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Historic name: Leavenworth County Courthouse

Other name/site number:

300 Walnut Street not for publication
Leavenworth vicinity
state  Kansas code K8 county Leavenworth code 103 zip code 66048

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby

certify that this X _nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation
standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural
and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property X A meets _  does not meet the National Register criteria.
I recommend that this property be considered sxgnlflcant ____nationally X statewide locally.

I Bl " . ke

df certifying official / Date

Kansas State Historical Society
State or Federal agency and bureau

lgnature

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria.
( See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

I, hereby, certify that this property is:

entered in the National Register.
See continuation sheet

determined eligible for the National Register.

See continuation sheet

determined not eligible for the National Register.

removed from the National Register.

other, (explain:)

Signature of Keeper Date of Action
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Property Name Leavenworth County Courthouse

County and State__Leavenworth County, Kansas

Ownership of Property Category of Property
private X building(s)

X public-local district
public-State site
public-Federal structure

object

Name of related multiple property listing:
Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a
multiple property listing.)

Historic County Courthouses of Kansas

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

GOVERNMENT: County Courthouse

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

LATE 19™ AND EARLY 20™ CENTURY REVIVALS

Classical Revival

Page 2

No. of Resources within Property

contributing noncontributing
) _____ buildings
chRi ____ sites
e o structures
___ objects
1 0 Total

No. of contributing rescurces prewviously
listed in the National Register:

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

GOVERNMENT: County Courthouse

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Foundation _STONE: Limestone

walls STONE: Limestone

Roof __ OTHER: Composite Material

Other

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more

continuation sheets.)
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Property Name Leavenworth County Courthouse

County and State_ Leavenworth County, Kansas Page 3
8. Statement of

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the
property for National Register listing.)

X A property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns
of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction
or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.
B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or a grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions.) Period of Significance Significant Dates
ARCHITECTURE 1911/1913-1950 N/A
POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A William Feth, Architect

J.B. Betts, Contractor

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation

sheets.)
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property Name_Leavenworth County Courthouse

County and State_Leavenworth County, Kansas page 4

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation
sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:

__ preliminary determination of individual listing _QQ State Historic Preservation Office
(36 CFR 67) has been requested ___ Other State agency

____ previously listed in the National Register ____ Federal agency

___ breviously determined eligible by the National Register ___ Local government

____ designated a National Historic Landmark ___ University

____ recorded by Historic American Buildings _X other
Survey # Specify repository:

__ recorded by Historic American Engineering Library and Archives Division, Kansas

State Historical Society; Topeka, Kansas

Record #

Acreage of property <1

UTM References

3 W 3/3/5/1/5/0 4/3/5/2/2/0/0 <) / VA L A R I e
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2 / T £ Lol b b 4 / bbb Al A T

See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

name/title _ Dana Cloud and Sally F. Schwenk

organization _Historic Preservation Services, LLC date _April 30, 2000
street & number _818 Grand Boulevard, Suite 1150 telephone (816)221-5133
city or town _Kansas City state _Missouri zip code 64106

tation
Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage Or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.)

name Leavenworth County

street & number 300 Walnut Street telephone (913) 684-0422

city or town _Leavenworth state _KS zip code _66048
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DESCRIPTION

The Leavenworth County Courthouse is a Classical Revival style, three-story masonry structure that occupies a
full square block that is several blocks south of the Leavenworth, Kansas historic central business district [Figure
1: City Plan of Leavenworth, Kansas). The primary fagade faces south onto Walnut Street. The courthouse has a
rectangular plan and measures approximately 200 feet wide by 70 feet deep by 70 feet high [Figure 2: Existing
Site Plan]. On the south side of the courthouse at the primary entrance is a World War I memorial that rests on a
rouglh-cut stone base [Photograph #3]. On the northwest side of the courthouse is a small obelisk [Photograph
#2].

The courthouse walls are cut limestone masonry units laid in running bond with a rusticated limestone foundation
and limestone quoins. The limestone walls, in some instances, face the soft brick walls that remained after the
fire destroyed the earlier 1870s courthouse. Projecting limestone sills define the first- and second-floor
windowsills. A restrained cornice and parapet delineate the roofline of the flat roof. Two-story pedimented
porticos define the primary entrances on the north and south fagades, and one-story porticos with flat roofs define
the side entrances on the east and west fagades [Photographs #1 and #2]. Except for the replacement of window
and door units and the reconfiguration of the second floor, the courthouse retains the majority of its original
exterior and interior features. Erected in 19111913 as a county courthouse, the structure continues to serve as a
county courthouse.

Metal-clad windows replace the original, wood window units. Based on photographic evidence, they mimic the
original system that included, on the second story, a central, one-over-one light, double-hung sash flanked by
narrow, single-pane sidelights with a transom spanning the width of the three windows. An opaque panel covers
the transom. On the first story, arched windows repeat the configuration, with a fan light instead of a transom and
a central, one-over-one light, double-hung arched window instead of a rectangular unit. Panels cover the fan
light. The first-floor windows have restrained semi-circular heads that enrich the projecting stringcourse.
Limestone masonry encloses the rectangular ground-floor windows [Photograph #2].

The courthouse features an entrance on each fagade, with the primary entrance on the south fagade. A grand
staircase, flanked by torcheres, accesses a two-story, pedimented portico with Ionic columns on the south and
north fagades [Photograph #4]. The entablatures of the limestone pediments are inscribed with “Leavenworth
County Court House” [Photograph #53]. Smaller, one-story, one-bay porticos with flat roofs supported by Tuscan
columns define the east and west entrances, which also feature a grand staircase. Metal frame, storefront doors
replaced the original entrance doors, and opaque panels enclose the semi-circular door transoms [Photograph #6).
The openings are unaltered.

The floor plan and space uses of the Leavenworth County Courthouse are typical of many Kansas courthouses
built during the same time period. The distinguishing feature of the courthouse is its central rotunda, which is
open to the first and second floors and is crowned with a stained-glass dome [Photographs #7, #9 and #10]. A
grand staircase at the primary (south) fagade of the courthouse serves each floor, which has north-south corridors.

: Because of their size and scale, the World War I Memorial and the small obelisk are not counted as resources

according to the National Register guidelines.
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The ground floor is partially below grade and accessed by an exterior door at the rear (north) of the building. The
first floor, which houses the main offices such as the county clerk and register of deeds, is accessed by each of the
four entrances. A recent rehabilitation altered the second-floor courtroom space.

The interior finishes are also typical of many Kansas courthouses built during the same time period. Interior
finishes include terrazzo flooring, marble wainscoting, oak doors and trim, plaster walls and ceilings, scagliola
columns, and an iron and marble staircase with marble treads. Original light fixtures are also in use throughout
the building [Photographs #7 and #8].

The World War I memorial sculpture, “The Doughboy,” features a bronze World War I infantry soldier, charging
with rifle in hand. The sculpture is mounted on a rough-cut limestone pedestal and base. A trapezoid bronze
panel fills the center portion of the pedestal’s south face and reads, “In Grateful Memory of Our Veterans of All
American Wars.” A rectangular bronze plaque is directly below on the base.

The Leavenworth County Courthouse retains a high degree of integrity. Alterations include the replacement of
wooden window casements and sashes and the original doors. The replacement windows and the window and
door openings have not been altered. The remaining character-defining exterior features, such as the masonry,
porticos, Ionic and Doric columns, window and door openings, and roofline are intact. Interior features, such as
the central rotunda, terrazzo flooring, marble wainscoting, oak doors and trim, plaster walls and ceilings, scagliola
columns, and iron staircase are also intact. Except for the reconfiguration of the second-floor courtroom, the floor
plan configuration also remains intact. Overall, the Leavenworth County Courthouse is in excellent condition as a
result of the care and attention given to the maintenance of the structure by a succession of county commissioners.
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PHOTO LOG Photographer:
Date of Photographs:
Location of Negatives:

Dana Cloud
January 19, 2000
Kansas State Historical Society

Cultural Resources Division
6425 S.W. 6™ Avenue

Topeka, Kansas 66615-1099
Photo # Subject Camera Direction
(1 Exterior of Courthouse Northwest
2: Exterior of Courthouse Southeast
3 Detail of South (Main) Entrance North
4, Torchere at South (Main) Entrance North
5. Detail of Entablature at South (Main) Entrance North
6. Side Entrance, East Fagade West
7. Interior Rotunda on First Floor Northwest
8. Detail of Main Staircase from First to Second Floor West
9. Interior Rotunda Balcony at Second Floor East
10. Interior Rotunda Skylight
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Figure 1: City Map of Leavenworth, Kansas
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Figure 2: Existing Site Plan
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Leavenworth County Courthouse, erected in 1911-1913, is historically significant under National Register
Criterion A in the area of POLITICS/GOVERNMENT and under Criterion C in the area of ARCHITECTURE
for its associations with the development of county courthouses in Kansas and a representative example of the
Classical Revival style county courthouse. The historic significance of the Leavenworth County Courthouse is
based on its associations with the history and development of Kansas county courthouses that are documented in
the Multiple Property Form, “Historic County Courthouses of Kansas.” In particular, the property has direct
associations to the historic contexts established in the Multiple Property Form—*“The Role of the County
Courthouse in Kansas Communities 1856-1950,” “Twentieth Century Kansas County Courthouses and Their
Changing Use: 1900-1950,” and the “Architecture of Kansas Courthouses 1861-1950.” The property’s
association with the evolution of Kansas county courthouses and their design dates to its construction in 1911—
1913 and continues to 2000, the arbitrary 50-year cutoff date for determining eligibility of National Register
properties. The property reflects typical courthouse plans, siting, and designs found in Kansas during the first
decades of the twentieth century. In addition to retention of association and location, it retains a high degree of
architectural integrity and is a representative example of its Classical Revival property type. The property type
and larger historic contexts relating to the significance of the Leavenworth County Courthouse are fully
documented in the Multiple Property Form. The following commentary expands upon these larger contextual
themes as they specifically relate to the Leavenworth County Courthouse and documents the property’s
significance.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND AND SIGNIFICANCE:

Leavenworth County is located in northeastern Kansas along the Kansas-Missouri state line, with the Kansas
River forming a portion of its southern boundary and the Missouri River forming a portion of its eastern
boundary. It has several small towns including Leavenworth, the county seat; and the communities of Springdale,
Lansing, Fairmount, Basehor, Tonganoxie, and Linwood. Several state roads and highways, including Interstate
Highway 70, run through Leavenworth County. The county’s history begins with the establishment of Fort
Leavenworth in 1827; the military installation is in the northeast corner of the county.

In 1855, the first territorial legislature established Leavenworth County, which originally included the area of
Wyandotte County.! The county takes its name from General Henry Leavenworth, the founder of Fort
Leavenworth in 1827. Governor Andrew Reed appointed John A. Halderman, Joseph M. Hall and Matthew R.
Walker as the county’s first commissioners. They held their first meeting in September 1855, in a warehouse
owned by Lewis H. Rees. At the meeting, the commissioners designated Leavenworth City as the temporary
county seat and scheduled an election the next month to determine the permanent county seat.

Typical of the majority of Kansas’ county battles over the location of county seats, Leavenworth County held
three elections before securing its role as the county seat. The first election, on October 15, 1855, determined

The territorial legislature separated the area that now comprises Wyandotte County on January 29, 1857.



