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5.  Classification  
 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box.) 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 
 

    Contributing Noncontributing  
X private X building(s) 1  buildings 
 public - Local  district   sites 
 public - State  site   structures 
 public - Federal  structure   objects 
   object 1  Total 

 
 
  Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register 

  0 
                                             
6. Function or Use                                                                      

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

EDUCATION/School  VACANT/NOT IN USE 

   

   

   

   

   

   
 
   
7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 Materials  
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

LATE NINETEENTH AND EARLY TWENTIETH 

CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS  foundation: STONE/Limestone 

  walls: STONE/Limestone  

    

  roof: WOOD, METAL 

  other:  

    
 
 

X  
NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION ON CONTINUTATION PAGES 
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8. Statement of Significance 
 
 
Applicable National Register Criteria  
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National 
Register listing.) 
 

X A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history.  

 B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 
  

   

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics  
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  

   

 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history.  

   
Criteria Considerations  
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 
 

A 
 

 
Owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes.  

 
 

B 
 
removed from its original location. 

 
 

C 
 
a birthplace or grave. 

 
 

D 
 
a cemetery. 

 
 

E 
 
a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

 
 

F 
 
a commemorative property. 

 
 

G 
 
less than 50 years old or achieving significance 

  within the past 50 years. 

X  
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ON CONTINUATION PAGES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Areas of Significance  

EDUCATION 

ARCHITECTURE 

 

 

 

 
Period of Significance  

1887-1941 

 

 
Significant Dates 

1887 

 

 
Significant Person  
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 
N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

 

Architect/Builder 

J. D. Walters (architect) 

Rettiger and Norton (builder) 
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9.  Major Bibliographical References  
Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form.)      
Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data: 

 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been X State Historic Preservation Office 
 requested)   Other State agency 
 previously listed in the National Register  Federal agency 
 previously determined eligible by the National Register  Local government 
 designated a National Historic Landmark  University 
 recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________  Other 

 recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________   Name of repository:     
 recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________    
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): __017-1170-00006___________________________________________________ 
 

10.  Geographical Data                                                               
 
Acreage of Property  Approximately 9 acres 
 
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 
Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
 
1  38.366812   -96.545481   3   38.365046  -96.543365  
 Latitude:  Longitude:      Latitude: 

 
Longitude: 

2  38.366812  -96.543365  4   38.365046  -96.545481  
 Latitude: Longitude: 

 
    Latitude:  Longitude: 

 
Verbal Boundary Description (On continuation sheet) 
 
Boundary Justification (On continuation sheet) 
     
11. Form Prepared By  

name/title  Christy Davis 

organization Davis Preservation, LLC date  11/23/2020; 2/22/2021 

street & number  715 1st Street telephone  785-213-1369 

city or town   Cottonwood Falls state  KS zip code  66845 

e-mail christykdavis@gmail.com 

 
Additional Documentation 
 

Photographs 
Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels (minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 
300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number 
must correspond to the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of the photographer, photo date, etc. may 
be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on every photograph. 
 
Photo Log: 
 

Name of Property: Cottonwood Falls Grade School 

City or Vicinity: Cottonwood Falls 

mailto:christykdavis@gmail.com
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County: Chase State: 
 
Kansas 

Photographer: Christy Davis 
Date 
Photographed: November 6, 2020 

 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of camera: 
 
01 of 23:  Exterior, Historic Photo of 1904 Building, Looking southwest. 

 
02 of 23:  Exterior, Historic Photo of 1904 Building and 1915 Addition, Looking southwest. 

 
03 of 23:  Exterior, Overall view of 1904/19015 Building, looking northwest. 

 
04 of 23: Exterior, Overall view of North elevations 19014/1915/1963 Buildings and 1990s Addition, looking 

southwest. 
 

05 of 23:  Exterior, West (Rear) Elevation of 1904/1915 Building, showing 1963 entries and north elevation of  
  1990s ADA addition. 
 

06 of 23:  Exterior, East Elevation of 1990s ADA addition. 
 

07 of 23:  Exterior, Overall view of north and west elevations of 1963 gymnasium, looking southeast. 
 

08 of 23:  Exterior, Overall view of west elevation of 1963 gymnasium, looking east/northeast. 
 

09 of 23:  Exterior, Overall view of south elevations of 1904/1915 Building, 1963 gymnasium, and 1990s   
  kindergarten addition. 
 

10 of 23:  Exterior, South elevation of ADA addition connecting two buildings.  Kindergarten addition on corner. 
 

11 of 23:  Exterior, South elevation, looking northeast. 
 

12 of 23:  Exterior, South and east elevations, looking northwest. 
13 of 23: Interior, First Floor, looking west toward stair to second floor. 
 
14 of 23: Interior, First Floor, looking southwest from corridor to southwest classroom in 1904 building. 
 
15 of 23: Interior, First Floor, southeast classroom, looking southwest. 
 
16 of 23:  Interior, First Floor, overall view of southwest classroom. 
 
17 of 23: Interior, Second Floor classroom. 
 
18 of 23: Interior, Second Floor, Auditorium converted to library, looking southwest. 
 
19 of 23: Interior, Attic. 
 
20 of 23: Interior, 1990s ADA Addition, looking east from gym addition to original building. 
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21 of 23: Interior, 1963 Addition, Overall view of gymnasium, looking southwest. 
 
22 of 23: Interior, 1963 Addition, Cafeteria, looking northwest. 
 
23 of 23: Interior, 1963 Addition, Music Room, looking northwest. 
 
 

 Figure  Log: 
 Include figures on continuation pages at the end of the nomination. 
  
 Figure 1: 1904 photograph.  Showing cupola. 
 
 Figure 2: 1915 Photograph. Notice multi-pane windows in hipped dormers. 
 
 Figure 3: Sanborn Map, 1912. Showing original floorplan of 1904 building. 
 
 Figure 4: 1971 view of west elevation, showing original walkways connecting original building to the  
   1963 addition. 
 
 Figure 5: 1971 view of east elevation. 
 
 Figure 6: Aerial Map with Property Boundaries. 
 
 Figure 7: Photo Log, Exterior. 
 
 Figure 8: Photo Log, First Floor, 1904/1915 Building. 
 
 Figure 9: Photo Log, Second Floor, 1904/1915 Building. 
 
 Figure 10: Photo Log, 1963 Gymnasium. 
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Physical Description 

Summary 
 
The Cottonwood Falls Grade School served as an elementary school for the town of Cottonwood Falls 
(population 900) for more than a century, from 1904-2010.  The original building, completed in 1904, 
was an L-shaped massive limestone structure on the south side of the building.  In 1915, an L-shaped 
addition was added to the north.  In 1963, a large addition was built on the west for a 
gymnasium/auditorium, concessions area, cafeteria/kitchen, restrooms, classroom, and music room.  
The 1963 addition was connected to the original building via two covered walkways.  In the 1990s, an 
elevator was added to the 1915 part of the building. A small addition was added to the building’s west 
end to provide ADA accessibility to the original building and the 1963 gymnasium addition, and a new 
kindergarten room. 
 
Integrity 
 
The building and site retain a high degree of architectural and physical integrity.   
 
The 1904/1915 Building retains its historic footprint.  Historic exterior materials include coursed 
limestone and original wood doors and double-hung windows on the first and second floors; attic 
dormer windows are non-historic replacements.  The interior of the 1904/1915 Building retains much of 
its historic floorplan and finishes.  The first floor is divided into five principal spaces that historically 
served as classrooms and offices, with an office being divided in the 1990s to accommodate an elevator 
shaft.  The second floor is divided into five principal spaces, including three large classrooms, a divided 
office area with an elevator shaft, and an auditorium, which was converted into a library in the 1960s. 
 
Historic interior materials include hardwood floors; wood trim to include baseboards, stair railing, 
picture rails, blackboard frames, wainscotting, and window and door trim; blackboards; and plaster 
walls.  In classrooms, original ceilings have been concealed by suspended acoustical tile ceilings, and 
parts of hardwood floors have been covered with carpet. 
 
The 1963 Gymnasium Building also retains its original footprint, with the exception that it was 
connected to the 1904/1915 Building in the 1990s as part of an ADA project.  Historic exterior materials 
include coursed blond brick, steel multi-pane, and horizontal-muntin windows.  The interior of the 1963 
Building features painted CMU walls with geometric patterns in the gymnasium, exposed roof trusses, 
industrial light fixtures, and wood gym floor.  Floors in offices and classrooms in the 1963 addition are 
carpeted.   
 
1904/1915 Building - Exterior 
 
Front (East) Elevation 
 
First (South) and Third (North) Bays - The generally symmetrical front elevation is divided into three 
bays.  The first and third bays are identical, each with four small basement windows with continuous 



NPS Form 10-900                                                                         OMB No. 1024-001 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
 
National Register of Historic Places               
Continuation Sheet 
 
Section number   7       Page      8                                             

 
 

8 
 

Cottonwood Falls Grade School 
Name of Property 
Chase County, Kansas 
County and State 
Historic Public Schools of Kansas  
Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

stone sill capping the water table.  Above the basement windows are four first-floor windows.  These are 
double-hung wood sash windows with stone lintels separating them from fixed-in-placed transom 
windows (now covered over with plywood).  Above the first-floor windows are four second-floor 
windows, identical to those on the first floor. 
 
Entry (Center) Bay - The building’s main entrance is accentuated by a recessed center bay with one-story 
portico.  The portico is two bays wide, with three stone piers supporting a shed roof covered with 
standing seam metal roofing.  On the south side of the portico, there are six concrete stairs leading to 
the portico and onto the building’s main first-floor entrance – two anodized aluminum double entry 
doors topped by a transom on the recessed wall plane.  The north side of the portico features stone with 
three vertical slit windows at the basement level and a stone portico railing.  On the north side of the 
centered bay, at the recessed wall plane, is a window opening infilled with stone.  This indicates the 
location of the elevator on the building’s interior.  To the right of the infilled window, on the south wall 
of the third bay, is a historic five-paneled wood door with a transom.  On the second floor of the 
recessed bay, there are two windows above the double entry door and one enclosed window above the 
first-floor enclosed window.   
 
Roof – The roof of the 1904/1915 building is hipped with lower cross hips.  A hipped dormer with double 
windows penetrates the roof at the first and third bays.  There are two hipped dormers with double 
windows in the center bay.  Originally, the roof was topped with a belfry.  This was removed at the time 
of the 1915 addition.  The original dormer windows were double-hung, with diamond-shaped muntins in 
the upper sashes.  Although there are presently double-hung windows in the dormers, the original 
detailed sashes are no longer extant. 
 
Side (North) Elevation 
 
Like the front elevation, the north elevation is generally symmetrical.  There are seven stacked window 
bays on the north elevation.  At the basement level, there are three small windows on the east end, 
followed by three door-sized openings and a final small window on the west end.  These are all topped 
by a continuous stone lintel at the water table.  The doors are accessed via a concrete ramp that 
descends from grade to the basement floor level.  This ramp, and at least one door opening, appear to 
be extant in a 1915 photograph.  Historically, there were also seven window openings on the second 
floor as well.  Today, there are still seven masonry openings.  However, two of them (the third and 
fourth) have been expanded to doors, which provide egress from the third floor to the ground via a 
landing and two metal stairs with pipe railing.  These stairs likely date to improvements made during the 
New Deal era.  Like those on the front elevation, the transoms are infilled with plywood.  The hipped 
roof is pierced by a hipped dormer with two windows. 
 
Rear (West) Elevation 
 
Unlike the front and side elevations, there is no dormer on the rear elevation.  The windows are stacked 
– but not symmetrically or evenly spaced.  There are no basement windows.  Historically, there were ten 
windows on each of the two floors.  When the gymnasium addition was added in 1963, two brick stair 
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enclosures were added to connect the main building with the addition.  The first of these, on the north 
end, now terminates in a pair of anodized aluminum doors with a transom.  The second of these was 
expanded as part of the 1990s ADA modifications. 
 
Side (South) Elevation 
 
The south elevation resembles the north elevation.  There are seven stacked window bays.  Most of the 
windows match those on other elevations in size and configuration.  However, the windows in the 
center bay are narrower – approximately 1/3 of the width of the others.  On the second floor, the 
narrow window is flanked on each side by a door that opens to a metal landing with egress stairs on the 
east and west.  There are two visible window openings at the basement level.  A small wood addition 
with a shed roof provides covered access to the basement.  Unlike the front and north elevations, this 
side has no roof dormers. 
 
1904/1915 Building – Interior 
 
Basement 
 
The basement, which is accessible via a stair beneath the stair between the first floor and landing 
between the first and second floors, was historically used for a boiler room, lunchroom, and restrooms.  
This space has a low level of architectural finish and lacks character-defining features. 
 
First Floor – 1904 Building 
 
Foyer - The main entry on the east elevation opens to a large foyer/corridor.  Canted openings with 
transomed doors, open to three classrooms on the southeast, southwest, and northwest corners of this 
part of the building (1904).  North of the entrance is a door leading to an office.  West of the office door 
is a stair leading to the second floor.   
 
Southeast Classroom - The southeast classroom is accessible from the foyer via a six-panel wood door 
with a transom facing northwest.  It has a bank of base cabinets, a strip of chalkboard trim, and a picture 
rail along its north wall.  The east wall of this classroom has wainscotting, a wall-mounted heating unit, 
and bookshelf on the lower wall (under the windowsills).  A picture rail is interrupted by four windows.  
The transoms and related trim are concealed by a suspended acoustical tile ceiling.  The wainscotting 
and picture rail continue around the south and west walls.  The south wall has three window openings.  
The west wall retains its original blackboard.  A five-paneled wood door on the south end of the west 
wall opens to a combination coat room/corridor that runs between the southeast and southwest 
classrooms.  Floors in this room are partially covered in carpet. 
 
Southwest Classroom – The southwest classroom is accessible from the foyer via a six-panel wood door 
with a transom facing northwest.  The tops of the original window and door trim are concealed by a 
suspended acoustical tile ceiling.  The east wall features wainscotting, blackboard and picture rail.  The 
south wall has wainscotting with bookshelves at the base and a picture rail in the area between three 
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windows.  A corner bookshelf wraps from the south to west walls.  The west wall has base cabinets that 
stretch halfway along the wall.  North of the cabinets is a heating register and exposed wainscotting.  
There are three windows on this wall, as well as a picture rail.  The north wall has a door that opens to a 
coatroom/corridor that runs east/west between the southwest and northwest classrooms.  The wall has 
wainscotting, blackboard, and picture rail.  A sink cabinet occupies part of the angled wall that houses 
the main entry to this classroom.  Floors in this room are partially covered with carpet. 
 
Northwest Classroom – The northwest classroom is accessible from the foyer via a six-panel wood door 
with a transom facing southeast.  A sink cabinet and open shelving run along the base of the south wall.  
Above are a bulletin board and picture rail.  The west wall has a wainscotting base with two registers, 
four window openings with shelves between each pair, and a small closet at the northeast corner.  On 
the north wall, there are wainscotting and base cabinets with bookshelves above, a chalkboard that 
spans part of the room’s width, and a picture rail.  The east wall has a door on its north end that opens 
to the corridor, wainscotting at the base, a chalkboard/bulletin board, and a picture rail.  As in the other 
classrooms described above, the ceiling is suspended acoustical tile.  Floors in this room are partially 
covered with carpet.  The east/west corridor north of this classroom has an exit that opens to a corridor 
that connects the 1904 school building to the 1962 addition. 
 
Office – A five-panel door on the east end of the foyer’s north wall opens to a room that was historically 
used as an office.  The north end of this space was captured in the 1990s for the Elevator tower on the 
northeast corner of this space, and the elevator lobby on the northwest corner. 
 
Second Floor – 1904 Building 
 
An east-west stair rises from the northeast corner of the foyer to the second floor.  The stair reaches a 
landing in the northwest corner of the foyer.  From the landing, there is a stair that rises north to south 
into the second floor of the 1904 Building and south to north into the second floor of the 1915 Building.  
Like the first floor, the second floor of the 1904 Building was designed to house three classrooms – on 
the southeast, southwest, and northwest.  Like those on the first floor, these classrooms have 
suspended acoustical tile ceilings and floors that are partially covered with carpet. 
 
Southeast Classroom – The southeast classroom is accessible from the foyer via a door that faces 
northwest.  The north wall has wainscotting, a blackboard, and a picture rail.  The east wall has 
wainscoting and heating register at the base, four window openings, a picture rail, and a small bookshelf 
between the third and fourth windows.  The south wall has a bookshelf on the east end, base cabinets, 
and an exit door on the west end.  The west wall has a door on its south end that opens to the corridor 
between the southeast and southwest classrooms.  The remainder of the wall has wainscotting, 
blackboard, and picture rail.  
 
Southwest Classroom – The southwest classroom is accessible from the foyer via a door that faces 
northeast.  The east wall of the southwest classroom has a wainscotting base, blackboard, and picture 
rail.  The south wall has wainscotting with a heating register, four window openings, and a picture rail.  
The west wall has base cabinets and wainscotting, a built-in bookcase on its south end, two window 
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openings and an exit door on its north end.  The north wall has a five-panel door that opens to the coat 
closet/corridor between this room and the northwest classroom.  There is a wainscotting base below 
the blackboard and picture rail. 
 
Northwest Classroom – The northwest classroom is accessible from the foyer via a five-panel door that 
faces southeast.  The south wall has wainscotting, a blackboard, and a picture rail.  On the west end of 
the south wall is a door that opens to the coat closet/corridor between the southwest and northwest 
classrooms.  The west wall has wainscotting with a heating register, four window openings, and a 
picture rail.  The north wall has a bookshelf on its west end.  A small door, just east of this bookshelf, 
historically provided access to the stage in the auditorium north of this classroom (in the 1915 addition).  
This opening has been partially enclosed to create a bookshelf that opens to the south.  There is 
wainscotting at the base and a picture rail above.  A door on the east end of the wall historically 
provided access to the auditorium to the north (in the 1915 addition).  This has been enclosed on the 
north side to create a bookshelf that opens to the south.  East of this door are base cabinets with a 
bookshelf above.  On the north end of the east wall is a door that opens to the northeast foyer.  This 
wall has a wainscotting base, marker board at historic blackboard location, and picture rail above. 
 
Northeast Corner – The northeast corner historically housed an office.  Today, there is an elevator in the 
northeast corner, an elevator lobby west of the elevator, and a small office south of the elevator.  On 
the west wall of the north/south corridor that connects the elevator lobby with the foyer, there is a door 
that leads to the attic stair. 
 
First Floor – 1915 Addition 
 
The 1915 addition was designed to create two classrooms on the first floor and an auditorium on the 
second floor.  In 1939 (we believe), the auditorium space was subdivided to create two new classrooms 
and offices.  When the 1963 addition created a new gym, auditorium, and additional classrooms, the 
historic auditorium was converted to a library. 
 
Northwest Classroom – This classroom is accessible via a door that opens east into the north corridor.  
The south wall has bookshelves enclosed with sliding doors, wainscotting, and base cabinets.  On the 
south end of the west wall is a door that opens to the covered walkway that extends west toward the 
1962 addition.  The east wall has wainscotting, chalkboard, and picture rail.  On the north end of the 
east wall is an enclosed doorway that historically opened to the north end of the north corridor. 
 
Northeast Classroom – Directly east across the hall from the door that opens to the northwest 
classroom is a door that opens to the northeast classroom.  The south wall of this classroom a door that 
exits onto the north end of the portico and an enclosed door that historically opened to the corridor in 
the 1904 building.  The west wall has wainscotting, an eraser board, and a picture rail.  The north wall 
has base cabinets, a heating register, two windows, and a picture rail.  On the north end of the west wall 
is a doorway that historically opened to the corridor between the northwest and northeast classrooms.  
This doorway was modified, and space was captured for a small restroom.  The east wall has 
wainscotting, a heating register, base cabinets, four windows, and a picture rail. 
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Second Floor – 1915 Addition 
 
The second floor of the 1915 addition was built to house an auditorium.  The space was later converted 
to a library and, later, a media center.  Many of the modifications (reversible) to this space appear to 
date to 1963, when the auditorium addition created an opportunity to create a library in this space.  The 
west end of the space historically housed the stage, but was recaptured for use as offices.  Although the 
proscenium has been infilled, the proscenium opening trim is still intact and remains above the 
suspended acoustical tile ceiling.  The stage front was covered with paneling.  A book drop and checkout 
area now occupy the southwest corner of the auditorium.  On the north wall, east of the stage, there are 
six masonry openings.  The third was expanded from a window to a door.  Between these openings and 
between the four windows on the east wall are bookshelves.  Bookshelves also stretch along the east 
end of the south wall. 
 
Attic 
 
The attic, accessible via a stair on the west wall of the elevator lobby, is a large space that has 
historically been used only for storage. 
 
Gymnasium Building (1963)  
 
Exterior 
 
The Gymnasium Building, which lies west of the 1904/1915 school building, is a blond brick Modern 
rectangular building.  The principal mass, which houses the gym/auditorium, has a shallow gabled roof 
that runs east/west.  A flat-roofed north mass houses a cafeteria, kitchen, and music classroom. 
 
East Elevation – The east elevation is mostly concealed by a 1990s ADA addition.  From a distance, the 
upper façade/gable is visible.  It is blond brick with three vertical stripes in lighter blond brick. 
  
North Elevation – The north elevation is five bays wide.  The first bay houses a nine-part aluminum 
window with a stone sill.  The second bay has a door and six-part window.  The third bay has two 
additional door openings.  The fourth and fifth bays each have nine-part aluminum windows with stone 
sills. 
 
West Elevation – The west elevation reveals the overall shape of the building – with its one-story north-
projecting classroom wing, shallow-gabled gymnasium mass, and recessed south-projecting classroom 
wing.  There are no window openings on the west elevation of the classroom wing.  The gymnasium mas 
has an exposed formed concrete foundation.  It has only one window opening and a small opening for a 
window air conditioning unit.  The basement of the gymnasium is accessible via a stair that runs west to 
east to a basement slab door.  The west elevation of the south-projecting classroom wing has a double 
door on its north end. 
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South Elevation – There are six window openings on the south elevation – four single aluminum 
windows and two double windows, all with horizontal muntins.  East of the south elevation of the gym 
building, on the same plane, is the south elevation of the 1990s ADA addition. 
 
Interior 
 
Floor Plan – The Gymnasium Addition is divided into three principal spaces, with the gym and 
auditorium in the center flanked on the north and south by one-story classroom bays.  The auditorium 
stage is on the west end of the gym.  The one-story north bay houses a cafeteria, kitchen, and vocal 
music room.  The one-story south bay houses storage space, two classrooms, and an office.  The 
cafeteria and classrooms on the south side of the building all have suspended acoustical tile ceilings.  
The music room and gymnasium have open ceiling trusses.  The gym has a combination of fluorescent 
and halogen lighting.  Wall finishes throughout are painted concrete block. 
 
Gym - The gym is accessible via two pairs of wood slab doors on the west side of a foyer.  They are the 
only openings on the gym’s east wall.  The south wall is uninterrupted, excepting door openings on the 
east and west ends.  The stage dominates the west end of the space.  There are six pairs of storage 
cabinet doors under the stage.  The stage is flanked on each side by single doors.  The walls on either 
side of the stage have geometric patterns in the concrete block and vents above the doors.  The doors 
flanking the stage, open to landings for stairs that rise to the stage and stairs that access the basement. 
 
South Classroom Bay – The south classroom bay is accessible via the two doors on the south wall of the 
gym.  The classrooms have acoustical tile ceilings and carpeted floors.  The room on the east end of the 
south classroom bay, built as part of the 1990s ADA addition, houses a kindergarten classroom. 
 
The north bay houses a vocal music room on its west end, kitchen in the center, and cafeteria on the 
east.  The music room is accessible via stairs that descend from the west end of the gym’s north wall.  
The music room has square tile flooring and exposed concrete block walls.  The ceiling trusses are 
exposed above a suspended ceiling grid that holds fluorescent lighting.  Cabinets and blackboards are no 
longer extant.  The cafeteria is accessible via stairs that descend from a landing off the door opening on 
the east end of the north gym wall.  Extending west from the landing is a ramp that provides ADA access 
to the cafeteria.  The floors are square tiles.  Walls are exposed concrete block, and ceilings are 
suspended acoustical tile.  There are three openings in the west wall of the cafeteria – a double door on 
the left (south), a single door in the middle, and a service window on the right (north). 
 
ADA Addition (ca. 1990s) 
 
In 1963, the stone school building was connected to the 1963 gymnasium via two covered openings.  
These were designed to allow buses to run between the two buildings under covered walkways.  In the 
1990s, a blond brick and limestone addition was added to provide ADA accessibility.  The addition 
created a new ADA-accessible entrance bay with a hipped roof on its northeast corner.  The entrance 
bay has an aluminum storefront on its east end and double entry doors surrounded by an aluminum 
storefront on the north.  West of the entry bay are two offices.  Extended southward from the entry bay 
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is an enclosed ramp that leads to the floor level of the 1904/1915 building.  This enclosed ramp has five 
windows on its east side and three windows on the north end of a ramp that runs east to west.  The ADA 
addition extends southward to the wall plane of the 1963 south bay.  This part of the addition houses a 
kindergarten classroom, accessible from the exterior via a side-lighted door on the east end of the south 
wall.  The east wall of the kindergarten classroom has a six-part window.  This wall terminates on the 
north into the enclosed ramp.  The ramp has a door on its east end and three windows on its west side. 
 
Historic finishes and details abound on the second floor.  These include plaster walls and ceilings, wood 
door and window trim, original stair rail, corrugated wood wainscoting and chair rail along the east wall 
of the corridor, and hardwood floors.  Some ceilings have non-original gyp board at the original ceiling 
height.  
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Statement of Significance 
 
Summary 
 
The Cottonwood Falls Grade School is an example of a Town Graded School property type in the 
Multiple Property Documentation Form Historic Public Schools of Kansas.  Below are MPDF excerpts that 
relate to Cottonwood Falls Grade School: 
 
 The graded school emerged in towns across Kansas after 1900.  One of the most significant 
 factors in the evolution of city schools was the standardization movement that emerged from 
 the Progressive Era.  The Progressive Era is recognized for the advancements in standardization 
 of text books and teacher qualification.  The development of specialized curriculum had a 
 significant impact on the design of school buildings.  A distinction between city and town grade 
 schools was not only the number of schools in a single community, but the degree of specialized 
 spaces within the graded (or grade) school.  City grade schools were typically one- or two-story 
 masonry structures.  They tended to have more customized spaces than town schools, often 
 with at least a gymnasium and  sometimes both a gymnasium and auditorium … Expansions in 
 curriculum led to the emergence of the junior high school and the kindergarten. 
 
Properties eligible for National Register listing under the MPDF “are significant under Criterion A and C 
in the areas of education and/or architecture.”  Below is an annotated list of the MPDF’s registration 
requirements that apply to the Cottonwood Falls Grade School: 
 
 The threshold requirement for National Register listing under this multiple property nomination 
 is that structures must have been constructed as a public school or education-related structure 
 for a public school in the state of Kansas.   
 
 Side and rear additions are acceptable modifications.  The addition or expansion of town and 
 city schools is acceptable when located on a secondary  elevation. 
 The main addition to the 1904/1915 Building is the 1963 gym addition.  This addition falls within 
 the building’s Period of Significance.  Although the ca. 1990s ADA addition post-dates the 
 building’s Period of Significance, it is compatible with the historic building and does not affect 
 the building’s integrity to a degree that would affect its eligibility. 
 
 Contemporary replacement materials are acceptable as long as the roof retains the original 
 form. 
 The roof forms have not changed significantly.  However, the roof was replaced in the 1990s with 
 standing seam metal roofing.  This is an acceptable replacement. 
 
 The installation of replacement doors and windows is the single, most common alteration. 
 The building retains its historic wood windows and many doors.  Although many of the doors 
 and the dormer windows have been replaced, these alterations are common and don’t impact 
 the building’s eligibility. 
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 Contemporary finishes and fixtures are generally acceptable as long as they do not destroy 
 significant historic finishes … installation of carpeting or vinyl tile is considered a reversible 
 treatment and therefore, acceptable.  Suspended ceilings are an acceptable treatment. 
 The building’s historic materials – like hardwood floors, window and door trim, etc. – are 
 significantly intact.  Unfortunately, some of these materials are covered with non-historic 
 materials such as carpeting and suspended acoustical tile ceilings.  These changes are reversible 
 and acceptable under the registration requirements. 
 
A Brief History of Early Cottonwood Falls 
 
Chase County was carved out of parts of Wise (now Morris) and Butler Counties in 1859, the same year a 
group of Kansas abolitionists chartered the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railway (ATSF).  Samuel N. 
Wood – who was a town founder, abolitionist, and ATSF Director - named the new county after 
trailblazing Republican activist Senator Salmon P. Chase.  By 1862, the year voters designated 
Cottonwood Falls as county seat, Chase County had a population of 1000.1 
 
A decade later, Cottonwood Falls was still by far the county’s largest town, boasting approximately 25% 
of the county’s 2000 citizens.  Despite this, Cottonwood Falls was forced to affirm its county-seat status 
in 1871 when the ATSF bypassed it, opting instead to establish a rail station north of the Cottonwood 
River, in a place that would later be named Strong City.  Before this paper town could gain a stronghold, 
Chase County citizens voted to approve bonds for the construction of a monumental Second Empire 
Style courthouse in Cottonwood Falls.2 
 
Ironically, the construction of the new courthouse created economic stability for the rival town of Strong 
City as a stone industry powerhouse.  Between 1870 and 1880, the county’s population tripled from 
1975 to 6081, with 923 living in Cottonwood Falls and 1350 in Strong City.3  In his 1883 history of the 
state, Cutler remarked that "Cottonwood station, now Strong [City], is the objective railroad point in the 
county and Strong is a prosperous and rapidly growing city.  In all directions around it are inexhaustible 
quarries of the best of building stone. Here are [the] establishments that furnish employment to 
hundreds of men."4 
 
Just as the railroad made possible the county’s burgeoning stone industry, it also drove regional 
agricultural trends.  The rich grasslands of the Flint Hills are a cultural landscape – shaped by native 
peoples over millennia into grazing lands for bison.  Although the grasses were rich in this virgin prairie, 
they were not well suited for European-style farming.  Unable to sell small tracts of rocky Flint Hills soil 
to the farmers who made up 90% of the state’s early population, the ATSF marketed large tracts of 
Chase County tallgrass prairie to corporate cattle ranchers.  One of these large-scale ranchers, Stephen 
                         
1 Chase County historical sketches, Cottonwood Falls, Kan.: Chase County Historical Society, 1940.  US Census, 
1860. 
2 US Census, 1870.  Sketches. 
3 US Census, 1880. 
4 William G. Cutler, Editor, History of the State of Kansas, Chicago:  A. T. Andreas, 1883. 
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F. Jones, commissioned stone contractor David Rettiger to build his Spring Hill Farm and Stock Ranch, 
now Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve (NHL).  To this day, large ranches, many with absentee 
landowners and local multi-generational, ranch managers dominate the Chase County landscape.5 
 
A grasshopper plague in the 1870s left many of the county’s farmers destitute; and fires in the early 
1880s destroyed many downtown buildings.  Like many Kansas towns Cottonwood Falls experienced a 
re-birth in the mid-1880s.  In 1886, a horse-drawn streetcar line established regular service between 
Cottonwood Falls and Strong City.  But in the late 1880s and 1890s, the region had suffered another 
round of blizzards, droughts, and downturns.6 
 
The Cottonwood Falls Grade School was a symbol for a wave of Progressive-Era prosperity in the first 
two decades of the twentieth century.  In 1900, Cottonwood Falls boasted a population of 842 – and the 
town was about to embark on a great number of modern improvements, as routinely touted in the local 
newspapers: 
 
 Cottonwood Falls is certainly taking onto herself such a boom as she never before experienced – 
 new business buildings going up, site purchased for a new school house, new fire engine, 
 proposed electric lights, flouring mills, gasoline street cars, and now that latest is an opera 
 house.  By an act of the legislature of last winter Cottonwood Falls was authorized to vote not 
 exceeding $8,000 in bonds with which to construct a public building.7   
 
 Every citizen can point with pride to our new city school building … This building is built of Chase 
 county stone, the work done by local workmen and patronized by the patrons of the town in a 
 manner that speaks much about the future of our town, county and state … A complete heating 
 plant has been put into the County High School building, the Auditorium seated with opera 
 chairs and an appropriation made for fitting up a gymnasium … The W. G. Smith Electric Light 
 Company are busy stringing wires for the new light plant which will be in operation by the first 
 of October … Mention should also be made of the new power house in course of construction 
 for the electric light plant … 8 
  
Cottonwood Falls Grade School (1904/1915/1963) 
 
In 1903, the Kansas Legislature authorized The Cottonwood Falls School district to issue $8000 in bonds 
for the construction of a new grade school.  On September 17, 1903, the Chase County Leader 
announced that the “school board has some plans and specifications for the new school building.”  
When project estimates came in at $10,000, the community was forced to call an election to issue more 

                         
5 Deon Wolfenbarger, “Spring Hill Ranch,” National Historic Landmark Form, (Washington DC:  U. S. Department of 
the Interior, National Park Service, 1996). 
6 Kansas State Historical Society, Kansas Preservation Plan:  Study unit on the period of rural/agricultural 
dominance, 1865-1900, Topeka, 1984. 
7   Cottonwood Falls News-Courant, 24 December 1903. 
8 The Courant (Cottonwood Falls), 20 July 1905. 
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bonds than original planned.  Despite the additional expense, the community showed overwhelming 
support at the polls, with 346 voting in favor of the bond issue and only 2 voting against.9 
 
With the funds seemingly secured, the community turned its focus toward selecting a site for the new 
building.  According to the Chase County Leader, “More than 200 voters [25% of the town’s population] 
attended the school board meeting about the site” on November 24, 1903.  With a vote of 109 to 19, 
citizens chose a “beautiful knoll” offered by Sanders and Howard, “exactly in the center of Cottonwood 
Falls proper, and is high enough so that a school building can be plainly seen from all parts of town and a 
great addition to its general appearance.”10 
 
Soon after the site was selected, the school board advertised for bids.  But when the bids were opened 
on February 15, 1904, “the lowest bid was considerable above the $10,000 voted for building purposes.”  
The school board was forced to regroup.  On February 18, the Chase County Leader advocated for more 
funds:  “We believe the people would rather add a few thousand dollars to the amount to be used, than 
suffer any material change to the detriment of the building.” 11  In March, buoyed by the “universal 
demand of the people of the district,” the board accepted the bid from local stone contractors Rettiger 
and Norton for $12,975.  They moved forward on faith that “The people at their Annual meeting in June 
will provide for raising the necessary balance to pay for it.” 12   
 
With months of fiscal delays leaving only five months to complete the work, Rettiger and Norton began 
site excavation as soon as the contract was signed.  “Work on the building will begin immediately,” 
announced The Courant, “and will be pushed until the building is completed.”13  Architect J. D. Walters 
came to inspect the work in late April; and by early June, Rettiger and Norton had completed the first-
floor stonework.  In late June, the community voted to bridge the funding gap by raising the mill levy to 
20 mills:  “It will take only about 8 mills to run the school and the remainder will be used to pay the 
difference between the amount the bonds brought and the cost of the new school building.”14 
 
Although the financial challenges were finally resolved, early contract delays and ongoing public 
controversies (some petty) continued to plague the project.  In July, The News Courant chided the 
district for constructing a building with only one exit.  “We believe there is a law compelling at least two 
exits to every public building with doors swinging outward.  And that is not too many.  We should not 
invite any Iroquois theater affair.”15  When their concerns were not addressed by September, the paper 
conceded that they understood “the law does not require but one entrance,” but argued that “it does 
seem that in a building as large as this one there be two exits.  It is not too late, yet to have a door put 
in, in the west side.”16 
 
                         
9 The Courant (Cottonwood Falls), 12 November 1903. 
10 The Courant (Cottonwood Falls), 19 November 1903; Chase County Leader, 26 November 1903. 
11 Chase County Leader, 18 February 1904. 
12 Chase County Leader, 10 March 1904. 
13 The Courant, 10 March 1904. 
14 Chase County Leader, 30 June 1904. 
15 News-Courant (Cottonwood Falls), 7 July 1904.  This was a reference to a fire at the Iroquois Theater in Chicago 
on Dec 30, 1903, the deadliest single building fire in US history, resulting in at least 602 deaths.   
16 News-Courant (Cottonwood Falls), 8 September 1904. 



NPS Form 10-900                                                                         OMB No. 1024-001 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
 
National Register of Historic Places               
Continuation Sheet 
 
Section number   8       Page      19                                             

 
 

19 
 

Cottonwood Falls Grade School 
Name of Property 
Chase County, Kansas 
County and State 
Historic Public Schools of Kansas  
Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

A less pressing point of contention was the belfry.  The building was designed to incorporate a wood-
framed cupola/belfry that would “put Old Glory ‘way yonder’ higher than it has ever been In this 
town.”17  As work progressed, the News-Courant lauded the building as a “credit to our town … But the 
belfry is not worth bragging about; it spoils the appearance of an otherwise fine-looking building.”  The 
local contractors deflected blame for the much-aligned feature to the out-of-town architect J. D. 
Walters, who designed a similar cupola for KSU’s Fairchild Hall.18  No one appeared to mourn its loss as 
part of the building’s 1915 expansion. 
 
As the 1904 school year approached, Rettiger and Norton admitted the obvious:  “It is likely the new 
school house will not be completed in time to begin school September 5th.”  Instead of criticizing the 
sluggish bidding process, they blamed summer rains and material shipment delays.  On August 11, they 
predicted that “the building [would] be finished in time for “school to begin Sept. 12.”  By the time the 
school finally opened on Monday September 26, there was little time for public fanfare.  With no formal 
opening, the public had to rely on a description in the local news: 
 
 The new building is roomy, well lighted and well ventilated.  All the rooms are so seated that the 
 light comes from the rear and left.  The building is equipped with steam heat which will save a 
 great deal of annoyance, time and dirt in the school room.  The people and pupils of school 
 district No. 6 are to be congratulated on their new school building.19   
 
By the time of the new building’s completion, the district had nearly outgrown it.  On opening day, 238 
students crowded into its six classrooms.20  Between 1900 and 1915, the population of Cottonwood Falls 
grew by nearly 10%, from 842 to 921 and the grade school had “become so small as to hamper teachers 
and pupils.”  At its annual school meeting in April 1915, participants decided “to build a large addition 
on to the school house.”21  After announcing plans for a bond election on May 29, the school board – 
John Bell, WW Austin, and WF Rockwood – worked to cement public support:  “… the school board wish 
to make the following statement:  That if an addition is not built to the schoolhouse this fall we will have 
to provide an extra room elsewhere which would be almost impossible and very unsatisfactory.”22  
Voters overwhelming supported a $12,000 bond issue for the addition – with a vote of 171 to 10.23 
 
Once again, the district and contractors struggled to meet their own (heavily publicized and unrealistic) 
timeline.  In early June 1915, the school board posted a rendering of the proposed addition in the 
window at the Exchange National Bank Building.  The 60’ X 35’ addition would nearly double the size of 
the building, creating two new large classrooms on the first floor and a large 325-seat auditorium on the 
second.  “The school board say when completed, the building will easily accommodate 450 pupils which 
at the present increase in the school population of the district will give plenty of room for years to 

                         
17 News-Courant (Cottonwood Falls), 4 August 1904. 
18 News-Courant (Cottonwood Falls), 8 September 1904. 
19 Chase County Leader, 29 September 1904. 
20 Ibid. 
21 Chase County Leader, 15 April 1915. 
22 Chase County Leader, 27 May 1915. 
23 Chase County Leader, 3 June 1915. 
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come.”24  In early June, the newspaper shared that “work on it will be started at once in order that it 
may be completed and ready for use by the time school opens next fall.”  But they didn’t award the 
contract -to Rettiger and Norton, the firm that built the original building – until late June.  Failure to 
meet another ambitious deadline forced the district to find other space for the fall 1915 semester.  The 
first, second, and third graders would meet in the nearby Presbyterian Church until after Christmas.25  
As the addition neared completion, however, the community took pride in it.  “Cottonwood Falls city 
school building is one of the best built, and for the size of the town, is doubtless one of the most 
commodious in the state.”  In fact, the sound and commodious building served the community’s 
students for another century. 
 
As promised, the expanded building gave the district “plenty of room for years to come.”  In 1920, the 
county’s population reached its all-time high and the population of Cottonwood Falls topped 1000 for 
the first time.26  But after a 16% jump between 1910 and 1920, the population dipped to 963 in 1930, 
bumped to 1078 in 1940, fell back to 957 in 1950, and remained steady for the next few decades.27  
Besides a new roof and heating plant funded through emergency warrants in 1939, there were no 
significant changes for decades.28 
 
But the post-war period brought unprecedented changes to the state’s rural school districts.  As Kansas 
was settled, every community established not only its own grade and high schools – but also its own 
school district.  By the late 1950s, 2800 separate school districts dotted the state’s 105 counties.  In 
Chase County alone, there were six different school districts maintaining nine grade schools and six high 
schools.29  A number of trends - farming mechanization, industrialization, enhanced infrastructure, 
World War II, and the GI Bill – drew people to larger towns, like Cottonwood Falls, and cities.  
Cottonwood Falls’ population remained relatively stable between 1920 and 1960; but the rural 
landscape around it was changing rapidly.  The population of Chase County peaked in 1900 at 8246, then 
tumbled for decades.  By 1960, it had halved to 3921.30 
 
Just as rural populations were declining, school districts nationwide were faced with the skyrocketing 
academic demands that followed Russia’s launch of Sputnik in 1957.  Educating the state’s children in 
the space age, they argued, was beyond the reach of thousands of the state’s small districts.  Students in 
remote areas could now reach school by bus on improved roads and highways.  Between the late 1950s 
and 1965, state-mandated consolidation cut the number of school districts in the state from 2800 to 
284.  In 1957, Cottonwood Falls voters had defeated a proposal to replace the historic building with a 
$600,000 new school.  In 1960, Chase County voters overwhelmingly defeated a proposal to consolidate 
its six high schools to one; but state regulations forced rural schools to change or close.31   
 

                         
24 Chase County Leader, 1 July 1915, 9 November 1915. 
25 Chase County Leader, 14 September 1915. 
26 US Census, 1920. 
27 US Census, 1910, 1920, 1930, 1940, 1950. 
28 Emporia Gazette, 1 September 1939. 
29 Emporia Gazette, 26 November 1960; 7 December 1960; 8 December 1960 
30 US Census, 1960. 
31 Emporia Gazette, 17 December 1960. 
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Ironically, it was not an academic, but a physical education requirement that finally forced the district’s 
hand.  After a classroom on the first floor was enclosed to create a music room and auditorium enclosed 
for classrooms, teachers had “been transporting the whole school, approximately 200 students, to 
Chase County High School to practice for all school functions … [and] The physical education program … 
is almost entirely confined to outdoor recess activities.”   In 1962, the Cottonwood Falls School Board 
received notice from the State Department of Education “that in the beginning of the Fall of 1963, no 
elementary school will be allowed to participate in inter-school athletic competition unless a complete 
physical education program for all students, both boys and girls, is provided.”32  After two failed bond 
elections for a new school, the board had new ammunition for adding on to the old one.  They posted a 
rendering of the proposed design at the post office – and district voters finally passed (by a vote of 369 
to 122) a $195,000 bond issue for an addition on March 19, 1962.33 
 
The addition, designed by Mid-States Architecture Association, measured 132 X 106 feet and included a 
gym that seated 860 persons, a sound-proof music room, tornado shelter, art room, and boys and girls 
locker rooms.  “The addition [also] made room in the main building for a kindergarten classroom, 
another ‘first’ at the school.”34  In January 1963, English Construction Company was ahead of schedule.35  
Major construction was complete by the end of the school year “but the finishing work, painting and 
installation of new equipment [was] under progress all summer.”  The community members toured the 
building at an open house in early September 1963.36 
 
The school building remained little changed and the population remained relatively steady for the next 
couple of decades.  But in the 1990s, changes were required to make the building ADA accessible.  The 
project included placing an elevator on the north end of the 1904 building, enclosing the walkways with 
ramps that connected the 1904/1915 building to the 1963 addition, and adding a new kindergarten 
room to the southeast corner of the gym addition. 
 
Over time, Chase County schools consolidated.  By the late twentieth century, lower-grade elementary 
students attended school at Cottonwood Falls Grade School and older elementary students attended 
school at Strong City Elementary School.  In 2010, all of the county’s grade schoolers were consolidated 
at Strong City Elementary School; and Cottonwood Falls Grade School was closed.  
 
John Daniel (JD) Walters – Architect (1848-1929) 
 
The Cottonwood Falls Grade School was designed by architect John Daniel (J. D.) Walters.37  Walters was 
born in Switzerland in 1848 – and completed college there in 1867.  In 1870, after finishing a 
supplementary survey course and teaching math, Walters followed his parents to the United States.  By 
the time Walters married Margaret Kienast in 1874, he was working as a decorative painter and 

                         
32 Emporia Gazette, 26 February 1962. 
33 Emporia Gazette, 7 March 1962, 20 March 1962. 
34 “For 18 years, the Justamere Home Demonstration Unit had provided two one-month summer sessions for each 
child entering the first grade.” 
35 Emporia Gazette, 25 January 1963. 
36 Emporia Gazette, 7 September 1963. 
37 Chase County Leader, 28 April 1904. 
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architectural draftsman.  In 1877, he was hired to teach drawing at Kansas State Agricultural College 
(now Kansas State University) in Manhattan, Kansas.  He spent the remainder of his career at KSU, 
where he is credited with establishing the College’s first professional architecture program.  During his 
tenure at KSU, Walters designed a number of buildings, mostly in Manhattan.38  The Kansas Historic 
Resources Inventory (KHRI) identifies Walters as the architect of twelve buildings, listed below in order 
of completion: 
 
 North Linwood Park, Wichita (1887, Wichita Register of Historic Places) 
 White, Francis H., House, Manhattan (1891, Contributor NRHP District) 
 Deep Creek Schoolhouse, Pillsbury Crossing/Manhattan (1892, KHRI 161-0000-00006) 
 Fairchild Hall, Kansas State University, Manhattan (1894, KHRI 161-0000-00052) 
 College Hill School, Manhattan (1895, KHRI 161-2765) 
 Wharton, E. A. and Ura, House, Manhattan (ca. 1897, NRHP) 
 Dr. Colt House, Manhattan (ca. 1906, Contributor NRHP District) 
 Manhattan State Bank, Manhattan (ca. 1906, NRHP) 
 Smith Building, Manhattan (1909, Contributor NRHP District) 
 Sexton’s House, Manhattan (1910, KHRI 161-2889) 
 Kimble, Barney House, Manhattan (1912, NRHP) 
 Wharton, E. A. and Ura, Garage, Manhattan (ca. 1912, NRHP) 
 
Walters was an active officer in the National Education Association (NEA).  It is not surprising, then, that 
he took an interest in the design of academic buildings.  The building that most closely resembles 
Cottonwood Falls Grade School in scale and general appearance is KSU’s Romanesque Revival Fairchild 
Hall, completed in 1894.  By the time he designed the Cottonwood Falls Grade School, Walters had 
published seventeen textbooks on drawing and industrial design.  His last known architectural 
commission, a garage for Manhattan’s Wharton House, was completed in ca. 1912.  JD Walters died in 
Alma, Kansas in 1929. 
 
Rettiger and Norton Stone Company - Builder 
 
The Cottonwood Falls Grade School was built of Cottonwood Limestone, quarried and cut in Chase 
County by Rettiger and Norton Stone Company, which also executed Walters’ design.  The driving force 
behind this prolific business was David Rettiger (1849-1899), a German immigrant who came to Chase 
County from Leavenworth in the early 1870s to build the Chase County Courthouse (NRHP).  Rettiger 
was so impressed with Chase County’s native stone that after finishing the courthouse project, he and 
many of his crew from Leavenworth decided to stay in Chase County.  They built one of “the finest 
quarries in the state” and business flourished after Rettiger invented a stone cutting machine and began 
taking on large construction contracts nationwide.  Rettiger was the stone contractor for the 
Montezuma Hotel (1885, NRHP) in Las Vegas, New Mexico.  Designed by nationally renowned architect 
John Wellborn Root, the hotel was one of many stone structures (including many bridges) and buildings 
Rettiger built for the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad.  Following David Rettiger’s untimely death 

                         
38 Manhattan Nationalist, 21 July 1899; Manhattan Republic, 3 October 1929; Manhattan Mercury, 15 March 1992. 
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of tuberculosis in 1899, his wife Rose (Harvey) Rettiger “assumed the management of his large estate.”  
It is likely that the firm also supplied the stone for J. D. Walters’ Fairchild Hall.39 
 
In addition to building such illustrious buildings as the Montezuma Hotel, Rettiger Stone also built the 
following cottonwood limestone structures in Chase County:   
  
 Chase County Courthouse (1873, NRHP) 
 Spring Hill Ranch Main House, Strong City (1878, NHL) 
 Chase County National Bank, Cottonwood Falls (1882, NRHP) 
 Lower Fox Creek School, Spring Hill Ranch (1882, NHL) 
 David Rettiger House (ca. 1880, KHRI 017-5250-00003) 
 David Rettiger Building (1886, KHRI 017-5250-00002) 
 Cartter Building, Cottonwood Falls (1888, NRHP) 
 St. Anthony’s Catholic Church, Strong City (1890, KHRI 017-5250-00004) 
 Strong City Opera House (1900, Register of Historic Kansas Places) 
 Cottonwood Falls Grade School (1904) 
 
Conclusion 
 
Cottonwood Falls Grade School is eligible for National Register listing under the MPDF Historic Public 
Schools of Kansas.  The building meets the MPDF registration requirements as a structure built as a 
public school with the architectural integrity requirements as outlined in the MPDF.  It is being 
nominated to the National Register of Historic Places for local significance under Criterion A for its 
association with public education as a town graded school in Cottonwood Falls and Criterion C as an 
example of a Progressive Era school building constructed with local stone by local contractors Rettiger 
and Norton. 
 
 
 
 
 
  

                         
39 Strong City Independent, 11 July 1884; Kansas:  a cyclopedia of state history, embracing events, institutions, 
industries, counties, cities, towns, prominent persons, etc, (Chicago:  Standard Publication Co., 1912), 505-506. 
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Verbal Boundary Description  
 
Cottonwood Falls Grade School is on Lots 1-14 inclusive, Block A, Homestead Building Home Addition to 
Cottonwood Falls, Chase County, Kansas. The approximate measures for the north boundary is  611-ft 
on Third Street South between coordinate 1-2; east boundary is 644-ft on Maple Street between points 
2-3; south boundary is 611-ft on Fifth Street South between points 3-4; and the west boundary is 644-ft 
on Cedar Street between points 4-1.  
 
 
Boundary Justification (On continuation sheet) 
 
The above is the legal description for the parcel on which the Cottonwood Falls Grade School sits. 
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Figures 

 

Figure 1: 1904 photograph.  Showing cupola. 
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Figure 2:  1915 Photograph. Notice multi-pane windows in hipped dormers. 
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Figure 3:  Sanborn Map, 1912. Showing original floorplan of 1904 building. 
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Figure 4:  1971 view of west elevation, showing original walkways connecting original building to the 
1963 addition. 
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Figure 5:  1971 view of east elevation. 
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Figure 6:  Aerial with Property Boundaries 
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Figure 7 
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Figure 8 
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Figure 9 
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Figure 10 
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