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1. Name of Property

historic name N/A
other names/site number Bitting Historic District [preferred]
2. Location
street & number Generally the 1100 and 1200 blocks of Bitting
[n/a] not for publication
city or town Wichita [ ] vicinity
state Kansas code KS county  Sedgwick code 173 zipcode 67203

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this X nomination

request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property

X meets  does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant
onally  statewide X locally. ( See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

A fé’n//éé’ D5 June 7, 2004

ature of certifying official Date

Kansas State Historical Society
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets  does not meet the National Register criteria. {  See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
| hereby certify that this property is:
entered in the National Register
See continuation sheet
determined eligible for the
National Register
See continuation sheet.
determined not eligible for the
National Register
removed from the National
Register
other (explain):




Bitting Historic District
Name of Property

Sec ick County, Kansas

Cour.., and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

[X] private [ ] building(s)

[X] public-local [X] district

[ ] public-State [ ]site

[ ] public-Federal [ ]structure
[ ]object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing
39 20 buildings
sites
1 structures
objects
40 20 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC/single dwellings
TRANSPORTATION/road-related

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC/single & multiple dwellings

TRANSPORTATION/road-related

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Late Victorian

Late 19" & 20*" Century Revivals

Late 19*" & early 20™ Century

American Movements
Other: National Folk

Narrative Description

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Limestone, CONCRETE, BRICK

walls Limestone, WOOD, METAL,
ASBESTOS, SYNTHETICS; «BRICK

roof OTHER

other Limestone, BRICK

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

See continuation sheets.



Bitting Historic District
Name of Property

Sedgw” ~k County, Kansas
County .  State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing)

[X] A Property is associated with events that have made

a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

[ 1B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

[X] C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

[ 1D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:
[ 1A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

[ 1B removed from its original location.
[ 1C a birthplace or a grave.

[ 1D acemetery.

[ 1E areconstructed building, object,or structure.

[ 1F acommemorative property.

[ 1G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Community Planning & Development

Architecture

Period of Significance
1886-1946

Significant Dates

N/A

Significant Person
{Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Unknown

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
- preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67 been requested.
previously listed in the National Register
previously determined eligible by the National
Register
designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#
recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary Location of Additional Data:
X State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
Federal agency
»Local government
University
.. Other
Name of repository:




Bitting Historic District Sec ick County, Kansas
Name of Property Coun., and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 8.07 acres

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
1 148 645621 4174449 3 14S 645568 4174141
2 148 645642 4174139 4 14S 645532 4174416

See continuation sheet,.

Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation shest.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitlt Deon Wolfenbarger/Preservation Consultant

organizaton Three Gables Preservation date December 21, 2003
street & number 320 Pine Glade Road telephone 303/258-3136
city or town Nederland state Colorado zipcode 80466

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name see continuation sheets

street & number telephone

city or town state ____zipcode
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SUMMARY

The Bitting Historic District is located within the city limits of Wichita in Sedgwick County,
Kansas. This small residential district consists of the 1100 and 1200 blocks of Bitting Avenue.
It is bounded on the south by North Riverside Park, and on the north by the Little Arkansas
River. The east and west edges of the district are defined by the alleys on either side of Bitting
Avenue. Although many of the adjoining homes on the streets to the east and west are
constructed from the same era, Bitting retains a high degree of integrity. Most of the houses in
the proposed district are wood frame with clapboard siding. The houses also share a similarity in
size and massing on each block, with the west side and central portion of the 1200 block
containing larger Queen Anne two story residences, and primarily one-story houses on the south
end of the 1100 block. Some of the buildings in district represent a distinct residential style. For
example, the earliest buildings in the district are good examples of the Queen Anne style, while
many of the later are typical Craftsman Bungalows. Other buildings are simple vernacular
buildings, such as the “National Folk” types described by Virginia and Lee McAlester in A Field
Guide to American Houses. There are also two neighborhood commercial buildings located in
the proposed district. Within the boundaries of this district are thirty-nine contributing buildings,
twenty non-contributing buildings, and one contributing structure. The district as a whole retains
a high degree of integrity of in all areas of consideration.

ELABORATION

The Bitting Historic District contains a total of sixty resources. Of the primary buildings, thirty-
two are contributing and ten are non-contributing. There are additionally seven contributing
garages, ten non-contributing garages, and one contributing structure. Collectively these
resources retain a sufficient degree of integrity to represent a distinct portion of Wichita. Natural
boundaries for this portion of Bitting are formed by the bends in the Little Arkansas River; the
north bend forms the northern edge of the district, while North Riverside Park along the south
bend forms the southern boundary at 10th Street. The scale, mass, character and style of the
buildings within the district are similar. Furthermore, the buildings within the proposed district
share a common historical association due to their construction dates and location in a small
historical plat of Wichita.

The district is characterized by one- and two-story buildings with no vacant lots. Many houses
have garages located to the rear, which are reached by side yard driveways leading from Bitting
to the rear of the lot. Although several of the garages are non-historic, their size and location at
the rear of the lot does not detract from the overall integrity of the district. Bitting Avenue has
sidewalks with a grassed strip in between the sidewalk and street. The ground is level, and some
front yards have very low concrete walls on the sidewalk edge. The street is lined with mature
deciduous shade trees, and virtually all of the houses share the same setback. These features
contribute to the historic sense of time and place of the proposed district. Bitting Avenue ends
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on the south at North Riverside Park, and continues north over the Little Arkansas River on the
Bitting Bridge. 11th Street retains its historic brick surface, and is counted as a contributing
structure.

Some of the earlier prominent homes on Bitting may have been designed by an architect, but the
designs of most of the houses were probably obtained from plan books. Some houses may also
be “kit” houses, such as a Sears or Alladin house. Architectural styles in the proposed district
range from those found in the late Victorian era through the early twentieth century.

A list of the contributing and non-contributing buildings follows. Information specific to each
building is found in the following list, including: present address, construction and significant
alteration dates in parenthesis, historic name(s) if known, and the building’s contributing/non-
contributing status. Also included is a brief description of each building, including architectural
style if applicable. Classification categories for architectural styles or forms are those described
in McAlester’s A Field Guide to American Architecture. Lastly, the contributing status of any
outbuilding is listed.

NORTH BITTING AVENUE

1101 N. Bitting. (c. 1946) Contributing

A one-story wood frame Minimal Traditional house which has vernacular references to the
Tudor Revival, this building has multiple gable roofs and different cladding in the gable ends.
There is brick veneer on the first story and clapboard in the gable ends. The house has a side
gable with shallow eaves, and a lower side gable extension on the south elevation. A one-bay,
front gable roof on the east elevation has simple square wood columns. There is a front gable
dormer on east elevation, and a centered interior chimney. The south elevation, formerly the
front, contains a lower gable bay with recessed entry on the west end, and another lowered gable
bay on the east end containing paired windows. An addition to the rear (west) contains a garage.

1104 N. Bitting, Matson House. (c. 1909) Contributing

This two-story wood clapboard Foursquare house has Colonial Revival influences, found in the
front-facing gable with arched pedimented returns. The upper story windows are very tall,
narrow, 1/1 double-hung, and there is a leaded glass windows on the first story. There is a one-
story, full width hip roof porch with wrought iron porch columns and balustrade. There are hip
roof dormers, and a one-story hip roof bay on the south elevation. A one-story shed roof garage
1s attached on the rear.

1107 N. Bitting, Carson House. (c. 1946) Contributing
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This one story Minimal Traditional house has a side gable roof and pedimented awning entry
cover. Windows vary in configuration, and are either 1/1, 6/6, or 3/3 double-hung. The house
has wood frame with front brick veneer, and a one-story, one car garage addition to the north.
The garage doors are sliding, vertical wood with a circular window. There is a non-contributing
garage with side gable roof at the rear, built outside of the district’s period of significance.

1108 N. Bitting, Capps House. (c. 1909) Contributing

This one-story wood frame Crafisman Bungalow has clapboard siding. It features a hip roof,
with widely overhanging eaves having flat brackets beneath. There is a front hip roof dormer,
also with wide overhanging eaves and brackets, as well as paired multi-paned windows. The
porch is recessed beneath the main roof, and has tapering square wood columns with capitals
supporting a wide entablature. The cornerboards on the facade and front dormer mimic the porch
columns, and are tapering wood with capitals. The porch balustrade is solid clapboard.

Windows are double-hung, with multi-paned upper sashes. There is a small one car non-
contributing garage at the alley, with gable-front roof and non-original metal siding.

1111 N. Bitting, Palmer House. (c. 1908) Contributing

This one-and-a-half story wood Dutch Colonial Revival house has the character-defining side
gambrel roof. It has narrow clapboard siding on the first story, and square wood shingles on the
second story/gambrel ends. The full-width, one-story porch with shed roof is also partly recessed
beneath the roof of the main house. The porch has square wood columns with simple capitals
and flat balusters. A centered gable dormer on the front elevation has end returns and paired
windows. Windows are 12/1 or 9/1. There is a contributing one car garage at the alley, with
narrow clapboard siding, hip roof, and a small narrow window on the south elevation.

1112 N. Bitting, Vail House. (c. 1908) Contributing

This one-story National Folk: pyramidal house with wood clapboard siding has classically
inspired design elements, such as the tapering wood porch columns with capitals supporting a -
full entablature. The balusters are simple square wood. The bellcast hip roof has widely
overhanging eaves, with a similarly-shaped front dormer having paired multi-paned windows.
Other windows are 1/1 double-hung.

1116 N. Bitting, Burfield House. (c. 1902) Contributing

This one-and-a-half-story Queen Anne clapboard house has a side gable roof, with cross front
gable. There is a full length, one-story porch with hip roof, part of which is recessed beneath the
front gable bay. The porch supports are octagonal wood fluted round columns. The windows on
the front elevation are paired on both stories, and are tall, narrow, 1/1. There is a one-and-a-half
story non-contributing two car garage to the rear, with gambrel-front roof, concrete block walls,
and aluminum siding in the gambrel end.
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1117 N. Bitting, Smith House. (c. 1911) Contributing

This one-story, wood clapboard Queen Anne cottage is distinguished by its multiple roof lines,
formed by a basic hip roof with multiple front-facing gables, including the pedimented entry over
the front porch. The full width porch roof is partly formed by the extension of the eaves of the
main house; it has simple tapering round columns. There are fishscale shingles in the gable ends,
and windows are 1/1 with wood entablature surrounds. A one car garage with gable roof is
attached on the rear of the house.

1120 N. Bitting, Eshelman House. (c. 1911) Contributing

This wood clapboard Crafisman Bungalow house has two stories, which are formed by a 3/4
width shed roof front dormer set on a one-and-a-half story side gable roof. The gable ends are
pedimented, and the full width front porch, which is recessed beneath the front dormer, has a full
entablature supported by square columns set on cast stone piers. There is a one car contributing
garage at the alley, with side gable roof, overhanging eaves, narrow clapboard siding with corner
boards, and a simple horizontal board in the gable apex, serving as a vergeboard.

1121 N. Bitting, Bergman House. (c. 1891) Key Contributing

A two-story wood clapboard Queen Anne house with irregular floor plan and multiple roof lines.
The full width, one-story porch with hip roof extends around to the north elevation to form a
porte-cochere. The porte-cochere has simple square wood columns with carved brackets. There
is a centered pedimented entry to the porch with decorative openings in the tympanum and
spandrels below. An extension of the second story roof above this entry forms another small
porch on the upper level, which has turned spindle columns and a semi-elliptical arched frieze.
The windows are very tall, narrow, 1/1 double-hung. The front facing gable has pedimented
caves and vertical stick work. There is a two-story bay on the south, and a non-contributing two
car garage with wide aluminum siding to the rear.

1124 N. Bitting, Hopkins House. (c. 1914) Contributing

This one-and-a-half story Dutch Colonial Revival house has cross-gambrel roofs with end
returns. The front porch is recessed beneath the overhanging second story, and has slender wood
columns and balustrade. The south elevation has an entry door flanked by small multi-paned
windows. The other windows are large 1/1 double-hung, and are paired on the second story.
The house has wood clapboard siding, and fishscale shingles at the gambrel ends. The
foundation is cast stone concrete blocks.

1129 N. Bitting, Camp House. (c. 1911) Contributing

This one-and-a-half story wood clapboard Crafisman Bungalow with steeply pitched side gable
roof has a large hip roof dormer on the front elevation. The dormer has four grouped windows,
and overhanging open eaves. There are triangular knee brackets on the open gable ends. A full
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length porch is recessed beneath the eaves of the main house. It has tapering square wood
columns set on stone piers supporting a plain architrave, with a simple flat rail balustrade.
Windows are 1/1 double-hung. There is a hip roof contributing garage to the rear with narrow
clapboard siding.

1130 N. Bitting, Root-Sternberg House. (c. 1887) Contributing

This two-story wood clapboard Queen Anne house has the character-defining multiple roof lines,
formed by a gablet hip roof with intersecting front gable, as well as shed roof extensions over a
second story porch on the front and a bay on the south. The gablet and the decorative
vergeboards on the gable ends have sunburst decorations. Beneath the vergeboards are wood
shingles. A one-story, full width porch with hip roof wraps around on the south elevation. It has
a pedimented entry, and the porch columns are square wood. The windows are tall, narrow, 1/1,
and are either single or paired. There is a non-contributing garage to the rear, built outside of
the district’s period of significance.

1132-34 N. Bitting. (c. 1934; moved c. 1953) Non-contributing

Set back at the rear of the lot, this one-story wood frame National Folk: pyramidal duplex
features a full width porch recessed beneath the main roof. The porch has tapering square fluted
classical columns supporting a wide entablature. There is a hip roof dormer on the front
elevation, and two entry doors centered on the front elevation. Although over fifty years in age,
the building was moved to this site in the 1950s, outside of the district’s period of significance.

1136 N. Bitting, Star TV & Appliance. (c. 1956) Non-contributing

This one-story, flat roof brick commercial building is attached to the adjoining building on the
north -- 1142-44 N. Bitting. The front elevation is angled to the southeast. The entry door is on
the north end, and there are two display windows on the front elevation.

1139 N. Bitting, Jennings House. (c. 1911) Contributing

This one-story stucco Queen Anne house has a highly irregular form and roof lines. There is a
3/4 width front porch which terminates on the north end with a circular roof featuring a finial.
The porch has square wood columns, and entry piers topped with pommels. A multi-sided bay
with pyramidal roof immediately northwest is set into a moderately steeply pitched hip roof.
There is a front gable on the south end of the front elevation, with a parapet edge having Mission
Revival influences. An attic level window on this front gable has a semi-elliptical arched
opening. There is a one car contributing garage to the rear, with front gable roof, narrow
clapboard siding, and a small shed attached to the rear.
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1140 N. Bitting (c. 1930)' Contributing

This is another one-story, flat roof commercial building which is attached to the adjoining
building on the north -- 1142-44 N. Bitting. This frame one-part commercial block building, as
defined by Longstreth in The Buildings of Main Street, has an entry door on the north end of the
front elevation with a display window on the south.” The entry door has a large glass sash, and
wood pilasters separate the door from the display window. The transom area has been closed
down. The roof has a parapet edge on the front with clapboard siding.

1142-44 N. Bitting. (c. 1911) Contributing

This two-story wood frame building has a hip roof with gablets on the west and east elevations.
There is a two-story, full-width porch recessed beneath the roof eaves of the main house. The
porch has square wood columns on both stories, and a simple wood rail balustrade on the second
story. There are large display windows with transoms on the first floor, west elevation, and an
angled entry at the northwest corner.

1145 N. Bitting/905 W. 11th). (c. 1973) Non-contributing
This two-story multi-family residential building has a shallow hip roof and flat deck. Thereis a
two-story porch on the east elevation with stairs leading to entries on the second story.

1203 N. Bitting. (c. 1980) Non-contributing

This two-story multi-family residence house with front gable roof has minimal detailing. There
is a large exterior brick chimney on the front elevation, with steps leading to a second-story with
an entry to the upper level.

1204 N. Bitting, Umbarger House. (c. 1903) Contributing

A one-story example of the National Folk: pyramidal subtype with wood clapboard siding. It is
a variant of this property type in that this house features a front gable wall dormer, with a lower

front gable porch centered on the front elevation. There is an addition on the rear which extends
to the south. The one-bay wide porch has simple square wood porch columns, and 1/1 windows.
The house has clapboard siding with corner boards. There is a contributing one car garage near

the alley, with front gable roof, narrow clapboard siding, and swinging wood garage doors.

This construction date differs from that on the historic resource inventory form (c. 1911); however, this
building is not evident on Sanborn maps until 1935.

“Richard Longstreth, The Buildings of Main Street (Walnut Creek, CA: Alta Mira Press, 2000) p. 54.




