront. Above that, the transom opening is covered with a wood-framed panel. A 
modern sign is affixed to the masonry near the top of the wall. The east wall is completely covered by a neighboring 
building. The west wall steps down slightly in the center, and then sharply at the addition. It is covered with painted 
plaster panels. The unadorned north elevation faces a paved alley. A short frame addition was added to the north (rear) 
elevation at an unknown date. A paved parking area is between the building and the alley.  
 
Integrity: The Gardner Gazette Building is noncontributing due to alterations to the primary south façade. Although the 
west entrance may be in its historic location a portion of the storefront opening has been filled with brick at an unknown 
date. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
6 This building is associated with the building to the east, at 132 East Main Street, and does not have a separate address. The buildings 
had separate addresses during the period of significance (208 East Main Street). It is not known when the buildings came under 
common ownership. 
7 The earliest known occupant was the Gardner Gazette, and the building was depicted as “Printing” on the 1925 Sanborn Map. 
8 “Two New Buildings,” Gardner Gazette, January 28, 1910, 1 (newspapers.com). 
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8. Dodge Sisters Millinery Store Building (C) KHRI: 091-1970-00204  
130 East Main Street9 (east half) 

Date of Construction: ca. 1910                                      One Part Commercial Block 
Historic (1925) Address: 209 Main Street 
Parcel Description: [132] TOWN OF GARDNER (MAIN STREET) W 8.5' LT 152 & E 9' 6" LT 150GAC 102A (Parcel 
ID 0461362403004016000) 
Historic Function: Commerce/Trade: Specialty Store10  
Present Function: Commerce/Trade: Specialty Store 
Architect/Builder: Sponable, F. W. (Builder)11 
Photo: 10 
 
This one-story brick building has a flat roof behind a tall, unadorned, parapet wall with stone coping. It has a narrow 
rectangular footprint that occupies most of the south half of its lot. The primary south elevation faces towards East Main 
Street. A wood-framed transom with ten glazed panels and a painted steel lintel line the top of the wall. The outside 
storefront openings each have a pair of painted wood-framed windows set atop painted wood bulkheads. Solid wood 
panels with a decorative oval-shaped glazing angle in towards the central entrance. That opening is filled with a paneled 
wood door and topped with a narrow transom. The east and west walls are completely obscured by neighboring buildings. 
The unadorned north elevation faces a paved alley. A short frame addition was added to the north (rear) elevation at an 
unknown date. A paved parking area is between the building and the alley. 
 
Integrity: Dodge Sisters Millinery Building retains historic integrity. The storefront appears to have few alterations, aside 
from replacing the panels that angle in towards the door. An announcement for the building described both storefronts as 
being brick with a “plate glass front.” No other alterations are apparent, and the building is easily identified as an early 
1900s commercial building (Figure 7). 
 
9. Commercial Building (C) KHRI: 091-1970-00206                      132 East Main Street 
Date of Construction: 1908                    One Part Commercial Block 
Historic (1925) Address: 210 Main Street 
Parcel Description: TOWN OF GARDNER (MAIN STREET) W 8.5' LT 152 & E 9' 6" LT 150GAC 102A (Parcel ID 
0461362403004016000) 
Historic Function: COMMERCE/TRADE: Specialty Store 
Present Function: COMMERCE/TRADE: Specialty Store 
Architect/Builder: Unknown 
Photo: 11 
 

 
9 This building is associated with the building to the west, at 130 East Main Street, and does not have a separate address. The buildings 
had separate addresses during the period of significance (209 East Main Street). It is not known when the buildings came under 
common ownership. 
10 The original occupant of the building was the Dodge Sisters Millinery Store; “Two New Buildings,” Gardner Gazette, January 28, 
1910, 1 (newspapers.com). 
11 “Two New Buildings,” Gardner Gazette, January 28, 1910, 1 (newspapers.com). 
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This one-story brick building has a flat roof behind a tall, unadorned, parapet wall. It has a long rectangular footprint that 
fronts East Main Street and generally occupies the south third of its lot. It is part of a block that contains three other 
storefronts. Research shows that these storefronts were not associated during the period of significance and are therefore 
counted as separate resources here. Each storefront is separated with a single brick column that extends up from the 
foundation to the top of the parapet. An unadorned brick parapet wall with stone coping lines the block. Main Street 
slopes slightly down to the west along the block, exposing more of the foundation with each successive storefront. The 
primary elevation of this building faces south, towards East Main Street. The storefront contains a wood-framed transom 
with eight glazed panels and a painted bracketed steel lintel line the top of the storefront. The outside storefront bays each 
have a single painted wood-framed window set atop painted wood bulkheads. Solid wood panels with a decorative oval-
shaped glazing angle in towards the central entrance. That opening is filled with a paneled wood door and topped with a 
narrow transom. 
 
Integrity: This building retains historic integrity and has seen few substantial alterations. A historic photo shows that 
retractable awnings once covered each storefront. They were removed at an unknown date, and the top part of the 
storefront was repaired. Other minor alterations include replacement of the storefront windows and the entrance door 
(Figure 7). Despite these alterations, the storefront openings are intact, and the building’s commercial use is apparent. 
 
10. Commercial Building (C) KHRI: 091-1970-00208                  134 East Main Street 
Date of Construction: 1908                       One Part Commercial Block 
Historic (1925) Address: 211 Main Street 
Parcel Description: TOWN OF GARDNER (MAIN STREET) 16' X 110' LT 152 GAC 104 (Parcel ID 
0461362403004017000) 
Historic Function: COMMERCE/TRADE: Specialty Store 
Present Function: COMMERCE/TRADE: Specialty Store 
Architect/Builder: Unknown 
Photo: 11 
 
This one-story brick building has a flat roof behind a tall, unadorned, parapet wall. It has a long rectangular footprint that 
fronts East Main Street and generally occupies the south third of its lot. It is part of a block that contains three other 
storefronts. Research shows that these storefronts were not associated during the period of significance and are therefore 
counted as separate resources here. Each storefront is separated with a single brick column that extends up from the 
foundation to the top of the parapet. An unadorned brick parapet wall with stone coping lines the block. Main Street 
slopes slightly down to the west along the block, exposing more of the foundation with each successive storefront. The 
primary elevation of this building faces south, towards East Main Street. A square datestone in the parapet between this 
building and the one to the east reads “1908.” The storefront has three aluminum-framed storefront windows separated 
with narrow mullions atop a painted wood-paneled bulkhead in the west 2/3.12 A similar angled window to the east 
connects with the recessed entrance at the east end of the storefront. The opening is filled with a wood-framed door with a 

 
12 One of the earliest known (if not the original) businesses in this building was the McCreary Bakery. In 1917, George McCreary sold 
the business to U. S. Grant. It is likely that a bakery continued to be operated out of that building until at least 1925, as the Sanborn 
Map depicts an oven to the rear; Gardner Gazette, April 26, 1917, 1 (newspapers.com); Sanborn Map Company, Gardner, Johnson 
County, Kansas, (1925) sheet 1. 
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glazing in the upper 2/3 and a wood panel below. The stoop in front of the entrance is ceramic tile with a mosaic tile 
border. A transom opening above the entrance is covered with wood. Above the storefront, paneled wood cover a large 
transom opening. A modern vinyl sign is affixed to the wood.  
 
Integrity: This building retains historic integrity and has seen few substantial alterations. A historic photo shows that 
retractable awnings once covered each storefront. They were removed at an unknown date, and the top part of the 
storefront was repaired. Other minor alterations include replacement of the storefront windows, entrance door and 
covering the transom (Figure 7). Despite these alterations, the storefront openings are relatively intact, and the building’s 
commercial use is apparent. 
 
11. Commercial Building (C) KHRI: 091-3700                       136 East Main Street 
Date of Construction: 1908                    One Part Commercial Block 
Historic (1925) Address: 212 Main Street 
Parcel Description: TOWN OF GARDNER (MAIN STREET) E 5.5' LT 152 ALL LT 154 & W 12' LT 156 GAC 105 
(Parcel ID 0461362403004018000) 
Historic Function: COMMERCE/TRADE: Office 
Present Function: COMMERCE/TRADE: Specialty Store 
Architect/Builder: Unknown 
Photo: 11 
 
This one-story brick building has a flat roof behind a tall, unadorned, parapet wall. It has a long rectangular footprint that 
fronts East Main Street and generally occupies the south third of its lot. It is part of a block that contains three other 
storefronts. Research shows that these storefronts were not associated during the period of significance and are therefore 
counted as separate resources here. Each storefront is separated with a single brick column that extends up from the 
foundation to the top of the parapet. An unadorned brick parapet wall with stone coping lines the block. Main Street 
slopes slightly down to the west along the block, exposing more of the foundation with each successive storefront. The 
primary elevation of this building faces south, towards East Main Street. A square datestone in the parapet between this 
building and the one to the west reads “1908.” A wood-framed asphalt shingle-clad awning covers the wide storefront 
opening along much of the opening. The west 2/3 of the storefront sits atop a short brick bulkhead and features a narrow 
aluminum-framed glazed storefront window flanked by wider windows on either side. The entrance in the east part of the 
opening contains a glazed aluminum-framed door with a narrow sidelight and a transom opening covered with wood. 
 
Integrity: This building has seen some alterations but retains integrity. A historic photo shows that retractable awnings 
once covered each storefront. They were removed at an unknown date, and a wood-framed shingle-clad awning currently 
spans much of the space above the storefront opening. Other alterations include replacement of the storefront windows, 
entrance door and covering the transom (Figure 7). The historic wood bulkhead has been replaced with brick. Despite 
these alterations, the storefront openings are relatively intact, and the building’s commercial use is apparent. 
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12. Commercial Building (C) KHRI: 091-1970-00209        136a East Main Street 
Date of Construction: 1908                                  One Part Commercial Block 
Historic (1925) Address: 213 Main Street 
Parcel Description: TOWN OF GARDNER (MAIN STREET) E 5.5' LT 152 ALL LT 154 & W 12' LT 156 GAC 105 
(Parcel ID 0461362403004018000) 
Historic Function: COMMERCE/TRADE: Specialty Store 
Present Function: COMMERCE/TRADE: Specialty Store 
Architect/Builder: Unknown 
Photo: 11 
 

This one-story brick building has a flat roof behind a tall, unadorned, parapet wall. It has a long rectangular footprint that 
fronts East Main Street and generally occupies the south third of its lot. It is part of a block that contains three other 
storefronts. Research shows that these storefronts were not associated during the period of significance and are therefore 
counted as separate resources here. Each storefront is separated with a single brick column that extends up from the 
foundation to the top of the parapet. An unadorned brick parapet wall with stone coping lines the block. Main Street 
slopes slightly down to the west along the block, exposing more of the foundation with each successive storefront. The 
primary elevation of this building faces south, towards East Main Street. The storefront contains a wood-framed awning 
covered with asphalt shingles covers much of the wall. A modern sign is centered above the awning. The central entrance 
features a pair of glazed aluminum-framed doors flanked by a storefront window on each side that sit on a short brick 
bulkhead. The east and west elevations share a wall with neighboring buildings, and the unadorned north elevation fronts 
a paved alley. A small, paved parking lot sits between the building and the alley. 
 
Integrity: This building has seen some alterations but retains integrity. A historic photo shows that retractable awnings 
once covered each storefront. They were removed at an unknown date, and a wood-framed shingle-clad awning currently 
spans much of the space above the storefront opening. Other alterations include replacement of the storefront windows, 
entrance door and covering the transom (Figure 7). The historic wood bulkhead has been replaced with brick. Despite 
these alterations, the storefront openings are relatively intact, and the building’s commercial use is apparent. 
 
13. Farmers Bank Building (C) KHRI:091-1970-00212         138 East Main Street  
Date of Construction: 1905          Late 19th and 20th Century Revivals: Classical Revival 
Historic (1925) Address: 214-215 Main Street 
Parcel Description:   TOWN OF GARDNER (MAIN STREET) E 18' LT 156 & ALL LT 158 GAC 120 (Parcel ID 
0461362403004021000) 
Historic Function: COMMERCE/TRADE: Financial Institution 
Present Function: RECREATION AND CULTURE: Sports Facility 
Architect/Builder: Cramer, J. M. (builder, addition) 
Photo: 1 
 
Located at the northwest corner of the intersection of Main Street and Elm Street, this two-story brick building has an 
elongated L-shaped footprint with a flat roof behind parapet. It occupies all of its lot except for a small portion of the 
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northeast corner. The building features restrained Classical Revival elements such as a dentiled cornice and cast stone 
brackets and hoods. Painted corrugated metal covers the first story transom openings. All second-story windows on the 
street-facing elevations have simple cast stone hoods and sills. A band of bracketed cast stone runs just below the second 
story windowsills. The angled southeast corner is one bay wide, and contains the main entrance, which is surrounded by 
cast stone pilasters and a stone archway. A cast stone above the entry reads “THE FARMERS BANK.” The second story 
features a single glazed window with a narrow wood-framed transom. A piece of cast stone above the window bears the 
date of construction “1905.” Four bays organize the east elevation that faces North Elm Street. At the first story, 
aluminum-framed storefronts fill the two outside bays. Looking from the north, the opening in bay 3 is narrow, and the sill 
sits higher up on the wall. It has aluminum-framed storefront windows separated by narrow mullions. The second bay 
from the north has an arched entrance with keystones, a half round glazed transom, and an aluminum-framed glazed door. 
On the second story, the openings in the north bay each have a 1/1 hung vinyl windows with wood covering the transom 
opening. The opening in the bay to the south, along with two bays in each of the remaining bays are filled with painted 
corrugated metal. One opening in each of the two south bays has a 1/1 hung vinyl window with a fixed wood-framed 
transom above. Two bays organize the south bay that faces East Main Street. At the first story, the east bay has a pair of 
aluminum-framed storefront windows separated with a narrow mullion. The west bay has an aluminum-framed storefront 
with recessed entrance in the east part of the bay. A corrugated metal awning covers the entire bay. On the second story, 
the east bay has a pair of 1/1 hung vinyl windows separated by a wide wood mullion with a narrow transom. Each of the 
three openings in the west bay have a single 1/1 hung vinyl window. A two-story addition was built to the north (rear) at 
an unknown date.13 The addition is set back to the west of North Elm Street, is of similar construction as the main portion 
of the building and has similar arched window openings as those on the secondary elevations. Corrugated metal covers 
most openings. The addition has a lower level of detailing than the street-facing elevations of the main portion of the 
building.  
 
Integrity: The Farmers Bank has seen some alterations in the nearly 120 years since it was completed. Storefronts have 
been replaced with modern aluminum units, and transoms and some second-story windows have been covered with metal. 
Despite these alterations, a majority of the historic openings are intact. Openings in the north and south bays of the east 
elevation have been enlarged by lowering the sills about a foot from their historic configuration. This work does not 
significantly impact integrity and has been executed with similar techniques and materials as the rest of the building. The 
north addition was completed during the period of significance. It is set back from the street and is minimally visible from 
the opposite corner of the intersection. The building continues to express its historic function as a bank building (Figure 
8). 
 
100 Block of East Main Street – South Side 
 
14. Commercial Building (NC) KHRI: 091-1970-00205        131 East Main Street 
Date of Construction: ca. 1935              One Part Commercial Block 
Historic (1925) Address: 236 Main Street 
Parcel Description: TOWN OF GARDNER (MAIN STREET) LT 145 GAC 107 (Parcel ID 0461372502004012000) 

 
13 The addition was completed at some point between 1925 and 1941. It is not on the Sanborn, but the 1941 aerial on the county 
appraiser's website does show it. 
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Historic Function: COMMERCE/TRADE: Specialty Store14 
Present Function: HEALTH CARE: Medical Business 
Architect/Builder: Moore, Frank (Architect) 
Photo: 3 
 
This one-story brick building has a rectangular footprint with a flat roof behind a tall parapet and occupies all of its lot. 
The brick is clad with painted EIFS, and a band of fieldstone lines the lower part of the wall. The main north elevation 
fronts a slightly raised sidewalk along East Main Street and is divided into three bays. The outside bays each have a wide 
storefront window with three aluminum-framed glazed panels bordered with brick. The center bay has a smaller glazed 
window. Each bay has a brick-lined panel at the transom level. The west bay abuts a parking lot. It is divided into four 
bays that step down to the south with the pitch of the roof. Each bay is delineated with brick pilasters and is relatively 
unadorned. The north end of the north bay has a pair of aluminum-framed glazed doors with a transom. A small 
aluminum-framed drive-through window is in bay #3, looking north to south. The south elevation abuts a paved alley and 
is unadorned. Most of the east elevation is covered by a neighboring building. 
 
Integrity: This building is noncontributing due to alterations to the primary north elevation, which occurred at an 
unknown date. Historically it housed an automotive showroom and garage, but the typical character-defining features of 
that resource type, including the overhead doors and formal entrance have been removed. 
 
15. Commercial Building (NC) KHRI: 091-1970-00207            135 East Main Street 
Date of Construction: post-195415                   One Part Commercial Block 
Historic (1925) Address: N/A (not built at the time) 
Parcel Description: TOWN OF GARDNER (MAIN STREET) N 25' E 1/2 OF LT 147 & N 25' E 49" IN W 1/2 LT 147 & N 
25' W 5' OF LOT 149 & N 25' W 1/2 OF 9" BRICK WALL GAC 109 1 (Parcel ID 0461372502004009000) 
Historic Function: UNKNOWN 
Present Function: COMMERCE/TRADE: Specialty Store 
Architect/Builder: Unknown 
Photo 3 
 
This small one-story building has a flat roof behind a short brick parapet with tile coping. The façade faces north towards 
East Main Street; it is set back about a foot from the face of the building to the east and is flush with the face of the 
building to the west. A recessed central bay contains two separate entrances that are set at an angle from one another. An 
aluminum-framed storefront window with a brick sill and steel lintel flanks each side of the entrance bay. The west 
window has a painted surround. The east and west elevations share a wall with neighboring buildings and are not visible. 
The south elevation abuts a long gravel lot with a gravel alley beyond. It is made of concrete block and has a single 
entrance near the west end. 
 
Integrity: This building was constructed outside of the period of significance. 

 
14 The 1925 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map depicts this building as an automotive dealership. 
15 The exact date of construction is not known, but this building does not appear on a 1954 aerial of Gardner. 
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16. Commercial Building (C) KHRI: 091-1970-00210         137 East Main Street 
Date of Construction: ca. 1925              One Part Commercial Block 
Historic (1925) Address: N/A (building denoted as “from plans”) 
Parcel Description: TOWN OF GARDNER (MAIN STREET) LT 149 EX N 25' W 5' & EX N 25' W 1/2 OF 9" BRICK 
WALL GAC 110 (Parcel ID 0461372502004008000) 
Historic Function: COMMERCE/TRADE: Warehouse16 
Present Function: COMMERCE/TRADE: Specialty Store 
Architect/Builder: Unknown 
Photo: 3 
 
This one-story building has a narrow rectangular footprint that occupies the north 2/3 of its lot. The roof slopes east/west 
behind the parapet wall, which steps down in the center. The primary elevation faces north and is divided into two bays. 
All masonry on this elevation has been painted white. Openings have brick sills and steel lintels. The east elevation 
contains a glazed storefront window with a pair of transom windows separated by a narrow aluminum mullion. A 
louvered vent and wood surround is in the parapet wall above the opening. A glazed aluminum-framed door with a 
transom fills the west end of the west bay. The rest of the bay is filled with an aluminum-framed storefront window. The 
east elevation, and part of the west elevation share a wall with a neighboring building and are not visible. The entire south 
elevation and the exposed portion of the west elevation are clad with painted EIFS or similar. The west elevation has a 
single entrance near the south end of the wall; the south elevation is unadorned. 
 
Integrity: The storefront openings do not appear to have been altered, though modern glazing fills the openings, and the 
brick has been painted white. These alterations do not significantly impact the building’s integrity. 
 
17. Stanley, J. W., Building (C) KHRI: 091-1970-00211        139 East Main Street 
Date of Construction: 1917              One Part Commercial Block 
Historic (1925) Address: 237 Main Street, 118 Elm Street 
Parcel Description: TOWN OF GARDNER (MAIN STREET) LT 151 GAC 111 (Parcel ID 0461372502004007000); 
TOWN OF GARDNER (MAIN STREET) EX 6' X 40' LT 153 GAC 112 (Parcel ID 0461372502004006000); TOWN OF 
GARDNER (MAIN STREET) N 20' S 70' LT 155 GAC 113 (Parcel ID 0461372502004005000); TOWN OF GARDNER 
(MAIN STREET) N 20' S 70' LT 157 GAC 114 (Parcel ID 0461372502004002000) 
Historic Function: COMMERCE/TRADE: Specialty Building; FUNERARY: Mortuary 
Present Function: VACANT 
Architect/Builder: Unknown 
Photos: 2 and 4  
 
The J. W. Stanley Building is a large one-story brick building with a flat roof and an irregular T-shaped footprint that 
gives it frontages on both East Main Street and South Elm Street. A large one-story concrete block addition to the south 
was added at an unknown date and fronts a gravel alley. The main elevation faces north, towards East Main Street. A 

 
16 The Sanborn Map depicts this building as a milk and cold storage facility. 
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dentiled cornice spans the wall below a stepped parapet wall with stone coping. A date stone in the center of the wall 
below the cornice reads “1917,” the date of construction, in relief. Brick piers divide the four bays of the storefront level. 
Paneled wood covers the transom openings in each bay. The narrow recessed east bay contains the main entrance. The 
opening is filled with a pair of glazed wood-framed doors with two narrow transoms above. All of the other openings have 
a pair of aluminum-framed storefront windows separated by a narrow mullion; the opening in the west bay also has a 
narrow wood-paneled transom within the opening. 
 
The elevation fronting South Elm Street is relatively unadorned (Photo 4). Simple brick corbeling lines the top of the wall 
near the parapet. The transom opening above the storefront is covered with paneled wood. An aluminum-framed 
storefront system lines the wall. Two storefront windows are separated by a narrow mullion to the south of a recessed 
entrance with a glazed, wood-framed door and transom. The west elevation shares a portion of the wall with a neighboring 
building and is unadorned. The addition has a large loading bay opening in the center of the wall facing the alley. Half of 
the opening is filled with paneled wood – the other half has a pair of paneled doors. Window openings flank the loading 
bay and are filled with concrete block. 
 
Integrity: The J. W. Stanley Building has seen few alterations since it was completed in 1917 and retains good integrity 
(Figure 9). Storefront alterations have been minimal, consisting of replacing the glazing within the historic openings. 
Transom openings are still intact, though it is not known if the glazing is intact beyond. The later addition to the south of 
the 1917 portion does not impact integrity, as it fronts a secondary elevation, and is not visible from the street. 
 
200 Block of East Main Street – North Side 
 
18. Bigelow-Foster Mercantile Company Building (C)  KHRI: 091-3863            
            202-204A East Main Street 
Date of Construction: 1917              One Part Commercial Block 
Historic (1925) Address: 216-217 Main Street 
Parcel Description: [202] TOWN OF GARDNER (MAIN STREET) W 24' LT 160 GAC 123A (Parcel ID 
0461362403005010000): [204-204A] TOWN OF GARDNER (MAIN STREET) LT 160 EX W 24' ALL LT 162 & W 5' LT 
164 GAC 123 (Parcel ID 0461362403005011000) 
Historic Function: COMMERCE/TRADE: Department Store; COMMERCE/TRADE: Warehouse 
Present Function: COMMERCE/TRADE: Business; HEALTH CARE: Medical Business  
Architect/Builder: Dare, T. W. (Builder) 
Photo: 8 
 
This two-story brick building comprises the west end of a block of similar commercial buildings from 200-212 East Main 
Street. The building at 200-204A contains three separate storefronts historically connected during the period of 
significance. The rectangular building occupies all of its parcel. The 1925 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map shows a row of 
wood posts ran between the west section and the center section (202 & 204), with openings in the shared party wall 
between the center section and the east section (204A) (Figure 6). The three buildings are no longer connected and have 
different ownerships today. This building has a flat, asphalt-covered roof behind brick parapet. Aerial images indicate that 
the roof of the west section is separate from the shared roof over the center and east sections (Figure 10). An angled 
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standing seam metal awning has been added above the storefronts of the center bay (204 East Main Street) and the east 
bay (204A East Main Street). 
 
The primary south elevation faces towards East Main Street and is divided into three bays with brick piers that rise from 
the stone foundation up to the top of the parapet wall. Simple stone hoods adorn most of the space at the second story. The 
west bay (202 East Main Street) features a glazed, aluminum-framed storefront that sits atop a brick and stone bulkhead. 
A recessed entrance is in the east part of the bay; it contains a glazed aluminum-framed door. A painted wood lintel runs 
above the storefront. The transom opening above the lintel is filled with painted wood panels. The center bay (204 East 
Main Street) contains a central recessed entrance flanked by aluminum-framed storefront windows that are set within a 
painted wood opening that rests on a brick bulkhead. The entrance is also wood-framed, and contains a glazed door 
flanked by narrow sidelights and three transom panels. Beneath the metal awning are five painted wood-framed transom 
panels. The east bay (204A East Main Street) is the narrowest of the three storefronts. It is listed as a “Grocery Ware Rm.” 
on the 1925 Sanborn Map. It has a similar configuration as the center bay, with a recessed entrance flanked by storefront 
windows. The storefront assembly in this bay is wood-framed and may be historic. The entrance is filled with a glazed 
wood-framed door. Beneath the metal awning are four painted wood-framed transom panels. 
 
The long west elevation faces North Elm Street. It is divided into eight bays by similar stone brackets as the south 
elevation, with a single small window opening between each bracket. All second-story openings have a cast stone sill and 
lintel with a small fabric awning covering the upper half of each opening. Each opening has a pair of aluminum-framed 
windows that are separated with a narrow mullion. Only three openings pierce the first story. A painted metal slab door 
fills the north bay. Bays 3 and 8 looking north to south each have a window. While the window in bay 8 is wider than the 
one in bay 3, both have cast stone sills and a pair of aluminum-framed windows separated by a narrow mullion. Non-
historic metal awnings shelter each window. Painted standing seam metal siding fill the small openings at the street level 
in bays 2-8. 
 
The south 2/3 of the east elevation is completely obscured by a neighboring building. The north 1/3 contains four evenly 
spaced square window openings with brick sills on both stories. All openings are filled with fixed wood-framed windows 
except for the second opening from the south on the second story – that opening has wood panels. The north elevation 
directly abuts a gravel alley. An entrance near the east end of the wall has a brick arch and is filled with a painted metal 
slab door. A second entrance is near the center of the wall. It does not have an arch and may not be historic. Small 
window openings on this elevation are similar to those on the east elevation and most are covered with wood.  
 
Integrity: Despite some changes over the years, the Bigelow-Foster Mercantile Company Building retains historic 
integrity. A historic photo of the building taken shortly after completion shows the west bay used to have same 
configuration as other two, with a recessed entrance flanked by storefront windows (Figure 11). Prism glass transoms 
above all bays have been covered with wood. While it is not known if the transoms are in place beneath the wood, the 
openings are still apparent (Figure 15). The metal awning above the east two bays does not completely cover the transom 
openings underneath. Modern signage has been added above all bays, but the signs have been installed within the historic 
stone brackets, and do not cover them. 
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19. Commercial Building (C) KHRI: 091-1970-00216             206 East Main Street 
Date of Construction: 1917                     One Part Commercial Block 
Historic (1925) Address: 218 Main Street 
Parcel Description: TOWN OF GARDNER (MAIN STREET) BG 5' E SW CR LT 164 E 23.5' N 110' W 23.5' S 110' TO 
POB EX E 2 1/4' GAC 126 (Parcel ID 0461362403005012000) 
Historic Function: HEALTH CARE: Medical Business17 
Present Function: HEALTH CARE: Medical Business 
Architect/Builder: Dare, T. W. (Builder) 
Photos: 8 and 9 
 
This one-story red brick building has a generally rectangular footprint that occupies the south 2/3 of its lot. It has nearly 
identical detailing and as the buildings to the east and west but historically contained separate commercial businesses. 
This building has a flat, asphalt-covered roof behind a tall brick parapet. A modest stone hood fills the space below the top 
of the parapet above the storefront opening. Modern signage fills the space within the hood. The primary elevation faces 
south; a non-historic standing seam metal awning spans the storefront, along with the two storefronts to the east and the 
two to the west. Beneath the metal awning are painted wood-framed transom panels. An aluminum-framed storefront fills 
the lower part of the west storefront bay. The central entrance has a glazed door with a narrow transom. Two storefront 
windows flank each side of the entrance. They are separated by a wide mullion and rest on brick bulkheads. The east and 
west walls are shared with the neighboring buildings. The north elevation fronts a gravel drive and alley. 
 
Integrity: This building retains historic integrity. Storefront alterations include the addition of non-historic materials and 
slight reconfigurations of some openings. Prism glass transoms above the storefront have been covered with wood (Figure 
11). While it is not known if the transoms are in place beneath the wood, the openings are still apparent (Figure 15). The 
metal awning does not completely cover the transom openings underneath. Modern signage has been added above the 
storefront, but the sign was installed within the historic stone brackets and does not cover them. Taken as a whole, these 
alterations do not significantly impact the integrity of the building, and it is still easily recognizable as an early twentieth 
century commercial building. 
 
20. Dent, George B., Harness Shop Building (C) KHRI: 091-1970-0017                        208 East Main Street 
Date of Construction: 1917                     One Part Commercial Block 
Historic (1925) Address: 219 Main Street 
Parcel Description: TOWN OF GARDNER (MAIN STREET) W 17.5' LT 166 & E 3 3/4' LT LT 164 (Parcel ID 
0461362403005014000) 
Historic Function: COMMERCE/TRADE: Specialty Store18 
Present Function: VACANT 
Architect/Builder: Dare, T. W. (Builder) 
Photos: 8 and 9 

 
17 The earliest known business was a drug store according to the 1925 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map (206 East Main). 
18 The original tenant was a harness shop operated by George B. Dent (208 East Main). 
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This one-story red brick building has a generally rectangular footprint that occupies the south 2/3 of its lot. It has nearly 
identical detailing and as the buildings to the east and west but historically contained separate commercial businesses. 
This building has a flat, asphalt-covered roof behind a tall brick parapet. A modest stone hood fills the space below the top 
of the parapet above the storefront opening. The primary elevation faces south; a non-historic standing seam metal awning 
spans the storefront, along with the storefront to the east and the three to the west. Beneath the metal awning are painted 
wood-framed transom panels. A painted wood-framed storefront fills much of the lower part of the wall. The central 
entrance has a glazed door. Two storefront windows flank each side of the entrance. They are separated by a wide mullion 
and rest on brick bulkheads. The east and west walls are shared with the neighboring buildings. The north elevation fronts 
a gravel drive and alley. A small, modern one-story addition was added at an unknown date. It has painted stucco walls 
with a metal slab door in the center. 
 
Integrity: This building retains historic integrity. Storefront alterations include the addition of non-historic materials and 
slight reconfigurations of some openings. Prism glass transoms above the storefront have been covered with wood (Figure 
11). While it is not known if the transoms are in place beneath the wood, the openings are still apparent (Figure 15). The 
metal awning does not completely cover the transom openings underneath. Taken as a whole, these alterations do not 
significantly impact the integrity of the building, and it is still easily recognizable as an early twentieth century 
commercial building. 
 
21. Commercial Building (C) KHRI: 091-1970-00218                         210 East Main Street 
Date of Construction: 1917                     One Part Commercial Block 
Historic (1925) Address: 220 Main Street 
Parcel Description: TOWN OF GARDNER (MAIN STREET) E 12.5'LT 166 & W 8.75' LT 168 GAC 129 (Parcel ID 
0461362403005015000) 
Historic Function: RECREATION AND CULTURE: Theater 
Present Function: OTHER: Laundry 
Architect/Builder: Dare, T. W. (Builder) 
Photos: 8 and 9 
 
This one-story red brick building has a generally rectangular footprint that occupies all of its lot. It has nearly identical 
detailing and as the buildings to the east and west but historically contained separate commercial businesses. This building 
has a flat, asphalt-covered roof behind a tall brick parapet. A modest stone hood fills the space below the top of the 
parapet above the storefront opening. Modern signage fills the space within the hood. The primary elevation faces south; a 
non-historic standing seam metal awning spans the storefront, along with the four storefronts to the west. Beneath the 
metal awning are painted wood-framed transom panels. A painted wood-framed storefront fills much of the lower part of 
the wall. It features a central recessed entrance with a wood framed door with glazing in the upper part. A large wood 
framed storefront window flanks both sides of the entry. The east and west walls are shared with the neighboring 
buildings. The north elevation fronts a gravel drive and alley. A small, modern one-story painted stucco addition was 
added at an unknown date. 
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Integrity: This building retains historic integrity. Storefront alterations include the addition of non-historic materials and 
slight reconfigurations of some openings. Prism glass transoms above the storefront have been covered with wood (Figure 
11). While it is not known if the transoms are in place beneath the wood, the openings are still apparent (Figure 15). The 
metal awning does not completely cover the transom openings underneath. Modern signage has been added above the 
storefront, but the sign was installed within the historic stone brackets and does not cover them. Taken as a whole, these 
alterations do not significantly impact the integrity of the building, and it is still easily recognizable as an early twentieth 
century commercial building. 
 
22. Old Gardner Post Office (C) KHRI: 091-1970-00219                        212 East Main Street 
Date of Construction: 1917                     One Part Commercial Block 
Historic (1925) Address: 221 Main Street 
Parcel Description: TOWN OF GARDNER (MAIN STREET) E 21 1/4' LT 168 & BG SW CR LT 170 MAIN STREET N 70' 
X E 4 1/2" GAC 141 (Parcel ID 0461362403005016000) 
Historic Function: GOVERNMENT: Post Office19 
Present Function: COMMERCE/TRADE: Professional 
Architect/Builder: Dare, T. W. (Builder) 
Photos: 8 and 9 
 
This one-story red brick building has a generally rectangular footprint that occupies the south 2/3 of its lot. It has nearly 
identical detailing and as the buildings to the east and west but historically contained separate commercial businesses. 
This building has a flat, asphalt-covered roof behind a tall brick parapet. A modest stone hood fills the space below the top 
of the parapet above the storefront opening. Modern signage fills the space within the hood. The primary elevation faces 
south; a non-historic aluminum-framed fabric awning spans the storefront. Beneath the metal awning are painted wood-
framed transom panels. The storefront angles in, to the northwest from the east end of the wall. The entrance is in the west 
edge of the storefront; it contains a glazed aluminum-framed door. Three glazed aluminum-framed storefront windows 
separated by a narrow mullion are set atop a low brick kneewall to the west of the entrance. The east and west walls are 
shared with the neighboring buildings. The north elevation fronts a gravel drive and alley. A small, modern one-story 
wood-framed addition was added at an unknown date. Wood lattice covers most of the addition. 
 
Integrity: This building retains historic integrity. Storefront alterations include the addition of non-historic materials and 
slight reconfigurations of some openings. Prism glass transoms above the storefront have been covered with wood (Figure 
11). While it is not known if the transoms are in place beneath the wood, the openings are still apparent (Figure 15). The 
cloth awning does not completely cover the transom openings underneath. Modern signage has been added above the 
storefront, but the sign was installed within the historic stone brackets and does not cover them. Taken as a whole, these 
alterations do not significantly impact the integrity of the building, and it is still easily recognizable as an early twentieth 
century commercial building. 
 
 
 

 
19 The original tenant was the Gardner Post Office (212 East Main). 



United States Department of the Interior                                                                                       National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900                                                    OMB No. 1024-0018  
     

Downtown Gardner Historic District  Johnson County, Kansas 
Name of Property        County and State 
 

22 
 

 
23. Dunn Auto Garage (C) KHRI: 091-1970-00220         214 East Main Street 
Date of Construction: 191520               One Part Commercial Block 
Historic (1925) Address: 222 Main Street 
Parcel Description: TOWN OF GARDNER (MAIN STREET) LT 170 EX TR BG SW CR E 4 1/2"X N 70' & LT 172 EX S 
75' OF E 15' & EX N 35' OF E 1/2 & W 1/2 LT 174 EX S 75' & EX N 35' GAC 143 (Parcel ID 0461362403005017000) 
Historic Function: COMMERCE/TRADE: Specialty Store 
Present Function: RECREATION AND CULTURE: Sports Facility 
Architect/Builder: Williamson, Thomas W. (Architect)21 
Photo: 9 
 
This is a one-story brown brick building with an asphalt-covered roof that sits behind a stepped parapet. The building has 
a rectangular footprint that occupies most of its lot. It sits back a few feet from the building to the west and sits about 
thirty feet in front of the building to the east. It is depicted on the Sanborn Map as a garage with an eighteen-car capacity. 
The primary south elevation faces East Main Street. It is divided into three bays by brick pilasters that rise from concrete 
footings to a narrow steel lintel that spans most of the width of the wall beneath an aluminum-framed fabric awning. A 
decorative brick band spans the entire south wall above the awning. The outer bays are identical, and each feature six-light 
aluminum-framed storefront windows that rest atop a brick kneewall. The central entrance contains a pair of aluminum-
framed doors with a transom with a second door and transom to the east. This center bay formerly served as a vehicular 
bay. Most of the east and west walls are obscured by neighboring buildings. Exposed sections of the walls are covered 
with painted stucco. The rear north elevation directly abuts a gravel alley. This wall is covered with painted stucco and 
has a single entrance near the center. 
 
Integrity: The opening in the west bay has been slightly altered from its historic configuration. Between 2003 and 2007, 
images from Google Streetview and the Johnson County Appraiser’s office show a recessed entrance near the west end of 
the building was removed and the storefront extended across the opening with new brick and glazing. Transoms above the 
east and west bays were also removed, and new glazing has been added in that location, along with the awning. These 
alterations do not significantly impact the integrity of the building. The overall rhythm of the primary elevation is still 
apparent, and features such as the stepped parapet, decorative brickwork, and organization of the bays remain. The 
building continues to read as an automotive garage. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
20 Plans for a building on lots owned by W. R. Pearce were announced in mid-July 1915. Originally described as a grey pressed brick 
building with concrete floors and steel trusses supporting roof, the building was to be 45’x75’ with a small jewelry store in one corner. 
The building was to be leased to N. F. Dunn as an automobile garage; “W. R. Pearce to Build,” Gardner Gazette, July 16, 1915, 1 
(newspapers.com). 
21 “W. R. Pearce to Build,” 1. 
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24. Commercial Building (C) KHRI: 091-3855           218 East Main Street 
Date of Construction: ca. 1950-195422              Streamline Moderne 
Historic (1925) Address: Present building not extant at the time.  
Parcel Description: TOWN OF GARDNER (MAIN STREET) S 75' OF E 1/2 LT 172 S 75' OFW 1/2 LT 174 ALL E 1/2 LT 
174 ALL LT 176 & W 25' OF LT 178 GAC 147 (Parcel ID 0461362403005018000) 
Historic Function: COMMERCE/TRADE: Specialty Store 
Present Function: COMMERCE/TRADE: Specialty Store 
Architect/Builder: Unknown 
Photo: 9 
 
This one-story concrete block building has a flat roof and an L-shaped footprint that occupies a portion of the west side of 
its lot, with a paved lot on all sides. Enameled metal panels clad the primary (south) and east elevations. The building sits 
back approximately thirty-five feet from the edge of the sidewalk in front of East Main Street. Four bays divide the south 
elevation, with the west three being historic vehicular bays with aluminum-framed multilight overhead garage doors. The 
opening in the west bay is approximately a foot taller than the other two openings. A small masonry opening filled with a 
1/1 hung window is located between the two bays to the east. The east bay wraps around the wall and extends for a few 
feet along the east wall. An entrance in the west end of the bay is filled with a glazed aluminum-framed door. A transom 
opening above the door is filled with metal. A large aluminum-framed glazed window is to the east, and the corner is 
filled with paneled wood where it wraps around the wall. The rest of the east wall contains a small square window in the 
middle of the wall and a metal slab door in the north end. The north elevation has painted concrete block walls. It contains 
a large loading bay opening in the portion of the wall that extends north, with two smaller loading bays in the east half of 
the wall. A small entrance is in the east end of the wall. The west elevation is obstructed by the neighboring building. 
 
Alterations: This building has seen few alterations since it was completed circa 1950 and it retains historic integrity. A 
small freestanding steel-framed awning in front of the building was removed between 1993 and 1998, according to the 
Appraiser’s photos. A portion of the southeast corner which wrapped around the building has been infilled at an unknown 
date, but the opening is still apparent, and the exterior walls have been painted.  
 
25. Outbuilding (NC) KHRI:  091-3865                    218 East Main Street23 
Date of Construction: ca. 1910                  NO STYLE 
Historic (1925) Address: Present building depicted behind the “Filling Station” at 224 Main Street 
Parcel Description: TOWN OF GARDNER (MAIN STREET) S 75' OF E 1/2 LT 172 S 75' OFW 1/2 LT 174 ALL E 1/2 LT 
174 ALL LT 176 & W 25' OF LT 178 GAC 147 (Parcel ID 0461362403005018000) 
Historic Function: INDUSTRY/PROCESSING/EXTRACTION: Industrial Storage 

 
22 The existing garage building replaced a narrow one-story building along with a small filling station that was likely built in the early 
1910s. The exact date of construction of the present building is not known; the Johnson County Appraiser’s Office lists the date of 
construction as 1950, but aerial images show it in place by 1954. 
23 The building is located on the same parcel as the building at 218 East Main and was historically associated with the two known 
automotive-related businesses to the south. It was depicted on the 1925 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map as “Oil [Storage]” for the filling 
station that was located to the south at the time. 
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Present Function: UNKNOWN 
Architect/Builder: Unknown 
Figure 14 
 
This one-story building has a square foundation and a hipped roof clad with asphalt shingles. The brick walls also have 
board-and-batten siding. It is set back approximately fifty-six feet from the sidewalk in front of East Main Street. The 
main elevation faces south and has a central garage door opening with a smaller entrance to the west. The west elevation 
fronts a small parking lot for the building to the west. It has a single opening in the center that is filled with a 4/1 wood 
hung window. The north and east elevations abut a gravel alley and the neighboring property line, respectively. They are 
both unadorned.  
 
Integrity: This building is considered to be non-contributing to the District for alterations that occurred at an unknown 
date that added the current cladding and altered the configuration of the south wall. 
 
 
DISTRICT INTEGRITY 
 
Most resources within the district retain historic integrity despite alterations since the period of significance. Storefront 
configurations generally remain the same throughout. Common alterations include replacement of storefront windows 
with glazed aluminum units within the original openings, though some storefront openings have been extended down 
towards the ground. Historic transom windows on many buildings are covered with wood panels and modern aluminum-
framed awnings with fabric or asphalt shingles. The openings are still discernable in many cases. Additions have been 
built on secondary (typically alley-facing) elevations of some resources. These additions do not impact the appearance of 
the resource. Interiors have likely been updated by and for tenants, but a few resources retain historic pressed metal 
ceilings. These alterations do not seriously impact the integrity of the District as a whole; all buildings continue to have 
commercial uses or are vacant, and the District looks and feels much the same as it did during the period of significance. 
No resources have been moved from their original location and are still situated along a main commercial corridor in the 
heart of downtown Gardner. All retain their historic commercial association. 
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8. Statement of Significance 

 
Applicable National Register Criteria  
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National 
Register listing.) 
 

x 
A Property is associated with events that have made a 

significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history. 
 

 B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant 
in our past. 
  

   

 C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics  
of a type, period, or method of construction or represents 
the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or 
represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  

   

 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history.  

   
 
Criteria Considerations  
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 
Property is: 
 

A 
 

 
Owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes.  

 
 

B 
 
removed from its original location. 

 
 

C 
 
a birthplace or grave. 

 
 

D 
 
a cemetery. 

 
 

E 
 
a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

 
 

F 
 
a commemorative property. 

 
 

G 
 
less than 50 years old or achieving significance 

  within the past 50 years. 

 
Areas of Significance  

COMMERCE 

 

 

 

 

 
Period of Significance  

1905- ca. 1960s 

 

 
Significant Dates 

N/A 

 

 
Significant Person  
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 

N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

 

Architect/Builder 

Buckley, A. H. (Architect) 

Cramer, J. M. (Builder) 

Dare, T. W. (Builder) 

Moore, Frank (Architect) 

Sponable, F. W. (Builder) 

Washburn & Son (Architect) 

Williamson, Thomas W (Architect) 
 
 
Period of Significance (justification) 
 
The period of significance encompasses the construction and historic storefront alterations of the commercial buildings in 
the downtown core from the time of the earliest identified building and ends with a shift in commercial development out 
towards the highways. 
 
Criteria Considerations (justification) 
N/A 
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Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and 
any applicable criteria considerations.) 
 
Summary  
The Downtown Gardner Historic District is locally significant under National Register Criterion A, in the area of 
COMMERCE. The resources within the District reflect the economic development of Gardner, as groups of older frame 
buildings were replaced, mainly due to loss by fire, but also a desire to build more permanent businesses in town. The 
resources provided a wide variety of goods and services for both the town and the surrounding agricultural area and 
represent a modest execution of architectural styles and forms common with commercial buildings of the early twentieth 
century. The period of significance for the Downtown Gardner Historic District begins in 1905 with the construction of 
the Farmers Bank Building, the earliest known date of construction of any building in the district. It ends in ca. 1960s, just 
before the population of Gardner nearly doubled, resulting in increased commercial development along Main Street east 
of town towards. 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Elaboration  
 
EARLY HISTORY OF GARDNER AND JOHNSON COUNTY  
 
Among the first known peoples to occupy land in present-day Johnson County were members of the Kanza Nation. 
Following a series of treaties in the mid- to late-1820s, the United States government forcibly removed members of the 
Osage and Shawnee Nations from their ancestral lands and relocated them to reservations in the Gardner area. In 1854, the 
Kansas-Nebraska Act created the territories of Kansas and Nebraska, opening the lands up to white settlement and 
allowing residents of the territories to vote to be admitted as a free state or a slaveholding state.24 Kansas statehood came 
in 1861. The Kansas Territorial Legislature created Johnson County in 1855. 
 
Named for Massachusetts Governor Henry J. Gardner, the town of Gardner was established in 1857. A town company 
was formed by O. B. Gardner (no relation to the governor), J. W. Sponable, Benjamin B. Francis, A. B. Bartlett, and 
George Chamberlain to survey and plat the town.25 Gardner developed modestly, and by the late 1870s, the town boasted 
five dry goods or grocery stores, four blacksmiths or wagonmakers, two boot and shoe stores, two harness and saddle 
shops, an architect, and one agricultural implement dealer.26 Much of this growth was fueled by Gardner’s position as “the 
banking, shipping and supply point for a rich and large agricultural district.”27 The development of downtown Gardner 
directly reflects this agricultural-based economy at the turn of the twentieth century. In 1910, the population of Gardner 
was about 514, yet it contained two banks, which occupied prominent corners at the intersection of Main Street and Elm 

 
24 United States Senate, “The Kansas-Nebraska Act,” Art & History, 
https://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/minute/Kansas_Nebraska_Act.htm (accessed January 4, 2023). 
25 “Gardner,” in History of Johnson County, Kansas, ed. Ed Blair (Lawrence, KS: Standard Publishing Co., 1915), 139. 
26 “Gardner: Her Business [illegible] and Businessmen,” Western Progress, February 13, 1879. 
27 Frank Wilson Blackmar, ed., Kansas: A Cyclopedia of State History, Embracing Events, Institutions, Counties, Cities, Towns, 
Prominent Persons, Etc. (Chicago: Standard publishing Company, 1912), 709. 
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Street in the middle of town (Figure 12).28 Gardner’s population held fairly steady for the next fifty years, reaching 676 
by 1950.29 
 
 
TRANSPORTATION IN GARDNER 
 
A large part of the agricultural success of the area was due, in part, to its accessibility. Gardner was ideally located near 
the so-called “Gardner Junction”, the point where the Santa Fe, Oregon, and California trails split off in separate 
directions after following much the same alignment southwest from Westport, Missouri. As railroads became the 
dominant form of transportation following the end of the Civil War, many of the old trails ceased to be necessary, or the 
alignments were repurposed for new railroads. In Gardner, the first railroad to operate was the Leavenworth, Lawrence & 
Galveston Railroad. Chartered in 1858 as the Leavenworth, Lawrence, and Fort Gibson Railroad, the name was later 
changed in 1866 to the Leavenworth, Lawrence & Galveston Railroad. Service began on the railroad in 1868, with several 
lines branching out to connect Lawrence to Coffeyville and Ottawa to Kansas City, with Gardner as a stop on that line.30 
The tracks of the Burlington, Northern, Santa Fe Railroad still pass a few blocks south of the District on the same 
alignment as the Leavenworth, Lawrence & Galveston Railroad. 
 
 
BANKING IN GARDNER 
 
The oldest bank in Gardner was the Farmers Bank (Resource 13), which was organized in 1899 by, among others, J. W. 
Sponable, one of the founders of the town.31 The Farmers Bank appears to have operated as the only bank in Gardner until 
1906, when the Gardner State Bank (Resource 1) was established.32 By 1910, the Farmers Bank and the Gardner State 
Bank held nearly $322,000.00 in assets.33 In 1916, following a fire in downtown Gardner, the Board of Directors of the 
Gardner State Bank announced plans to build a new two-story bank at the southwest corner of the intersection of Main 
Street and Elm Street. The front entrance was to face Elm Street, with a wide frontage and an entrance to an upstairs hall 
along Main Street.34 With the new bank building completed, both the Gardner State Bank and the Farmers Bank continued 

 
28 Blackmar, ed., Kansas: A Cyclopedia of State History, 710; The population of Olathe, Kansas, approximately 9 miles northeast was 
around 3,200 people. 
29 Census data from United States Census Bureau, https://data.census.gov/. 
30 Kathy Alexander, “Kanas City, Lawrence and Southern Kansas Railroad,” Legends of Kansas. https://legendsofkansas.com/kansas-
city-lawrence-southern-kansas-railroad/ (accessed January 2023). 
31 “Under New Currency Law,” Gardner Gazette, January 16, 1914, 1 (newspapers.com). 
32 “Announcement,” Gardner Gazette, April 20, 1906, 1 (newspapers.com). 
33 Gardner Gazette, December 9, 1910, 2 (newspapers.com); Gardner Gazette, Jun 17, 1910, 4 (newspapers.com); approximately 
$10,054,755.00 in 2023 dollars. 
34 “To Build at Once,” Gardner Gazette, February 25, 1916, 1 (newspapers.com). 
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to grow. By the early 1920s, the combined assets of both banks reached about $779,000.00.35 In 1926, the banks merged, 
and operated out of the Gardner State Bank building until the mid-1960s.36 
 
 
FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS IN GARDNER 
 
Like most towns of the era, Gardner contained several fraternal organizations and mutual aid societies. These included the 
Odd Fellows (organized 1866), Freemasons (organized 1871), and the Good Templars (1879).37 By 1902, eight 
organizations held meetings in town.38 While at least four “halls” appear on the 1925 Sanborn Map of Gardner, the 
Masonic Temple (Resource 3), at the southeast corner of Main Street and Elm Street, is the only one known to have been 
built by or for that organization. The other two extant halls within the District boundaries are in buildings that were built 
by banks who subsequently leased those spaces to the organizations (Resources 1 and 13).39 Following a fire in the 
lodge’s previous frame building in the winter of 1906, the Freemasons announced plans to construct a new two-story brick 
building with space for two stores on the first floor. The second floor originally contained a large hall, reception room, 
and kitchen. The architect for the building was Washburn & Son, an Ottawa, Kansas-based firm.40 Completed in 1907, the 
first floor was originally occupied by a store operated by A. R. Whitnah & Evelyne Davisson. The Freemasons continue 
to meet on the second floor to this day. 
 
 
COMMERCIAL BUSINESSES IN DOWNTOWN GARDNER 
 
In addition to the financial success of its banks, downtown Gardner supported a number of prominent businesses in the 
District over the years. One of the most well-known of these was the furniture store and mortuary that operated out of the 
J. W. Stanly Building (Resource 17) from 1917 until 2021. Sometimes described as the oldest continually operated 
business in Johnson County, the business was started in 1885 by Peter J. Murphy and operated out of a frame building at 
the southwest corner of Main and Elm. Murphy sold the business to J. W. Stanley in 1914.41 In 1916 Stanley acquired 
land that included lots to the south and west of the Gardner State Bank and began construction on the irregularly-shaped 

 
35 Gardner Gazette, September 3, 1920, 2 (newspapers.com); Gardner Gazette, December 21, 1922, 4 (newspapers.com); 
approximately $12,168,677.00 in 2023 dollars. 
36 “Rebuilding in Brick,” ALBUM vol. 7, no. 2 (winter 1994), https://www.jocohistory.org/digital/collection/alb/id/332/rec/4 (accessed 
January 4, 2023). 
37 William G. Cutler, “Johnson County, Part 13: Gardner,” in History of the State of Kansas (Chicago: A. T. Andreas, 1883). 
38 “The Enterprising City of Gardner,” The Gardner Gazette, June 5, 1902, 1 (newspapers.com). 
39 Sanborn Map Company, Gardner, Johnson County, Kansas (1925), sheet 1. 
40 “The Masons to Build,” The Gardner Gazette, October 25, 1907, 1 (newspapers.com). 
41 Sherley Bruce Brown VanArsdale, “Store Closes: Larry Bruce Retires,” The Gardner News (January 3, 2022), 
https://gardnernews.com/2022/01/03/store-closes-larry-bruce-retires/ (accessed December 21, 2022). 
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brick building.42 Work on the building was completed mid-1917, and the opening reportedly attracted five hundred 
people.43 Stanley operated the furniture and undertaking business until 1925, when he sold it to H. E. Ewing. Ewing then 
sold it to Roy and Betty Bruce in 1949. The Bruces operated both businesses out of the building until 1955, when they 
bought a separate property for the funerary business (outside of the District boundaries). Both businesses continued to 
operate until 2021, when Larry Bruce, son of Roy and Betty, retired and closed the furniture business.44 
 
Another prominent establishment in Gardner was the Bigelow-Foster Mercantile Company, which was formed in 1881 by 
Howard C. Bigelow and Herman B. Foster after the two men purchased an existing business from J. W. Sponable.45 In 
addition to the mercantile company, both men were prominent members of society; Bigelow was at one time the Mayor of 
Gardner and the vice president of the Farmers Bank. Foster was one of the earliest settlers in Johnson County, and a 
member of the Gardner School Board.46 In 1889, Bigelow and Foster built a frame building at the northeast corner of 
Main and Elm streets, but that building later burnt. In 1917, plans for a new block of five buildings were announced to 
replace a group of existing frame buildings. According to that article, the Bigelow-Foster Mercantile Company would 
occupy the corner lot at Main Street and Elm Street (Resource 18).47 The remaining buildings in what would often be 
referred to as the Bigelow-Foster Block were occupied by a drugstore operated by Charles Cramer, the George B. Dent 
harness shop, a movie theatre, and the Gardner Post Office.48 Other businesses in the District during the period of 
significance were a grain and feed store (Resource 2), four automobile garages (Resources 6, 14, 23, and 24), a bakery 
(Resource 7), millinery (Resource 7), and a milk depot and cold storage facility (Resource 16).49 Numerous retail stores 
operated in and out of the other buildings within the District. 
 
 
GARDNER: 1960-PRESENT 
 
The population of Gardner held fairly steady between 1890 and 1950, with a low of 475 in 1900 and a high of 676 in 
1950. The following decade saw Gardner’s population increase by nearly 1,000 people to 1,619. This marked the largest 
percentage increase in Gardner’s history, and followed trends seen in the larger Johnson County, Kansas, where the 
population doubled from approximately 63,000 in 1950 to 120,000 by 1960. That population growth was followed by a 
shift in commercial growth from the city centers to transportation arteries such as highways and other major roads.50 In 

 
42 “J. W. Stanley to Build,” Gardner Gazette, September 22, 1916, 1 (newspapers.com). 
43 “Opening of Stanley & Sons New Store,” Gardner Gazette, May 24, 1917, 2 (newspapers.com). 
44 Sherley Bruce Brown VanArsdale, “Store Closes: Larry Bruce Retires,” 
45 “Herman B. Foster Dead,” Gardner Gazette, June 16, 1911, 1 (newspapers.com). 
46 “Kindred-Bigelow,” Gardner Gazette, November 27, 1919, 1 (newspapers.com). 
47 “The New Business Block,” Gardner Gazette, March 23, 1917, 1 ((newspapers.com). 
48 Sanborn Map Company, Gardner, Johnson County, Kansas (1925), sheet 1.; “George Dent Had Opening Night,” Gardner Gazette, 
September 21, 1917, 1 (newspapers.com); “Opening of New Drug Store,” Gardner Gazette, September 21, 1917, 1 (newspapers.com). 
49 Sanborn Map Company, Gardner, Johnson County, Kansas (1925), sheet 1. 
50 “A Quick Look at Johnson County’s History,” Johnson County Museum, https://www.jcprd.com/765/Johnson-County-History 
(accessed January 31, 2023). 
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Gardner, this commercial growth generally occurred to the east of the District, along Main Street (US-56) from North 
Sycamore Street (approximately ½ block east of the District) east to I-35. Commercial buildings in this corridor tend to be 
of a larger scale than those within the District and are generally national brands with large parking areas that surround and 
separate the buildings from the street. At the same time, it is likely that many of the resources within the District achieved 
their current configurations as businessowners looked to modernize their appearances in an attempt to keep pace with 
development to the east. These included updated aluminum-framed storefronts which emulated those being built at the 
time and additions on secondary (alley-facing) elevations to increase the building’s size. 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
Gardner is uniquely positioned amongst many communities in Johnson County, as it is just outside of what is considered 
to be the current development limits of Olathe, the county seat. Gardner benefited from its location close to Olathe, and 
along the path of the Santa Fe, Oregon, and California trails, and the Burlington, Northern, Santa Fe Railroad. As a result, 
its downtown generally saw more development than other towns outside of Olathe. Other nearby communities, such as 
Spring Hill and Edgerton, have not seen as much development as Gardner. These towns are not as large, and do not have 
as much historic commercial development as Gardner. Spring Hill, located about eight miles southeast of Gardner, 
experienced some development in the 1870s with the arrival of a railroad spur line.51 The town experienced additional 
growth in the 1890s and early 1900s but stagnated throughout much of the twentieth century. The population of Spring 
hill reached 580 in 1900 and did not rise above 1,000 until 1970. As a result, the do significwntown historic core of spring 
hill spans one block, with three two-part commercial block resources, and a handful of one-part commercial blocks. 
Alterations to the downtown historic core are similar to those seen in Gardner and include the addition of awnings and 
modern cladding on a handful of buildings. Edgerton was established in 1870, following construction of the railroad 
through the area. Growth was minimal, and the town’s population hovered between 200 and 400 for much of the first 80 
years. Most of the existing downtown, which spans about one block, appears to have been built between the late 1800s 
and the early 1900s. Buildings in downtown Edgerton have seen more alterations; many have metal cladding or altered 
storefronts. Gardner experienced steady development throughout the late 1800s and the early- to mid-1900s. During this 
time, the downtown core remained the commercial heart of the town. Beginning after 1950, an increase in the population 
coupled with additional commercial development to the east of town, closer to the interstate, shifted much of the 
commercial activity away from downtown. Some of the alterations to the existing downtown buildings and infill occurred 
around the time of the population increase, or shortly thereafter, but a significant portion of the resources in the district 
retain their pre-1950s configurations and appearance. 

 
 

 
51 “Spring Hill Historic District,” Kansas State Historical Society State Register nomination form, December 9, 2000, n.p, chrome-
extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://www.kshs.org/resource/national_register/nominationsNRDB/Johnson_SpringH
illHistoricDistrictSR.pdf (accessed July 2023). 
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data: 

 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been x State Historic Preservation Office 
 requested)   Other State agency 
 previously listed in the National Register  Federal agency 
 previously determined eligible by the National Register  Local government 
 designated a National Historic Landmark  University 
 recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________  Other 

 recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________   Name of repository:     
 recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________    
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): N/A 
 

10.  Geographical Data                                                               
 
Acreage of Property  3.83 
 
 
Provide latitude/longitude coordinates OR UTM coordinates.  
(Place additional coordinates on a continuation page.) 
 
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates  
Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
 
1 38.81145  -94.92577  7   38.91021  -94.92468 
 Latitude:  Longitude:      Latitude: 

 
Longitude: 

2  38.81145  -94.92388  8   38.81021  -94.92490 
 Latitude: Longitude: 

 
    Latitude:  Longitude: 

3 38.81089 -94.92388     9 38.81056 -94.92490 
 Latitude Longitude     Latitude Longitude 
4 38.81088 -94.92448    10 38.81055 -94.92594 
 Latitude Longitude     Latitude Longitude 
5 38.81057 -94.92448    11 38.81086 -94.92595 
 Latitude Longitude     Latitude Longitude 
6 38.81057 -94.92469    12 38.81086 -94.92577 
 Latitude Longitude     Latitude Longitude 
 
 
Verbal Boundary Description (describe the boundaries of the property) 
See Section 7 for the individual parcel descriptions for each resource in the district. The district boundaries include both 
sides of the 100 Block of South Elm Street, along with both sides of the 100 Block of East Main Street and the 200 Block 
of east Main Street, and all parcels associated with each resource. 
 
Boundary Justification (explain why the boundaries were selected)  
The boundaries incorporate all remaining historic commercial buildings in downtown Gardner, Johnson County, Kansas. 
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11. Form Prepared By  

name/title  Mason Martel, Historic Preservation Specialist 

organization Rosin Preservation, LLC date  February 6, 2023 

street & number  1712 Holmes Street telephone (816) 472-4950 

city or town   Kansas City state MO zip code 64108 

e-mail mason@rosinpreservation.com 
 
     
Property Owner:  (complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO)  

name See Continuation Sheet 

street & number   telephone   

city or town    state  zip code  

 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for 
listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the 
National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.). 
 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including time for reviewing instructions, 
gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of 
Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 
 
Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 
 
Photographs 

Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each digital image must be 1600x1200 pixels (minimum), at 300 ppi 
(pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs to a sketch map or aerial map. Each photograph must be numbered and that 
number must correspond to the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of the photographer, photo date, 
etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on every photograph. 
 
Photograph Log 
 

Name of Property: Downtown Gardner Historic District 

City or Vicinity: Gardner  

County: Johnson State: 
 
Kansas 

Photographer: 
 
Brad Finch, f-stop Photography 

Date Photographed: January 12, 2023 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of camera: 
 
1 of 13: Farmers Bank Building and the north side of the 100 Block East Main Street, looking northwest. 

2 of 13: South side of the 100 Block East Main Street, looking southwest. 

3 of 13: South side of the 100 Block East Main Street, looking southeast. 
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4 of 13: Gardner State Bank Building and the west side of the 200 Block South Elm Street, looking southwest. 

5 of 13: Gardner State Bank Building and the west side of the 200 Block South Elm Street, looking northwest. 

6 of 13: Masonic Lodge, looking southeast. 

7 of 13: South side of East Main Street, looking southwest. 

8 of 13: Bigelow-Foster Block (north side of the 200 Block East Main Street), looking northeast. 

9 of 13: North side of the 200 Block East Main Street, looking northwest. 

10 of 13: 130-132 East Main Street, looking north. 

11 of 13: 132-136 East Main Street, looking north. 

12 of 13: Clearman, H. T., Building, looking east. 

13 of 13: East side of the 200 Block South Elm Street, looking northeast. 
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Table 1. List of resources within the District (list compiled from Johnson County, Kansas, Appraiser’s office online land records 
search, https://www.jocogov.org/department/appraiser/property-data). 
 
Resource # Name 

(Address) 
Date Status 

1 Gardner State Bank Building 
(102 South Elm Street) 

ca. 1916 C 

2 Commercial Building 
(106-108 South Elm Street) 

1907 C 

3 Masonic Temple 
(103-105 South Elm Street) 

1907 C 

4 Commercial Building 
(107 South Elm Street) 

1967 NC 

5 Parking Lot N/A NC 
6 Clearman, H. T., Building 

(204 East Park Street) 
1915 C 

7 Gardner Gazette Building (130 East 
Main Street) 

ca. 1910 NC 

8 Dodge Sisters Millinery Store (132 East 
Main Street) 

ca. 1910 C 

9 Commercial Building (132 East Main 
Street) 

ca. 1910 C 

10 Commercial Building (134 East Main 
Street) 

ca. 1910 C 

11 Commercial Building (136 East Main 
Street) 

1908 C 

12 Commercial Building (136a East Main 
Street) 

1908 C 

13 Farmers Bank Building 
(138 East Main Street) 

1905 C 

14 Commercial Building 
(131 East Main Street) 

ca. 1935 NC 

15 Commercial Building 
(135 East Main Street) 

Post-1945 NC 

16 Commercial Building 
(137 East Main Street) 

ca. 1925 C 

17 Stanley, J. W., Building 
(139 East Main Street) 

1917 C 

18 Bigelow-Foster Mercantile Company 
Building 
(202-204A East Main Street) 

1917 C 

19 Commercial Building  
(206 East Main Street) 

1917 C 

20 Dent, George B., Harness shop Building 
(208 East Main Street)  

1917 C 

21 Commercial Building (210 East Main 
Street) 

1917 C 

22 Old Gardner Post Office (212 East 
Main Street) 

1917 C 

23 Dunn Auto Garage 
(214 East Main) 

1915 C 

24 Commercial Building 
(218 East Main Street) 

ca. 1954 C 

25 Outbuilding 
(218 East Main Street) 

ca. 1910 NC 
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Figure 1. Context Map (Google Maps, 2023). 
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Figure 2. Map of the Downtown Gardner Historic District, with boundaries and photograph locations/views. Contributing 
and noncontributing buildings are denoted with green and red shading, respectively. Notes by Mason Martel (Google 
Maps, 2023). 
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Figure 3. Excerpt of 1874 atlas map of downtown Gardner (E. F. Heisler and D. M. Smith, Atlas Map of Johnson County, 
Kansas: Compiled from Actual Personal Surveys and Records (Wyandotte, Kansas: E. F. Heisler & Co., 1874), 72). 
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Figure 4. Gardner State Bank ad from 1922 atlas (George A. Ogle & Co., Standard Atlas of Johnson County, Kansas: 
Including A Plat Book of the Villages, Cities and Townships of the County (Chicago: George A. Ogle & Co., 1922), 69). 
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Figure 5. Postcard depicting the Masonic Temple, circa 1910 (Gardner Historical Museum Collection, ca. 1910.) 
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Figure 6. Excerpt of 1925 Sanborn Map of Gardner, with approximate District boundaries overlayed. (Sanborn Map 
Company, “Gardner, Johnson County, Kansas” (New York: Sanborn Map Company, 1925), sheet 1). 
 

 



United States Department of the Interior                                                                                       National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900                                                    OMB No. 1024-0018      
 

Downtown Gardner Historic District  Johnson County, Kansas 
Name of Property        County and State 
 

 
 

Figure 7. Photo of the buildings at 130-136 East Main Street circa 1912. Notes by Mason Martel, 2023 (Gardner 
Historical Museum Collection, ca. 1912.) 
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Figure 8. Undated (post-1908) postcard showing the Farmers Bank Building. (Gardner Historical Museum Collection, no 
date.) 
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Figure 9. J. W. Stanley Furniture and Undertaking ad from 1922 atlas (George A. Ogle & Co., Standard Atlas of Johnson 
County, Kansas: Including A Plat Book of the Villages, Cities and Townships of the County (Chicago: George A. Ogle & 
Co., 1922), 65). 
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Figure 10. Aerial view of the Bigelow-Foster Mercantile Company Building showing rooflines. Current addresses and 
notes added for clarity (Google Maps, 2023). 
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Figure 11. Undated Photo of the buildings at 202-212 East Main Street, looking NE from intersection. The parapet of the 
brick garage at 214 E. Main is visible in the background, right. Notes by Mason Martel, 2023 (“Part of Gardner,” ca. 
1915. Johnson County Museum online collection, JCM1989-39-45, 
https://jocohistory.org/digital/collection/jcm/id/2449/rec/123).52 
 

 
 

 
52 Note: the circa 1915 date associated with the image is incorrect, as these were not built until 1917. 
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Figure 12. Excerpt of 1922 atlas map of downtown Gardner (George A. Ogle & Co., Standard Atlas of Johnson County, 
Kansas: Including A Plat Book of the Villages, Cities and Townships of the County (Chicago: George A. Ogle & Co., 
1922), 15). 
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Figure 13. Street view of the noncontributing parking lot (Resource 5) along South Elm Street. The Clearman, H. T., 
Building (Resource 6) is in the background, right (Google Streetview, 2023).  
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Figure 14. Photos of the noncontributing outbuilding at 218 East Main Street. Top: looking north. Bottom: looking 
southeast (Google Streetview, 2023; Brad Finch, f-stop Photography, 2023). 
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Figure 15. Photograph of covered transom openings below awnings at 202-208 East Main Street (Brad Finch, f-Stop 
Photography, 2023). 
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