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5. Classification

OwnershipofProperty
(Checkas many boxes as apply)

Categoryof Property
(Checkonlyonebox)

~ private
0 public-local
0 public-State
0 public-Federal

~ building(s)
0 district
0 site
0 structure
0 object

Nameofrelatedmultiplepropertylisting
(Enter"N/A"if propertyisnotpartofamultiplepropertylisting.)

N/A

NumberofResourceswithinProperty
(Do not includepreviouslylisted resourcesin'thecount.)

Contributing

1

Noncontributing

buildings
sites

structures

objects
total

Numberof contributingresourcespreviouslylisted
in the NationalRegister

N/A

6. Functionor Use

HistoricFunctions
(Enter Categoriesfrom instructions)

Domestic:Hotel

Commerce/Trade:Restaurant

CurrentFunctions
(Entercategoriesfrom instructions)

Commerce/Trade:SpecialtyStore

7. Description

ArchitecturalClassification
(Enter categoriesfrom instructions)

Late 19thand 20thCenturyRevivals:ClassicalRevival

Materials
(Entercategoriesfrom instructions)

Foundation: Concrete
Walls: Brick

Roof: Synthetic

Other: Limestone

NarrativeDescription
(Describethe historicand currentconditionof the propertyon one or morecontinuationsheets.)
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8.Statementof Significance

ApplicableNationalRegisterCriteria
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propertyfor NationalRegister

Areas of Significance
(Entercategoriesfrominstructions)

I:8J A Propertyis associatedwith events that have madea

significantcontributionto the broadpatternsof our
history

Architecture

Commerce

r,ommlmity PI;:mning ;md [)p.vp.lopmp.nt

D B Propertyis associatedwith the livesof persons

significantin our past.

I:8J C Propertyembodiesthe distinctivecharacteristics
of a type, period,or methodof constructionor
representsthe work of a master,or possesses
high artistic values,or representsa significantand
distinguishableentity whosecomponentslack
individualdistinction.

Period of Significance

1910-1941

D D Propertyhas yielded,or likely to yield,

informationimportantin prehistoryor history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark"x!' in all the boxesthatapply.) SignificantDates

Propertyis: 19.1Q

D A owned by a religious institutionor used for
religiouspurposes.

D B removedfrom it original location.

DCa birthplaceorgrave.

D D acemetery.

Significant Person
(Completeif CriterionBismarkedabove)

N/A

D E a reconstructedbuilding,object, or structure.
Cultural Affiliation

D F a commemorativeproperty.
N/A

D G less than 50 years of age or achievedsignificance
within the past50 years

ArchitecUBuilder
NarrativeStatementof Significance
(Explainthesignificanceofthepropertyononeormore
continuationsheets.)

A.E.Todd.Contractor

F.N.Bender,Architect(attributed)
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10.GeographicalData
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3

W
Zone
4

W
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1

W
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2

W
0 Seecontinuationsheet

Verbal Boundary Description
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Description

The Cook's Hotel building, 113 West Myrtle Street, Independence, is a three-story rectangular
commercial block with a full basement. Built in 1910, the building is located in the central business
district of Independence, Kansas, at the end of a row of commercial buildings between an alley to the
east and Eighth Street to the west. Cook's Hotel is a well-preserved example of Classical Revival
commercial architecture. Both the exterior and the first floor interior storeroom have good architectural
integrity.

The building is approximately twenty-three feet wide and one hundred ten feet long. It is oriented north
and south facing Myrtle Street to the north. There is a nearly flat roof sloping to the rear behind a
parapet wall. The roof is covered with modern EPDM roofing.

In the main favade, there is an asymmetrical storefront entrance to the east with an adjacent stair
entrance leading to the upper floors. There is a side alley entrance near the southwest corner of the
building and a rear entrance. The first floor has a large interior storeroom. There are ten main rooms on
both the second and third floors.

The building is brick masonry construction with smooth-cut stone trim and a concrete foundation. The
main favade and one front corner bay of the side favade are constructed of pressed brick laid in running
bond with tight mortar joints. Most of the east side wall as well as the rear and west side walls are
constructed of common brick in common bond. The floors and roof are supported on wooden joists and
the interior partition walls are wood frame covered with lath and plaster.

Exterior

The first floor storefront has low paneled bulkheads surmounted by asymmetrical display windows and a
four-paneled transom composed of square leaded glass panes. There is an exposed steel beam storefront
lintel and a molded brick course above the transom. The storefront is framed by raised brick columns
with rounded corners, smooth-cut limestone pier blocks, and projecting limestone molded capitals.
There is an entrance door with an overhead transom. To the west, the stair entrance has a door with a
large glazed panel.

The pattern of brick and stone ornamentation in the front favade continues around the corner of the east
side favade for one bay approximately fourteen feet wide. Decorative elements include a projecting
stone molding between the first floor and second floor windows. This molding forms a sill for the
paired second floor wooden windows with individual transoms, a base for the adjacent pilasters, and
continues around the corner to ornament the east favade. Both the second and third floor windows are
framed in a raised brick panel. Second floor windows are accentuated by three raised brick pilasters
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with projecting smooth-cut stone bases and capitals. These windows are surmounted by a broad stone
molding with a slightly projecting cap. The paired third floor windows have a slender projecting stone
sill molding that spans the raised brick panel. Masonry openings in the third floor facade are
surmounted by flat brick arches in textured brick. Above these openings, the cornice is accentuated by
brick modillions, a smooth-cut stone eave cornice, raised brick columns, and a stone parapet cap.

The east fayade is divided by two slightly raised brick piers from the foundation to the parapet. There
are fretted brick openings in the east and west parapet wall. The rear side entrance has a round-arched
opening and a stone sill. Other decorative elements include smooth-cut stone window sills in the east,
south, and west facades. There are rough-cut stone lintels in the east side fayade openings and arched
brick openings in the west facade. There are wooden double-hung 1/1 windows in these openings.
Generally, the window openings are regularly arranged. The first floor windows are smaller and set
higher in the east fayade. The west fayade abuts an adjacent building, but there are windows in the rear
of the second story and the third story. The window sizes on the second and third floors increase from
north .to south. An exterior metal fire escape stair with landings on the second and third floors is
attached to the southwest comer of the building.

Interior

The first floor interior plan reflects the historic use as a restaurant. There are few partitions except for a
modem service area on the west wall near the front stair to the second floor and a small electrical room
on the west wall near the rear entrance. Just north of the electrical room, there is a square masonry
chimney stack. There is a storage closet under the stair with a paneled wooden door.

Several historic architectural elements remain. Near the storefront entrance, there is an area of mosaic
tile floor with a concrete border that marks the original entry. Octagonal black and white ceramic tile
are set within an ornamental tile border. It appears that this original entry was located fourteen feet from
the east side wall to create a storefront display area.

The first floor storeroom is fourteen feet high with an elaborately detailed pressed metal ceiling. The
ceiling is divided into a series of bays by ornamental metal beams. There is an ornamental metal ceiling
cornice molding. The ceiling bays have elaborate ornamental panels with ornamental light fixtures
suspended on chains. The interior walls of the storeroom are plaster on brick masonry. The flooring is
stained and varnished tongue and grooved wooden boards and there is an eight-inch high wooden
baseboard. The rear electrical room has a concrete floor. In the southeast comers of the storeroom,
there is a pull-up access door to the basement set in the floor.

The second and third floor plans are similar to each other and reflect the historic use as a hotel with a
nearly full-length corridor on the west wall and rooms to the north and east. From thefirst to the second
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floor, there is a side stair that rises to a large landing. There are now four apartments on the second
floor. North of the stair landing, the front apartment has three main rooms and a bathroom. This
apartment has windows to the north and east. There is a comer fireplace with an ornamental molded tile
surround in the northeast comer of the building. South of the stair, there are three apartments. In the
rear of the second floor, there is a small mechanical room opening from the corridor with a metal wash
basin and two hot-water heaters.

Each apartment has a wooden entrance door with five horizontal panels opening from the corridor. The
doors also have screen doors and overhead glass transoms for ventilation. On both the second and third
floors, the partition walls and ceilings are wood frame constmction covered with lath and plaster. There
is wooden tongue and groQved flooring and a heavy wooden baseboard capped with crown molding.
Door openings have base blocks, plain side moldings, and head moldings with a slightly projecting cap.
Intact windows have a elaborate molding under the sill with smooth side moldings and a head molding
with slightly projecting cap. The woodwork has been painted.

The stair from the second to the third floor is located slightly north of the center of the building. It has
two flights forming an' ell. Constmcted of dark stained varnished wood, the stair railing has square
comer posts with molded base blocks, molded recessed panels, and two upper projecting moldings. The
railing has ornamental turned spindles and 'a molded handrail. The stair has decorative metal inside
comers at each riser-tread intersection. The stair has a painted interior wall molding and a comer
molding at the landing. The four apartments on the third floor are arranged like those on the second
floor.

Alterations

Although there have been a number of alterations to the old Cook's Hotel building, the exterior has good
architectural integrity. Since the basic configuration of the first floor storeroom and the upper floor
rooms is intact, the interior architectural integrity is fair. Many interior ornamental features remain.
There are areas on both the second and third floors with deteriorated plaster ceilings and much of the'
interior paint is in poor condition.

Exterior

Exterior alterations include the installation of a modem storefront window and entrance door to the first
floor storeroom. There is a modem wood veneer entrance door in the east side entrance to the first floor
storeroom and a modem metal rear entrance door with a metal transom and sidelight. Also, an original
alley access opening to the basement located near the southeast comer of the building has been capped
with concrete and paved over. The basement door and windows have been removed and covered, but
the frames remain.
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In the main north fa<;ade,there are aluminumstormwindowson the second floor. There are modem
replacement windows in the third floor front fa<;adeand in the first row of windows in the east side
fa<;ade. These are smaller double-hung windows with synthetic lapped siding filling in the original
openmg.

Interior

On the first floor on the west wall near the rear entrance, an office and a bathroom have been enclosed
with eight-foot high frame and gypsum board partitions. The basement access door has a modem
railing. Several modem suspended ceiling fans have been installed.

When the Cook's Hotel building was completed in 1910, the upper two floors were described as having
a master suite with a bath and toilet and nineteen other bedrooms. According to local recollections, after
WorId War II, these rooms were converted to apartments and showers were installed to serve returning
soldiers. The second floor apartments have individual bathrooms with a wall-hung lavatory, toilet, and
small tiled shower. The apartments also have kitchenettes with sinks, counters, and painted wooden
cabinets.

Some rooms on the second and third floor have modem suspended ceiling and modem wood frame and
gypsum board partitions. Several of the window head moldings were removed when the suspended
ceiling was installed. A few rooms have modem wood-grain paneling. In a few interior doors, glazed
panels have been replaced by plywood. The stair railing on the second floor landing has been removed.
The space under the stair from the second to the third floor has been enclosed.
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Statement of Significance

The old Co.ok's European Hotel building, constructed in 1910, located at 113 West Myrtle Street,
Independence, Montgomery County, Kansas, is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic
Places under Criterion A for its association with the growth and development of Independence during
the gas and oil boom from 1901 to 1929. This association is based on the outline. of historic
architectural contexts documented in the Independence Main Street Historic Resources Survey Report
(1988).' The two-part commercial block is also eligible under Criterion C as an example of the
residential hotel building type and as a significant example of Classical Revival commercial
architecture.

Chronology

For several years after 1900, the town oflndependence in southeast Kansas grew rapidly in wealth and
population. When the gas and oil boom began, the town leaders believed that Independence would
become the recognized manufacturing and commercial center of a great population supported by a great
industry. As one promoter said in 1901, "with a strong, permanent flow of natural gas, under perfect
control, susceptible of wide distribution, what could not be done?,,2

Natural gas was first piped to Independence in November, 1893 and by 1895 seventy-five gas
streetlights were installed in the town center. Abundant gas provided a cheap fuel for an -important
regional manufacturing enterprise, the Coffeyville Brick and Tile Company. This company constructed
a plant in Independence and began production in 1898. By 1903 the brick company was described as
"the leading single industry of our city at the present time having the largest payroll. ,,3

The business buildings of Independence were already solidly built of brick and stone with plate glass
fronts, but the pace of construction and economic activity soon accelerated. In 1902 a reporter
describing the construction of a new hotel in Independence by A. C. Stich commented, "this city has for
some time been unable to fully supply the many visitors, business men, and the traveling public with
hotel accommodations, and the erection of this hotel is very timely, and shows good tact and judgment
on the part of its projector. ,,4

1 The historical context for the gas and oil boom in southeast Kansas was documented in the Independence Survey Report.
See Dale E. Nimz, "The Enterprise of Independence": Independence Main Street Survey Report (Independence, KS: Main
Street Program and City ofIndependence, June, 1988),58.
2South Kansas Tribune special edition (July, 1901),2.
3 Leon A. Sherwood,IndependenceCentennialOfficialHistorv(Independence,KS: TribunePrinting,1970),34; South
Kansas Tribune Industrial Edition, 30 December 1903, 13.
4 "The New Hotel," Star & Kansan 25 April 1902, 5.
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By 1905 the boom was in full swing as .described in this anecdote: "a visitor of five years ago returned
to Independence recently, and was amazed at the wonderful change. What improvements! New
buildings, new residences, new manufacturing industries, paved streets, brick sidewalks, and many,
many new faces. ,,5 At first the extraction of natural gas fueled the boom. Cement and window glass
manufacturing plants were organized and brick manufacturing expanded. Oil production, which was
developed on a large scale after 1904, sustained the economic boom in southeast Kansas.

During the decade from 1900 to 1910, the population of Montgomery County increased by 71 percent.
By 1910 Montgomery was the leading industrial county in Kansas. The population of Independence, the
county seat, was 6,208 in 1902 and this more than doubled to 15,535 in 1907. The town's population
was 10,480 in 1910, 12,144 in 1915, 11,820 in 1920, and 12,782 in 1930.6 Growth required a host of
municipal improvements--a city sewage system, an enlarged water plant and a new electrical generating
plant.

The most unusual transportation innovation was the opening of the Union Traction Company's service to
Independence from Coffeyville on July 4, 1907. This electric interurban railroad extended service to
Cherryvale in 1910, to Parsons in 1912, and to Nowata, Oklahoma, in 1915. By 1920 the system carried
75,000 city passengers and 35,000 interurban passengers monthly. At this time, there were fifteen daily
trains operating in the regional system. This success was relatively short-lived, however; the company
went into receivership in 1927. Buses replaced streetcars on June 14, 1947.7

Cook's European Hotel was constructed in 1910 to serve the visitors, businessmen, and traveling
workers who came to Independence during the gas and oil boom. The new hotel was located across the
street opposite the city and interurban car station. At this time, there were six other hotels in
Independence, two within a block of the new Cook's Hotel. By offering individual bathrooms with each
room, Mr. and Mrs. Cook made their residence hotel more comfortable for longer stays and
distinguished their hotel as modem in comparison to older hotels with smaller rooms and shared
facilities.

The new hotel was part of a larger scheme to meet the economic needs of the community. The South
Kansas Tribune reported on February 2, "last week a deal was completed that assures the erection of six
three-story business buildings." Local businessmen George T. Guernsey, Thomas J. Booth, M. L.
Truby, George Robinson, and Milton Cook purchased the half block west of the Citizens National Bank

5 Independence Daily Reporter Oil & Gas Magazine (1905), 46.
6 JohnG. Clark,TownsandMineralsin SoutheastKansas: Studyin RegionalIndustrialization.1890-1930StateGeological
Survey of Kansas #52 (1970), 3-6; "Independence: The Heart of the Kansas Oil and Gas Field," Southwest Directory and
Publicity Company (Independence, KS: H. W. Young, & Son 1907),7; "Independence Survey Report," 74.
7 Charles C. Drake, Who's Who: A Historv of Kansas and Montgomery County (Coffeyville, KS: Journal Press, 1943), 115,
"Independence Main Street Survey Report," 72.


