
NPSForm 10-900
Oct. 1990

OMSNo. 10024-0018

UnitedStatesDepartmentof theInterior
NationalParkService

NationalRegisterof HistoricPlaces
RegistrationForm

Thisformisforuseinnominatingorrequestingdeterminationsforindividualpropertiesanddistricts.SeeinstructionsinHowtoCompletetheNational
RegisterofHistoricPlacesRegistrationForm(NationalRegisterBulletin15A)Completeeachitembymarking'x" intheappropriateboxorbyentering
theinformationrequested.If anitemdoesnotapplytothepropertybeingdocumented,enter"N/A'for'notapplicable."Forfunctions,architectural
classification,materials,andareasofsignificance,enteronlycategoriesandsubcategoriesfromtheinstructions.Placeadditionalentriesandnarrative
itemsoncontinuationsheets(NPSForm10-9000a).Useatypewriter,wordprocessor,orcomputer,tocompleteallitems.
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.3R\lIL

State Kansas
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0 notforpublication

~ vicinity
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Minor Sad House

Name of property
Rawlins County, KS
County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Checkas many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Checkonly one box)

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not includepreviouslylisted resourcesin the count)

IZIprivate
0 public-local
0 public-State
0 public-Federal

IZI building(s)
0 district
0 site
0 structure
0 object

Contributing
1

Noncontributing
2 buildings

sites

structures

2
objects
total

Name of related multiple property listing

(Enter"N/A"if propertyisnotpartofamultiplepropertylisting.)
N/A

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register
0

6.Functionor Use

HistoricFunctions
(Enter Categoriesfrom instructions)

CurrentFunctions
(Entercategoriesfrominstructions)

Domestic:singledwelling Domestic:hotel

Government:postoffice

7. Description

Arch itectu ralClassification
(Entercategoriesfrominstructions)

Materials
(Entercategoriesfrom instructions)

Other:sad house
foundationEarth
walls Concrete

roof Metal:tin

otherBrick
NarrativeDescription
(Describethe historicandcurrentconditionof the propertyon oneor morecontinuationsheets.)



Nameof Property

8. Statement of Significance

MinorSodHouse CountyandState RawlinsCounty,KS

ApplicableNationalRegisterCriteria
(Mark'X' inoneormoreboxesforthecriteriaqualifyingthe
propertyforNatonalRegister

Areasof Significance
(Entercategoriesfrominstructions)

Architecture
181A Propertyis associatedwith eventsthat have madea

significantcontributionto the broadpattemsof our
history

Communications

D BPropertyisassociatedwiththelivesofpersons
significantinourpast.

181C Propertyembodiesthe distinctivecharacteristics
of a type, period,or methodof constructionor
representsthe work of a master,or possesses
high artisticvalues, or representsa significantand
distinguishableentitywhose componentslack
individualdistinction.

Periodof Significance

1907-1920

D D Propertyhas yielded,or likelyto yield,

informationimportantin prehistoryor history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark'x' inalltheboxesthatapply.)
Significant Dates

Propertyis:
1907,1910

D A owned by a religiousinstitutionor usedfor

religiouspurposes.

D B removedfrom it original location.

DCa birthplaceorgrave.

D Dacemetery.

SignificantPerson
.(CompleteifCriterionBismarkedabove)

N/A

D E a reconstructedbuilding,object,or structure.

D F a commemorativeproperty.

CulturalAffiliation

N/A
D G less than 50 years of age or achievedsignificance

within the past 50 years

Architect/Builder

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explainthesignificanceofthepropertyononeormore
continuationsheets.)

SidnevH. andHannahM. Graves

9.MajorBibliographical References

Bibliography
(Citethebooks,articles,andothersourcesusedinpreparingthisformononeormorecontinuationsheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
0 preliminarydeterminationof individuallising (36CFR 67)
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#

181StateHistoricPreservationOffice
0 Other Stateagency
0 Federalagency
0 Localgovemment
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0 Other

Nameof repository:

KansasStateHistoricalSociety0 recordedby HistoricAmericanEngineering

Record#



NameofProperty MinorSodHouse CountyandState RawlinsCounty,KS

10.GeographicalData

Acreageof PropertyOneacre

UTM References

(PlaceadditionalUTM referenceson a continuationsheet)
1

W
Zone

2

W
3WZone

4W
0 Seecontinuationsheet

VerbalBoundaryDescription
(Describetheboundariesofthepropertyona continuationsheet)

BoundaryJustification
(Explainwhytheboundarieswereselectedona continuationsheet)

11. Form PreparedBy

Name/title FredM.Juenemann

Organization Date August2004

525Main,P.O.Box206 Telephone 785-694-2575Street&number

Cityortown Brewster State KS Zipcode 67732

AdditionalDocumentation
Submit the followingitemswith the completedform:

ContinuationSheets

Maps
A USGSmap(7.5or15minuteseries)indicatingtheproperty'slocation.

.ASketchmapforhistoricdistrictsandpropertieshavinglargeacreageornumerousresources.
Photographs

Representativeblackandwhitephotographsoftheproperty.
Additionalitems

(Checkwith SHPOor FPOfor any additionalitems)

Property Owner

name BuellandRuthBirney

street&number 3002CountyRoad3 telephone

statecity or town Brewster KS zip code 67732

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This informationis beingcollectedforapplicationsto the NationalRegisterof HistoricPlacesto nominatepropertiesfor listingor
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PreservationAct, as amended(16) U.S.C.470 et seq.).
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Washington,DC 20503
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Narrative Description

The Minor Sod House is a one-story abode consisting of two structures. The main
structure has a simple-rectangular plan with 24-inch thick walls of stacked native-sod
bricks. The end walls extend above the sidewalls to form a peak to support a gabled
roof. A small, wood-framed lean-to is attached to the east side on the south end. The
exterior of the main structure is cement, and the addition is stucco. The whole roof is
covered with galvanized, corrugated tin. A chimney of red brick rises above the center of
the roof of the main structure. The sod house is approximately 48' by 19' with its length
running north and south. The lean-to addition is 16' by 10'. A cement-walled root cellar
is located just southwest of the house.

Double-framed sash windows on all sides of the house are set in their wells toward the
edge of the outer walls. Two exterior doors lead to the interior. One is centered on the
south gable side. The other is near center of the west eave side.

The interior length of the main structure is divided into three, almost equal sections. The
south section is the kitchen/dining room. The middle section is the living room. The
north section is divided length-wise into two bedrooms. All the interior sod walls of the
main structure are covered with plaster. The ceilings are plastered lathe. The lean-to
addition is split into two rooms. The south is a contemporary kitchen, and the north is a
bathroom with modem facilities. The ceilings are sheetrock, and the walls are sheetrock
and rustic wood. All the floors are cement. The house has been wired for lights and
electrical outlets. Two propane stoves supply heating.

The house is located on the bottom land of the South Fork Beaver Creek in southwest
Rawlins County, Kansas. Large Chinese Elms to the south shade the house in the
summer, and a small cedar windbreak to the north protects it in the winter. There are
native pastures to the east and south with farmland to the north and west. A maintained
dirt road services the house.
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The original sod house is a rectangular one-story structure approximately 48' long by 19'
wide. It was built in 1907. The length of the building runs north and south. The 8' high
eave walls and the 12' high peaked gable walls are constructed entirely of native-sod
bricks. The sod bricks are stacked upon themselves with the grass side down to fonn a
wall about 2' thick. The bricks are stacked on the ground with no other foundation
material. The sod exterior is protected with a cement covering that was originally applied
about 1918. Major repairs were made in 1964, and the walls show evidence of extensive
patching over the years. The exterior was painted for the first time in spring of 2001.

The gabled roof of the soddy is constructed of dimensional lumber and consists of a
ridge, rafters, and joists. It is solid sheeted and covered with galvanized, corrugated
metal. Originally the roofhad wood shingles, but they were replaced with metal in 1964.
The eaves overhang the sidewalls approximately 12" and have open soffits. The end
walls have a 9-inch overhang and the soffits are covered with tin. A 2' tall red brick
chimney rises out of the peak of the roof about 15' from the south end.

There are nine double-sash windows set into the sod walls around the house. The sash
are not double hung, but are stacked upon each other. They do not open. They are also
nailed into the window frames from the outside; therefore, the windows were put in place
before the window frames were covered with sod. The window frames do not extend into
the full width of the walls. These are 2X6 frames with the window sash nailed in from
the outside of the frame. Each window is about 24" wide by 57" tall. All the windows
are single, except for a double window in the living room on the west wall. Each window
is set into its well near the outside edge of the wall. This leaves deep window wells on
the inside of the house. The sills are made of concrete slabs that cover the entire wells.
A 3" thick plank was laid above each window opening to support the sod over the
window frames. All windows, except one, consist of two panes. The exception has 6
panes above and one below.

There are two door openings leading into the interior. One is centered on the south gable
end. The other is near the center of the west eave side. Both openings have new (2001)
wood-frame screen doors on the outside of the house. The south door has a window and
is an older, paneled door. The west door is a flush, windowless door and was replaced in
2001. Both door openings are framed with 2" lumber and have a heavy plank supporting
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the sod above them. The south opening has a 12" frame with the door hung near the
outside wall. This makes it very similar to door openings in modem day construction
except for the deep wall, interior to the door. The west doorway has a frame extending
completely through the wall. The door is hung even with the interior wall. This forms a
deep cavity, almost a small hallway, between the screen door and the main door.

The lean-to addition is about 10' wide byl6' long and sits on the south end of the east
side of the soddy. It was built sometime soon after the Minors bought the place in 1909.
It has 2X4 wood framing with a concrete foundation. The walls are sheeted with inch
lumber and covered with stucco. The walls start at about 8' high next to the soddy and
slope east to about 5.5' high. It has the same roofing material as the main structure.
There are two windows on the east and one on the south. Each is a double-frame sash
window with double panes. The windows are not double hung and do not open. There
was a single window on the north side, but it was removed while remodeling in 2001.
The exterior of the window opening is covered with a sheet of tin.

The south room of the soddy, the kitchen/dining room, is about 14' 5" long by 13.5'
wide. All inside measurements are approximate because of the irregularity of the walls.
Just inside the door to the east, is a hand pump and sink. A cased well is located directly
under the pump. The water table is about 12' down with the well extending 13 feet into
the water. The sink drains into a shallow cistern about 30' east of the well. The drain

originally ran into a small ditch about 50 east of the house. The old line was partially
abandoned and shortened in 2001.

There are two windows in the kitchen/dining room. One is on the south wall, west of the
entrance. The other is centered on the west wall. All windows in the original sod
structure have about 1.5' deep wells with poured concrete sills. Besides the south
entrance, there are three doorways leading from this room. Two, on the east wall, go
through the sod wall leading to the modern kitchen and the bathroom. Both of these
doorways have paneled doors hung on the outer side of the walls, opening into the
addition. The other doorway, leading into the living room, is in the east side of the north
wall and has no door.

The walls throughout the sod house are very uneven and covered with a smooth plaster.
Originally, the walls were covered with a coarse, rough plaster. The plaster was removed
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shortly after the Minors moved into the house in 1909. It was then replaced with a
smoother, finer plaster. The ceilings are lathed and plastered. The are very uneven in
height, ranging from 7'8" to 7' 11" in the kitchen/dining room. The uneven height is due
to warping and settling of the ceiling joists.

A red brick chimney is located in the middle of the south wall. This chimney serves to
exhaust both the wood cook stove in the kitchen/dining room and the heat stove in the
living room.

The floor in the kitchen/dining room is concrete. It was originally wood but was placed
with concrete sometime in the 1940s. The concrete was covered with linoleum at an

unknown date. The concrete had some large cracks and showed extensive deterioration,
especially in the area near the cook stove. These were repaired in 2001 and the floor was
painted. A large oval braided rug now covers much of the floor. The floor rises 3 to 4
inches going into the living room. This is probably because the floors in the living room
and the bedrooms were not replaced until 1964. Evidently, less dirt was removed from
these rooms before the new concrete floor was poured than was removed when the south
room was repaired years earlier.

The house was wired for electricity in 1951. A small fuse panel with round plug fuses
and pull-out blocks is located high on the north wall. There are two ceramic light fixtures
in the ceiling. Each holds a single light bulb. The light switch and two electrical outlets
are mounted on the south wall. This dividing wall is constructed of2X4lumber and lathe
and plaster. A hook for holding a coal oillantem still protrudes from the ceiling.

The middle room or living room, is 14'5" wide by 15' long. The walls and ceiling are
finished the same as the other rooms in the main sod structure. The ceiling is lower than
in the south room, 7'3" to 7'7", because the concrete floor sits higher in this room and the
two bedrooms. The concrete floor is much newer and smoother than in the south room.
It is also painted and partially covered with an oval braided rug. Before 2001, it was also
covered with linoleum.

There is one ceramic light fixture in the middle of the ceiling. Near the fixture is a large
hook for hanging a coal oillantem. The light switch is on the south wall separating the
south and middle rooms. One electrical outlet is on the south wall, and one is on the
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north walL

A door leading to the outside is on the south end of the west walL The only double
windows in the house are located on this west walL Between the door and the windows
is a framed opening with a glass front through which the sod structure of the house may
be viewed. Another window is located near the center of the east walL

As mentioned earlier, the wall between the south room and the middle room is 2X4
construction covered with lathe and plaster. A free-standing propane stove stands near
this wall and is vented into the chimney behind it. The north wall between the middle
room and the two north bedrooms is the same type of construction with a doorway into
each bedroom. Both doorways are noticeably crooked and have slat doors opening into
the bedrooms.

The north 1/3 of the soddy is divided, north to south, into two equally-sized bedrooms.
Each are 13' 4" deep and about 7' wide, A 2X4, lathe and plaster wall divides the two
rooms. A light switch and electrical outlet are located on this wall in both rooms. Each
has a single light-bulb fixture located near the center of the ceiling. Each has a north
window and a window on the east or the west side. The floors are painted concrete
partially covered by area rugs. AI" rod runs from the exterior of the east sod wall to the
exterior of the west sod wall. This rod was inserted through the walls long ago to keep
the two walls from spreading. It is located about 1' inside the bedrooms a little of 6'
above the floor. This rods doubles as a rod for hanging clothes in the bedrooms.

There is very little wood trim in the old house. Each of the interior doorways and the
exterior door in the middle room is trimmed with 1X4 flat lumber. The base of the
kitchen/dining room sod walls has a six inch wood trim that actually wraps around the
curve of the openings through the walls. Some of this baseboard was replaced with joint
compound in 2001 to repair rot and termite damage.

The lean-to addition is divided through the middle into two equally sized rooms. Both are
9.5' deep by 7.5'wid~. The south room was a bedroom and is now a kitchen. The north
room was a pantry and is now a bathroom.. A low slat door on the east end of the
dividing wall connected the two rooms. When plumbing was added in 2001, this door
was closed off in the south room.
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It can be opened in the north room for access to some of the plumbing. The floor is
concrete covered with new linoleum in 2001. The original wood floor was replaced with
concrete in the 1940s and has since heaved and cracked. The cracks were filled and
some of the lifting fixed in 2001 when water and sewer lines were placed under the floor.

The wall between the two rooms is sheeted with horizontal 1" lumber. The kitchen side,
sheeted in 2001, is old siding from a wash house that originally stood just east of the
addition. The bathroom side is planed lumber installed when the addition was built. The
north wall of the bathroom is also siding from the old wash house. The walls against the
sod house are plaster. The other three walls are plaster board. All the electrical wiring in
the addition is exposed except for the bathroom vanity lights and outlet. These were
installed during the 2001 remodeling.

A small propane heater sits in the bathroom and is vented with galvanized pipe through
the ceiling. A water heater is in the kitchen and is also vented through the ceiling. The
ceilings are plaster board which is nailed directly to the ceiling rafters. There is no
insulation in the 3.5" gap between the ceiling and the tin roof.

An opening into the attic is located in the south room of the sod house. The attic contains
no insulation. The exposed wiring is 2-wire cable with no ground wire. The warped
ceiling joists are very noticeable from the attic. Also, the sod gables are exposed and
visible from the attic.

The site, upon the which the soddy sits, is relatively level. It slopes gradually to the north
toward the dry South Fork Beaver Creek which is 1/4 mile away. A small ditch, draining
to the north, is located about 50' east of the house. To the south and east of the soddy lies
rolling hills of native pasture land. Directly north of the house is leveled irrigation farm
land. Farm ground also lies across the road to the west. There a number oflarge Chinese
Elm trees and some Box Elder trees around the house. Several huge stumps and large
logs show that large Cottonwood trees used to grow here. A small wind break of Eastem
Red Cedar trees is located to the north of the house.

The only other structures near the sod house are a root cellar and a small garage.. The
root cellar is about 20' south of the house, and the garage is just south of the cellar. The


