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1. Name of Property

historic name JOHN McCARTHY HOUSE

other names/site number 091-1480-0004

2. Location

street & number __ 19700 SUNFLOWER ROAD (J not for publication
city or town EDGERTON @ vicinity

state _ KANSAS code _KS _ county JOHNSON code 091  zip code 66021

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this K nomination
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of

Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property

X1 meets [] does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

[ nationally [] statewide X locally. (L] See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

/?7 M
/ 7 J. i%c%ld;’__, D-SHPO S /3 (/00
Signdture of certifying official/Title s Date

KANSAS STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [] meets [ does not meet the National Register criteria. ((] See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
| hereby certify that the property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
[] entered in the National Register.

[[] See continuation sheet.

[[] determined eligible for the
National Register
[[] See continuation sheet.
[] determined not eligible for the
National Register.
[l removed from the National
Register.

[l other, (explain:)




JOHN McCARTHY HOUSE
Name of Property

JO. ON COUNTY, KANSAS
County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

K private [J building(s)
[J public-local [] district
[J public-State L] site

[J structure
[J object

] public-Federal

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter “N/A™ if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

Number of Resources within Property

(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 buildings
sites
structures
objects
1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: SINGLE DWELLING

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: SINGLE DWELLING

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

MID 19TH CENTURY: GOTHIC REVIVAL

OTHER: VERNACULAR

Narrative Description

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation ___STONE: LIMESTONE

walls STONE: LIMESTONE
roof ASPHALT
other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



JOHN McCARTHY HOUSE
Name of Property

NSON COUNTY, KANSAS

Count, .nd State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark “x™" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

[] A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

[J B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

[XC Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

[J D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x™ in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

[J A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

[J B removed from its original location.

[] C a birthplace or grave.

[] D a cemetery.

[J E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
[J] F a commemorative property.

[[] G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

"Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance
1860

Significant Dates
1860, 1905, 1923

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
UNKNOWN

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibilography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

L] preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

[] previously listed in the National Register

] previously determined eligible by the National
Register

[] designated a National Historic Landmark

[J recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

(] recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

(X State Historic Preservation Office
[] Other State agency
[ Federal agency
[] Local government
] University
[] Other
Name of repository:




JOHN McCARTHY HOUSE JOHNSON COUNTY, KANSAS
Name of Property County and State

10._Geographical Data

Acreage of Property _ ONE ACRE

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1115 [312,6/0,8,0] [4,2/9,3/01 0 gl d Ll e bl balad g0l

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
gl b g b L e o sl by o b v by 0 9

[] see continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle JOEL RHODES }, RICH LIPPINCOTT

org anization JOHNSON COUNTY MUSEUMS date
street & number __6305 LACKMAN ROAD telephone
c|ty or town SHAWNEE state KSs le code 6621?

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) ihdicating the property’s location.
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name ___ JOHN AND KATHY KING

street & number 19700 SUNFLOWER ROAD telephone

city or town ___EDGERTON state ___ KS zip code __66021

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Built circa 1860, the McCarthy House (pronounced McCarty, according to descendants) is a
one and one half-story center hall structure. Stylistically, it is a vernacular version of the mid-19th
century rural Gothic style. The source of inspiration for farm homes in the rural Gothic style was
the literature written by mid-19th century theorist and tastemaker, Andrew Jackson Downing.
Gothic revival was characterized as the only suitable architecture for a Christian home. As a
result, many mid-19th century farm homes were constructed emulating this example (with
varying levels of aesthetic success).

The house is built of native Kansas limestone, most probably quarried on the property. The plan
of the house is "L" shaped, consisting of a two-over-two room with center passage front section
with an ell extending off the north corner of this section. A wrap around porch in the Queen
Anne fradition was constructed in 1905 but removed in 1996. A single story ell was built later
(1923) extending the original rear ell. It too, is built of native limestone. The house has the steep
gables associated with Gothic architecture and a center front gablet over the main entry. The
roof is covered with asphalt shingles. The building appears structurally sound; the only evident
areas of deterioration are on the rear porches, a later replacement of the original. The
stonework of the house is sound, solid, and has had necessary tuck-pointing at intervals over the
life of the structure.

The McCarthy house fronts a county road (Sunflower Road) to the east. The drive enters the
property at the north side of the original yard, running along the north side of the house and to
the rear. There is some evidence of original planting still existing in the yard: symmetrically
planted White pine and cedar trees, some of which remain. While the Red cedars are native
trees and could have been transplanted from the surrounding woods, it is believed that White
pines were not infroduced to the Western Missouri/Kansas frontier until significantly post-Civil War.

The surrounding countryside has retained much of its 19th Century rural character. The property
is about one mile northeast of Edgerton, KS. This picturesque town has preserved much of its
19th/early 20th century architecture, and few substantial changes are expected to the environs
in the next few years. This fown and surrounding area seem to be out of the path of imminent
development.

A small gable roofed structure is located near the southwest corner of the house. This appears
to have been a storage shed or perhaps a smokehouse. There is a large gambrel roof barn with
attached glazed tile silo about 100 yards northwest of the house. This barn dates from around
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the turn of the century. There is a machine storage shed, of approximately the same date, near
the barn. These properties are not included in the nomination.

EXTERIOR

The front or east facade of the McCarthy house consists of three bays on both the first and
second floors. On the first floor, the centered front door has been replaced with a typical
Queen Anne, oval glass, door. The other two bays are double hung, four over four windows.

Evidence of the original front porch is non-existent. The most recent porch was a turn-of-the-
century replacement. It extended from the north side of the front door, across the south end
of the front facade and wraps around the south side of the house. This porch was probably
added during a circa 1900 remodeling; it is pictured in a photograph dated 1904. From this
photograph one can see the central second floor opening was originally a door, today
replaced by a window. The porch was removed because of structural instability in spring 1996.
The removal of the porch gives a closer likeness to the original appearance of the house.

Other second floor window openings retain their original configuration. Some are small, square,
casement windows, set very low to the floor on the interior. Full size double hung windows are
used elsewhere. The small casement windows have four panes of glass that allow them to
resemble one sash of the larger, double-hung windows used elsewhere. Most or all windows
appear to be early 20th century replacements: style and construction in keeping with the
windows in the 1923 rear addition. Nowhere on this structure is evidence of any use of outside
shutters as a window covering. Aluminum-framed storm windows cover all window openings
on the house.

The limestone construction material is uncoursed, random stone. It is of a relatively uniform gray
coloration, however there are variations in color from very dark gray to golden honey color. The
front facade and south side of the central portion, which were probably considered the primary
facades of the house, have finer stonework than other facades. On the front and south facades
some stones have been worked into flat surfaces and square corners. The rear and entire north
facades have much rougher and more random stonework, with little evidence of the stones
having been worked into shape. One interesting detail about the stonework: all windows, both
first and second floor, have straight, square, worked stone lintels except the three first floor
double hung windows on the north side. These windows have segmental arched lintels made
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up of several stones that are not as finely worked as the other lintels. However, the second floor
windows directly above these have the worked stone lintels. Why this variation in construction
methods exists, cannot be explained at present. Verbal tradition has it that the stone was
quarried somewhere to the north of the house on a part of the original property.

In the 1904 photograph a large brick chimney is visible just to the south of the center front gable
on the front facade. This was added during the circa 1900 remodeling to allow for central heat
via a furnace in the cellar. The northeast corner of the south front room was enclosed with
boards to provide a space for this chimney. A closet, which has undergone significant
alterations, was used to disguise this chimney on the second floor.

The south facade has a centered chimney in the gable. Double hung windows similar in size to
those on the first floor are positioned each side of this chimney. This chimney appears to have
been built for wood burning stoves, as there is no evidence of a fireplace in this wall on either
the first or second floor. Due to the very thick stone walls of the house, the chimney is flush on
both the exterior and the interior. The north facade has a similar chimney.

In the 1904 photograph a section of the replacement porch appears to have been enclosed
with lattice on the west end of the south facade. Its use or function is unknown. Family tradition
states that a Porte cochere was built on the south side of the porch along the rear ell, so this
photograph may document part of such a structure. The south facade of the original rear ell
contains a door and window. A centered casement window is located on the second floor.
The south facade of the added rear ell (1923) also has a door and window. This window is of
a similar type to the casements used elsewhere.

A porch appears to have been original to the south facade of the rear ell. A porch positioned
here would also cover the centered window and west door into the south room of the front
section. This opening retains its hewn lintel and what is probably the only original door remaining
in the house. This is a typical mid-19th century four panel door with an original or very early
replacement box lock. A hewn lintelis also obvious on the 1923 rear ell addition. Presently, this
area of the south facade contains a circa 1940 poured concrete porch. A roof covers this
porch and a small wood floored porch that extends along the later one-story ell addition. The
porch roof here is very deteriorated and has been temporarily shored up to prevent collapse.
It is difficult to determine just what the original porch form was, but judging by door placement,
it is certain to have resembled the present structure in size and orientation.
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There are ell additions to the rear or west facade. This facade consists of a section of the back
of the front block of the house (where the only original door is located) and the back or west
side of the 1923 addition. Prior to the 1923 addition, the west exterior wall ended with the west
wall of the original rear ell extension. This facade originally contained a large primitive, cooking
fireplace which was the only one in the house. Stoves in the front rooms supplemented heat.
Evidence of the original firebox can be seen in the cellar foundation. As well, the extended
firebox size and larger chimney are visible in the west interior wall of the original rear ell. When
the 1923 addition was constructed, the fireplace was closed off and a doorway cut through the
west wall of the ell into the new addition. The rear (west) facade of the added ell has a wood
sided gable above the stone first floor level. It appears that this section was always comprised
of asingle story. There is a small, centered brick chimney in this gable of this ell.

The north facade of the house consists of the north side of the front section, the north wall of the
original rear ell, and the north wall of the 1923 addition. This is the longest facade of the house,
extending approximately 50 feet from east o west. This facade has five window openings on
the first floor. Those in the front section and in the original rear ell have double hung casements
that match windows on the front facade. In the 1923 rear ell addition there are two casement
windows, matching the door and window on the south side in placement. These windows
resemble the casement windows on the second floor of the front section of the house. The
entire north facade of the house is covered by a heavy growth of deciduous vines.

On the second floor of the north facade there are three openings. The east window on the north
facade of the front section is a double hung window similar to those on the first floor. The west
window on this side is a small casement similar to those on the second floor of front facade. The
original rear ell also has a centered casement on the second floor. There is evidence of an
opening into the cellar, located under the window in the original rear ell, on this facade. This
side of the house shows the roughest stone work.

INTERIOR

The interior of the McCarthy is very well preserved. There have been few alterations to the
original details. Most of the original woodwork is present. The walnut newel post and stair rail
are extant in the central hall. The present flooring is thought to be original construction. It wes rom
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appears to be yellow pine, tongue and grooved boards, about four inches in width. All flooring
is the same width; it has been refinished recently.

Some interior doors have been replaced. However, there is one original door in the south room
of the front section. This door is on the west or rear facade. It has a roughly worked wood lintel
visible on the interior. All plaster has been removed from this room, exposing the stone. This door
and the windows of this room retain their original simply molded woodwork. There is no
evidence of any type of corner block or pedimented effect, as in the Greek Revival style, with
the McCarthy house woodwork.

The first floor of the front section consists of two rooms separated by the central hall. The north
room is smaller than the south as space for the stairs was taken from this room. Both north and
south rooms have chimneys built into the outside walls. There is no extension or protrusion of a
chimney breast or firebox into the rooms. One can assume that the house was constructed with
wood stoves planned as the primary heat source. On the second floor there is one large room
on the south and two smaller rooms on the north. The rear room on the north has only a smaill,
floor-level casement window for light. This room is currently used as a bathroom.

The original rear ell, built at the same time as the front section, contains one room on both the
first and second floors. This ell extends off the northwest corner of the house. It is flush with the
north wall of the front section. Connection between the rear ell and the front section is provided
by a door at the rear of the central hall.

The first floor room of the ell is currently used as a kitchen. It is believed this was the historic use
for the room, as well. The woodwork in this room is composed simply of boards around the
windows. These may be similar to the backband type casing evident in the south front room.
Such casing was used to provide a working level for plastering the walls. After plastering,
decorative molding, like that present in the south front room, could have been applied over the
boards. If this room was used as a kitchen, decorative moldings may have been considered
unnecessary for such a utilitarian room. This room is unique in having the only fireplace in the
house. It was located on the west walll of the room, centered, and extending about 18 inches
into the room. The firebox would have extended into the approximately two foot thick exterior
walls of the house. The foundation necessary to support a fireplace can been seen in the cellar
under this section.
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When the second rear ell was constructed (1923) a door was cut directly through this fireplace
constfruction, connecting the new room to the existing house. Because of the depth of chimney
breast and exterior wall, this doorway forms a short hall about three feet in length. The second
floor of the original ell consists of a single room, accessed from the rear of the upper central hall.
It has ceilings that follow the roof slope and the small casement windows similar to those on the
second floor of the front facade.



