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Kansas State Historical Society 
 
 

Register of Historic Kansas Places 
Registration Form 
 
 
This form is for use in nominating individual properties and districts. The format is similar to the National Register of Historic Places form. See instructions in How to 
Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by 
entering the information requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural 
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative items on 
continuation sheets. Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.  
 
 
 

1.  Name of Property 

Historic name  Morrow, George, L. Barn 

Other names/site number KHRI # 091-3854 

Name of related Multiple Property Listing Historic Agricultre-Related Resources of Kansas 

   

2.  Location 

street & number  19810 South Hedge Lane   not for publication 

city or town  Spring Hill   vicinity 

state Kansas code KS county Johnson code 091 66083 67345 

 

3-4. Certification  
 

The above property has been determined eligible for both the Register of Historic Kansas Places and the National 
Register of Historic Places. The property has been documented and recorded on a National Register of Historic Places 
nomination form, which serves as the official register nomination for this property.  
The Historic Sites Board of Review has determined that this property meets the documentation standards for registering 
properties in the Register of Historic Kansas Places.  
I hereby certify that this property meets the criteria for and is listed in the Register of Historic Kansas Places.  
Applicable State Register Criteria:        A          B       x   C         D 
  
 

                                   __November 4, 2023__________ 
Signature of certifying official/Title  Katrina Ringler, Deputy SHPO                           Date 
 

Kansas State Historical Society   
State agency 
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National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts.  See instructions in National Register Bulletin, How 
to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form.  If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for 
"not applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the 
instructions.  Place additional certification comments, entries, and narrative items on continuation sheets if needed (NPS Form 10-900a).   

1. Name of Property

Historic name  Morrow, George L., Barn 

Other names/site number KHRI 091-3854 

Name of related Multiple Property Listing Historic Agriculture-Related Resources of Kansas 

2. Location

Street & number  19810 South Hedge Lane  n/a   not for publication 

City or town  Spring Hill  n/a    vicinity 

State  Kansas Code KS County Johnson Code 091 Zip code 66083 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 
I hereby certify that this    x    nomination     _ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards 
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional 
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  
In my opinion, the property   x _  meets     _  does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I recommend that this 
property be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance: 

 national    statewide      X   local     Applicable National Register Criteria:   A    B      x   C      ___D   

Signature of certifying official/Title  Katrina Ringler, Deputy SHPO  Date 

Kansas State Historical Society 
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

In my opinion, the property  meets  does not meet the National Register criteria.  

Signature of commenting official   Date 

Title    State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 
4. National Park Service Certification
I hereby certify that this property is: 

 entered in the National Register    determined eligible for the National Register 

   determined not eligible for the National Register   removed from the National Register 

 other (explain:)       _________________     

  Signature of the Keeper    Date of Action 

November 4, 2023

National Register of Historic Places listed January 8, 2024
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5.  Classification  
 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box.) 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 
 

    Contributing Noncontributing  
x private x building(s) 1  buildings 
 public - Local  district   sites 
 public - State  site   structures 
 public - Federal  structure   objects 
   object 1  Total 

 
 
  Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register 

  0 
  
6. Function or Use                                                                      

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE - storage  AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE - storage 

   

   

   

   

   

   
 
   
7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 Materials  
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

Other: Gambrel Roof  foundation: LIMESTONE 

  walls: WOOD 

    

  roof: WOOD, METAL 

  other:  
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Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe contributing and 
noncontributing resources, if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general 
characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, method of construction, setting, size, and significant 
features. Indicate whether the property has historic integrity.)   
 
Summary  
 
The 1910 gambrel roof bank barn has a stone foundation and metal roof. The building is in good condition but 
in need of some repairs on the northwest side of the main floor and roof. The building sits on a 5 acre area with 
a house and silo. Overall, the building retains good architectural integrity, of setting and location. Design, 
materials, and workmanship are evident in the remaining sources, layout, and historic remnants. The association 
and feeling are tied to its historic association as an active farm in rural Johnson County, Kansas.  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Elaboration  
 
Setting: 
The property is 5 acres with a house that was built in 1900 and renovated numerous times – the last being 2015. 
The barn is located downhill and northwest of the house. The driveway runs down and north from the house, 
squares up with the barn, levels out onto a ramp, and approaches the large sliding doors where one may enter 
onto the main wooden floor of the barn.  
 
Overview: 
The gambrel-roofed English bank barn with a stone foundation is said to have been built about 1910. It is 
covered with red-painted Dutch lap horizontal siding. The frame is nailed together with wire nails 
(Manufactured after 1880). The dimensional lumber, mostly 2 x 4s and 2 x 6s are uniform enough to have been 
sawn elsewhere in a professional sawmill. Being built on a hillside allows easy entry to the main floor for food 
storage for the animals and easy access for the animals to enter and stay out of the weather under the main floor. 
Water and weather damage is evident along the base of the wood siding and at the roof on the west slope.  
 
Concrete was poured around some of the vertical support post, with rocks several inches down on the interior of 
the posts. Most of the posts are sections of logs. There are three support posts under the western summer beam 
and five support posts under the eastern summer beam. The original posts had concrete poured around them, as 
some still do; others have been replaced with treated lumber. The posts are not placed at uniform distances. The 
main barn has multiple levels in it supported by the four posts resting on the summer beams and rising to the 
purlins. There is some compression of beams indicating excessive loading. Scattered throughout are broken 
joists. Many floor joists have been sistered due to damage and more need similar repair. 
 
The ridge of the roof runs north to south. The hay door on the north gambrel-end and the track extended out 
under the small hay hood, which shows that hay was brought in from the north and distributed into the lofts 
using a hay hook and trolley system.  
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Main Floor: 
Between the roof plates that run parallel to the ridge, cables span the gap. Moving to the main floor, grain 
storage rooms line the north side of the central gangway. West of the granaries, a hay chute rises from the north 
side of the gangway to help feed livestock in the basement from the top of the hay stacked in the mow.  There is 
one double-hung window. The floor has no device to keep grain from falling between the boards, such as 
tongues and grooves or splines. Many western barns lifted loose hay from wagons parked outside one end of the 
barn and dumped it below the length of the trolley track, which ran along the peak. This barn does that but 
allows the hay to be brought inside via the east ramp to avoid precipitation damage during unloading. 
 
There is no other east to west structure to prevent the barn from spreading the rafter bottoms apart. Diagonally 
installed lumber has aided in maintaining the squareness of the barn. The double thickness of the wall plate 
across the gable end and the diagonal brace up to it have kept the end wall from bowing. 
 
At the first floor level of the southeast corner of the building at the Dutch door, the damaged siding has allowed 
a lot of water to come in and rot a stud. The header over the east sliding doors sags more than an inch due to the 
sagging single roof plate above it. Looking inside the Dutch door and upward to the west is a 2 x 10 joists 
overhead for the lofts. Two stalls are constructed in the south-center and the southwest of main floor. The stall 
in the south-center has a stanchion for holding the head of an animal, for milking or possibly dehorning cattle.  
 
Basement / Foundation: 
The basement is accessed from the west elevation through a sliding barn door. There are two large openings on 
the west side, two smaller openings on the south side, and one on the north side. Some of the openings have 
deteriorated historic windows frames. The walls are large blocks of limestone laid approximately 23-inches 
thick, as seen at the west end of the south wall. The basement measures approximately 34-feet by 44-feet; with 
the distance from the southeast to the southwest corner on the interior at 34-feet, and the distance from the north 
to south corners at 44 feet. Areas, where mortar is absent between stones and white powdered lime on the 
basement walls, show that water runs through multiple points in the foundation, especially on the east side. The 
southwest corner shows a gravel floor. Except for some concrete in the center, the rest of the floor is built up 
with manure and old straw, with the highest depth of nearly 14 inches. Most joists are 7-1/4 inches tall. They 
are 1 ½” to 1 ⅝” thick dimensional circular sawn lumber, installed on 16" centers. The variety of surfaces 
indicates some replacement. The doorways from the basement have tracks above them consistent with hanging 
doors. The west opening still has a hanging door. 
 
Integrity: 

The barn is in its original location and setting or a rural agricultural farming property in Spring Hill, Kansas. 
The design, materials, and workmanship are evident in the remaining characteristics of the gambrel roof barn. 
The layout, arrangement, foundation, bank, and internal structure are supported by primarily original materials 
with some replacement for additional support. The barn retains its historic feeling and association of a gambrel 
roof barn in rural Johnson County, Kansas.  
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8. Statement of Significance 
 
Applicable National Register Criteria  
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National 
Register listing.) 
 

 A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history.  

 B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 
  

   

x C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics  
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  

   

 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history.  

   
 
Criteria Considerations  
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 
Property is: 
 

A 
 

 
Owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes.  

 
 
B 

 
removed from its original location. 

 
 
C 

 
a birthplace or grave. 

 
 
D 

 
a cemetery. 

 
 
E 

 
a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

 
 
F 

 
a commemorative property. 

 
 
G 

 
less than 50 years old or achieving significance 

  within the past 50 years. 

 
Areas of Significance  

ARCHITECTURE 

 

 

 

 

 
Period of Significance  

1910 

 

 
Significant Dates 

 

 

 
Significant Person  
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 
N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

 

Architect/Builder 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Period of Significance (justification) 
The period of significance for the barn is the year of construction in 1910.  
 
Criteria Considerations (justification) 
N/A 
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Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of 
significance, and any applicable criteria considerations.) 
 
Summary  
 
The George Morrow barn is a great example of a bank barn in rural Johnson County and has the key 
characteristics that make the property eligible for its architecture. The barn is unique in that it is built with 
cypress wood, limestone, and has a gambrel roof on a bank barn design. The barn dates back to 1910, and was 
most likely one of the first of its kind in the Spring Hill area.   
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Elaboration  
 
Spring Hill, Johnson County 
One of the earliest counties settled in Kansas, Johnson County has had a long agricultural history organized in 
1855. “Spring Hill was platted and surveyed as a town stie in May 1857 by James B. Hovey on the high 
ground southeast of the Santa Fe Trail and southwest of the Boonville Trail. Named for another small town 
near Mobile, Alabama – because of the former’s charm, beautiful groves, and flower gardens – Spring Hill’s 
first business district centered around a town square along the stage route.”1 The town grew slowly, and 
Bloody Kansas, the fight over Kansas being a free or slave state, allowed Spring Hill to benefit from 
population growth after the Civil War.  
 
George Sprague is named as the first farmer in the township, making the “first improvements in the township, 
building the first good board fence, the first good barn, and the first good two-story frame dwelling,” in 
1857.2 In the 1870s the railroads began linking Johnson County to the east and metropolitan Kansas City 
expanding the county’s shipping for livestock and produce. At that time, Spring Hill consisted of a dry goods, 
grocery, six general stores, hardware stores, drug stores, four blacksmiths, a grange store, two agricultural 
implement dealers, two grain dealers, and about 700 citizens.3  
 
Agricultural History 
Kansas became more accessible for farming in the beginning of the 19th Century. Kansas had an excellent 
climate for high international demand of wheat and other crops. As technology developed in the farming 
industry the ability to increase production helped the industry flourish. As white and European settlers began 
expanding west into Kansas, their settlement transformed the state into an agricultural powerhouse. Kansas 
became the number one producer of wheat and four for corn. “It is estimated that by the end of the 1870s, 

 
1 Register of Historic Kansas Places nomination, Spring Hill Historic District, Spring Hill, Johnson County. On file with 

the KS-State Historic Preservation Office., Listed December 11, 2000, p 13. 
2 Cutler, William. History of the State of Kansas: Johnson County, Spring Hill. (A.T. Andreas, Chicago), 1883. Accessed 

online: https://www.kancoll.org/books/cutler/johnson/johnson-co-p10.html#SPRING_HILL  
3 Ibid. 

https://www.kancoll.org/books/cutler/johnson/johnson-co-p10.html#SPRING_HILL
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almost 90 percent of the population of Kansas was living on a farm.”4 By the 1890s, there was a decline in the 
agricultural industry, with many farmers defaulting on mortgages and about one-third of Kansas farmers 
didn’t own their farming land at this point.5  
 
The Golden Age of farming in Kansas took place between 1900-1920. The gross income of farms tripled 
during this period and there were about 5.7 million farms in the U.S. Kansas continued working corn, wheat, 
and sorghum, which picked up during the Great War. As the war progressed, Kansas became the leaders in 
alfalfa.6 Farms became larger, but the quantity decreased, influenced by the self-propelled tractor. These new 
machines increased the ability of the farmers to expand their production and harvest wheat at almost four 
times faster than prior equipment.7 Though Kansas was an agricultural state, stock yards became prominent in 
Kansas City and Wichita. Along with the growing agricultural business, the dairy industry exceeded in 
metropolitan areas like Wichita and Kansas City. Between 1910-1920, “the state’s dairy production increased 
300 percent. The demand for a newly imported breed of cows, Holsteins, grew. Holstein, known for 
producing more milk than other dairy breeds, were first imported to Massachusetts from Holland in 1852.”8 
One of the popular barn styles in the eastern part of Kansas, was the bank barn, used for its ability to house 
livestock and hay.  
 
Bank & Gambrel Roof Barns 
Originating in Germany, bank barns became popular in Pennsylvania and along the east coast. Northeastern 
Kansas is in the Flint Hills making it the best location for these types of barns in the state since they rely on 
using a bank or hill as an approach. The Kansas Historic Resources Inventory showed a barn survey from 
2007 which documented 85 bank barns – only four in Johnson County. The documentation from the 2007 
survey confirmed that bank barns were popular in eastern Kansas during early white and Euro-American 
settlement.  
 

Bank Barns per the MPDF are described as characteristically having two exterior entrances on different 
level that are achieve one of two ways. The first is that the barn is built into a hill, therefore, creating a 
natural ramp that leads to the second level of the barn. The second way this may be achieved is through 
‘constructing an earthen or masonry bridge or ramp on one side.’ … Typically, the lower levels of the 
barn are for housing animals and the second level that is accessible through the ramp is used for hay or 
grain storage. The MPDF then states that “Historically, the broad-side opening allowed farmers to drive 
wagons filled with loose hay into the upper part of the barn, where they used hay forks to raise the hay 
into haymows, which often flanked the wagon bay. Once stored in the haymow, hay could easily be 
transferred through openings or chutes from the upper levels to the livestock area below.’ The last 

 
4 National Register of Historic Places nomination, Louis and Rachel Hammer Barn, Johnson County, Kansas. Listed 

February 26, 2022. NRIS #100007705. 
5 National Register of Historic Places multiple property documentation form, Historic Agriculture-Related Resources of 

Kansas, Section E, page 20.  
6 Ibid., page 23 
7 Ibid., page 25 
8 Ibid., page 27 
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characteristic of the bank barn is that they are generally two and a half stories high and with stone 
exteriors and wooden framed interiors.  

 
Gambrel roof barns are usually one and a half or two stories, on masonry foundations, and wood-framed 
upper stories. This style opened the upper floor making them more practical for the storage of hay. They were 
common in Kansas between 1880-1950 and their construction and design varied over the decades. Several 
national companies cold the gambrel-roof barns as part of their catalogs.9 This roof style became the standard 
by the turn of the century, making it a natural choice for the Morrow Bank Barn.  
 
The Morrow Barn was constructed on a stone foundation and features the characteristics of the lower level, a 
large barn door entry for livestock. The building is on a hilly landscape making the bank barn design a perfect 
fit for the property being built into the hillside and creating a natural ramp to the main level from the broad-
side. The gambrel roof structure allows for natural more storage capacity in the upper level. The George 
Morrow Barn is a great example of the Bank Barn style defined in the Historic Agriculture-Related Resources 
of Kansas MPDF and is eligible for its architecture.  
 
 

 
9 National Register of Historic Places multiple property documentation form, Historic Agriculture-Related Resources of 

Kansas, Section F, Page 51-53 
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9.  Major Bibliographical References  
Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form.)      
 
Cutler, William. History of the State of Kansas: Johnson County, Spring Hill. (A.T. Andreas, Chicago), 1883. Accessed 

online: https://www.kancoll.org/books/cutler/johnson/johnson-co-p10.html#SPRING_HILL  
National Register of Historic Places nomination, Louis and Rachel Hammer Barn, Johnson County, Kansas. Listed 

February 26, 2022. NRIS #100007705. 
National Register of Historic Places multiple property documentation form, Historic Agriculture-Related Resources of 

Kansas. 
Register of Historic Kansas Places nomination, Spring Hill Historic District, Spring Hill, Johnson County. On file with 

the KS-State Historic Preservation Office., Listed December 11, 2000, p 13. 
 
 
Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data: 
 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been  State Historic Preservation Office 
 requested)   Other State agency 
 previously listed in the National Register  Federal agency 
 previously determined eligible by the National Register  Local government 
 designated a National Historic Landmark  University 
 recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________  Other 
 recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________   Name of repository:     
 recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________    
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

10.  Geographical Data                                                               
 
Acreage of Property Less than one 
 
 
Provide latitude/longitude coordinates OR UTM coordinates.  
(Place additional coordinates on a continuation page.) 
 
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates  
Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
 
1 38.769343  -94.854246  3       
 Latitude:  Longitude:      Latitude: 

 
Longitude: 

2      4       
 Latitude: Longitude: 

 
    Latitude:  Longitude: 

 
 
Verbal Boundary Description (describe the boundaries of the property) 
 
The George Morrow Barn sits on a larger 4.65 acres parcel: STONERIDGE RANCH LT 2 SP 102 2. Other 
buildings and structures on the property are not architectural significant or retain integrity.   
 
Boundary Justification (explain why the boundaries were selected)  
 
The boundary is limited to the historic bank barn and its ramp as it is the only building on the parcel that retains 
integrity. It is a great example of a bank barn in rural Johnson County.  
 

https://www.kancoll.org/books/cutler/johnson/johnson-co-p10.html#SPRING_HILL
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11. Form Prepared By  

name/title  Aimee and Bart Burrow and KS-SHPO 

organization  date   

street & number  19810 South Hedge Lane telephone  (770) 356-0365 

city or town   Spring Hill  state KS zip code 66083 

e-mail Aimeeburrow@aol.com 
 
     
Property Owner:  (complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO)  

name Aimee and Bart Burrow 

street & number  19810 South Hedge Lane telephone (770) 356-0365 

city or town   Spring Hill state KS zip code 66083 

 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.). 
 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including  time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 
 
Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 
 
Photograph Log 
 
  Name of Property:  Morrow, George L., Barn 
  City or Vicinity:  Spring Hill 
  County: Johnson State:  Kansas 
  Photographer:  
  Date Photographed:  

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include a description of view indicating the direction of 
camera: 
 

Photo 
Number View Description 

#1  East elevation, bank ramp, and adjacent silo 
#2  Closer view of east elevation and adjacent silo 
#3  South and west elevations 
#4  West elevation 
#5  West and north elevations 
#6  Lower level 
#7  Lower level 
#8  Barn door entry to main level 
#9  Main level 
#10  Main level 
#11  Main level 
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Photo 1 
 

 
Photo 2 
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Photo 3 
 

 
Photo 4 
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Photo 5 
 

 
Photo 6 
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