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Kansas State Historical Society 
 
 

Register of Historic Kansas Places 
Registration Form 
 
 
This form is for use in nominating individual properties and districts. The format is similar to the National Register of Historic Places form. See instructions in How to 
Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by 
entering the information requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural 
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative items on 
continuation sheets. Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.  
 
 
 

1.  Name of Property 

Historic name   Anna Richardson-Brown House 

Other names/site number  KSHI # 155-1158 

Name of related Multiple Property Listing  

 

2.  Location 

street & number  311 N Peabody St   not for publication 

city or town  Nickerson   vicinity 

state Kansas code KS county Reno code 155 zip code 67561 

 

3-4. Certification  
 

The above property has been determined eligible for both the Register of Historic Kansas Places and the National 
Register of Historic Places. The property has been documented and recorded on a National Register of Historic Places 
nomination form, which serves as the official register nomination for this property.  
The Historic Sites Board of Review has determined that this property meets the documentation standards for registering 
properties in the Register of Historic Kansas Places.  
I hereby certify that this property meets the criteria for and is listed in the Register of Historic Kansas Places.  
Applicable State Register Criteria:        A          B      x    C         D 
  

 
                                   __May 6, 2023__________ 
Signature of certifying official/Title  Katrina Ringler, Deputy SHPO                           Date 
 

Kansas State Historical Society   
State agency 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 



NPS Form 10-900                                                                                                 OMB No. 1024-0018 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service  
 

   1 
 

National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 
 
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts.  See instructions in National Register Bulletin, How 
to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form.  If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not 
applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions.  
Place additional certification comments, entries, and narrative items on continuation sheets if needed (NPS Form 10-900a).   
 

1.  Name of Property 

Historic name   Anna Richardson-Brown House 

Other names/site number KHRI # 155-1158 

Name of related Multiple Property Listing  n/a 

2.  Location 

Street & number   311 N. Peabody St.   n/a   not for publication 

City or town   Nickerson  n/a    vicinity 

State  Kansas Code KS County  Reno  Code   RN 155 Zip code  67561 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification  
 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  
I hereby certify that this    x    nomination     _ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards 
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional 
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  
In my opinion, the property   x _  meets     _  does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I recommend that this 
property be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance: 
       national             statewide          X   local         Applicable National Register Criteria:        A          B      x   C      ___D               
  

  May 6, 2023 
Signature of certifying official/Title  Katrina Ringler, Deputy SHPO                           Date 

Kansas State Historical Society   
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register criteria.   

   
Signature of commenting official                                                                         Date 
 

National Register of Historic Places listed July 26, 2023 
Title                                                                                                  State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 
4.  National Park Service Certification  
I hereby certify that this property is:   
            entered in the National Register                                                                     determined eligible for the National Register             
           
            determined not eligible for the National Register                                             removed from the National Register  
    
           other (explain:)                                   _________________                                                               
                                                                                                                      

   
  Signature of the Keeper                                                                                                         Date of Action  
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5.  Classification  
 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box.) 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 
 

    Contributing Noncontributing  

X private X building(s) 2  buildings 
 public - Local  district   sites 
 public - State  site   structures 
 public - Federal  structure   objects 
   object 2  Total 

 
 
  Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register 

  0 
  
6. Function or Use                                                                      

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

DOMESTIC: Single family dwelling   DOMESTIC: Single family home 

   

   

   

   

   

   
 
   
7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 Materials  
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

LATE VICTORIAN: Classic Queen Ann  foundation: BRICK, STONE, CONCRETE block 

  walls: WOOD 

    

  roof: ASPHALT  

  other:  
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Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe contributing and 
noncontributing resources, if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general 
characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, method of construction, setting, size, and significant 
features. Indicate whether the property has historic integrity.)   
 
Summary  
 
The Anna Richardson-Brown House is located at 311 N. Peabody Street in the Nickerson City Block Addition 
of Nickerson, Reno County, Kansas.  It is situated in a late-nineteenth and early-twentieth century 
neighborhood two blocks north of the historic downtown business district.  This Classic Queen Anne design 
with interior elements of the Arts and Crafts style is 2.5 stories, is clad in clapboard wood siding and has a 
multi-cross-gabled roof with composite shingles and sits on a stone foundation. The primary elevation is 
oriented to the southeast. The home has unusually large rooms that are simple, elegant, and practical. The 
fenestration retains integrity and consists of 100+ windows that vary widely in size and style including multi-
pane wooden windows and four vinyl windows that have been installed at the north elevation dormer. The 
house has approximately 5,000 square feet of living space. 
 
Located on the property there is a freestanding, two-story wood barn/carriage house located on the 
northwest side of the house.  The barn is accessed by the alleyway that runs (northeast to southwest) 
between the house and the barn through the middle of the property.  The barn is a contributing resource to 
the property. Overall, though with deterioration due to being vacant for many years, the buildings retain 
excellent historic integrity with only minor alterations throughout the years. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Elaboration  
 
Exterior Residence 
The front (southeast) elevation is comprised of a square bay window at the south corner, a double hung 
window, a large front porch that has a double hung front door off center, and a projecting bay with decorative 
nine pane glass window.  The southeast elevation includes 18 windows of various size and one exterior door. 
 
The southwest elevation is consisting of ample fenestration and the sunroom that is a prominent feature of 
the house, with an above sleeping porch on the second level.  There is an exterior door leading from the 
sunroom to the front porch, but the porch is currently not affixed.  There is a large bump out window seat for 
the living room.  The southwest elevation includes 30 windows of various size and one exterior door.  
 
The northwest elevation is sited adjacent to the alley way and has a small screened in porch that has a historic 
milk door accessible to the ice box. The back door is the only replacement door.  This elevation includes 25 
windows of various size and one exterior door.  This elevation also provides exterior access to the basement 
next to the porch. 
 
The northeast elevation is sited close to the sidewalk following most of the block with one 2 story bump out 
and roof peak. The upper level of this elevation is comprised of historic fenestration.  This elevation consists of 
28 windows of various size.  There is a cistern tank along this foundation wall with an access point. 
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Four vinyl windows have been installed at the southeast elevation 3rd floor dormer. Modern storm windows 
have been placed over the original wooden windows along the northeast elevation. 
 
Interior Residence 
 
The home retains integrity of materials, design, form, plan, and setting.  Minor contemporary repairs include a 
window replacement, one modern toilet and new back door.  The house has 101 windows and 42 interior 
doorways all with original woodwork and trim.  Throughout the house the original crown molding picture rail, 
fixtures, hardware, and wood floors have retained integrity and are in good to excellent condition.  Many of the 
historic details remain such as the hand rope elevator that reaches all four levels along with service stairs, 
curved plaster walls, icebox with external milk door, central vacuum, push button light switches, light fixtures, 
glass door knobs, wrought iron grates/registers, cistern, coal room, sinks, tubs, toilets, and faucets.   
 
The first floor retains original layout with entryway, parlor, receiving room, music room, kitchen, half bath, 
butler’s pantry, dining room, sun porch and large living room.  The double hung front door opens into a small 
vestibule.  The second single wooden door opens into the foyer with immediate access to the primary staircase 
and woodwork.  In the foyer there is access to the parlor, receiving room, living room and a door to the music 
room.   
The second-floor features six bedrooms, two full bathrooms and a sleeping porch.  The third level is completely 
open and includes a dance floor and houses the elevator gears and large wheel.  The basement retains a coal 
room and includes an interior and exterior entrance along with the elevator.  
 
Room Descriptions 
B. The parlor is located at the east corner of the house and is accessed only through a large, cased opening from 
the foyer.  There is one decorative window bump out and woodwork along the southeast wall with three double 
hung windows and three single “frosted” glass panes that overlook the front porch.  There is a double window 
on the northeast wall.   
 
C. The receiving room is located on the northeast side of the home and is accessed only through a large, cased 
opening from the foyer.  There are two double hung windows and woodworking on the northeast side 
overlooking the sidewalk.   
 
D. The music room is located on the northeast side of the home and is accessed from the foyer from a single 
wooden door and the living room by original pocket doors.  There are four double hung windows on the 
northeast side overlooking the sidewalk. A tapered closet with wooden door is located along the southeast side 
of the room.  The original light fixture and door hardware have been retained along with the wrought iron 
register.  
 
E. The kitchen is located at the north corner of the home and is accessed from the service hall, butler’s pantry 
swinging door and the exterior door (modern door).  There are four double hung windows along the northeast 
wall and two double hung windows along the northwest wall.  The original 1915 cabinets, countertop and sink 
run along the northeast side of the room.  A half bath and pantry can be accessed on the southeast side of the 
room along with the original wrought iron floor register.  The original ice box with exterior “milk door” opening 
onto the service porch is located next to the exterior door in the west corner of the room. 
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F. The lavatory/half bath is on the northeast section of the home and is accessed from the kitchen.  There is one 
double hung window and an original utility sink (with fixtures) and wooden countertop run along the northeast 
wall.  At the corner is a small corner hand sink with original fixtures next to the toilet “closet” with a modern 
toilet.   
 
G. The butler’s pantry is located at the northwest side of the home and is accessed through the kitchen and 
dining room swinging doors.  There are two double hung windows along the northwest wall with original metal 
sink and fixtures under the windows. Along the southeast wall is 1915 cabinetry and countertop.  
 
H. The dining room is located on the northwest portion of the home and is accessed from the butler’s pantry, 
the sunroom and living room.  There are three double hung windows along the northeast wall. Two sets of 
French doors opening into the sunroom are along the southwest side of the room and doorway to the living 
room is in the south corner. 
 
I. The sunroom is on the west corner of the home and is accessed through two sets of French doors from the 
dining room and an exterior door from the deck (deck not currently there).  Each of the eleven sets of (French 
door style) windows consist of two doors with ten panes of glass per door for a total of 20 panes per window.    
 
J. The living room is located along the southwest wall of the home and is accessed from the foyer, the music 
room, the dining room, and the service hall. A large projecting window seat is placed under three large double 
hung windows on the southwest wall overlooking the yard.  There is a diagonal corner box bay window in the 
south corner with three double hung windows on the west, south and east sides overlooking the yard and the 
porch.  A large double hung window spans the southeast wall overlooking the front porch.  At the northwest 
wall there is a fireplace, two original chandeliers and the wrought iron floor register remain.  
 
K. Bedroom One (1) is located along the east corner of the house and accessed only through the hallway.  There 
are two double hung windows along the southeast wall overlooking N. Peabody St and one double hung 
window along the northeast wall. Original room features include a small closet along with a sink, fixtures and 
vanity mirror, curved plaster, original sconces, light fixtures, oak flooring and wrought iron floor register.    
 
L. Bedroom Two (2) is located along the south corner of the house and accessed only through the hallway. 
There are three large double hung windows with a window seat at the southeast wall overlooking N. Peabody 
Street. A double hung window is located at the southwest wall overlooking the yard.  Original room features 
include a large closet, curved plaster wall, original sconces, fixtures, working wrought iron register. 
 
M. Bedroom Three (3) is along the southwest portion of the house and is accessed from the hallway and the 
sleeping porch vestibule.  There are three large double hung windows along the southwest side overlooking 
the yard.  There is a large closet in the south corner.  Original room features include light fixtures, sconces, and 
working wrought iron register.   
  
N. Bedroom Four (4) is located along the northwest portion of the house and is accessed from the hallway, 
sleeping porch vestibule and the jack-n-jill bathroom.  There are three double hung windows along the 
northwest wall that overlook the carriage house.  Room features include a large closet along the southeast wall 
and access to the bathroom at the north corner, and original wrought iron register.   
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O. The Sleeping porch is located at the west corner of the house and is accessed through the vestibule between 
bedrooms 3 and 4.  There are twelve double hung windows covering three sides of the room.   
 
P. Bathroom 1 Is located on the northwest side of the home and is a “Jack and Jill” bathroom between bedrooms 
4 and 5.  There is one double hung window overlooking the carriage house.  Original wall and floor tiles, sink, 
tub, toilet, and fixtures remain.   
 
Q. Bedroom Five (5)/Ballet Room is located at the north corner of the home and is accessed from the hallway, 
the bathroom, and the pass through to bedroom 6. There are eight double hung windows that form a sleeping 
porch area along the northwest side of the room and two double hung windows along the northeast side.  The 
large closet is along the southeast side. 
 
R. Bedroom Six (6) is located at the northeast portion of the house and is accessed from the hallway and via the 
pass through to bedroom 5.  There are three double hung windows along the northeast wall overlooking the 
sidewalk.  There is a large closet, original light fixtures, and working wrought iron register.  
 
S. Bathroom Two (2) is located on the northeast portion of the home and is accessed only through the hallway.  
There is a double hung window along the northeast side overlooking the sidewalk.  Original wall and floor tiles, 
sink, tub, toilet, and fixtures remain.   
 
T. The landing features at the top of the stairs include two curved plaster walls and two double hung windows 
on the southeast side overlooking N. Peabody Street.  
 
U. The attic/cotillion dance room is accessed from the service stairs and the elevator.  There are twenty double 
hung windows in this open room, six on the northeast side, six on the southeast side, six on the southwest side 
and two on the northwest side.  The gears and large wheel are housed above the elevator shaft near the roof.  
 
V. The basement is accessed through the elevator, interior service stairs and the exterior door located on the 
northwest side.  There is a cistern tank built into the foundation along the northeast side.  A coal room with 
coal inside are along the northeast side.  The elevator is located near the northwest end of the basement.   
 
Alterations 
 
The original 1 ½ story brick home was built in 1880.  The house was expanded to include a full second story 
house circa 1900.  This addition is located at the southwest elevation and kitchen off the northwest side (rear) 
of house.  In 1915 a second extensive addition was constructed along the northwest elevation and included 
adding the sunroom, dining room, kitchen, wrap around porch, raising roofline for dance floor in the attic and 
the elevator.  The entire house was updated at this time with modern conveniences.   
 
The original wrap around porch has been removed.  The first and second level front porch are altered.  Four 
modern vinyl windows were installed at the second level southeast elevation. A modern exterior door and one 
modern toilet added circa 2011.   
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Barn (circa 1910, contributing building) 
 
The barn is located to the northwest of the house directly across the alleyway.  Its main façade faces to the 
southeast and has a loft door with dormer off center of the building on its southeast side.  There are four or 6 
horse stalls with feed bunks and tie-ins along the southwest elevation. At the northeast side of barn there are 
two large rolling barn doors located at the east and west corners to allow for a pass through. The door along 
the east corner is divided in three bays that curve around the bent rail toward the inside of the barn.  The siding 
is original board and batten with modern asphalt shingles and decking.  There is a loft covering the entire barn 
with feed drop access.  The middle section of the barn has two small rooms with original doors and porcelain 
knobs.  There is also a corn crib type room in the stall area.  Multiple original latches, hinges and light switches 
are located throughout the structure. 
 
Integrity 
The house and barn remain in their original location with a similar surrounding setting. The area has developed 
into a residential neighborhood just two blocks north of the historic downtown. The overall design of both 
buildings remains wholly intact. Though there are additions to the residence, these were all made during the 
historic period of development for the residence. Therefore, the additions are part of the overall story and 
importance of the property. There have been minor alterations on the residence such as a few window 
replacements. The historic materials and workmanship of the buildings is still evidenced in what remains at the 
house including its character defining features.  The buildings are significant for their architectural design, 
which is reflected through the historic integrity of the buildings. The property’s feeling and association are 
directly tied to its significance as a high-style Queen Anne design and a gable-roof Kansas barn, which is 
portrayed through the intact resources and function/use of the property.  
 
Character defining features include: the layout and floor plan, original plaster walls, curved plaster walls and 
openings, interior trim along the baseboards, ceiling, windows and doors, original flooring, some historic 
cabinets, the sunroom/porch, projections, stairs, and detailed moldings, etc.  More details are included in the 
descriptions above, such as the historic fixtures, lighting, tiles, icebox, etc. Overall, the general complexity of 
the residence as an elegant, finished, high style house is what conveys its architectural importance.  
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8. Statement of Significance
  
Applicable National Register Criteria  
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National 
Register listing.) 
 

 A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history.  

 B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 
  

   

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics  
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  

   

 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history.  

   
 
Criteria Considerations  
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 
Property is: 
 

A 
 

 
Owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes.  

 
 

B 
 
removed from its original location. 

 
 

C 
 
a birthplace or grave. 

 
 

D 
 
a cemetery. 

 
 

E 
 
a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

 
 

F 
 
a commemorative property. 

 
 

G 
 
less than 50 years old or achieving significance 

 
 within the past 50 years. 

 

 
Areas of Significance  

ARCHITECTURE  

 

 

 

 

 
Period of Significance  

1880-1915 

 

 
Significant Dates 

N/A 

 

 
Significant Person  
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 
N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 

 

 

Architect/Builder 

Unknown 

 

 

 

 
 
Period of Significance (justification) 
 
The period of significance begins when the residence was originally constructed in 1880 and continues 
past an extensive renovation in 1900 and again after the significant renovation in 1915 to reflect its current 
appearance. The period captures the substantial additions that convey the architectural significance of 
the property.  
 
Criteria Considerations (justification) 
N/A 
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Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of 
significance, and any applicable criteria considerations.) 
 
Summary 
 
The Anna Richardson-Brown House is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under criterion C in 
the area of architecture as a good example of a Free Classical Queen Anne residence.  Built in three stages in 
1880, 1900 and 1915 its updated interior elements of Arts and Crafts style that shows the wealth and status 
of the family who lived here.  This house has been the home to some of the most prominent founders in 
Nickerson history.  The history of Nickerson is important for the railroad connections and the amazing 
farmland that is available there.  The house is a unique property that retains integrity and is architecturally 
significant as it has been mostly preserved and untouched since the 1920s. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Elaboration  
 
Overview 
 
The Anna Richardson-Brown House (c. 1880-1915) is eligible for the National Register under criterion C for its 
architectural significance as a Queen Anne residence. The original 1 ½ story brick portion of the house was built 
by A.J. Locke in 1879. Mr. Locke was the Reno Co. No. 15 post commander, a school board member, grand 
foreman of the Ancient Order of United Workman (A.O.U.W), served as acting mayor, and was the local 
chairman of the Republican party convention in 1880. Mr. Locke was married with two children when he settled 
in Nickerson. Shortly after building the house in 1880 members of the Locke family became inflicted with 
scarlet fever, including at least one, maybe two daughters. After this family loss, in late 1881 Mr. Locke traveled 
back to NY for a telegraphing job and his family soon followed, leaving the house as a rental.  
 
In 1883, the house was sold G. F. Parmelee by auction in Topeka March of 1883.  Mr. Parmelee was one of the 
trustees who oversaw the $2.9 million dollar railroad extension that was planned for the extension of the 
Kansas and Panhandle Co 145 miles from Nickerson. Mr. Parmelee rented the house out, then Mr. Mark 
Richardson, who was a train conductor, purchased the house in September of 1885. Which is the benchmark 
date for the consecutive ownership of the Richardson-Brown family.   
 
The Anna Richardson-Brown House is a classic example of the Queen Anne style with interior Arts and Crafts 
elements. The house is asymmetrical in plan, deriving from the assortment of gables, bays, and porches. The 
multi-cross gabled roof is covered in composite shingles. Carved wooden panels highlight some of the windows 
along with millwork surrounds and art glass decorates the first-floor window. The house retains its period 
woodwork, such as the incised staircase, door and window surrounds, crown molding picture rail, sliding panel 
doors and flooring throughout. Many elements of form are manipulated into a mildly exuberant display of 
texture and color, placing this house firmly within the perimeters of the Queen Anne style.  
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Property History 
 
Reno County and Nickerson [Modified from KDOT Report] 1 
 

Reno County, named after General Jesse L. Reno, was first established by the State Legislature in March 1867 
but the county was not incorporated until January 1872. Later in that same year, county was expanded at the 
north and eastern boundaries changes were made in the original boundaries. The tier of townships embraced 
in Range 4 on the east, and Township 22 on the north, were added to Reno County and it was in this north tier 
of townships the first settlement of Reno County occurred in November of 1870.  Nickerson was founded by 
the Atchison Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad in Reno County in 1871 and was named in honor of Thomas 
Nickerson who was the President of the company. The first depot was constructed in 1872, leading to the 
subsequent influx of settlers who formed homesteads, farms, and businesses; and the first school opened in  
1875. In 1875 the townsite relocated to its current location on land that was owned by a Mr. Sears. According 
to historical record, once construction and the land survey had commenced within 60 days the town was 
complete with “two hotels, a dozen stores, 2 [two] livery stables, 2 [two] lumber yard and a printing office.”2  
 
In 1873 the post office was established in a sod house. During the 1870s the social aspects of the community 
grew through churches and organizations.  Commerce expanded in the 1880s with the money order system 
and banks. In 1878, the Nickerson Argosy newspaper was founded by Sargent & Brown, Mr. Brown, who was 
the second owner of the subject property. The first officials of record for Nickerson are as follows: Mayor, Dr. 
L. A. Reeves; council, M. McCormick, C. S. Morse, J. O. Smith, H. R. Nickerson; police judge, O. O. Olmstead; 
treasurer, C. F. Heath; clerk, A. H. Jackson; marshal, J. D. Reed.3 The 1880 Census marks the population of 
Nickerson at 597 persons. Ten years later at the time of the 1890 Census the population had nearly tripled to 
1,662 persons and declined to 1,038 by 1900. Since 1900, over the course of the past 120 years, the population 
of Nickerson has maintained at approximately 1,000 people.4 
 
Nickerson was developed on a grid pattern but at a northeast/southwest orientation (Figure 17).  The main 
commercial area was paved with brick pavers that are still used along Nickerson Street. Residential 
development included small Vernacular, National Folk, Victorian, and Queen Anne styles. 
 
 
Anna M. Richardson-Brown  
  
Anna Risley Richardson-Brown was born October 7, 1866, in Joliet, Illinois, and arrived in Kansas at the young 
age of ten with her parents in 1876. The family traveled by train and according to Ms. Richardson-Brown’s 
obituary, the homesteading family traveled by box car arriving in Peace, Kansas (currently Sterling). At the age 

 
1 KDOT: Activity II & III Research and Report, KDOT 96-106 KA-1007-01, Reno County Property #9- Farmstead with a polygonal 

barn at 6210 N. Dean Road, Nickerson, Kansas William G. Cutler. History of the State of Kansas, (Chicago, IL: A.T. Andreas, 
1883). 4 Sheridan Ploughe, History of Reno County, Kansas Its People, Industries, and Institutions. (Indianapolis, IN: B.F. 
Bowen & Co., 1917, AND Nickerson, Reno County, Kansas USA (compiled by The Cameo Club, 1967) 

2 Page 369 from volume II of Kansas: a cyclopedia of state history, embracing events, institutions, industries, counties, cities, 
towns, prominent persons, etc. ...  with a supplementary volume devoted to selected personal history and reminiscence. 
Standard Pub. Co. Chicago: 1912. 3 v. in 4.: front., ill., ports.; 28 cm. Vols. I-II edited by Frank W. Blackmar. Transcribed July 
2002 by Carolyn Ward.  Accessed: 
https://web.archive.org/web/20050914203125/http://skyways.lib.ks.us/genweb/archives/1912/n/nickerson.html  

3 Ibid.  
4 "Population of Counties by Decennial Census: 1900 to 1990". United States Census Bureau. Accessed October 10, 2022.  

https://web.archive.org/web/20050914203125/http:/skyways.lib.ks.us/genweb/archives/1912/n/nickerson.html
https://www.census.gov/population/cencounts/ks190090.txt
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of 16, Anna started work as a teacher at the Sherman School in Hutchinson, Kansas. The Risley family were 
leaders in the community instilling community servitude in their daughter. In 1887, Anna married Mark 
Richardson who was a local businessman and train conductor.  The couple moved into the Peabody residence 
shortly after their marriage. During their marriage, the Richardson’s operated a dry goods store in downtown 
Nickerson and had two children. Upon Mark Richardson’s sudden death in 1892, Anna held an estate auction 
selling his personal affects; however, she retained ownership of the Peabody residence.  
 
In 1895, Anna married her second husband, L. C. Brown. Mr. Brown was one of the most prominent citizens in 
Reno County and is recognized as one of the early founders of Nickerson.  He was the owner and editor of the 
Nickerson Argosy newspaper from 1879, served as secretary for the Fire Company, and was the chief organizer 
for the consolidation of two banks in Nickerson that become the State Bank of Nickerson in 1897, and served 
as a trustee for the Nickerson Normal College.5  The Brown’s operated the bank together, with L.C. working as 
the cashier and Anna serving as the President. During their marriage, they had three daughters. Mr. Brown 
invested his capital wisely and was able to offer personal loans to farmers, and bought, sold, and owned real 
estate.   
 
By 1899 the Brown’s purchased the lot next to the southwest of the house and the two lots behind (northwest 
of) the house. This is also the period when they begin expanding the original little brick house.  The first addition 
was added circa 1900 to expand the home into a grand two-story house that dwarfed and encapsulated the 
original brick building.  By 1915 the family had grown and so had Mr. and Mrs. Brown’s success, this is the era 
of the second addition, and is the design and footprint that we see in 2022.  Mr. Brown died from illness in 1926, 
leaving Anna, at the age of 59 to assume full leadership as bank president for three years beyond L.C.s death. 
Upon her second husband’s death, Anna formed fully into a woman of leadership in the regional community. 
As the daughter of a prominent Reno County family, and twice widowed, she inherited great regional civic 
responsibility and was involved with the Hutchison Civic Center Club and Music Club. As an early ‘pioneer’ of 
the Nickerson, her 73 years of occupancy in the house until she passed at the age of 92, constitutes a significant 
legacy for the community.   
 
Criterion C: Architecture The Queen Anne Style6 
 

The Queen Anne Style was introduced in the United States of America at the 1876 Philadelphia 
Centennial Exhibition. This introduction was the beginning of the popularity of the American Queen 
Anne Style from the mid-1870s until the tum of the 20th Century and was promoted through such 
publications as The American Architect and Building News.7 Scottish-born architect Richard Norman 
Shaw (1831-1912) and his followers are attributed with this style. The Queen Anne style in England is an 
eclectic style influenced by Gothic and Renaissance architecture. Some examples in America 
incorporated Colonial Revival elements. English counterparts are typically brick structures while 

 
5 Nickerson College and Reno County High School a Standard History of Kansas and Kansans, written & compiled by William E. 

Connelley, 1918, transcribed February 10, 2000, https://www.ksgenweb.org/archives/1918ks/bion/nickerso.html  
6 Referenced and modified from Lanphear-Mitchell House National Register of Historic Places Registration Form. October 24, 2005, 

which provides a comprehensive and concise overview of the Queen Anne style in Kansas.; McAlester, Virginia and Lee. A 
Field Guide to American Houses. (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1984). 

7 Baker, John Milnes. American House Styles: A Concise Guide. Norton & Company: New York, 71, 88. 

https://www.ksgenweb.org/archives/1918ks/bion/nickerso.html
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American Queen Anne structures are mostly wood frame with wood lap siding and decorative shingles 
and fretwork. 8  

 
Key characteristics of the Queen Anne Style are its human scale, irregular plan and elevations, oriel windows, 
projecting bays, and irregular shaped roof. There are four subtypes that characterize the decorative detailing 
and roof shapes. The industrial revolution and technological advances allowed building forms to change from 
a post and lintel construction and incorporate angles which allowed for irregular shaped rooms and roof 
patterns. Mechanization and railway transportation also allowed for architectural details to be produced, 
ordered from a catalog, and rail shipped to its destination. This style was prevalent during the era of railroad 
expansion towns across Kansas; however, there are few examples that remain in Nickerson.  
 
As noted in the local Nickerson Argosy newspaper, the Anna Richardson-Brown house was historically a show-
stopping home, making the local news for its construction and on many occasions served as the backdrop for 
family weddings and social settings hosting up to 50 guests at a time.9 The house was also referred to “as the 
house with the one hundred windows” and admired for annually having a Christmas tree on the front porch in 
an undated local news clipping.  
 
The Anna Richardson-Brown house exhibits the key characteristics of the Queen Anne style as an excellent 
example of the Queen Anne subtype – hipped roof with lower cross gables – creating a large irregular structure 
with several facades.  The house features “Free Classic” detailing, which according to McAlester’s A Field Guide 
to American Houses, around thirty-five percent of Queen Anne houses adopt.  This detailing subtype includes 
bay windows, Palladian windows, shallow rectangular windows over main windows, classic columns, cornice-
line dentils, swags or garlands, and other Colonial Revival detailing. The irregularities used are purposely placed 
to avoid planar walls, so projections, bays, towers, turrets, and multiple roofs are character defining features 
of the Queen Anne design.10  The Richardson-Brown house features over 100 windows, many projections, bay 
windows, and Palladian-like windows. The windows and openings have Colonial Revival trim, simple columns 
supporting a cornice, and shallow rectangular windows over the main windows. With little alteration to the 
exterior, a few window replacements, the building retains its historic design and workmanship associated with 
the style.  
 

In the quake of industrialization and manufacturing, the Arts and Crafts movement emerged with a 
mission to bring craftsmanship and quality handmade details back to housing. The movement wanted 
to reinstate the more notable resources of the Medieval period artists guilds which produced the quality 
and detail associated with buildings of that time. Several Englishmen began inspiring the movement 
and are known for their elegant designs in the style such as William Morris, Philip Webb, Richard 
Norman Shaw, and Sir Christopher Wren. In the American Arts and Crafts movement, there were other 

 
8 Referenced and modified from Lanphear-Mitchell House National Register of Historic Places Registration Form. October 24, 2005, 

which provides a comprehensive and concise overview of the Queen Anne style in Kansas.; McAlester, Virginia and Lee. A 
Field Guide to American Houses. (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1984). 

9 The Nickerson Argosy (Nickerson, Kansas) · Wed, Jan 21, 1880 · Page 3. Richardson-McNitt Wedding: The Nickerson Argosy 
(Nickerson, Kansas) · Thu, Jun 5, 1919 · Page 3. “A very pretty home wedding…” The Nickerson Argosy (Nickerson, Kansas) · 
Thu, Oct 27, 1921 · Page 1.  

10 McAlester, Virginia and Lee. A Field Guide to American Houses. (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1984), p 348. 
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influential architects such as Henry Hobson Richardson, Frank Llyod Wright, and Wilson Eyre. The 
interior was as elaborate as the exteriors and began taking on exotic forms.11  

 
Window areas were an influential space for the Queen Anne design. Sashes, multi-light windows over single 
panels, bay and oriel windows, and rows of windows were all used to bring more light and air into the living 
spaces.12  Random assortments and arranges of windows were used to break up the planar walls or façade. 
“The staircase became a central feature of the entrance or living hall. … Most 19th-century staircases are of solid 
wood, either painted, if the wood is of inferior quality, or, ideally, polished. … In the United States, the 
enhancement of the staircase within an open hall led to tours de force of craftsmanship, in highly finished 
woods, epitomized by the work of Charles and Henry Greene.”13 The Richardson-Brown stair is an elegant 
staircase with thin uprights grouped in threes and features the elaborate wood paneling walls boxing in the 
stair as a central feature of the house.  The interior spaces incorporate distinctive details in the wood trim, 
entryway treatment, staircase, service quarters, multiple window patterns, size, and layout of the rooms.  
 
In Reno County, there are 64 recorded properties classified as Queen Anne.  Twenty-six of those properties are 
contributing to the Houston Whiteside Historic District in the City of Hutchinson.  One property, John Graber 
House, is individually listed and also in Hutchinson.  The Richardson-Brown House is the only Queen Anne 
property recorded in Reno County outside of Hutchinson.  With its excellent form, character defining features, 
like the hipped cross-gable roof, projections, windows, and openings, the Anna Richardson-Brown House 
exemplifies the Queen Anne style and form in Nickerson. The 2.5 story house has remained unchanged since 
the 1915 alterations that were overseen by Anna Richardson-Brown and qualifies for listing in the National 
Register for its architectural significance. 

 
Deed History 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
11 National Register of Historic Places nomination. F.B. Forrester House. Manhattan, Riley County, Kansas. Listed September 27, 

2021. NRIS # 100007022. 
12 Calloway, Stephen, and Elizabeth Cromley. The Elements of Style: A Practical Encyclopedia of Interior Architectural Details from 
1485 to the Present. Simon and Schuster, New York. 1991, p 312. 
13 Calloway, Stephen, and Elizabeth Cromley. The Elements of Style: A Practical Encyclopedia of Interior Architectural Details from 
1485 to the Present. Simon and Schuster, New York. 1991, p 326. 
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10.  Geographical Data                                                               
 
Acreage of Property Less than one 
 
Provide latitude/longitude coordinates OR UTM coordinates.  
(Place additional coordinates on a continuation page.) 
 
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates  
Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
 
1 38.150326°  -98.080405°  2   38.150441°  -98.080763°  
 Latitude:  Longitude:      Latitude: 

 
Longitude: 

 
Verbal Boundary Description (describe the boundaries of the property) 
 
The nominated property stands on lots one (1), two (2), three (3), eleven (11) and twelve (12), block thirty (30), 
Nickerson City of Nickerson, Reno County, Kansas.  The property is bounded on the northeast by West Avenue East for 
293 ft, to the southeast by North Peabody Street for 150 ft, to the southwest by the adjacent property line for 137 ft, 
then NE for 50 ft and NW for 160 ft (jugging along the parcel lines), and northwest by N Burr Street for 100 ft.   
 
Boundary Justification (explain why the boundaries were selected)  
 
The boundary includes the two parcels historically associated with the nominated property.  A barn/carriage house 
stands at the northwest corner of the property and is included in the boundaries of this nomination. 
 
     
11. Form Prepared By  

name/title   Cynthia Ammerman 

organization  Polis Cultural Planning, LLC date   

street & number  1613 Wilson Boulevard telephone   

city or town   Kansas City state  KS zip code  66102 

e-mail  Cynthia.ammerman@gmail.com 
 
     
Property Owner:  (complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO)  

name  Tarynn Haag 

street & number   509 West Ave A telephone  430-878-2716 

city or town    Nickerson  state  KS zip 67561     

 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.). 
 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 
 
Additional Documentation  
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