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Judge D.B. Wilson Homestead Paola, Miami Co.

Name of Property City and County

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing  Noncontributing

X | private building(s) buildings
public - Local district district
public - State X | site 1 site
public - Federal structure structure

object object
1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the State Register

0
6. Function or Use
Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
DOMESTIC: Single Dwelling VACANT/NOT IN USE
7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
RUIN foundation: CONCRETE

walls: LIMESTONE

roof: N/A

other: BRICK, WOOD




Judge D.B. Wilson Homestead Paola, Miami Co.
Name of Property City and County

Narrative Description

(Describe the current physical appearance of the property.)

Summary Paragraph (Briefly describe the overall characteristics of the property and its location, setting, and size.)

The Judge D.B. Wilson Homestead is located in Paola, Miami County. The ruin consists of two stories of stone built into
the hillside and surrounded by terracing.

Elaboration (Provide a detailed description of the building’s exterior, interior, and any associated buildings on the
property. Note any historic features, materials, and changes to the building/property.)

The Judge D.B. Wilson Homestead is located in Paola, Miami County, less than two miles north of Osawatomie, and
approximately five miles southwest of Paola. Historically, the property was 160 acres but is currently less than 100. The
surrounding community consists of small residential streets and agricultural lands. The ruins are located on a hillside
within agricultural lands. There is no direct access road to the site, but there is a cleared path. Near the property are a
contemporary garage and trailer to accommodate the owner’s needs.

The west (front) elevation is symmetrical and features a central door, and two large window openings on both levels. All
openings are supported by large lintels and sills, some have remnants of wood framing and hinges. The north elevation
features a large stone chimney that extends well past the stone walls and a single door on the east half. Only the upper
floor is accessible on the east elevation as it was built into the hillside, but it features two window openings and a large
concrete cistern. The south elevation features three openings on the upper level, with the center one being smaller, and
two openings on the lower level, with a small horizontal window on the east portion. Interior layouts, floors, and walls
still mark the stone walls, and their placement is visible in the remains. The current owners built a small loft and ladder
for upper access.

Some artifacts have been found and collected by the current owners. Clay pipes lead to/away from the building. There is
evidence of possible dump location for the property, but it is further down field.
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Name of Property City and County

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable Criteria Areas of Significance
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property (Enter categories from instructions)

for State Register listing)
POLITICS/IGOVERNMENT

A Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

X B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high Period of Significance
artistic values, or represents a significant 1857-1917
and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

I:' D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information L
important in prehistory or history. Significant Dates

N/A

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply) Significant Person

(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above)

Judge D.B. Wilson

Property is:

Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
A purposes.

Cultural Affiliation

B removed from its original location.
g N/A

C a birthplace or grave.

D acemetery.

Architect/Builder
E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

James Johnson

F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

Period of Significance (justification)

The period of significance is from 1857 when James Johnson was granted the land by the U.S. patent until 1917 when
the last annual picnic was held at the homestead.

Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary)



Judge D.B. Wilson Homestead Paola, Miami Co.
Name of Property City and County

Narrative Statement of Significance

Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that notes under what criteria the property is nominated.)

The Judge D.B. Wilson Homestead in Paola, Miami County, Kansas, is eligible for the Register of Historic Kansas Places
under CRITERION B: for its association with Judge D.B. Wilson who is significant to the foundation of Paola and the
Valley Center area. Not only is the home significant because Judge Wilson lived there for many years while serving as
Probate Judge, but the homestead also served as a gathering place for the wider community to celebrate annually.

Elaboration (Provide a brief history of the property and justify why this property is locally significant.)

Miami County History:

Miami County is located on the border between Kansas and Missouri and was originally established under the name of
Lykins County in 1855. Lykins county was named after a pro-slavery advocate who was influential in the founding of the
county.! Lykins County did not last long as the county name was changed in 1861 with the introduction of Kansas as a
state.2 Furthermore, in 1868 an act changed the boundaries of the county increasing its size and establishing Paola as
the County seat. Miami county has very fertile farmland with an abundance of minable limestone making it a good place
to settle a farm. The country was renamed Miami county after one of the three Native American tribes who lived there
the Miami’s.

Paola History:

Paola is in the middle of Miami County, and the county seat. Native Americans were the first to settle in the area that
makes up Paola. However, in 1514 Spanish explorers followed Native Americans to what is today known as Paola.?® The
area was further explored in 1673 by French missionaries, and the town was also a stop along the Santa Fe, and Oregon
Trails.* Although the land that makes up the town was explored many times, it was not planned and incorporated as
part of the Kansas territory until 1855. The land was used between 1827 and 1832 as forced re-settlement for members
of the Kaskaskia, Peoria, Wea, and Piankishaw tribes.®

Baptiste Peoria and the Paola Town company were influential in the settling of the town.® The Paola Town Company was
permitted to buy up to 600 acres of land for the creation of the town. The displaced tribes were granted 250 sections of
land within the boundaries of the county.” Although, the tribes were forced to relocate once more to Oklahoma from
Kansas when it was granted statehood.? Early on there were about 30 inhabitants of the town because border troubles
with Missouri discouraged people from settling there.® Paola was fairly important during the Civil war and just narrowly

1 Miami County Kansas Historical Society and Museum, “Civil War and Statehood in Miami County Kansas”,
https://micomuseum.org/history/civil-war-and-statehood/#Statehood, n.d.

2 Miami County Kansas, “History Room”, https://www.miamicountyks.org/247/History-Room, n.d.

3 City of Paola Kansas, “History of Paola”, https://cityofpaola.com/62/History-of-Paola, n.d.

4 1bid.

5 1bid.

5 1bid.

7 Cutler.

8 “History of Paola”.

% Cutler.
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missed Quantrill’s Raid because he and his group heard that the Union Army was waiting for their arrival.’® The
population of Paola would not boom until the Civil War was over and there was a guarantee of a railroad stop.! In 1883,
the population of Paola was 3,000 inhabitants.'> About a fourth of the county had coal; however as of 1883, it was not
good enough quality to justify mining. There is a significant amount of natural gas that the Kansas Oil and Mining
Company started to mine in 1882.3

Judge D.B. Wilson’s History/Homestead History:

Judge D.B. Wilson was born in Ohio in 1816, he and his wife would move to Kansas in 1856 where they settled near
Osawatomie. Judge Wilson became a probate judge in 1863, and he served as a judge for two terms before declining to
serve, he was a judge for a total of 18 years.'* Wilson was also nominated to serve as Clerk of the District Court upon the
retirement of another judge who had previously held the seat. William G. Cutler notes that Judge D.B. Wilson lived on a
farm of 160 acres near Valley after retiring. This homestead was built in 1879 by the engineer of the St. Louis, Kansas,
Arizona railroad line — James Johnson.*

James Johnson was an early settler who lived in Osawatomie in 1857 during the construction of the railroad, at this time
he was granted 160 acres of land. The Miami Republican notes that “Mr. James Johnson, recently of Ohio, who
purchased the fine piece of land immediately south of Scott Thomas in Valley township, has built an elegant barn, dug a
well and is now building over a splendidly finished cellar, a nice dwelling house. Mr. J will have a fine farm in a year or
two. He is a valuable acquisition as a citizen.”*® Although Johnson was an engineer by trade, he was nominated for
County Commissioner in 1882 where he worked with Judge D.B. Wilson. Ten years before the death of Johnson in
1895, Wilson purchased the house and land—and 26 additional acres--that the former commissioner built.*®

Judge Wilson and his family would own the homestead from 1885-1909.%° Although Judge Wilson is significant to the
history and settlement of Paola, he is not a Kansas native. Instead, Judge Wilson Judge was born in Ohio in 1816 before
he moved to lllinois and later emigrated to Miami County (formerly Lykins County) in May of 1856.2° As Wilson reached
Kansas, the border war between Kansas and Missouri was heating up. Wilson served as a Captain in the Union Army
during the Civil War before becoming a Probate Judge in 1863.2! Judge Wilson passed away in March of 1882, and the
farmstead passed down to his oldest son Edward H. Wilson who is recorded to have owned the property unit 1909.
Edward Wilson became a probate judge in 1900 but later decided to practice law as an attorney instead. There are many
advertisements in the Miami Republican for Edward H. Wilson’s law practice; however, there is no mention of the
homestead post-1917.

10 “History of Paola”.

11 Cutler.

12 |bid.

13 1bid.

14 The Western Spirit, March 25, 1892.

15 The Miami Republican, April 4, 1879.

16 |bid.

7 The Miami Republican, October 13, 1882.

18 The Miami Republican, September 18, 1895.
1% Documented in the Miami County Deeds Records.
20 Cutler.

21 Cutler.



Judge D.B. Wilson Homestead Paola, Miami Co.
Name of Property City and County

Although Judge Wilson and his son were influential in the politics of Paola and the Valley township the homestead itself
has been a gathering place for those who lived in the nearby area. An article in The Miami Republican from 1917 states
that there was an annual picnic held on the 28" of every June on the homestead since 1873 and the entire town was
invited.?? The influence of the homestead predates when Wilson and his family lived there. There are mentions of this
annual picnic happening on the Wilson homestead until 1917. Before that, the homestead was in the Stanton township
until 1857 when it became the Valley township. When living on the 160 acres of the homestead, Wilson planted an
apple orchard that the Miami Republic boasted were “some of the finest apples ever grown in Kansas...”?3. There is not
much mention in newspapers about when the orchard was established or any of its other accomplishments.

The Current Homestead

The current 72-acre farmstead sits on top of a hill, and the road leading to it floods multiple times a year. The house
itself is currently in ruins, with four limestone walls and a chimney remaining. The chimney and the rest of the
foundation seem to have been remodeled or added later. As of 2023, there is exposed red brick inside the chimney that
is engraved with Dickey #1. Walter S. Dickey owned a brick manufacturing company in Kansas City from 1885-1931
meaning the fireplace was redone sometime during this window. Furthermore, there is a cement floor and partly
cement foundation that would have been the inside of the home that appears to have been added sometime around
1940. The 72 acres are currently used as farmland, and the larger property now has a garage that was added in 1990 for
storage. However, the garage is not eligible for listing in the Register because it is not at least 50 years old, nor does it
add to the historic integrity of the property. It is unknown when or why the other 88 acres of the homestead were sold.

Other changes the current owners have made to the site include digging up limestone to create steps to the side door
and a few terraces on the west side of the house. Also, on the west side of the home, the owners have planted perennial
flowers to encourage pollination during the spring. As previously stated, the home is no longer in livable condition
making it a ruin. The Judge D.B. Wilson Homestead retains integrity as a ruin because it still has walls, a fireplace, and
other remnants that make the ruin an important physical reminder of early Kansas development and settlement.
Newspapers and other primary source material help with understanding the use and implications of the ruined
homestead. There are not currently any listed ruins in the Register of Historic Kansas Places, making the Judge D.B.
Wilson Homestead unique, as it allows a broader understanding of the history of the state. The homestead’s founder
and previous owners were important political figures who enforced law, and helped establish the community.

The homestead and its history are important to the City of Paola because of James Johnson’s work on the railroad that
made the settlement of Paola favorable. Wilson made the homestead a gathering place for the community, not only for
town meetings but for general comradery, demonstrated by the annual picnic. Even though the home no longer serves
its intended purpose as a domestic dwelling, it is an important physical marker regarding the development of Kansas.
The location of the homestead has never changed; however, the homestead has changed acreage over its almost 200
years of establishment. The setting of the original homestead has changed, when the home was first plotted and built
the area was an open valley, but now vegetation and foliage surround the home. Due to its nature as a ruin, the
materials, design, and workmanship are significantly diminished. The feeling and association with Judge Wilson remain
intact through its history and the location of the ruin.

22 The Miami Republican, June 28, 1917.
23 The Miami Republican, February 2, 1877.



Judge D.B. Wilson Homestead

Name of Property
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City and County

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form)

City of Paola Kansas, “History of Paola”, https://cityofpaola.com/62/History-of-Paola, n.d.

Cutler, William G., History of the State of Kansas, (Chicago: A.T. Andreas, 1883).
http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/webbin/book/lookupid?key=0lbp15251

Miami County Kansas, “History Room”, https://www.miamicountyks.org/247/History-Room, n.d.

Miami County Kansas Historical Society and Museum, “Civil War and Statehood in Miami County Kansas”,

https://micomuseum.org/history/civil-war-and-statehood/#Statehood, n.d.

The Miami Republican, February 2, 1877.
The Miami Republican, April 4, 1879.

The Miami Republican, October 13, 1882.
The Miami Republican, September 18, 1895.
The Miami Republican, June 28, 1917.

The Western Spirit, March 25, 1892.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property  Less than one

Provide latitude/longitude coordinates OR UTM coordinates.

(Place additional coordinates on a continuation page.)

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates
Datum if other than WGS84:
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)

1 38.525862 -94.950622 3

Latitude: Longitude: Latitude: Longitude:
2 4

Latitude: Longitude: Latitude: Longitude:

Verbal Boundary Description (describe the boundaries of the property)

The boundary consists of the surrounding terracing around the stone ruins — approximately 82 ft east-west and 116 feet

north-south.

Boundary Justification (explain why the boundaries were selected)

The boundary does not include any lands historically associated with the homestead, as the landscaping has changed.
The homestead alone and surrounding terracing contribute to the significance and understanding of Judge D.B. Wilson's

time and ownership of the property.
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11. Form Prepared By

name/titte Haylee Rose, KSHS Intern; Jamee Fiore, KS-SHPO

organization Kansas State Historical Society date Fall 2022

street & number 6425 SW 6" Ave telephone

city or town Topeka state KS Zip code 66615
e-malil Jamee fiore@ks.gov

Property Owner:

name Attn: Michele & Pail Fairchild; Galt Enterprise
street & number 13301 W 142 telephone
city or town Overland Park state KS zip code 66221

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Photograph Log

Name of Property: Judge D.B. Wilson Homestead

City or Vicinity: Paola

County: Miami State: KS
Photographer: Jamee Fiore, KSHS

Date Photographed: September 2022

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of camera:

Nuprgg;[ac; View | Description

1 SE North and west elevations
2 NE West elevation
3 N South elevation
4| NW | South and east elevations
5 w East elevation
6 S North elevation
7 SE Terracing to the north
8 S Interior
9 SW Interior

10 E Interior

11 S Interior

12 N interior
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