NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 10024-0018
(Oct. 1990) ;

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking *'x” in the appropriate box or
by entering the information requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter “"N/A" for “'not applicable.”” For functions,
architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional
entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property

historic name WOLCOTIT HOUSE

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 270F CAENCIL Feku L] not for publication
city or town MISSION HILLS [J vicinity

state RS ~code . By county ciadii code i zip code ﬂ

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this XXnomination
3 request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
)%toric Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
meets [] does not me%‘ne National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant
D,{lationally [ statewide locally. (D See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

7 g 4 # 1 )
hoboaedl) Lok D-swmo 34500,
" “Signature of certifying official/Title Date

KANSAS STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [] meets [] does not meet the National Register criteria. (D See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of commenting official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I hereby certify that the property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

] entered in the National Register.
L] see continuation sheet.

(] determined eligible for the
National Register
[] see continuation sheet.

[ determined not eligible for the
National Register.

[] removed from the National
Register.

[] other, (explain;)




WOLCOTT HOUSE - -
Name of Property

JOHNSUR COUNTY, KANSAS
County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
KKprivate EXbuilding(s)
[J public-local [ district
[J public-State [ site
[J public-Federal © 7 0O structure
[J object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter “N/A” if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N A

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
2 buildings
sites
structures
objects
2. Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

6. Function or Use

' Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling —DOMESTIC: single dwelling
7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials

(Enter categories from instructions) )
LATE 19th and EARLY 20th CENTURY

REVIVALS: Tudor Revival

OTHER: French Eclectic

Narrative Description

(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation _STONE: limestone

walls STO&E: limestone
roof CERAMIC TILE
other '

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or rnqré continuation sheets.)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark “x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

L] A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

(0] B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

[(XXC Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

(1 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x™ in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

[] A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

[J B removed from its original location.

[J C a birthplace or grave.

[J D a cemetery.

[J E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. '
(J F a commemorative property.

[J G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from-instructions)

ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance

1928

Significant Dates

1928

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A -

Cultural Affiliation
N/A '

Architect/Builder -
KURFISS, SHELBY- Architect

HELLMAN, JOSEPH- Builder

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

L] previously listed in the National Register

L] previously determined eligible by the National
Register

[ ] designated a National Historic Landmark

L] recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

[ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

fck State Historic Preservation Office
L] Other State agency

1 Federal agency

[] Local government

[J University

L] Other

Name of repository:




WOLCOTT HOUSE JOHh.JUN COUNTY, KANSAS
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 2.1 acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

4 312 045 8 0.
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Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
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[] See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte SUSAN JEZAK FORD

organization date  NOVEMBER 2000
street & number __ 3628 HOLMES STREET telephone ___ 816-531-2489
city or town __KANSAS CITY ' s X8 Zp code . 64108

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 miﬁute' "series) iridica'ling the property’s location.

A Sketch niap for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs ‘of the property.

Additional items _ _
(Check with the SHPO or FPO ‘for any additional itemis)* " "'

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

SHARON G. COUGHLIN -

name

street & number .5701 QAKWOQD RnAﬁ. vt | telephone __913-722-9417
TN - 66208

city or town MISSION HILLS state e zip code

]

TERNT SN TN S

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: Thas |ntormat|on is being oollected for applications to the National Register of Hraioric Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washmgton DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC.20503.
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Overview—Section 7
The Wolcott residence, a stately, two-and-a-half-story stone house, sits on a 2.1-acre lot located on a hill above
Oakwood Road in Mission Hills, Kansas. Architect Selby Kurfiss’ interpretation of the French Eclectic and Tudor
Revival, two closely related architectural styles, blends together quite well to create amassive residence that presents
a formal French Eclectic fagade to the public thoroughfare and an impressive Tudor facade to visitors arriving at the
rear (main) entrance.

The house is constructed completely of stone, topped by a red tile roof. A two-story hexagonal tower and narrow,
two-story gabled entry front its main fagade and hipped roof. The rear fagade provides the residence’s main entrance
from the driveway that circles behind the house to an entry porch and garage. The rear facade is a striking example
of Tudor Revival design, with a main gable containing parallel peaks, an all-stone entry porch, numerous windows
of leaded glass and three sets of French doors. The roofline is extremely irregular, containing many dormers, gables
and wing projections. The house is sited on a large lot that contains stone patios, a fishpond, stone walls and an
original three-car garage.

The house’s exterior is in near-perfect original condition and has been very well maintained. Vines that covered the
house in the 1950s and 1960 have been removed. The entire house is constructed of irregularly coursed ashlar
limestone with an ochre tint. The roof—hipped on the west fagade and gabled on the east fagade—is of red ceramic
tile. The roof configuration gives this three-story house the appearance of being only two stories on the front fagade.
Each window and exterior doorway contains a stone lintel and sill and stone block modillions are located under many
ofthe eaves and at some of the second story overhangs. All windows contain modern bronze-colored storms/screens.
The house also contains copper guttering ornamented with small rosettes, usually located above a block modillion
where present.

West Facade ;

The west fagade faces the street and is dominated by a centrally placed two story hexagonal tower. A red tiled hipped
roof with gable-end extensions rises behind this tower. A screened porch is located on the first story, to the north
of the tower. The massive front door opening is located just south of the tower, topped by a narrow two-story gable
projection that slightly overhangs the entrance. The house’s living room area is located in a gable-end wing to the
south of the front door.

The front facade of the house is 11 bays wide. From left to right (north to south), the first bay is recessed from the
main body of the house and consists of a two-story, gable-end extension to the house. The second story of this bay
is fronted by the steep gable roof. The first story contains a six-over-six window in the center of the bay and a copper
downspout on the northern edge. The eave contains stone block modillions placed below copper guttering. Five

stone steps leading to the screened porch rise perpendicular to the plane of this bay, fronted by a graduated stone
ledge west of the steps.
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Bays two through four contain the house’s screened porch, with stone piers placed between each bay. Wood-framed
screens are located in bays two and three and a single screened door with two side panels are located in bay four.
The three screened openings contain retractable exterior canvas awnings and massive stone lintels, each measuring
approximately two feet thick and eight feet long. Stone block modillions are located at the eave line below the copper
gutters. Behind the screened porch, a set of French doors with sidelights leads to the house’s kitchen. The slope of
the hipped roof begins at bay two and a hipped dormer projects from the north side of this slope above bay two. A
hipped dormer is located between bays three and four. This dormer contains a copper gutter and wood modillions
on three sides. The front surface of the dormer is wood; the two sides are covered in red ceramic tiles. The dormer
contains three windows of equal size, each with a six-over-three configuration.

Bays five through seven make up the fagade’s central two-story hexagonal tower. This tower projects from the plane
of the screened porch to its left and the front doorway to its right. The tower contains six identical windows, one
located on each side of the tower on each of the two stories, in eight-over-four configurations. The peaked roof
contains gutters above stone block modillions at the eave line.

Bay eight contains the front entrance to the house within a narrow, two-story gable that is capped by stone
approximately two feet deep and six inches thick, forming a slight parapet. The second story of this bay contains an
eight-over-eight window within the plane that overhangs the first story. Stone block modillions are placed under this
overhang. The massive oak front door contains multiple panels; it is fronted by an oak-framed screen door. A flat
stone entry porch, reached by one small stone step, projects in front of this door. To the right of the door hangs an
ornate copper lamp from a bracket; below the lamp is a square copper doorbell plate.

Bay nine is slightly recessed from the plane of bay eight. The sloping edge of the hipped roof and a hipped dormer
projecting from the south side of the roof can be seen in the second story of this bay. Stone block modillions are
located below the gutters at the cornice in the middle of the second story. The roof projects on the south side of this
bay below the cornice line to the top of the first story. The first story of this bay contains two eight-paned casement
windows in the center of the bay and a downspout close to the south corner.

Bays ten and eleven recede from bay nine by approximately 15 feet and contain the two-story vaulted living room
within a gable-end extension. The two-story wing has the appearance of being one story, due to the second-story
slope of the roof. Below the copper gutter and stone block modillions at the eave line, two eight-over-eight windows
are located on the first story. Two rectangular basement windows are placed at ground level below these first-story
windows.

A stone terrace wall is constructed approximately 25 feet in front of the west fagade, extending from bay two through
bay nine. The walls of this terrace are approximately two feet thick and five feet tall, contain stone caps and appear
to be constructed of a different source of limestone than the house, but in a similar course. The main wall runs north
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to south and two shorter walls on either side run east to west. A set of seven to eight stone steps is located on the
northwest and southwest corners of this terrace, perpendicular to the main wall and leading to the driveway and the
lawn. This terrace appears in all historic photographs and is original to the date of construction.

South Facade _
The south fagade contains two irregular bays of unequal size. The two-story first bay consists of bay nine of the west
facade, but the parapeted gable of bay eight of the west fagade can also be seen rising above it. The first story of the
south facade’s first bay contains one pair of eight-paned casement windows and the basement level contains a
rectangular window located slightly to the east of the first story window. Above the stone block modillions and
gutter, a hipped dormer extends from the roof. This dormer contains red ceramic tiles on the walls, a ten-over-ten
window, a gutter and wood block modillions at the roofline.

The second bay extends south of the main body of the house and contains the two-story gable end of the house’s
vaulted living room. The gable peak contains a simple fascia and the copper gutters from the west and east fagades
wrap around the corners of this bay above the first story. A two-story leaded glass window with diamond panes
divided into nine panels is encased in this bay. The Wolcott crest is painted in the center top panel and the bottom
left and right panels can open as doors. A pieced stone lintel arch tops the window. To the right of this window a
copper lamp hangs from a bracket.

A small stone patio extends from the second bay on this fagade. This patio begins just to the left of the window and
extends to the far right side of the bay, projecting approximately 15 feet. The patio is irregularly shaped, curving to
the west and also enclosing a small fountain area on the south. Two stone steps lead to the patio on the west and one
step leads to it on the south; small stone ledges enclose the area.

North Facade

The north fagade consists of three bays—two within a gable-end wing and one that is part of the front screened porch.
Moving left to right, bays one and two are located within the gable, which is topped by simple fascia, the overlap of
the roof tiles and contains the wraparound of gutters from the east and west sides of the house at the top of the first
story. Bays one and two each contain a four-over-four window on the first story and a rectangular basement window
at ground level. Located in the peak of the gable between the two bays, a pair of casement windows—each with eight
panes—is located.

Bay three is part of the front screened porch and the story above it. The first story contains five stone steps with a
short wall on each side. These steps lead from the porch to a short stone walkway that leads to the driveway. An
entrance to the porch is placed within the first story of this bay and consists of a wood screened door between two
wood-framed screen panels. Beneath the gutter and stone block modillions, a retractable canvas awning is located.
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The second story of the bay contains a shed dormer facing north, extending from the hipped roof. This dormer
contains wood on the front, tiles on the side walls and wood block modillions placed below a gutter at its roofline.

East Facade

The east, or rear, fagade is the most irregular and therefore the most difficult to separate into clearly defined
individual bays. It can be divided into 11 irregular bays based on window and door placement of the first story. These
bays will be described from left to right.

Bays one and two comprise the two-story wing that encloses the house’s living room. Each bay contains one eight-
over-four window on the first story, topped by the stone block modillions and copper gutter at the cornice.
Downspouts are located to the right of each window and the second story of both bays contains the steep roof.
Between the two windows, the house’s three-story chimney is located. The chimney is all stone and quite plain. It
measures approximately 15 feet wide at the first story and slopes to approximately seven feet wide at the cornice and
is topped by two chimney caps. The slope of the chimney is covered with red roofing tiles.

Bays three through eight contain the three-story center of the house, consisting of a parallel gable that extends from
the ridge of hipped roof of the west facade. The peaks of the gable are located in bays four and seven, separated by
a flat roof between them. All of the woodwork on the windows of this fagade is painted cream and all, except French
doors, leaded windows and casement windows, contain storm/screen windows.

The slope for the south gable begins at bay three. This bay contains a pair of small, four-paned casement windows
on the first story. A rectangular leaded window with 30 small panes is place above the casement window between
the first and second floors, located at the interior mezzanine level that overlooks the vaulted living room.

Bay four contains a set of graduated rectangular leaded glass windows placed on the interior stairway. Each window
contains between 16 and 26 panes, with one wood muntin placed horizontally in the center of the window. The
longest window is located on the north and the shortest on the south, following the rise of the stairs. The peak of
the south gable 1s located between bays four and five. The peak of the gable contains a small ten-over-ten window
and simple fascia.

Bay five contains the entry portico for this fagade. Two stone piers on the East side and stone pilasters next to the
house support the one-story stone portico. The ceiling of the portico is plaster and a copper light fixture hangs from
the center of the ceiling. The second story of the portico contains a stone balustrade on three sides, approximately
18 inches deep. The house’s driveway abuts the portico and the floor consists of a stone patio that extends from bay
five through bay eight. The first story of this bay contains a pair of French doors above a stone threshold. Each door
consists of four panels of leaded beveled panes set in dark oak. This set of doors is fronted by a set of dark oak
screen doors. The second story of this bay, above the portico, contains a single wood door on the south, fronted by
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a modern screen/storm door. The north side of the portico balcony contains a one-story, shallow hipped extension
that houses a large circulation fan. The roof of this extension is clad in red roofing tiles with a gutter at the edge. The
third story of the fifth bay is the flat center of the fagade’s parallel gable, containing a gutter and stone block
modillions. A very small, rectangular four-over-four window is located on this third story, directly above the second-
story extension.

Bay six contains the service entry to the house, a single wood-paneled door on the first story with a small, diamond-
paned window in the upper portion of the door. A wood screen door divided into three vertical panels fronts this dark
oak door. A copper awning is located above the door, supported by an ornate copper bracket with "5701" worked
into it. A small copper light is located to the right of the door, between the bracket and the door. Directly above the
door is a large copper air vent between the first and second stories. At the third-story level, the flat roof between the
parallel gables extends to this bay, along with the gutter and stone modillions from the previous bay. A downspout
leaves the north portion of this area and angles to run alongside the stone portico in bay five.

Bay seven contains the north third-story peak of the parallel gable, with a small ten-over-ten window in the peak and
simple fascia in the gable. The south slope of this gable contains a simple stone chimney that rises above the gable
peak and contains one chimney cap. The bulk ofbays seven and eight are place slightly to the north of the gable peak;
each contains an eight-over-eight window on the second story. The first stories of bays seven and eight are located
under a slight overhang emphasized with stone modillions. Two sets of French doors are place on these bays; each
door contains 24 panes and is fronted by French screen door. Each set of doors contains a massive stone lintel,
measuring approximately 12 inches by four feet. A stone patio is accessed through these doors and a short stone wall
is placed between the patio and the driveway from bay six through eight.

The North slope of the parallel gable is shorter than the south slope, ending to just above the second story between
bays eight and nine. Bays nine through eleven consist of a two-story gable end wing with a gutter and stone
modillions (continued from bays seven and eight) at the first story cornice line. The first story of bay nine contains
a small four-over-four window. The first story of bay ten contains a larger four-over-four window. The first story
of bay eleven contains no window, but only a downspout. A shed dormer is located on the second story, extending
from bay nine to the center of bay ten. The placement of this dormer creates an interesting juncture between the gable
front of the east fagade, the back of the hipped roof of the west fagade and the gable end of the north fagade. The
dormer itself is stone with a gutter and stone block modillions at the cornice and a ten-over-ten window.

Garage

The two-story three-car garage, located southeast of the house, is set at an angle, reportedly to save one of the
original forest trees on the building site'. The structure was also built in 1928 and is of the same style and materials
asblock modillions matching those on the house. Windows set in the gable ends have stone lintels and sills. The



