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street & number 501 North Main I:I not for publication
city or town  Hutchinson I:I vicinity

state Kansas code KS county Reno code 155  zip code 67501

3-4. Certification

The above property has been determined eligible for both the Register of Historic Kansas Places and the National
Register of Historic Places. The property has been documented and recorded on a National Register of Historic Places
nomination form, which serves as the official register nomination for this property.

The Historic Sites Board of Review has determined that this property meets the documentation standards for registering
properties in the Register of Historic Kansas Places.
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1. Name of Property

Historic name Hotel Stamey

Other names/site number Stamey Hotel; Landmark Hotel; KHRI 155-2660-0162

Name of related Multiple Property Listing

2. Location

Street & number 501 N. Main not for publication
City or town Hutchinson vicinity

State Kansas Code KS County Reno Code 155 Zip code 67501

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this _x__ nomination ___ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property _x _ meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this
property be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:

___national __ statewide X _local Applicable National Register Criteria: _x A _ B x C D
%&] 4/30/2024

Signature of certifying official/Title Katrina Ringler, Deputy SHPO Date

Kansas State Historical Society
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property x meets ___ does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of commenting official Date

Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

4. National Park Service Certification

| hereby certify that this property is:
entered in the National Register determined eligible for the National Register

determined not eligible for the National Register removed from the National Register

other (explain:)

Listed in the National Register of Historic Places on June 17, 2024
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.)

Category of Property
(Check only one box.)

X | private X | building(s)
public - Local district
public - State site
public - Federal structure

object

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing

1 buildings
sites
structures
objects

1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

DOMESTIC: Hotel

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Vacant/Not in Use

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

LATE 19" and 20" CENTURY REVIVALS: Late

Gothic Revival

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions.)

foundation: Concrete

walls: Brick

roof:  Asphalt

other: Limestone detailing
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Narrative Description

Summary

The Hotel Stamey is a five-story concrete structure with red brick facade that is located in the northern section
of Hutchinson’s central business district. Positioned at the northwest corner of Fifth Avenue and Main Street,
the hotel was built in 1923 two blocks north of the Santa Fe rail line and depot. The building has a rectangular
footprint, shallow lightwell in the center of the north facade, and flat/tapered roof behind a crenulated brick
parapet with terracotta cap. Glazed terracotta detailing divides the ground floor from the upper facade and the
fifth floor and parapet. Paneled terracotta window surrounds and raised parapets accent the central entry bay
on the front (Main Street) facade and the hotel entry bay and end bays on the south (Fifth Avenue) facade.
The use of contrasting ornament on the dark brick facade and detailing that includes the crenulated parapet
and use of quoining to define building corners and accent vertical bays are distinguishing characteristics of the
Collegiate Gothic style. With storefront bays along the east and south street facades, the hotel was designed
with rental commercial spaces as well as street frontage for the hotel lobby and restaurant. An elevator and
open stair were located opposite the hotel entrance providing access to upper floors that contained a mixture
of single and double rooms around a central corridor. The hotel housed some office suites from the beginning
and ultimately was converted to apartments 1958-1963. First-floor commercial spaces also saw modifications
to configuration and finishes to meet changes in function but primary building entrances and the hotel lobby
remain. The exterior of the building retains a high degree of historic integrity with the only major alterations
occurring at storefront windows and awnings. Interior integrity is moderate, compromised by the conversion to
apartments and long-term lack of maintenance however, historic interior features and finishes include the main
stair with cast iron and wood balustrades, plaster walls and ceilings in some areas, coffered wood ceiling
beams and mosaic tile with marble baseboards in hotel lobby and restaurant, and some extant wood trim on
upper floors. The building’s exterior clearly conveys its original design and construction.

Elaboration

Site/Context

The Hotel Stamey was built at 501 N. Main Street two blocks north of the Santa Fe Depot (the tracks cross
Main just south of Third Avenue). The former Rock Island Depot and tracks cross S. Main Street at Avenue D
seven block south of the Santa Fe Depot. Hutchinson’s core downtown area is focused between the two
railroads. The Carnegie Library had been built at 427 N. Main in 1904 and the Zion Lutheran Church
previously stood on the hotel site but dwellings still lined much of North Main when the hotel was built in 1922-
23. The 1920s were however, a decade of transition when ownership of automobiles became commonplace
and auto-related businesses developed along major routes in town. By 1929, only two dwellings remained on
the west side of the 500 and 600 blocks of N. Main. Today the concentration of historic commercial buildings
in downtown Hutchinson remains south of the Santa Fe tracks at Third Avenue. However, a cluster of historic
commercial buildings line the 300-500 blocks of N. Main. The five-story Hotel Stamey is the most-prominent
building in the area towering above the blocks of one- and two-story buildings on North Main.

The hotel is free-standing on a corner lot and has a rectangular footprint that spans the entire depth of the lot
to a rear alley. Lots 23 and 24 north of the hotel are now on the same legal parcel as the hotel. A dwelling
remained north of the hotel in 1929 fronting Main Street and a warehouse was located at the rear of the lots.
Cross & Beck, owners of the hotel at the time, bought Lots 23 and 24 in 1946 to provide private parking for
hotel guests. The dwelling and warehouse had been removed by that time. There have been no known
alterations to the hotel site since that time.

Located on the northwest corner of N. Main and Fifth Avenue, public sidewalks run along the south and east
sides of the hotel. Diagonal parking is available along N. Main Street while parallel parking is in place along
Fifth Avenue. A paved alley abuts the rear of the building on the west with a small paved private parking lot
north of the building.
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Exterior

Hotel Stamey, with its red brick facade and glazed terracotta detailing, is an excellent commercial example of
the Collegiate Gothic style. Prominent detailing including the crenulated parapet and projecting finials as well
as quoining at the building corners and window surrounds are defining characteristics of the style.

The hotel is a five-story concrete structure with basement and a flat/tapered roof with asphalt coating. While
the ground floor has a rectangular footprint, the upper four floors are U-shaped with a narrow light well in the
center of the north facade. An elevator penthouse rises above the roofline just inside the north lightwell. The
long narrow building is three bays wide and five bays long with two to five windows per bay. Exterior walls are
dark red brick with contrasting glazed terracotta detailing. With storefronts along the south and east facades,
the lower facade features tan brick also with terracotta base and detailing. Projecting terracotta cornices
separate the first-floor storefronts from the upper facade and the parapet from the main body of the facade.
Additionally, a string course forms a continuous sill at fifth-floor windows creating another horizontal division on
the upper facade. Terracotta quoins define the corners of the street facades and quoined surrounds pair
windows in the center bay of each floor. The brick parapet has crenulations with a terracotta cap. The center
bay is topped by a raised ornamental terracotta parapet creating a vertical emphasis on the center bay.
Stacked vertical blocks define the bays along the parapet with finials rising above the parapet. The windows
are 3/1 double-hung wood units in fair to poor condition. Two single windows are located on the outer bay of
the upper floors with a pair of windows in the center bay.

A central entrance is flanked by a commercial storefront at the Main Street facade. Each opening features a
guoined terracotta surround and transoms with curved interior corners. Each storefront has a central entrance
with flanking display windows over a terracotta base and leaded prism glass transom. The transoms feature a
single band of blue glass inset around the perimeter. At least some of the original glass in extant in varying
condition. The front entrance was originally a pair of multi-light wood doors with shaped canopy above (shown
in postcard views, not photos). The existing is a single aluminum-framed glass door with sidelight and the
canopy has been removed. A contemporary flat metal canopy is present at the south storefront bay and wraps
around the southeast corner along the south storefront bays to the entrance in the center of the south facade.

While the hotel fronted Main Street on the east and featured two commercial storefronts on that side, the
primary hotel entrance was always located at the center of the south facade. The Fifth Avenue facade was
similarly detailed to the front, Main Street facade with the central entry bay featuring paired windows and finials
rising above the parapet. Flanking the center bay is the main body of the upper facade with five windows per
floor. Unlike the front facade, the end bays of the east facade feature quoined terracotta window surrounds as
well as terracotta panels between the paired windows on each floor creating a vertical band of terracotta
framing the long red brick facade. A band of rosettes are located below the stringcourse at the sill of the fifth-
floor windows and these windows have a shallow arched terracotta lintel with tracery panel above topped by an
ornamental shaped parapet that rises above the crenulated parapet.

Storefronts along the south facade were similar to those on the east. The south hotel entry had an ornate flat
metal canopy between a three-panel transom and recessed entrance with sidelights. The canopy structure
remains but the ornate fascia is missing. Three storefront bays are located on each side of the entry, two small
bays flanking a wider central bay. The wide bay west of the entrance was the hotel dining room with a
separate entry and paneled prism-glass transom. The small storefront at the west end of the south facade and
the small storefront east of the central hotel entrance also has direct street entrances. The rest of the
storefront bays are composed of display windows over terracotta bulkheads with prism glass transoms above.

The west and north facades are simple red brick with no terracotta ornamentation but the 3/1 double-hung

wood windows were consistent in style on all sides of the building. The west alley facade is four bays wide

with a single opening in each bay. The second bay from the south houses a door instead of window on the

upper floor accessing a metal fire escape on the rear of the building. A single door opening at the north end of

the west facade was the only masonry opening on the ground floor. The north facade is three bays wide with

the center bay recessed to form a narrow light well. A single door near the elevator is the only ground floor
4
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opening on the north facade. While the massing is symmetrical, the articulation of window openings is not.
The end bays are the same width but the east bay has six windows per floor while the west has five. The
recessed center bay has a single window opening per floor facing the light well. From the east there are two
single windows, two small windows (bathrooms), a single window, pair of windows, single window and one
small window (bathroom). All windows except the small bathroom windows are the same size with 3/1 lights;
the bathroom windows have 1/1 lights. The windows on secondary facades have header course brick sills and
hidden lintels.

Exterior alterations have been minor over that past one hundred years. In addition to the contemporary
storefront canopy and removal of the original canopy at the front entrance, news articles document the addition
of large roof top sign in four-foot neon letters in 1932, reported to be the largest sign in the city (since
removed).! Doors have been replaced at the primary building entrances on the south and east and display
windows were downsized in the southeast commercial space. The existing wood windows on the upper
facades are in poor condition with numerous missing sashes and rotted frames. Much of their deteriorated
condition occurred in recent years however approximately twenty percent of the windows were damaged and
replaced following a boiler explosion at 513 N. Main in 1944. The building has been vacant since 2014 and in
2015 a water leak was discovered only after someone reported water pouring out of fourth- and fifth-floor
windows onto the street, and in 2021 a freak wind storm blew sashes out of numerous upper windows causing
the city to board up openings in the building. Both events resulted in damage to windows. The original prism
glass transom panels have also been boarded, some bays on the inside and out but glass is present in at least
some locations. Although in need of windows and maintenance, the exterior of the building clearly conveys the
hotel's original design and construction.

Interior

No original drawings have been found for the Hotel Stamey but the 1922 Sanborn Map and newspaper
descriptions at its 1923 opening provide clues to the original configuration as do extant historic features
including the storefronts and entrances. The building was designed with two rental storefronts facing Main
Street with a central door that provided access to the hotel. A local drug store had signed a lease for the
southeast corner space during construction and remained in that location for forty years. The northeast
storefront originally housed an office. A wide corridor spanned from the Main Street entrance back to the hotel
lobby between the two storefronts. The hotel lobby was accessed directly from the central entrance on Fifth
Avenue. The drug store had an interior door off the hotel lobby for patrons entering from the south. An open
stair and elevator were located on the north wall of the lobby as was access to the ladies’ room and a writing
room on the mezzanine and men’s room a half level down toward the basement. The mezzanine and men’s
room remain but have been unused for years. The west wall of the lobby opened to the coffee shop and dining
room with the kitchen located in the northwest corner of the floor. A small single storefront at the west end of
the south facade was later taken over by an expansion of the dining room. By 1949 a small interior
commercial space had been partitioned at the west end of the northwest storefront. Today the only extant
interior walls on the ground floor are the small storefront at the west end of the floor and a non-historic wall that
may reflect the location of the original kitchen in the northwest corner of the first floor. Original ground-floor
wall partitions were gypsum block with plaster finish with remnants extant. Walls have formerly been removed
between the lobby and dining room and between the east entrance and the two east storefronts (eliminating
the central corridor). The later occurred as part of the conversion to an apartment hotel 1958-1963 when the
dining room/restaurant was moved from its original location to the east end of the ground floor in the two
former storefronts. It appears that the former east building entrance became the restaurant entrance although
the doors remain in the two east storefronts. An exterior door was formerly added in the small storefront bay
east of the hotel entrance on the south facade suggesting that an additional commercial space was leased with
direct exterior access. The west storefront bay was returned to a separate storefront at an undocumented
date, after it had been made a part of the hotel dining room in 1946. These modifications changed the original
circulation patterns on the ground floor but original building entrances and interior features including the main
stair and elevator remain to convey original circulation through the building.

L Hutchinson News. 17 Sep 1932, 11.
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Existing historic finishes include remnants of plaster walls, primarily on perimeter walls of most floors. Plaster
ceilings are extant in most locations but in poor condition in many locations. On the first floor, the hotel lobby
and dining room had wood beams on the plaster ceiling, a feature that remains in place although missing the
original wall brackets. In isolated locations, paneled wood wainscot is in place in the hotel lobby. Although
original descriptions of the hotel interior touted hardwood floor in the dining room (used for dancing), there is
patterned ceramic hex tile in the hotel lobby and original dining room, which may date to an early remodel.
Pieces of black marble baseboards are also in place in portions of the lobby and dining room. The railing is
missing from the ground-floor of the main stair but the stair is intact from the second floor up to the fifth floor.
The newell posts and balusters are cast iron with wood top rails. Portions of the stairs have been enclosed for
plumbing and fire separation on the upper floors but the original stair design is clearly discernable.

The main stair and elevator provided access to the upper floors creating a ‘T’ shaped circulation path on the
upper floors. The east end of the corridor dead-ended into hotel rooms/suites but the corridor extended to the
west end of the building where a door accessed an exterior fire escape on each of the upper floors. The
precise original layout of the hotel rooms on each floor is unknown except from narrative descriptions at the
hotel opening that reported 120 rooms, each floor having both single and double rooms with suites and offices
on the fifth floor.? Sixty-eight of the hotel room reportedly had bathroom, a feature that is extant in a couple of
existing rooms. The original baths had a raised floor with hex tile flooring. Many of the existing partition walls,
including corridor walls have sheetrock finish reflecting the apartment conversion but plaster remains on some
partition walls on upper floors. Wood flooring remains throughout upper floors but all appear previously to
have been covered with floor coverings. Baseboards have generally been removed throughout as have most
doors and casings. The window trim varies including locations on the same floor with squared plaster returns
and openings with historic wood casings. Wood stools and aprons are extant at most windows regardless of
casing style. Original trim has formerly been painted in many locations although trim with original stained and
varnished finish remains at most windows in main stairway and some individual rooms.

Early modifications to the first floor are described above and air-conditioning was installed in the hotel in the
early 1950s. The first major interior alterations occurred by floor when the building was purchased in the late
1950s and converted to apartments. Additional apartment modifications likely occurred with subsequent
changes in ownership —in 1978 and 2014. Although renovation plans were announced after the 2014 sale, it
appears no work was done after the property was vacated that year. Some interior locations are in worse
condition than others due largely to a 1974 fire that damaged parts of three floors, and moisture damage from
roof leaks and window damage during the past decade while the building has been vacant.®

The interior of the building retains a moderate to low level of historic integrity yet still conveys primary
components of its original design and construction including circulation flow through the building, the building
entrances, stair and elevator, and corridor configuration throughout the upper floors. Additionally, while historic
finishes are not intact throughout the interior of the building, there are sufficient remnants of historic finishes, in
addition to historic descriptions, to provide documentation for rehabilitation purposes.

2 “New Hotel to be Ready for Bankers.” Hutchinson Gazette. 25 Jan 1923, 4.
3 Ken Stephens. “Landmark Building to be sold to Wichita couple” Hutchinson News. 3 Dec 2014. Accessed online 22
July 2023 at hutchnews.com.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National
Register listing.)

A Property is associated with events that have made a
X significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

I:l D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)
Property is:

A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D acemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

Period of Significance (justification)

Areas of Significance

Commerce

Architecture

Period of Significance

1922 - 1963

Significant Dates
1923

1958

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
Hulse, W.E., architect

Stamey-Mackey Construction Company, builders

The period of significance spans from 1922 -1963 encompassing the original design and construction, the building’s
heyday as one of the city’s premier hotels, and its conversion to apartments 1958-1963.

Criteria Considerations (justification)
N/A
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Narrative Statement of Significance

(Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of
significance, and any applicable criteria considerations.)

Summary

The Hotel Stamey, Hutchinson, Reno County, Kansas, is hominated to the National Register of Historic Places
as a locally-significant resource under Criteria A— Commerce and Criteria C — Architecture. The period of
significance for the property is 1922 — 1963 spanning from the building’s design and construction to its
conversion to apartments between 1958 and 1963.

The hotel, which remained under local ownership for the first twenty years, is an excellent example of a local
commercial development that continued to serve the needs of the community for eighty years. Realizing that
their town needed an impressive hotel to entice business and tradesmen to the city, local business leaders
came together and formed the Fifth Avenue Building Company in 1922 with the expressed goal of building a
modern hotel. They succeeded in their efforts with the opening of the Hotel Stamey the following year. From
the start the hotel was home to more than travelers, it quickly became a gathering spot on North Main. The
fifth floor housed the offices of several local businesses and the hotel included suites to serve traveling
salesmen where they could show their wares in one room and sleep in the other. A local drug store was
located in one of the storefronts and the hotel’s Stamey Coffee Shop catered to locals as well as travelers,
offering a special merchant’s lunch for fifty cents and served local residents, becoming known for their Sunday
and Thanksgiving dinners. Civic clubs including the Kiwanis and various women’s groups used the Stamey
dining room for club meetings and throughout its history, the hotel functioned as a social and civic center for
the Hutchinson business community. The Stamey Hotel was converted to apartments in the early 1960s and
continued to serve as a hub on North Main. Reflecting its prominent role in the Hutchinson business
community, the Hotel Stamey is significant in the area of Commerce

The hotel is also significant under Criteria C in the area of Architecture as a representative of the work of a
local architect W. E. Hulse, and local builder Stamey-Mackey Construction Company. Hutchinson architect W.
E. Hulse’s designs of schools and courthouses in the 1920s and 1930s are well documented in Kansas and
across the midwestern United States. Among Hulse’s commissions was Reno County’s art deco courthouse in
Hutchinson. Hulse worked with builder C.W. Stamey, for whom the hotel would be named, and a group of local
businessmen who formed the Fifth Avenue Building Company to construct a much-needed elegant hotel for the
growing city. Hulse and Stamey also partnered on other local buildings including the 1910 Hutchinson High
School (demolished). Reflecting the popular Collegiate Gothic style, the Hotel Stamey’s dark red brick facade
features glazed terracotta detailing that includes a crenulated parapet and quoining at the center and end bays,
traditional characteristics of the style. The building retains a high degree of integrity clearly communicating its
original Collegiate Gothic design.

Elaboration

A Growing City

The city of Hutchinson was founded in 1871 by Indian Agent and Baptist Preacher C. C. Hutchinson, who in
agreement with the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad (ATSF), platted the one-square-mile town where
the rail bridge would cross the Little Arkansas River. Hutchinson aligned Main Street with the north star and
named the principle east/west street after his future wife, Gertrude Sherman. Soon he would establish the
town’s first bank. Within a year Hutchinson would be incorporated as a city of third class, fast on its way to
becoming a vital trading center. Among the earliest businesses were two general stores, a grocery store, a
hardware and implement concern, a livery, and a hotel run by J.S. Fay.* The city began its rapid rise in the

4 Frank Blackmar. Kansas: a cyclopedia of state history, embracing events, institutions, industries, counties, cities, towns,
prominent persons... Vol. 3. Chicago: Standard Pub. Co., 1912, 891-93. Transcribed by Tom & Carolyn Ward. Accessed
online on 20 Jul 2023, at https://www.ksgenweb.org/archives/1912/h/hutchinson.html.
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1880s when Reno County gained territory positioning Hutchinson to its geographic center and then logically
the town became the county seat. Before the end of the decade three major railroads (ATSF, Chicago, Rock
Island and Pacific, and Missouri Pacific) transected the town and successful wheat farming in the surrounding
area fed a burgeoning milling industry.® Extraction of salt from the surrounding hills began as early as 1875,
but exploded two years later when Hutchinson resident Ben Blanchard first discovered an underground deposit
when searching for oil. By 1889, Hutchinson had ten salt plants shipping two million barrels of salt annually.®
Hutchinson experienced the 1890s depression much as others areas across the country, banks and
businesses closed and the population decreased as residents decided to try their luck elsewhere, but the
community rebounded with the dawning of the new century.

Between 1900 and 1920 Hutchinson’s population more than doubled from approximately 9,400 to almost
24,000. Hutchinson established a strong manufacturing capability that it maintained well into the second half
of the twentieth century. In 1912 there were 170 wholesale shipping and manufacturing firms in the city.” With
the business prosperity, Hutchinson added a new library, courthouse, electric streetcar, and paved streets. By
1911 Hutchinson was the fifth largest city in the state. In addition to rail access, the city was well placed on the
new and improving American automobile highway system. Located on U.S. Highway 50 South, initially known
as the New Santa Fe Trail, as well as Kansas Highways 17 and 96, Hutchinson was serviced by the roads
Americans would travel and they intersected in the city at the corner of Fifth Avenue and Main Street. By
1926, six railroad lines served Hutchinson including three ATSF lines, the Rock Island, the Missouri Pacific,
and the Arkansas Valley Interurban (an electric line).

With the discovery of oil in the El Dorado field near Wichita in 1915, Reno County became one of many places
where men searched for riches underground. Marginal successes around Hutchinson began in 1922 and by
1924 Hutchinson experienced an influx of oilmen, drillers, speculators, suppliers, and their families.®
Hutchinson laid claim to the title “Oil Headquarters of the Southwest” as the gateway to the big developments
in oil fields in Barton, Rice, and Russell Counties. As the largest city in the area with miles of paved roads,
Hutchinson became home to many oil firms.?® By 1930, Reno County marketed 11,508 barrels of oil. Before
the end of the decade, 457 wells were drilled, with a total production of 21 million barrels.

Hutchinson’s economic sustainability was based upon its diversification. In addition to salt, oil, and agricultural
production, the wholesale grocery and warehousing facilities, and manufacturing kept Hutchinson afloat
through the Great Depression, and allowed it to flourish in the decades following WWII. During the war,
Hutchinson hosted a U.S. Naval Air Station, utilizing the Kansas State fairgrounds and the municipal airport for
temporary training quarters. Cessna Aircraft Company built a plant on the northwest side of Wichita, which
provided employment for many of Hutchinson’s residents. The plant doubled in size in 1959 and again in the
mid-1960s providing a continual boost to Hutchinson’s postwar economy.*?

The post-war era saw more sustained growth from manufacturing, wholesale markets, and distribution of
products, including ten public grain storage firms, the largest of which, the George E. Gano Grain Corp., stored
over 3,300,000 bushels.'* George Gano operated over sixty grain elevators around the region in 1946, was

5 Christie Davis. Hoke Building National Register Nomination. Washington, DC: National Parks Service, 2011, 6.

6 William D. Rexroad. A Time Line of Events in Reno County, Kansas: From Its Beginning Through 2001. Hutchinson:
Dolphin Publications, 2002. 2-6.

7 Deon Wolfenbarger. Commercial and Industrial Resources of Hutchinson Multiple Property Nomination. Washington,
DC: National Parks Service, 2003, E17.

8 Wolfenbarger. E3.

° Wolfenbarger, E28.

10 “Hutchinson the Gateway to Big Oil Development.” Hutchinson News. 7 Dec 1923, 1, and Hutchinson News. 23 Feb
1924, 27.

11 Wolfenbarger, E28.

12 Hutchinson News Centennial Edition. 4 Jul 1972, 64, 70.

13 Wolfenbarger, E7.
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President of the Hutchinson Board of Trade, and by the 1940s was a major stockholder in the Stamey Hotel
Corporation.!* Wholesale grocery companies had been an important part of Hutchinson’s economy since the
1910s, when four companies shipped $3.5M worth of goods in a year. The Guymon-Petro Mercantile Co. and
Dillons poured millions into the local economy into the 1950s and 1960s with distribution centers on the east
side of town and offices downtown through the early 2000s.® Later Kroger bought out Dillons and the
warehouse and distribution plant are still in use today.

In 1956, business leaders in Hutchinson founded the Hutchinson Industrial Development, Inc. in an attempt to
attract new manufacturing industries to their city. The initiative succeeded in a few cases, but all of the new
projects were outside the historic downtown core.!®

Hotel Stamey: A Hutchinson Collaboration

Early in the new century an historian described Hutchinson’s business community as comprised of “wide
awake businessmen”!’ who realized that their town needed an impressive hotel to entice business and
tradesmen to the city. Hutchinson hosted several large events such as the annual Kansas State Fair but had
few places to house the visitors. Most camped at the fairgrounds or slept in homes of local residents.
Hutchinson needed a meeting place. The towns people would choose a spot on the north side of town near
rail access and at the crossroads of the newly improved automobile highways.!8

The Fifth Avenue Building Company was formed in 1922 with the goal of building “one of the finest and most
modern buildings of the kind in the middle west.”*® Founding board members included builder Cleveland W.
Stamey, for whom the hotel would be named, Charles Mackey, Stamey’s business partner, Ralph L. Glascock,
Dr. H.G. Welsh, and Walter Grundy.?’® Through the years other members of the company included: architect
W.E. Hulse, H.F. King, Frank Jackson, C.G. Owston, Robert Brehm, George Hausam, George King, W.
Bolinger, J.U. Hausam, Jake Cripes, P.P. Friesen, Fred Cooter, and others.?* In the 1930s, Mrs. Edna Mackey
(Charles Mackey’s widow), George E. Gano, and C.E. Brown were elected to the board.?? By the early 1940s
George Gano was a majority stockholder.?®> The Stamey-Mackey Construction Company owned the lots on
which the hotel was built and the building company was granted a ninety-nine-year lease on the real estate.?

By September 1922 Hutchinson was booming with construction valued at over $2,000,000.%> One month later
forty-two building permits were issued including one for the new hotel that would be called the Stamey.?®
Construction barely had begun when advertisements began noting their proximity to the city’s newest
landmark. When completed the building was second in size only to the Rorabaugh-Wiley Building and twice as

14 When the hotel building was sold to Beck and Cross in 1943, George Gano was the largest stock holder. “Two Hotels
Purchased by Beck, Cross.” Hutchinson News. 11 Jan 1943, 1 and 9 Oct 1971, 4.

15 Wolfenbarger, E16.

16 Hutchinson News. 18 Nov 1965, 2.

17 Frank Blackmar. Kansas: a cyclopedia of state history, embracing events, institutions, industries, counties, cities, towns,
prominent persons, etc. Chicago: Pub. Co. Chicago: 1912. vol. 3, 708-709. Transcribed May 2002 by Carolyn Ward.
Accessed online on 11 Jul 2023 at https://www.ksgenweb.org/archives/1912/g/hutchinson.html.

18 “A New Five-Story Hotel for Fifth and Main Streets.” Hutchinson News. 9 Jun 1922, 1.

19 “Start New Hotel within Ten Days.” Hutchinson News. 1 Sep 1922, 7.

20 Hutchinson News. 21 Oct 1922, 11.

21 “A New Five-Story Hotel for Fifth and Main Streets.” Hutchinson News. 9 Jun 1922, 1 and “File Mandamus Action to
Force Transfer of Stock.” Hutchinson News. 27 Jan 1930, 2.

22 Hutchinson News. 22 Jan 1938, 8.

23 “Two Hotels Purchased by Beck, Cross.” Hutchinson News. 11 Jan 1943, 1

24 “A New Five-Story Hotel for Fifth and Main Streets.” Hutchinson News. 9 Jun 1922, 1.

25 “Two Million in Improvements.” Hutchinson News. 5 Sep 1922, 9.

26 Construction of the new hotel began in June, according to local news reports, but there was a conflict over the permit
that had to be ironed out before the city would make it official.
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large as the First National Bank Building.?’ The hotel represented an important northward expansion of the
city’s business district, adding a five-story beacon on the north side of the Santa Fe tracks.

The hotel was designed by architect W.E. Hulse and Co. and built by Stamey-Mackey Construction Company,
both of Hutchinson. All work on the building and most of its interior decor was undertaken by local firms. The
city widened Fifth Avenue to fifty-two feet, a twelve-foot expansion, allowing perpendicular parking without
interfering with the streetcar lines in the center of the road. Street lighting was added to illuminate the new
“White Way” to the hotel. The Stamey construction crew was determined to work straight through the winter
months to build the fine structure. Through frigid winds and zero temperatures crews of twenty worked day
and night pouring concrete mixed with salt water to prevent freezing. Thirty bonfires were tended round the
clock to warm the entire site, along with tarpaulins to hold in the warmth. The first floor alone required fifteen
train car loads of crush rock.?®

On October 7, 1922, The Hotel World announced that Claude Buchanan, former owner of the Hotel Allen in
Marceline, MO, and Willis Malone of Kansas City had taken a lease on a hotel now under construction in
Hutchinson, KS that was to cost $200,000.2° The two men hailed from Huntsville, MO and had known each
other since childhood. Malone, who had been manager of the 200-room Kupper Hotel in Kansas City for the
previous eleven years, was named as the office manager, while Buchanan oversaw the kitchen. The team
hired maitre de and chef Paul Hogan from the Blackstone Hotel in Chicago.*°

The men and their families were the first residents of the Stamey and worked hard to get it open. Claude
Buchanan and his wife made every pillow, stuffing two-and-one-half pounds of goose down in each of the 298
pillows.®* Buchanan and Malone selected furnishings for the hotel, much of it special ordered.*? The hotel was
fitted by local stores including $8,000 in mulberry and silver colored rugs from the Rorabaugh-Wiley Store, and
draperies that came in shades of pink and blue from Pegues-Wright Department Store.®* Four train car loads
of furniture and mattresses supplied the hotel.

The hotel interior shone with the most modern amenities available including a $2,500 ice water circulation
system that piped ice-cold water into a tap in every room. The lobby was fitted with 6,000 pounds of plate
glass, valued at $5,000.** The lobby and dining room furniture included walnut chairs and plate-glass top
tables. On the mezzanine floor off the lobby there were writing rooms and ladies’ restrooms. The elevator was
the most modern available with automatic device to prevent it from starting until the door was completed
closed, while another device prevented the elevator from freefall.

The Rose Room, the formal dining room of the hotel, was situated on the west end of the first floor and had a
75-person seating capacity. The two-inch oak hardwood floor was covered by a removable carpet to entice
social gatherings that included dancing. The room also had a balcony available for small parties. Off of the
lobby near the kitchen, the coffee shop, separated from the main lobby by an art-glass partition, was
considered the latest trend in hotel service. The coffee shop had a beamed ceiling with paneled walls and
porcelain-topped tables. The south side of the room was all windows that could be opened for fresh air
circulation that did not blow air directly on guests or tables.®* The coffee shop opened at noon on August 22,
1923, ready to “meet the general requirements of the traveling public as well as to serve the Hutchinson
patronage which will come here for meals.”®

27 “A New Five-Story Hotel for Fifth and Main Streets.” Hutchinson News. 9 Jun 1922, 1.
28 "Pouring concrete when near zero." Hutchinson News. 16 Dev 1922, 16.
2% The Hotel World. 7 Oct 1922, vol. 95, no. 15; 52. Accessed on books.google.com.
30 Hutchinson News. 27 Jan 1923, 1.
31 “Buchanan and Wife Made Every Pillow.” Hutchinson News. 22 Aug 1923, 17.
32 “Furniture is Ready for New Hotel.” Hutchinson Gazette. 11 Jan 1923, 3.
33 Hutchinson News. 13 Jan 1923, 22 & Hutchinson Gazette. 25 Jan 1923, 4.
34 “6,000 Pounds of Glass in Shipment.” Hutchinson News. 8 Jun 1923, 2.
35 “Service is Idea in Coffee Room.” Hutchinson News. 22 Aug 1923, 15.
36 “The Hotel Stamey.” Hutchinson News. 22 Aug 1923, 16.
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Alarge 48’ x 10’ kitchen was fitted with a Viking refrigerator, twelve quick-service ranges, two double ovens, a
cake griddle and waffle stove and a range with a meat oven.®” A long white enamel table with a cutting board
on each end supported the final preparation of the meals. A modern ventilation system prevented cooking
smells from wafting into the lobby or rooms above. The kitchen was well suited to serve over 1,500 diners in a
single setting, but the new managers boasted that with two shifts of five cooks each, the hotel could feed
60,000 if required.® The dish washing station was located at the east end of the kitchen with a hinged window
to pass dirty dishes from the dining room to the washer.

Each of the 120 rooms was fitted with an iron bed and wood furniture including two chairs, a dressing table, a
writing table, a small stand for a reading lamp and telephone capable of local and long-distance calls. Sixty-
eight rooms with baths had hot and cold running water with an additional ice water tap for drinking. Each floor
had single and double rooms. The double rooms were marketed to salesmen who could use the second room
for showing samples, rather than being relegated the basement or “a stray corner” of the hotel. On each floor,
five larger rooms were available for samples or banquets.® The versatility of the room designs likely aided the
Stamey to weather the 1930s and war years when men used the hotel for their business office, room and
board.

On opening day, Hutchinson residents were invited to see their new hotel and join in the celebration that went
from 11 AM to 8 PM on August 22, including a dance in the lobby. The local newspaper extolled, “Hutchinson
is proud of her new hotel...at this opening the public will have a chance to see what a really splendid place it
will be.”® Hotel Stamey’s location was considered “just right,” away from train noises, but convenient for
automotive travelers because it sat at the “meeting of the trails.”

Hotel Stamey was home to more than hotel guests. Architect W.E. Hulse designed his own office space on the
fifth floor with a reception room, private office, and a drafting room with space for eight drafting tables. His firm
occupied the space through the early 1930s. Also on the fifth floor, osteopath Mrs. Belle Davis shared a space
with stenographer Lulu Schrader, while oilman I.M. Rupard had his own office.*

Local Druggist Fred Weesner, who owned an existing store at 3 S. Main, announced before construction had
even begun, that he would open a drug store in the southeast corner of the hotel. The prime location would
feature all glass entrances on both Main and Fifth Avenue, as well as one into the hotel lobby.*?> The new store
in the Stamey was a partnership with another local druggist Woodburn Coffin. A modern carbonate soda
fountain was the highlight of the shop.

Within the first year the Main Street storefronts included the drug store at 501 N. Main and the Carey Real
Estate & Investment Company / Salt City Building Loan & Savings Assn. offices addressed at 503.4* The Fifth
Avenue storefronts included barber G.W. Roach, and the Hotel Stamey Coffee Shop on the corner, just past
the Rose Room (dining room).

The Stamey coffee shop catered to locals as well as travelers, offering a special merchant’s lunch for fifty cents
and special Sunday and Thanksgiving dinners.** Advertisements were placed in the local newspapers
including one for the high school. Civic clubs including the Kiwanis and various women’s groups used the

37 Hutchinson News. 22 Aug 1923, 15.
38 Experienced Man to Handle Food.” Hutchinson News. 22 Aug 1923, 15.
39 “New Hotel to be Ready for Bankers.” Hutchinson Gazette. 25 Jan 1923, 4.
40 Hutchinson News. 14 Aug 1923, 9.
41 R.L. Polk Hutchinson, Kansas City Directory, 1924. Kansas City, MO: R.L. Polk, 1924. Accessed on Ancestry.com in
U.S. City Directories 1822-1995 database on 23 July 2023.
42 “Start New Hotel within Ten Days.” Hutchinson News. 1 Sep 1922, 7.
43 R.L. Polk Hutchinson, Kansas City Directory, 1924.
44 The High School Buzz. 24 Jan 1924, 2.
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Stamey dining room for club meetings. The Lions Club secured the first date to use the new dining room.*
Conventions and events were booked starting in early 1924, the Kansas Governor made the hotel his
headquarters when Hutchinson hosted the 1924 Democratic State Convention.

Business boomed when in February 1924, oil was discovered near Hutchinson and a great influx of people
commenced. The local newspaper reported that while there were still offices for rent on the fifth floor, every
hotel room in the Stamey was taken. Manager Claude Buchanan reported that he had brought in three dozen
cots to have beds for the extra guests.*® In addition some people used their double hotel rooms as offices as
the owners had intended. Newspaper advertisements listed sales representatives for companies looking to
expand into the Hutchinson and other nearby markets including an automobile dealer Maxwell-Chrysler and
numerous oil drillers offering leases.*’

Harry Truman stayed at Hotel Stamey in November 1926, writing to his wife Bess on the eighth anniversary of
Armistice Day.*® In 1952, the hotel was chosen as the film location for the movie Wait till the Sun Shines,
Nellie. The star of the movie, Jean Peters, stayed at the hotel and was visited there by her boyfriend, Howard
Hughes. The hotel quickly became and remained a meeting place for locals and a haven for out-of-town
guests.

The original hotel operators Buchanan and Malone sold their lease to the Stamey in February 1925 to J.W.
Thompson, who had been managing hotels in Kansas City and Pittsburgh, KS.%® Just over a year later on April
2, 1926, the Hutchinson News announced that partners G.T. Morrow, Malcolm Conn, and Edna Rock of
Kansas City would take over management of Stamey Hotel from Thompson. The new partner’s tenure was
short-lived and three months later in July 1926, the Hotel Stamey lease was acquired by sisters Bessie Cohn
and Mollie Goldstein.

Throughout the entire life of Hotel Stamey it was managed by professional hoteliers. Two groups managed it
for all but the first three years, each bring years of hotel experience to Hutchinson. Two sisters Mollie
Goldstein and Bessie Cohn ran the hotel 1926-1939, then sold the lease to Larry Beck and William Cross, who
managed the hotel as part of their midwestern chain of hotels 1939-1957. While the stock ownership in the
hotel company changed during the three decades the building served as a hotel, ownership of the hotel
business remained in the hands of local businessmen until 1943, when hoteliers Cross and Beck, who had
been running the hotel since 1939, bought out the shareholders.

Prior to coming to Hutchinson, Pennsylvania natives Bessie (1867-1954) and Mollie (1864-1949)
Goldstein most recently had managed a hotel in Council Bluffs, IA, until that hotel was destroyed in a
downtown fire in December 1925, only months after the death of Bessie’s husband Solomon H. Cohn
(1865-1925). The sisters lost nearly everything including much of their investment in the hotel. They
began looking for a hotel in Kansas in the summer of 1926. Bessie and her husband Sol had lived in
Coffeyville, Kansas, where Sol had operated a successful wholesale cigar company. In 1911, following
the death of their mother, sisters Hannah (1864-1929) and Mollie arrived in Coffeyville. By 1917, Sol
was unable to work due to an injury and Bessie took over moving the family to Pittsburg, Kansas to
manage the Stilwell Hotel there. The family would manage and live in hotels for the rest of their lives.

The Goldstein sister’s influence was readily apparent and noticed by the Hutchinson community. Mollie
managed the Rose Room, which she redecorated in 1927. The sisters were avid members of civic

45 Hutchinson News. 14 Aug 1923, 9.
46 Hutchinson News. 1 Mar 1924.
47 Hutchinson News. 23 Jul 1924, 5.
48 Robert H. Ferrell. Dear Bess: The Letters from Harry to Bess Truman, 1910-1959. Columbia, MO: University of Missouri
Press, 1998. 325.
49 Hutchinson News. 6 Feb 1925, 6.
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organizations including Altrusa and the Ladies Auxiliary of the American Legion. Each year the sisters held
dinners at Christmas for the Western Union messenger boys and the newspaper delivery boys at the hotel’s
expense.®® In the late 1920s a local newspaper reported that many out-of-town women were making the
Stamey their go-to place, due to the welcoming management of the Goldstein sisters.

Some aspects of the hotel had not changed including the use of the fifth floor for office space. By 1927 the
offices were full of oilmen from financiers and to speculators and equipment salesmen. In June of that year the
newspaper reported that nine oil companies were using the Hotel Stamey as their business offices.>!

Many hotel guests were long-term renters. The 1930 Federal Census shows a few people listed as “guests” at
the hotel while most were categorized as “lodger” or “roomer.”*?> The occupation and ages of the hotel
residents range from a twenty-one-year-old electrician to a seventy-seven-year-old veterinarian. While several
salesmen occupied rooms, their specialties varied from oil and real estate to photography, wholesale shoes,
and musical instruments. In addition to Mollie and Bessie, several hotel staff called the Stamey their home.
Other long-term residents included the hotel beauty shop owner, a cigar and tobacco merchant, a city fireman,
an in-home nurse and two farm laborers.>®

The year 1932 ushered in changes at the hotel, the most significant was the addition of Bessie and Mollie’s
nephew John B. Quigley (1902-1985), who joined them in the management of Hotel Stamey. The trio would
run the business until 1939.

Son of Austin C. and Celia Goldstein Quigley, John Baird, was born in Galena, KS in July 1902. He
was raised by his aunts after his parents’ deaths in 1914 (Celia) and 1917 (A.C.). He graduated from
the University of Missouri in 1925 with a bachelor’s degree in law, but he would follow the family
example and ran hotels for most of his life.

Like his aunts, John Quigley, his wife and two daughters lived at the Stamey. In April 1939 the trio sold
the hotel business. The Quigley family briefly owned a hotel in Kansas City, then moved to California
where John managed various hotels. The 1940 census identifies Bessie and Mollie managing an
apartment hotel with a café in Kansas City, MO.>* By 1943, they would join the Quigley family in San
Francisco, CA, where John operated the Drake-Wiltshire Hotel, a position he would retain for thirty
years. The 1945 San Francisco city directory lists the sisters as managing an apartment hotel, giving
the address as 340 Stockton Street. It was the address of their nephew’s hotel. Working in hotels and
supporting family came naturally to the sisters. Mollie died in 1949; Bessie in 1954. Both are buried in
Coffeyville, Kansas with Bessie’s husband, two sisters: Hannah and Celia, and brother-in-law A.C.

Quigley.

On April 4, 1939, the hotel business was purchased by Larry Samuel Beck (1899-1989) and William Jennings
Bryan Cross (1900-1977). Beck, came to the Stamey with fifteen years of hotel experience, having operated

50 Hutchinson News. 27 Dec 1928, 10.
51 Hutchinson News. 8 Jun 1927, 12.
521930 U.S. Federal Census, Hutchinson, Reno County, Kansas. E.D. 0018, 17B. FHL microfilm: 2340452. Accessed in
1930 Federal Census Database, Provo, UT: Ancestry.com, 2002; at Ancestry.com on 23 Jul 2023.
531930 Federal Census for Hutchinson, Reno, Kansas. 17A; ED: 18; FHL microfiim: 2340452. Accessed on
Ancestry.com in database 1930 United States Federal Census. Provo, UT: Ancestry.com Operations Inc., 2002.
541940 U.S. Federal Census, Kansas City, Jackson County, Missouri. E.D. 116-106, 12A. Accessed on
Ancestry.com. 1940 United States Federal Census. Provo, UT: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2012. The census taker
has confused the names of these two sisters, listing “Mollie Cohn” and Bessie “Goldstein.” Bessie Goldstein Cohn (1867 -
1954) was a widow. Her sister Mollie Goldstein never married. The two were hotel proprietors in lowa, and Kansas, before
doing the same in KC. Mollie was born in VA, Bessie in PA. The occupation is incorrectly transcribed and should be café
manager at the hotel. It is likely that Bessie was the hotel manager and Mollie ran the café as that matches their previous
experience.
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hotels in Beloit and Phillipsburg, KS, as well as Stockton, MO. Cross was his new business partner. Formerly
a traveling salesman, Cross, having stayed in countless hotels, knew they could be successful by providing
quality service and lodging. Cross moved to Hutchinson to manage the hotel.>> The men expanded their
group of Beck-Cross hotels adding several in the 1940s including the Booth Hotel in Independence, KS (1941,
sold in 1942), the Bray Hotel in KC (1941), Zarah Hotel, Great Bend, KS (1943), the Colonial Hotel in
Springfield, MO (1944), the Hotel Plaza, Kansas City (1945), Hotel Bissell in Phillipsburg, KS (1945), the
Sexton and Senator hotels in Kansas City (1946); adding the Sears Hotel, Denver, CO, two years later.
Eventually the firm would own eleven hotels across Kansas, Missouri and Colorado. The duo sold off all their
hotels by the end of 1959 to pursue other interests.5¢ Both lived the rest of their lives in Olathe, KS.

In Hutchinson, Hotel Stamey housed war industry workers during WWII. The hotel maintained a busy coffee
shop, drug store, and osteopath on the ground floor. It is likely that the fifth floor was vacant or used for
business events as no individual businesses are listed there in the city directories of the 1940s. Beck and
Cross were shrewd businessmen who worked hard to modernize and respond to customer needs. They
bought a parking lot on the north side of the hotel and expanded the dining room in 1946, then added air
conditioning to the entire hotel, while advertising free parking in 1954.5” The company moto was “Your
Comfort, Our Pleasure Always.”®

In January 1943, Beck-Cross Hotel Company bought up all shares of the Stamey Hotel Corporation (formerly
the Fifth Avenue Building Company), of which the greatest stockholder was George E. Gano.*® The
corporation had owned not only the Stamey Hotel building, but several lots around town including most of the
Prairie Village Addition, which Beck and Cross sold to Warren Schmitt in 1959.° When Beck-Cross bought out
the Stamey Hotel Corp., it effectively ended local ownership of the hotel. Beck-Cross ran the hotel until 1957.

In December 1957 local property developer Menzo Hainline bought the hotel. He changed the name from
Hotel Stamey to Landmark Hotel, planning on converting most of the space to apartments, but keeping the
“hotel” in the name.%? Hainline’s intention was to renovate the space, beginning with the fifth floor and working
down to the first, keeping the lower floors as a hotel until he finished in the early 1960s. The 1961 city
directory shows the Landmark Hotel listed with Stamey Beauty Shop, Landmark Hotel Restaurant, an
insurance agent and a handful of apartment renters. Two years later the drug store and coffee shop were
gone and the name of the building changed to “Landmark Apartments Hotel” suggesting that both long term
renters and hotel guests were welcome.®? Hainline owned and operated the Landmark for twenty years selling
to Terry Messing in the late 1970s. Few improvements were made over the next thirty-plus years. The
property was sold by the Messing estate in 2014. Dennis and Danielle Sanders of Wichita announced plans to
renovate the building and the last nine tenants were evicted. However, the planned improvements never came
to fruition. The building has been vacant since 2014 with no known maintenance or improvements.

Hotel Stamey served the Hutchinson community for ninety years originally built by local businessmen to
address the city’s need to serve the burgeoning tourist market and visiting business and tradesmen. The hotel
became an established business and social center for residents housing offices and salesmen suites, and
hosting clubs, organizations, and events as well as providing coffee and dining options. As independent hotels
were replaced by corporate ventures on the outskirts of town, the Stamey was renamed the Landmark Hotel
and converted to apartments offering affordable housing to city center residents. Throughout, the Hotel

55 Hutchinson News. 3 Apr 1939, 1.
56 “Wichitan Buys Hotel Zarah.” Great Bend Tribune. 9 Oct 1959, 1.
57 Hutchinson News Herald. 12 June 1954.
58 |bid.
59 “Two Hotels Purchased by Beck, Cross.” Hutchinson News. 11 Jan 1943, 1.
60 “Buys New Addition.” Hutchinson News. 4 Feb 1959, 1.
61 Hutchinson News. 3 May 1958, 30.
62 Polk’s Hutchinson Reno County, Kansas City Directory 1963. Kansas City, MO: R.L. Polk, 1963. Accessed online at
Ancestry.com. in database U.S. City Directories 1822-1995. Lehi, UT: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2011.
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Stamey maintained a prominent physical and community presence in downtown Hutchinson. Current owners
purchased the property in 2023 with plans to return the building to its former glory at the north end of
downtown Hutchinson. In addition to its historic significance in the area of Commerce, the hotel maintains
significance in the area of Architecture.

A Stately Collegiate Gothic Design

The Hotel Stamey is architectural significant as an excellent commercial example of the Collegiate Gothic
style. Collegiate Gothic (also referred to as Late Gothic Revival) is a secular version of Gothic architecture,
prevalent around the turn of the 20™ century in the United States and England, particularly on college
campuses. Introduced to educational buildings at Bryn Mawr College in Pennsylvania, Collegiate Gothic
emerged as a dominant style on the campuses of Princeton, Yale, Duke, and the University of Chicago.®3
Defining characteristics of the style — pointed arches, crenellations, and towers are rooted in the 16" century
English Perpendicular style popular in the design of cathedrals of this era. Although named for its emergence
on college campuses, Collegiate Gothic became a popular style of prominent civic and commercial buildings
across the nation by the end of the First World War. Monumentalism became the norm as growing
communities designed prominent local buildings as a testament to their towns’ future.

The five-story Hotel Stamey assumed a physical presence on North Main Street with its corner location and
sheer height in comparison to neighboring one- and two-story buildings in the 400, 500 and 600 blocks north of
the Santa Fe tracks. The quality of its fine terracotta detailing contrasting with the dark red brick facades drew
the eye and suggested a quality image at first glance. Although lacking pointed arches and towers, two
prominent characteristics of the Collegiate Gothic Style, the crenulated parapet and use of quoins are
treatments common in Late Gothic Revival buildings. In addition to corner treatments, the terracotta quoins
were used to vertically define the center and end bays on the street facades, combined with paneled window
surrounds. These bays are also topped with shaped terracotta parapets extending above the main crenulated
parapet creating a vertical emphasis not unlike towers on many churches and collegiate buildings. Windows
and building entrances as well as storefront bays are finely articulated contributing to the hotel’s portrayal of
the Collegiate Gothic Style.

The Hotel Stamey is locally significant as an excellent example of the Collegiate Gothic style and as a
representation of Hutchinson architect W.E. Hulse and Hutchinson contractors Stamey and Mackey. Hulse
collaborated with Stamey-Mackey Construction on at least one other grand Collegiate Gothic building in
Hutchinson — the old Hutchinson High School built in 1910 and lost to demolition in recent decades.

Hulse designed several local residences and schools in addition to the two-story theater at 114 N. Main, Salt
City Business College (1916), Hutchinson News Building (1924), as well as other commercial structures. One
of his lasting residential contributions to the city is the Pactola Apartments. In 1921 Hulse purchased the home
of Hutchinson real estate magnate John B. Brown, remodeled the interior into elegant apartments. He then
designed and built additions to the home in 1921 and 1927 making twenty apartments in total. When the real
estate market crashed with the rest of the economy in 1929, Hulse and his wife moved into the apartments,
where they would live for the rest of their lives. The apartments were listed in the Register of Kansas Historic
Places in 1989.%4

Other notable designs by Hulse included several courthouses, at least seven of which are in Kansas: Kiowa
(1913), Wallace (1915), Wichita (1917), Barton (1917) and Pawnee (1918), followed by Osage (1922, listed in
the NR, 2006) and Brown (1925) Counties in Kansas. He added Pettis County, Missouri (1925) and

63 Marcus Whiffen. American Architecture Since 1780: A Guide to the Styles. Cambridge: MIT Press, 1992.
64 Linda Laird. Pactola Apartments State Register Nomination. Topeka, KS: Kansas State Historical Society, 1989. 8-3.
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Pennington County, South Dakota (1922). The Reno County Courthouse in Hutchinson in 1931 is his only
known Art Deco design, listed in the National Register in 1986.%

William Earl Hulse (1882-1943) was born in Columbus, OH, on August 11, 1882. He graduated from
the University of Missouri with a degree in civil engineering in 1901 while working as an engineer for the
Holly and Swink Railway, then the Santa Fe, Liberal, and Englewood Railway, designing depots.®® He
began his private practice in Woodward, OK by 1910 when his newspaper advertisements promoted
work on schools, courthouses, and residences.®” He moved to Hutchinson by 1914 and worked with
C.W. Stamey on at least three projects the following year, building schools in Meade and Syracuse,
Kansas, as well as a bank and store building in Fowler, Kansas.%

According to articles in the National Builder magazine, Hulse was known throughout the states of
Kansas, Nebraska, Missouri, lowa, Oklahoma, New Mexico, and North and South Dakota as one of the
foremost architects of rural public-school buildings.®® Renowned for his use of brick and concrete,
Hulse oversaw many projects personally and provided his customers with detailed progress reports.
His school designs were detailed in April, June, and November editions of the magazine in 1922,
underscoring the popularity of his designs at the time. Hulse maintained offices in Hutchinson, as well
as Sioux City and Des Moines, IA.

The Hotel Stamey was named for contractor C.W. Stamey. Stamey’s business partner was Charles Mackey
(1877-1924). Born in Hopkins, MO, Mackey had been a Hutchinson resident for twenty-two years when was
killed in an auto accident in 1924, only a year after the hotel was completed.”

Cleveland Walter Stamey (1885-1951), born May 12, 1885 in Bolckow, MO, married to Lois Waltrip, in Troy,
Kansas on September 28, 1908. Two years later the couple moved to Hutchinson where Stamey would work
as a building contractor for the next forty-one years. Stamey built countless buildings in Hutchinson and
according to his obituary, was responsible for ninety percent of the early paving of the city’s streets.”

Local commissions included the high school, YMCA, Liberty and Sherman Junior Highs and St. Elizabeth's
Hospital. His company’s advertisements emphasized paving and road construction and the firm'’s projects
included many early roads across Kansas and Colorado. Tom Stamey joined his father's company in 1935 and
the company focused on bridge building through the 1940s. In addition to his numerous construction projects
and his role in the Fifth Ave. Building Company, C.W. Stamey was a member of the Elks, Masonic Lodge 445,
Modern Woodmen, and Park Place Christian Church. He was a 32" degree Mason and a Shriner.

Conclusion

The Hotel Stamey maintains a moderate to high degree of historic integrity with the ca.1960 apartment
conversion resulting in diminished integrity on the building’s interior. With only minor exterior alterations and
no significant changes in setting, the building retains integrity of location, setting, design, materials and
workmanship as well as, integrity of feeling and association. Despite the conversion to apartments ca.1960, its
long-term function as an apartment building, and lack of maintenance for the past decade, the building clearly
conveys its original design and its prominence as a key historic building on North Main Street in Hutchinson’s
downtown business district.

65 Sally Schwenk. Kansas County Courthouses Multiple Property Document Form. Washington, DC: National Parks
Service, 2002. E-30.
66 Martha Gray Hagedorn. Reno County Courthouse National Register Nomination. Washington, DC: National Parks
Service, 1986, 6-1.
67 Blackwell Daily News. 11 Mar 1911, 3.
68 Construction News. 14 Aug 1915, 1.
69 National Builder. Apr 1922, 15.
70 “Injuries Fatal to Contractor.” Hutchinson News. 29 Jan 1924, 2.
71 “Death Claims Cleve Stamey.” Hutchinson News. 29 Sep 1951, 1.
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property Less than one

Provide latitude/longitude coordinates OR UTM coordinates.
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates
Datum if other than WGS84:

1 38.058607 -97.932216
Latitude: Longitude:

Verbal Boundary Description
BLOCK 10, LOTS 25-26, Miller & Smiths Addition, City of Hutchinson, Reno, County, KS

Boundary Justification

The property reflected by the legal description above reflects the site upon which the hotel was constructed and remains.
Adjacent Lots 23-24 were acquired by owners of hotel in 1946 for parking and are on the same legal parcel as the hotel
(Lots 25-26) but not included in the boundary of the nominated property.

11. Form Prepared By

name/titte Brenda and Michelle Spencer

organization Spencer Preservation date 21 August 2023

street & number 10150 Onaga Road telephone 785-456-9857

city or town Wamego state KS zip code 66547
e-mail brenda@spencerpreservation.com

Property Owner: (complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO)

name Meyer Landmark LLC
street & number 1 N Main Street, Suite 717 telephone 620-474-6770
city or town Hutchinson state KS zip 67501
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Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Photographs

Photograph Log

Name of Property: Stamey Hotel

City or Vicinity: Hutchinson

County: Reno State: Kansas
Photographer: Brenda Spencer

Date Photographed: 3 August 2024

Photo
Number

#1 W Front/East Facade

View | Description

#2 NW View from intersection of Main St. & Fifth Ave. looking at south and east facades

#3 NE South facade and glimpse of west/rear alley facade

#4 N Terracotta detailing on end bays of upper south facade

#5 NW Terracotta detailing at tan brick storefronts on ground floor of front/east facade

#6 N Original hotel entrance in center of south (Fifth Avenue) facade
47 N Interior view of hotel lobby with original ceramic tile floor, wood beamed ceiling & main stair
extant
#8 S Detail of mosaic tile floor, granite base and paneled wood over plaster walls in lobby
#9 S Original transom glass and wood beamed ceiling extant in dining room
#10 S Western-most storefront bay along south facade, once part of dining room
#11 E Leaded transom and remnants of plaster walls & ceilings and wood floor extant at east
storefront bay
#12 N Main stair with paired newels, cast iron railing, wood rails and original windows and trim
intact
Typical upper-floor corridor with concrete floor and ceiling beams extant but plaster in poor
#13 w L )
condition and floors and trim formerly removed
414 NE Remnants of multi-room suite in NE corner of 4t floor with significant plaster and window

damage
#15 SW Former suite in SW corner of 51 floor with plaster and windows in fair to poor condition

#16 S Example of original hotel room, one of a few extant. This one at SW corner of 4™ floor

Photo key on the following page
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Figure 3 — Historic View
Grand Opening August 22, 1923
The Hutchinson News, 1.
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Figure 4 — Historic Postcard Views (undated)
Source: Author’s personal collection
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