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1.  Name of Property 

Historic name  Colorado-Derby Building 

Other names/site number Alvin E. Morris Administrative Center; KHRI #173-10845 

Name of related Multiple Property Listing N/A 

 

2.  Location 

street & number  201 North Water Street   not for publication 

city or town  Wichita   vicinity 

state Kansas code KS county Sedqwick code 173 zip code 67202 

 

3-4. Certification  

 

I hereby certify that this property is listed in the Register of Historic Kansas Places.  

Applicable State Register Criteria:    x   A          B          C         D 

  
 
SEE FILE                                   ____________________________________ 
Signature of certifying official/Title  Patrick Zollner, Deputy SHPO                                          Date 
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5.  Classification  

 

Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box) 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

 

    Contributing Noncontributing  

X private X building(s) 1 0 buildings 

 public - Local  district 0 0 district 

 public - State  site 0 1 site 

 public - Federal  structure 1 0 structure 

   object 0 0 object 

    3 0 Total 

 

 
  Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the State Register 
 

  0 
                         
                     
 

6. Function or Use                                                                      

Historic Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions)  

Current Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

COMMERCE/ TRADE: Business  EDUCATION: Education-Related 

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

   

7. Description 

Architectural Classification 

(Enter categories from instructions) 
 Materials 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

MODERN MOVEMENT  foundation: CONCRETE 

  walls: CONCRETE 

   GLASS 

  roof: ASPHALT 

  other: STEEL 

    
 

 

 



Colorado-Derby Building  f Wichita, Sedgwick County 
Name of Property              City and County 

 

3 

 

Narrative Description 

Summary Paragraph  

 
The Colorado-Derby Building is located at 201 North Water Street in the heart of downtown Wichita, Sedgwick County, 

Kansas. Two contributing resources and one non-contributing resource comprise the nominated property: the nine-story 

building and the adjacent parking structure are contributing while the landscaped plaza at the southeast corner of the 

property is non-contributing. The building is located at the southeast corner of the block fronting North Water Street and 

West 1
st
 Street. Surface parking lots surround the building on the north and west; public sidewalks abut the building on the 

east and south elevations. North of the building, a masonry canopy covers the entrance to an underground parking garage, 

a contributing structure. A small non-historic landscaped plaza fills the southeast corner of the site. The nine-story Modern 

Movement building has a concrete foundation, curtainwall construction, metal cladding, and a flat roof. Continuous bands 

of historic windows, alternating with continuous bands of historic enameled metal spandrel panels emphasize the 

horizontality of the north, south, and west elevations. A tower at the east end of the building has historic concrete panel 

cladding on the south elevation, non-historic EIFS panels on the east elevation, and continuous columns of windows at 

each corner, creating a contrasting sense of verticality. On the interior, the main entrance opens into a small, historic 

lobby. Three elevators and a staircase form a circulation core at the northeast corner of the building. Office suites with 

varying configurations and historic and non-historic finishes fill each floor.  
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Elaboration  

 

Setting 

The Colorado-Derby Building is located at 201 North Water Street in downtown Wichita, Kansas. Interstate Highway 135 

runs approximately one-and-one-half miles to the east; US-54/400 Highway runs less than one mile to the south (Figure 

1). The Arkansas River flows less than one-quarter mile to the west. A sparse assortment of commercial buildings of 

various dates and styles fill the surrounding blocks (Photos 7, 8). Surface parking lots and paved alleys surround most 

buildings. The Century II Performing Arts center lies two blocks to the south; a complex of city and county buildings lies 

three blocks north. 

 

The property occupies a parcel at the southeast corner of the block bounded by North Water Street on the east, West First 

Street on the south; North Wichita Street on the west and West Second Street on the north (Figure 2). Two adjacent 

buildings fill the northeast corner of the block. A surface parking lot that was not historically associated with the property 

fills the remainder of the block. Public sidewalks abut the building on the east and south elevations. A paved alley spans 

the west elevation. 

 

Colorado-Derby Building Contributing Building 

 1959-1960 

Exterior 

The Colorado-Derby Building is a nine-story Modern Movement office tower with a concrete foundation, a flat roof, historic 

enameled metal cladding on the south, north, and part of the east elevation, historic concrete cladding on the west and 

part of the south elevation, and non-historic EIFS panels on the remainder of the east elevation. The building has a roughly 

L-shaped footprint comprised of two blocks: a wide, horizontally-oriented block on the west and a narrow, vertically-

oriented block on the east (Photo 1). 

 

The primary elevation faces south (Photos 1, 4). Five bays organize the first story. From the west, historic concrete panels 

with no fenestration clad Bay 1. These panels are identical to those on the west elevation. A pair of historic aluminum 

frame doors with a transom fills the recessed Bay 2. Historic stacked Roman brick topped with a continuous band of 

historic aluminum frame windows clads Bay 3. Historic aluminum-frame glazing flanks the brick on each end of the bay 

and wraps the corners into recessed Bays 2 and 4. The entrance in the recessed Bay 4 was altered at an unknown date. It 

has a pair of non-historic hinged aluminum frame doors and a pair of non-historic sliding aluminum doors with transoms in 

the center, with flanking non-historic stacked red brick walls. The recessed Bay 5 has historic large-aggregate concrete 

panel cladding in the center. A metal slab door flanks the west side; the east side is open (the upper level is cantilevered 

over this bay). 
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Two bays organize the upper floors of the south elevation. In the long Bay 1, continuous bands of historic fixed and sliding 

aluminum frame windows span the facade. Bands of historic enameled metal panels fill the spandrels. Rows of historic 

large-aggregate concrete panels clad the center of the recessed Bay 2. The panels form fifteen full-height rows with two 

partial-height rows, one each at the top and bottom of the façade. Five panels comprise each row. Some of the panels 

have a honed, smooth surface, displaying a cross-section of the large aggregate rather than the exposed aggregate. In 

some panels the entire surface is honed while other panels display this treatment on only one half of the panel. Some of 

the half-panels are divided vertically while others are divided horizontally. While the distribution of the honed panels is 

irregular, it is consistently used on at least one panel in each row. Although there is no pattern to the arrangement of the 

distinct surface treatments, the arrangement is deliberate, as identified on the historic plans (Figure 15). A continuous 

column of historic aluminum windows with two continuous aluminum mullions flanks the concrete panels on each side. A 

historic wide metal band frames the east side and top of the windows. 

 

Six bays organize the first story of the east elevation (Photo 2). Recessed historic aluminum-frame glazing fills Bay 1. Non-

historic stacked red brick and aluminum frame glazing fill Bay 2, modified at an unknown date. Bays 3 to 5 project from the 

façade. Historic large-aggregate concrete panels, identical to the concrete panels on the south elevation, fill Bay 3. A 

recessed entrance with a pair of historic aluminum frame doors with sidelights and a transom fill Bay 4. Historic stacked 

Roman brick with glazing at the upper half of the wall fills Bay 5. Historic aluminum frame glazing with a pair of doors fills 

the first story of the deeply recessed Bay 6.  

 

Three bays organize the upper floors of the east elevation. On the upper floors, the banded fenestration and historic 

enameled metal spandrels wrap the southeast corner and continue across the south side of Bay 1. The spandrels project 

slightly from the façade to form what were historically designed as planters, although the actual use of these spaces as 

planters cannot be confirmed (Figure 23). Concrete fills the upper surface of this area (Figure 24). A narrow continuous 

column of three historic aluminum windows separated by aluminum mullions fills Bay 2, adjacent to the the north side of 

Bay 1. Alternating bands of vertical and horizontal non-historic EIFS panels, devoid of fenestration, clad the cantilevered 

upper floors of Bay 3. These panels replaced ceramic tile cladding that had previously failed and was removed. The panels 

rise above the roofline, one-full story above the parapet. 

 

Two bays organize the north elevation (Photo 3). The recessed first story of Bay 1 has the same historic stacked Roman 

brick cladding with aluminum frame glazing in the upper half as the east and south elevations. The upper floors likewise 

have the same banded fenestration and historic enameled metal spandrels as the east and south elevations. Historic 

vertical concrete panels, devoid of fenestration, clad Bay 2. The grid of the concrete panels corresponds to the floor height 

of each story and continues the pattern established on the west elevation. There are four full and two partial panels in each 

of the nine rows. The frame for the historic roof screen is extant at the east end of the roof. The frame connects to the 

historic frame for the east facade. The historic screen panels were removed during a prior renovation. New metal mesh 

screening was installed beyond the historic frame to conceal additional mechanical equipment. A small rectangular 

structure rises above the flat roof to contain the elevator overrun. The structure is concrete on the lower third and red brick 

on the upper two thirds. The windowless structure has a flat roof. 

 

Historic vertical concrete panels clad the west elevation. The grid of the narrow panels corresponds to the floor height of 

each story. The concrete panels clad the spandrel area between the bands of windows (Photo 4). The historic pattern of 

banded fenestration and spandrel panels of the south elevation wraps the southwest corner of the building and continues 

across the south three-quarters of the west elevation. However, the window configuration changes on the west elevation. 

The historic steel windows have four fixed lights with the two upper lights being taller than the lower two. The north quarter 

of the elevation and the entire first floor are devoid of fenestration. 

 

Interior 

A circulation core at the northeast corner of the building organizes each floor. Elevator lobbies and corridors project from 

the circulation core. Various configurations of office suites fill the remainder of each floor. The entrance lobby was altered 

at an unknown date, as it does not match the historic plans. The non-historic main entrance at the east end of the south 

elevation opens into a glazed vestibule. Pairs of non-historic aluminum interior doors open into the main lobby. The lobby 

has historic terrazzo floors and non-historic stacked red brick walls (Photo 9). Historic plaster and non-historic drywall 
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cover the ceiling. Two pairs of historic glazed aluminum doors on the west wall access office space. Three elevators line 

the north wall. The lobby continues into a corridor that accesses the non-historic pair of aluminum doors at the east 

entrance. The historic exposed large-aggregate concrete panel cladding from the exterior continues on the interior wall 

south of the entrance (Figure 25). Although the lobby was altered at an unknown date, including the modification of the 

deeply recessed south entrance and the enclosing of the stainless steel-covered columns, the current configuration of 

entrances and elevators is largely intact. The stacked red brick is similar to the historic stacked Roman brick. The south 

entrances were moved out to provide space for an enclosed vestibule. 

 

Two staircases and three elevators provide vertical circulation from the basement to the roof. The U-shaped concrete 

stairs are located in the northwest and southeast corners of the building. They have simple historic metal rails and historic 

plaster walls and ceilings (Figure 26). Historic quarry tile covers the treads in the southeast stair. A small elevator lobby 

runs east-west through the east half of each floor. The three elevator shafts have historic cabs. The basement and first 

floor elevator lobbies have unique historic finishes while the lobbies on the upper floors are identical. The basement 

elevator lobby has a historic green mosaic tile wall with metal frames around the cabs (Photo 10). VCT tile covers the floor; 

historic plaster covers the ceiling. On the west wall of the basement lobby, historic glazed opening with a pair of historic 

glazed aluminum doors accesses the garage. The first-floor elevator lobby is part of the main entrance lobby. Non-historic 

stacked brick clads the walls between the elevators. The floors are historic terrazzo while the ceilings are plaster. In the 

elevator lobbies on the upper floors, historic parquet wood floor with wood base trim is extant on most floors. Historic 

mosaic tile walls are intact beneath non-historic drywall wall treatment in the lobbies on all floors. Men’s and women’s 

restrooms are located east of the elevator lobby on each floor. The restrooms have historic quarry tile floors, plaster walls 

and ceilings, and replacement fixtures. 

 

Various configurations of office suites fill the remainder of each floor (Photo 12). As is typical of a speculative office 

building, these spaces were renovated with updated finishes in the 1990s when new owners acquired the building. Carpet 

and VCT tile with rubber base trim cover the floors. Historic plaster and non-historic drywall partitions divide the space. 

Dropped ceiling grids with acoustical tiles cover the ceilings. Historic finishes are extant in some areas. These include 

wood base trim, aluminum frame glazed partitions, historic dropped ceiling grids with replacement tiles, and historic wood 

or glazed aluminum doors set in metal frames with sidelights. Offices on the south side of the first floor have historic 

exposed Roman brick and wood panel walls with glazing in the upper half (Photo 11). Some of these offices have historic 

plaster walls and ceilings. Decorative walnut partitions divide spaces within these offices. A historic mail chute runs 

through the building.  

 

Parking Garage and North Parking Lot Contributing Structure 

 1959-1960 

A roughly fifteen-car concrete surface parking lot fills the remainder of the lot north of the building, atop the underground 

parking garage. The entrance to the underground parking garage is located at the northeast corner of the parking lot. The 

underground parking garage has a unique, asymmetrical entrance canopy (Photo 6). An angled, wide U-shaped metal 

canopy covers the descending ramp. A cantilevered concrete wall supports the south side of the canopy. The north side 

has the same cantilevered concrete wall as on the west side. A red-brick wall with a curved corner rises above the canopy 

on the east side of the north wall. The wall is clad mostly in Roman brick. A portion at the east end was rebuilt using 

standard brick. Louvered vents fill the center of the brick wall on the interior side. A smaller concrete “canopy” with a 

similar shape as the main canopy tops the louvered vents. A metal picket rail spans the open, west side of the canopy. 

The garage partially extends under the building with an entrance that connects directly to the basement’s elevator lobby 

located towards the center of the building. 

 

Plaza Non-Contributing Site 

 c.1980 

A small landscaped plaza fills the southeast corner of the property between the main entrance and the public sidewalk 

(Photo 5). Brick pavers delineate the plaza while stacked red brick forms two geometrically-shaped planters. The planters 

create designated pathways through the plaza. Concrete fills the north planter while stones and bushes fill the south 

planter. Raised concrete slabs create designated seating areas along the planters. A large flag pole is mounted to the 

south planter. Although the configuration of this site does not match the historic plans, the plaza was historically designed 

to have planters and the materials reference the historic stacked Roman brick of the first story. 
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INTEGRITY 

The Colorado-Derby Building has experienced few changes since the period of significance and retains integrity. It stands 

in its original location on an open block in the central business district of downtown Wichita. The original setting of widely 

spaced buildings of various dates, styles, and sizes remains mostly intact, although some buildings on the block have been 

demolished. The Colorado-Derby Building retains the Modern Movement design of simple, geometric forms as conceived 

by architect W.I. Fischer. Alternating bands of historic windows and spandrels create a strong sense of horizontality, while 

the tower at the east elevation has a contrasting verticality. On the interior, historic elevator lobbies anchor each floor, 

surrounded by office suites of various configurations, as is typical of a speculative office building. Most of the original 

exterior materials, including the original enameled metal panels, large aggregate concrete panels, stacked Roman brick 

cladding, and metal windows are intact; although the metal panels have been painted and the historic mosaic tile on the 

east elevation has been removed and replaced with EIFS panels. The interior retains historic terrazzo floors, exposed 

stacked Roman brick walls, and wood and glass panel walls on the first floor; tile walls in the basement and behind non-

historic wall treatment on upper floor elevator lobbies; and parquet wood floors on some upper floor elevator lobbies. As is 

common for midcentury buildings, there is little evidence of artisans’ labor and skill aside from the simple, geometric form 

on the exterior and extant finishes on the interior, which define integrity in the area of workmanship.  

 

Changes to the exterior and interior are minimal. The removal of the original mosaic tile on the east elevation has 

compromised the National Register integrity of this building; however, the remainder of the building retains sufficient 

integrity to be eligible for the Register of Historic Kansas Places. The EIFS panels on the east vertical tower were installed 

when the adhesive for the original mosaic tile began to fail, sometime after 1982. The turquoise enameled metal spandrel 

panels were painted beige around the same time. The configuration and finishes of the office suites have been altered 

over the years, as is typical in speculative office buildings. Non-historic materials include carpet and VCT tile floors, 

dropped ceiling grids, and drywall partitions. All of these interior changes are reversible. The first-floor lobby was altered at 

an unknown date. The entrance was moved to provide space for a vestibule. The aluminum-frame glazing and the stacked 

red brick are similar to the historic materials used on the first floor. Overall, the design, materials, and workmanship remain 

intact and the building expresses its time and place as a Modern office building. The Colorado-Derby Building continues to 

communicate the feelings of progress and modernity that new high rise office buildings expressed in the post-WWII 

period. It retains associations with private redevelopment and revitalization efforts that transformed downtown Wichita from 

a dense collection of vintage buildings to a more open arrangement of contemporary buildings in the 1950s and 1960s. 
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8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable Criteria  
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for State Register listing) 

 

X 
A Property is associated with events that have made a 

significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history.  

 
B Property is associated with the lives of persons 

significant in our past. 
  

   

 
C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics  

of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  

   

 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history. 

 

 
  

 
 
 

Criteria Considerations  
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply) 

 

Property is: 

 
 

A 

 
Owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes.  

 
 

B 
 
removed from its original location. 

 
 

C 
 
a birthplace or grave. 

 
 

D 
 
a cemetery. 

 
 

E 
 
a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

 
 

F 
 
a commemorative property. 

 
 

G 
 
less than 50 years old or achieving significance 

 
 within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Period of Significance  

1959-1965 

 

 

Significant Dates 

1959 

 

 

 

Significant Person 

(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above) 

N/A 

 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

 

 

Architect/Builder 

Fisher, William I. (Architect) 

 

 

 

 

 

Period of Significance (justification) 

 
The period of significance begins in 1959 with the start of construction and ends in 1965, the fifty-year closing date for 
periods of significance where activities begun historically continue to have importance but no more specific date can be 
determined. 

 

Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary) 
N/A 
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Narrative Statement of Significance 

Summary Paragraph  

 
The Colorado-Derby Building (Colorado-Derby Building) is eligible for listing in the Register of Historic Kansas Places 

under Criterion A for COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT. It is significant as an important early component of 

a larger movement of attempted economic and architectural revitalization that transformed downtown Wichita in the 1950s 

and 1960s. Constructed in 1959-1960, the nine-story building is an early example of a Modern Movement speculative 

office tower erected within a pattern of development that shaped Wichita’s downtown at midcentury. New buildings erected 

as icons on the skyline were intended to refresh, modernize, and revitalize the downtown core through public and private 

investment in civic and commercial improvements. As the desire grew among downtown property owners and city planners 

in the early 1950s to replace deteriorated early twentieth-century warehouses and commercial buildings within the central 

business district (CBD), Frank and Harvey Ablah recognized the onset of this trend and constructed the Colorado-Derby 

Building to provide speculative office space. The project redeveloped the former warehouse and manufacturing site of the 

Ablah family business, the Ablah Hotel Supply Company. Named for its largest and most prominent tenant, the Colorado-

Derby Building was fully occupied when it opened in 1960 and maintained high occupancy rates over the following decade. 

Seventeen prominent companies operated headquarters in the building. In addition to oil and gas companies, the 

numerous grain processing companies housed at the Colorado-Derby Building made it an office hub for this industry in 

downtown Wichita. The construction and subsequent occupancy of this building illustrates the continuing importance of 

manufacturing industries to the economy of Wichita at midcentury and the ability of these industries to contribute to the 

economic and physical revitalization of downtown. The blocks immediately surrounding the building continued to develop in 

a similar fashion over the following decade with large-scale modern buildings and parking lots replacing smaller 

commercial and industrial buildings built a half-century earlier. All of this development activity culminated in a formal Urban 

Renewal project utilizing federal funds in the late 1960s. In Wichita, private investment focused on providing office space 

for industrial companies, rather than public funding, initiated the revitalization that transformed downtown. The Colorado-

Derby Building is an important early example of this private investment trend. The Colorado-Derby Building, constructed at 

the eastern edge of a traditionally industrial area, expresses the central role manufacturing played in the local economy. 

The period of significance begins in 1959 with construction of the building and ends in 1965, the fifty-year closing date for 

periods of significance where activities begun historically continue to have importance but no more specific date can be 

determined. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Elaboration  
 

Development of Downtown Wichita  

The City of Wichita was founded and incorporated in 1870. By the 1880s a commercial core had developed within the 

original town plat. Retail businesses were centered on Douglas Avenue and Main Street, while industrial areas developed 

between Water Street and the Big Arkansas River and also along Douglas Street.
1
 The boundaries of the central business 

district grew as the city developed. By 1965 Wichita city planners defined boundaries for the roughly 350-acre core area as 

Central Street on the north, Kellogg Street on the south, the Arkansas River on the west and the Santa Fe Railroad tracks 

on the east.
2
 The inclusion of industrial areas within the central business district highlights the importance of manufacturing 

and production to the economic vitality of the city. 

 

Wichita developed as a manufacturing center beginning in the 1880s. Several large railroad lines passed through the city. 

The St. Louis, Wichita and Southwestern Railroad Company was the first to arrive in 1872.
3
 It established a depot at 

Wichita and Second streets. The Santa Fe, Missouri Pacific, and Rock Island, also ran through the city, making Wichita a 

transportation and distribution hub for the region. In late 1890s the Missouri Pacific Railroad constructed a spur that ran 

along Waco Street across Douglas Street to access Union Mills, a large grain mill. Large areas of productive agricultural 

                         
1
 Historic Preservation Services, LLC, Historic Context Report, Waterwalk Redevelopment Area, Wichita, Kansas, (Kansas City, Missouri: 2005), 4. 

2
 Wichita-Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning Department, “Commercial Land Use Plan, 1965-1985,” (Wichita, Kansas: 1965), 27. 

3
 Hon. O. H. Bentley, History of Wichita and Sedgwick County Kansas (Chicago, IL: C. F. Cooper & Co., 1910), 560.  Google Books: 

https://books.google.com/books?id=0DFEAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA928&dq=History+of+Wichita+and+Sedgwick+County+Kansas&hl=en&sa=X&ei=izeEVca
dIY3UoATBvK24Dw&ved=0CCYQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=History%20of%20Wichita%20and%20Sedgwick%20County%20Kansas&f=false, (accessed 
19 June 2015. 

https://books.google.com/books?id=0DFEAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA928&dq=History+of+Wichita+and+Sedgwick+County+Kansas&hl=en&sa=X&ei=izeEVcadIY3UoATBvK24Dw&ved=0CCYQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=History%20of%20Wichita%20and%20Sedgwick%20County%20Kansas&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=0DFEAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA928&dq=History+of+Wichita+and+Sedgwick+County+Kansas&hl=en&sa=X&ei=izeEVcadIY3UoATBvK24Dw&ved=0CCYQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=History%20of%20Wichita%20and%20Sedgwick%20County%20Kansas&f=false
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land and livestock ranches thrived in proximity to this distribution network. The rapid growth of farming also encouraged 

development of farm implement manufacturing in Wichita. By 1914, bakeries and flour/grist mills accounted for nearly 

fifteen percent of the total manufacturing businesses in the city.
4
 By 1919 Wichita was the fourth-largest milling center in 

the country. While the mills were located along Santa Fe Avenue north of downtown, the overwhelming majority of grain 

businesses operated their headquarters in the Sedgwick Building at the northwest corner of First and Market Streets.
5
  

 

As the manufacturing and processing companies supported the economy, retail businesses thrived. The intersection of 

Douglas Avenue and Main Street remained the core of the central business district. Sanborn Maps from 1914 show dense 

streetwalls of primarily one- to five-story buildings that lined Main Street, and Douglas Avenue and portions of Market 

Street. The businesses consisted of a department store, laundry, the Southwestern Drug Company, rooming houses, 

theaters, various repair shops, printers, and an undertaker, among others. Small pockets of residential development were 

located just one block to the north and east along Water Street. East of the downtown core and Water Street, industrial 

buildings filled the blocks on either side of Wichita Street north of Douglas Avenue, the area that today surrounds the 

Colorado-Derby Building. The Forum, Wichita’s municipal auditorium constructed in 1911, was the center of civic 

development located immediately southwest of the commercial district at the intersection of Water and English streets. 

The Central Fire Station, Carnegie Library, and the City Hall were all located within two blocks of The Forum.
6
 

 

Following the discovery of oil in the region in 1915, Wichita’s economy continued to diversify and prosper. By the 1920s, its 

location within the Mid-Continent petroleum field made Wichita a center of the nascent oil industry. Eleven oil companies 

and refineries established facilities in Wichita by 1926. The Kanita and Golden Rule oil companies, which started in 1916, 

and Derby Refining Company, which opened in 1917, are three such companies.
7
 Wichita’s economy flourished in the 

1920s and 1930s. The traditional economic sectors (agriculture, transportation, distribution, and oil) were supplemented by 

investment in the new field of aviation. Commercial aviation companies, including Cessna, Stearman, and Beechcraft, 

established factories and headquarters in the city, although many of these were located on the outer edges of the city.  

 

Sanborn Maps from 1935 show how economic growth based on the primary industries described above impacted the built 

environment of downtown Wichita. The dense streetwalls of commercial buildings had spread from the core of Douglas 

and Main streets south and east to the surrounding blocks. Commercial buildings lined the blocks between First Street and 

English Street on the north and south and Water Street and Emporia Street on the east and west. A variety of businesses 

occupied small retail buildings or leased space in one of several larger office buildings that ranged in height from three to 

ten stories.
8
 The impact of the automobile is evident in the number of new parking garages and auto dealerships 

constructed downtown. The headquarters of prominent grain manufactures had relocated to the Wheeler-Kelly-Hagny 

Building, a seven-story building at 116 South Market Street.
9
 

 

In the 1940s, Wichita’s reputation as an aviation center brought important defense contracts following the onset of World 

War II. The population grew from 115,000 in 1940 to 135,000 in 1943, due to this increase in military aircraft 

manufacturing.
10

 Although nearly half of the city’s residents depended on local aircraft plants for their livelihood, other 

important local manufacturing and processing companies provided employment to Wichita residents, included Coleman 

Lamp and Stove Company, Hayes Equipment Company, and Clear Vision Pump Company. The proximity to major 

transportation routes and the location of gas and oil refineries in the area, including the Colorado-Derby Company, greatly 

enhanced the distribution capabilities of these national businesses by providing the petroleum necessary for transportation 

                         
4
 Kathy Morgan, “Commercial and Industrial Resources Wichita, Sedgwick County, Kansas,” Draft National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property 

Documentation Form, (Wichita, Kansas: 2015), 9. 
5
 Polk-McAvoy Directory Company’s Wichita City Directory 1914.  Wichita, KS: Polk-McAvoy Directory Co., 1914. Online database, Ancestry.com: 

http://interactive.ancestry.com/2469/13016404?backurl=http%3A%2F%2Fsearch.ancestry.com%2Fsearch%2Fdb.aspx%3Fdbid%3D2469%26path%3D
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of raw material and finished products.
11

 While the influence of the railroad waned after World War II, paralleling a national 

decline, Wichita remained a transportation hub with the development of the aviation industry and the interstate highway 

system which increased trucking and freight traffic. 

 

By 1950, the population of Wichita had risen dramatically to 190,000 within the city limits
12

 and to roughly 255,000 in the 

metropolitan area.
13

 Agriculture and oil and gas production remained steady contributors to the local economy. Associated 

businesses necessary to the petroleum industry, such as geologists and drilling companies, opened in Wichita. The 

agricultural economy continued to flourish. Located in close proximity to the farms that produced one-fifth of the country’s 

supply of winter wheat,
14

 Wichita became the fifth largest milling center in the country from World War II until the early 

1960s.
15

  

 

Sanborn Maps show very little change in the downtown core between 1935 and 1950. The commercial strip along Douglas 

Avenue expanded east to Washington Street and north and south to Third Street and Waterman Street, respectively. 

Dense clusters of two- and three-story masonry buildings with retail storefronts were typical of new and old construction. 

The number of parking facilities and automobile-related businesses continued to increase. Commercial buildings housed 

department stores, drug stores, banks, theaters, hotels, and appliance stores. Professional offices such as lawyers, 

doctors, and insurance companies filled taller office buildings scattered throughout downtown. The headquarters of several 

flour mills remained in the Wheeler-Kelly-Hagny Building. 

 

Wichita was the largest population center in Kansas in 1958 with nearly 327,000 people in the metropolitan area.
16

 The 

economic growth that followed World War II was reflected in the continued development of Wichita’s built environment. 

The increasing popularity of the automobile changed the commercial character of downtown as retail businesses and 

professional services moved to new suburban areas outside the downtown core, leaving behind primarily manufacturing 

companies and governmental agencies. City planners, likewise, began to look beyond the city center to the larger 

metropolitan area. Downtown Wichita began to change dramatically. No major office buildings had been constructed since 

1927. The introduction of both private investment and publically-funded Urban Renewal projects beginning in the late 

1950s generated large-scale redevelopment.
17

  

 

As in cities across the country, downtown revitalization efforts, suburbanization, and increasing use of the automobile 

altered the density, scale, and appearance of downtown Wichita. Existing buildings that suffered from disinvestment were 

demolished to make way for new high-rise office towers and parking facilities. The previously dense clusters of two- to five-

story buildings were gradually replaced with free-standing buildings surrounded by open parking lots, like the Colorado-

Derby Building. New development was concentrated east of the nominated building along East Douglas Avenue (Figure 5) 

and was of similar scale and design.
18

 Not only did these buildings, change the appearance of downtown, but the 

businesses housed within them were also important components of Wichita’s industrial economy. The first modern-era 

office tower in Wichita was the International Style Kansas Gas and Electric Company Building at 120 East First Street 

(1953-1955, Thomas and Harris Figure 8).
19

 Unlike the other speculative office buildings that would follow, the utility 

company was the sole occupant of the Kansas Gas and Electric Company Building. The second modern-era office tower 

and the first modern-era speculative office building in Wichita, Union Center Building at 150 North Main Street (1956, 

Overend and Boucher, Figure 9), housed a bank on the lower floors and oil-related companies on the upper floors. In 

addition to keeping these businesses downtown and the properties on the tax rolls, the companies occupying these 
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buildings employed individuals who utilized downtown parking facilities, dined in area restaurants, and patronized retail 

establishments, all of which supported the local economy. The ten-story Sedgwick County Courthouse (1957, Thomas, 

Harris, and Calvin, Figure 10) also predates the Colorado-Derby Building. It is an example of civic construction from this 

revitalization movement that was occupied by County offices and administrative departments, rather than commercial 

businesses. It was constructed slightly north of the downtown core at 525 North Main Street.  

 

While much of the development during this period was new construction, revitalization efforts extended to remodeling 

existing buildings. A Wichita Eagle article from 1963 discusses the numerous redevelopment projects occurring in 

downtown. It notes “remodeling of two office buildings and a department store, two retail establishments with new facades, 

facelifting at a North Market building.”
20

 The Fourth National Bank Building at 100-110 North Market Street was one 

example of this trend. Constructed in 1916 as a six-story Classical Revival style commercial building, it was expanded with 

a seven-story addition in 1923 (Figure 12).
21

 In 1958 the prosperous bank completed a major renovation, which included 

constructing a seven-story addition and modernizing the façade with marble and aluminum. Four floors of the new addition 

were speculative office space, anticipating commercial growth in downtown Wichita.
22

 The remainder of the building, 

however, was utilized specifically for banking purposes. Similarly, the Bitting Building at 107 North Market Street was a 

four-story Classical Revival style building constructed in 1911. It also received a seven-story addition in 1919 (Figure 13). 

The owners modernized the façade in 1959, installing new windows and storefronts and an aluminum cornice, to keep 

pace with the changing aesthetic of downtown.
23

 Like the Colorado-Derby Building, a large number of companies 

associated with the petroleum industry occupied the Bitting Building. Other businesses moved to new locations in existing 

downtown buildings rather than to new suburban development, keeping the downtown economy generally strong. A 

commercial land use plan from 1965 noted that the central business district generated the major share of city and county 

taxes and employment opportunities. The plan recommended strengthening and maintaining the central business district 

to ensure this revenue stream.
24 

New construction in downtown Wichita continued to generate revenue over the following 

decade.  

 

Concurrent with private development, the City of Wichita began implementing a large-scale Urban Renewal program in 

1958, although the physical manifestation of this program did not come to fruition for many years. Public funding peaked in 

the mid-1960s. According to a brochure on the Urban Renewal Plan for the city, these projects involved acquiring and 

clearing land in order to redevelop deteriorated areas for civic, commercial, and/or commercial use.
25

 These publicly-

funded activities paralleled the private development already initiated in downtown. A preliminary Urban Renewal Report 

from 1962 includes a map illustrating the building conditions of each block in Wichita. The block containing the Colorado-

Derby Building was determined to be in excellent condition despite the large number of early twentieth-century wholesale 

warehouses that remained north of the new building. Blocks east, west, and south of the nominated building are shown as 

“public and quasi-public development, non-residential, and vacant” with no indication of the state of the buildings.
26

 Blocks 

to the north received the lowest possible ranking at forty percent dilapidated and deteriorated. While the program focused 

primarily on residential areas outside the downtown core, there were four building projects in downtown Wichita - the 

Skyline, the Civic Center, the Administration Center, and Park Plaza “C,” along with storm sewer and other infrastructure 

improvements. While most of these projects were completed between 1966 and 1969, some of the cleared land remained 

undeveloped until the 1970s and 1980s. 

 

The 3.4-acre Skyline Project, located southeast of the Colorado-Derby Building at Main and Douglas streets, resulted in an 

office building for the Farm Credit Bank (1983) and the United Savings and Loan Building (1966). The Civic Center Project 

was much larger, occupying 47 acres south of the Colorado-Derby Building near Douglas Street. The project demolished 
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the Forum, the 1911 civic center, to create the Century II Civic Center (1966) that included a performing arts center and 

auditorium, a library, new office buildings, a hotel, and the A. Price Woodard and Finlay Ross parks. The Kiva Shopping 

Center attached to the Garvey Center Complex (1966-1969) and the First National Bank parking garage and park were 

privately developed as part of the Civic Center Project on lands cleared by the Urban Renewal Agency. The Administration 

Center, located in the blocks immediately surrounding the building, created a new City Administration Center, Federal 

Building, office and retail spaces, and senior housing.  

 

Development of high-rise office towers was intended to revive the areas identified as dilapidated in the 1962 Urban 

Renewal report and bring a new, fresh look to downtown. The office buildings that were constructed had simple geometric 

forms, modern materials, and banded fenestration patterns following the stylistic trends of the period. The large modern 

office buildings provided updated facilities with which older buildings could not compete. The new buildings used modern 

materials, such as aluminum and glass, and current technologies, such as concrete framing to enable curtainwall 

construction. New heating and cooling systems and new finishes were more desirable for prospective tenants. A study 

from 1976 showed that these new office buildings typically maintained occupancy rate of 90-100 percent while older 

buildings had occupancy rates of only 20-30 percent.
27

 These buildings housed office headquarters for a number of 

leading Wichita industries. Other buildings served as speculative office space for a lawyers, insurance companies and real 

estate companies. A comparison of photographs and renderings of downtown Wichita from the 1960s and 1970s 

illustrates the dramatic changes that occurred after 1950 (Figures 5, 6). New, modern office towers and smaller modern 

commercial buildings fill the area. Surface parking lots and parking garages occupy portions of the blocks along Douglas 

Avenue and dominate the blocks south of Waterman Street. With increasing use of the automobile, parking had become a 

major issue in the dense downtown streets. Redevelopment often resulted in new surface parking lots or parking garages.  

 

The blocks north and west of the Colorado-Derby Building remained undeveloped in the years following its construction. It 

was not until the 1970s, that the Administration Center Urban Renewal project began. The Oblinger-Smith Corporation 

published a planning study that reported that prior to redevelopment the area consisted of “mixed residential, commercial 

and industrial uses, general in substandard, obsolete buildings, with poor traffic circulation.”
28

 The approach for renewal 

aimed to redevelop the area by clearing all residential and substandard nonresidential uses, upgrading infrastructure, and 

improving storm sewers.
29

 One major building campaign in this area was construction of the City Administrative Center 

(Wichita City Hall, 455 North Main Street, 1974) to house local government offices as well as the Federal Building and 

senior housing. It is unknown if the Federal Building or senior housing were completed. 

 

Property History 

Frank and Harvey Ablah, prominent businessmen in Wichita, recognized the need for redevelopment around their long-

standing business at the corner of North Water and West First streets. Adjacent to the railroad tracks, the Ablah Hotel 

Supply Company had occupied a row of two-to three-story brick buildings on the site since 1920. Recognizing the changes 

occurring around them in the central business district, as large modern offices gradually replaced smaller commercial 

buildings, they relocated their hotel supply business and in 1958 hired George Champney Wrecking Company to demolish 

the buildings in order to construct the Colorado-Derby Building as an investment property. Frank’s son, George Ablah, 

would act as the leasing agent for the new office building. 

 

The Ablah Brothers had initially planned a three-story building solely for the Colorado-Derby Company, who were in the 

midst of a great period of expansion. They ultimately opted to build a larger speculative office tower as an investment 

property.
30

 When plans were announced, “other national tenants” showed interest in the building and stated a need for 

offices in downtown Wichita.
31

 The final plans by architect W.I. Fisher revealed a nine-story office tower that could 

accommodate both the Colorado-Derby Company and other interested tenants (Figures 14-17). Construction began in 

1959. Dondlinger and Sons Construction Company served as general contractors. Kendall Plumbing and Heating 
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Company oversaw mechanical work; Southwestern Electric Company completed electrical work; and Westinghouse 

Electric Corporation installed the elevators. 

In March of 1960, in a complicated real estate transaction, the brothers gifted the building to the University of Wichita with 

the stipulation that the proceeds from leases be used solely to build a new library for the school. The University in turn 

issued $1,950,000 in revenue bonds to finish the building. During this transition, original design features, including the 

emerald green pearl granite spandrel panels and sun louvers, appear to have been value engineered out of the design. 

The revised design retained the contrasting horizontal banding, now expressed in turquoise enameled metal panels rather 

than the more expensive granite panels. 

 

The $2 million Colorado-Derby Building opened to tenants in December 1960, and the last tenant space was completed in 

September of 1961 (Figure 22). The design exemplified the Modern Movement aesthetic of the period and accurately 

reflects its time and place of construction. The modern materials used on the building, including enameled metal panels, 

brick, and metallic ceramic tile (no longer extant) were designed to “provide a new architectural look in Wichita.”
32

 

Continuous bands of windows alternated with bands of turquoise metal cladding to define a strong sense of horizontality. A 

circulation tower, with continuous columns of windows at each corner, provided a contrasting verticality. Windows 

wrapping each corner of the main block further emphasize the horizontality of the curtainwall construction. The recessed 

first story and small plaza at the southeast corner allude to the larger, open plazas that were characteristic of Modern 

Movement design.  

 

The Colorado-Derby Building was erected at the beginning of this revitalization movement and reflects the same stylistic 

and commercial trends that characterized the movement as a whole. While it was not the first modern-era speculative 

office building in downtown Wichita, it was the second and helped push the redevelopment movement from a project to a 

trend. According to promotional materials from the period, the building helped to “start a new era of office buildings in the 

Midwest” and was part of a “definite pattern of growth in Wichita.”
33

 Named for the Derby Refining Company, its leading 

tenant, the building has a progressive design that incorporated modern technology and materials. Architect W.I. Fisher 

was awarded a National Citation of Merit from the American Society of Registered Architects for the design of the 

building.
34

 The integrated underground parking garage addressed the parking needs generated by the additional people 

working in the new high-rise building. After three decades of steady growth, Derby Refining Company began to increase 

production, expand facilities, and develop new technologies in the 1950s. The new corporate headquarters represented a 

culmination of a company-wide program of modernization and expansion. 

 

The Colorado-Derby Building quickly became a vital part of the downtown economy. It offered 75,000 square feet of 

leasable space that generated monthly rents of $26,000. The Colorado-Derby Company occupied the top three floors. 

Other national manufacturing and processing companies and prominent local businesses opened offices in the remainder 

of the building. Among the early tenants were fourteen grain manufacturers, including Pillsbury Flour Company, General 

Mills, and Garvey Grain. Associated offices, such as the Kansas State Grain Inspection and Weighing Department also 

operated offices from the Colorado-Derby Building, cementing the association between the building and the grain industry. 

Other tenants of the Colorado-Derby Building were the Cities Service Gas Company, Olin Mathieson Chemical 

Corporation, and several insurance companies. The building was fully occupied when it opened, and most of the tenants 

held long-term leases for up to twenty years.
35

 The Derby Refining Company remained in the building until a change in 

ownership in 1990 when Wichita State University donated the building to the City of Wichita. Other prominent tenants in 

1990 included the Halliburton Company, the Kansas Corporation of Commerce, and the Kansas Department of 

Administration. The Wichita Public School District currently occupies the building. 

 

Derby Refining Company 
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Archibald Leon Derby founded the Derby Oil Company around 1917 on a site in North Wichita.
36

 The company grew 

quickly and by 1922 held $6.8 million in assets.
37

 Derby served as president and general manager; H.B. Garden was vice 

president; J.R. Atchison served as secretary; G.M. Smith was treasurer. The company operated refineries in Russell, 

Kansas from 1926-1929 and a plant just north of Wichita at 1100 E. 21st Street. Derby served as president of the 

company until 1939 and as director and chairman of the board until 1944.
38

  

 

The company grew dramatically in the 1950s under the direction of President W.G. Tierney. The plant was completely 

modernized in 1950 with the construction of a catalytic cracking tower. The Colorado Interstate Gas Company (Colorado 

Oil and Gas Company) purchased Derby Oil Company in 1955 and continued to be called the Derby Refining Company, as 

a division of the Colorado Oil and Gas Company.
39

 In 1956, the Colorado-Derby Company again expanded their 

operations to create a “model scientific refinery which increased production technology and capacity.”
40

  

 

In 1961, the Derby Refining Company moved into their new headquarters on the top three floors of the building named in 

their honor. They had previously occupied the old Arkansas Valley Interurban Depot at 418 West Douglas, just across the 

Arkansas River to the west. Their location in the new building reflected the company’s dedication to modernizing all of its 

facilities, including the state-of-the-art developments of the refinery and production plant. 

 

Concurrent with the relocation of their headquarters to the Colorado-Derby Building, the Derby Refining Company 

continued to expand their refinery. They began a $5 million capital improvements program in 1961 to increase the breadth 

of the company’s refining, pipeline and marketing infrastructure. They constructed a new coking plant to increase 

production, created new Missouri Pacific RR tracks to facilitate transportation of products, and built a new products line 

from Wichita to Ponca City, Oklahoma.
41

 In addition to development of the physical plant, the company also planned 

market expansion of their retail fueling stations for the following year.
42

  

 

In 1973 the company was acquired by the Coastal Corporation and became the Coastal Derby Refining Company which 

operated until 1999. 

 

The Ablah Family 

Members of the Ablah family were Lebanese immigrants who arrived in Wichita, Kansas via Canada in 1907. Parents 

Jabbour and Khushsa (Nellie) Ablah brought their two sons, Fauzie (Frank) and Hafiz (Harvey) and daughter Haseba 

(Helen). Jabbour quickly established a country peddling business, a common occupation for Lebanese immigrants in the 

city. In 1911, Jabbour opened Ablah Dry Goods, Clothing and Fancy Work at 1420 East Douglas Avenue. The family lived 

at the rear of the store. In 1915 the business and family home moved to an adjacent two-story building. 

 

Attesting to the entrepreneurial nature of the family, around 1916, Frank and Harvey had become co-owners of the 

renamed Ablah Mercantile Company. The business moved several more time before settling at 205-207 North Water 

Street in 1920. They changed the name again in 1923 to the Ablah Wholesale Grocery Company and in 1928 to the Ablah 

Hotel Supply. Initially focused on food, the business gradually shifted to the manufacture of restaurant interiors.  

 

In 1934, as a side business, Frank and Harvey began manufacturing portable steel buildings for use as diners and 

lunchrooms, and operated a chain of lunchrooms known as “Little Palace” and “White Crown.” They sold the booming 
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businesses to Arthur Valentine, a major diner developer, during WWII, when rationing made obtaining building supplies 

difficult.
43

  

 

In 1959 after thirty years at the North Water Street location, they moved operations to 800 East 11th Street to allow for the 

construction of the Colorado-Derby Building. During construction, the brothers gifted the building and the land to Wichita 

State University, the largest gift to the university at the time, with an estimated value of $2.5 million. In accordance with this 

stipulation, the Ablah Library was constructed on campus and dedicated in November 1962.
44

 The brothers subsequently 

retired and sold their hotel supply company in 1974. They became active in the real estate business. Frank’s son George 

Ablah was a leading real estate figure in Wichita until his death in 2014. 

 

Conclusion 

The Colorado-Derby Building is significant under Criterion A for COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT. It 

illustrates the themes of midcentury redevelopment in downtown Wichita through its modern design, its location in close 

proximity to the central business district, its function as one of the first modern speculative office buildings housing 

important local industrial companies, and the presence of its associated parking structure. Constructed in 1959-1960, the 

building was part of a larger movement during which modern office towers were constructed in downtown Wichita. These 

buildings reflect both public and private investment in the urban core, changing architectural aesthetics, and the evolution 

of commercial activity. One of the earliest buildings from this movement, the Colorado-Derby Building filled a role as a hub 

for the headquarters of major manufacturing and processing companies. The Colorado-Derby Building retains integrity of 

the features that communicate this historic function and the period of construction, including the alternating horizontal 

bands of windows and enameled metal panels, the open floor plan adaptable to meet tenant needs, and an associated 

parking garage that added a distinct architectural feature to the streetscape while providing a much-needed amenity. The 

property continues to reflect the area and period of significance in which it is nominated. 
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10.  Geographical Data                                                               

 

Acreage of Property  Less than one acre 

 

 

Provide latitude/longitude coordinates OR UTM coordinates.  
(Place additional coordinates on a continuation page.) 
 

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates  
Datum if other than WGS84:___ N/A ____ 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
 
1  37.688153   -97.339928  3       

 Latitude:  Longitude:      Latitude: 
 

Longitude: 

2      4       

 Latitude: Longitude: 
 

    Latitude:  Longitude: 

 

 

 

Verbal Boundary Description (describe the boundaries of the property) 

 
Lots 49-51-53-55-57 and the vacant alley on the west side of Water Street. Greiffenstein's Original Town exempt no. 94-
11707-tx. 
 

    

Boundary Justification (explain why the boundaries were selected) 
 

The boundaries include the parcel currently associated with the building. 
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http://interactive.ancestry.com/2469/13016404?backurl=http%3A%2F%2Fsearch.ancestry.com%2Fsearch%2Fdb.aspx%3Fdbid%3D2469%26path%3D&ssrc=&backlabel=ReturnBrowsing&bm=true#?imageid=13016703&imageId=12948901
http://interactive.ancestry.com/2469/13016404?backurl=http%3A%2F%2Fsearch.ancestry.com%2Fsearch%2Fdb.aspx%3Fdbid%3D2469%26path%3D&ssrc=&backlabel=ReturnBrowsing&bm=true#?imageid=13016703&imageId=12948901
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11. Form Prepared By  

name/title  Rachel Nugent, National Register Coordinator, Lauren Rieke, Historic Preservation Specialist 

organization Rosin Preservation date  August 2015 

street & number  215 W. 18th Street telephone  816-472-4950 

city or town   Kansas City state  MO zip code  64108 

e-mail lauren@rosinpreservation.com 

 
 

 

 Property Owner:  

name David Burk, Water Street Lofts, LLC 

street & number  151 N. Rock Island Street telephone  (316) 267-0505 

city or town   Wichita state  KS zip code  67202 

 

 

Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 
 

Photographs 

 
Photograph Log 

 

Name of Property: Colorado-Derby Building 

City or Vicinity: Wichita 

County: Sedgwick State: 

 

Kansas 

Photographer: 

 

Brad Finch, F-Stop Photography 

Date 
Photographed: March 19, 2015 

 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of camera: 
 
1 of 12: Southeast corner. View northwest. 
2 of 12: East elevation. View west. 
3 of 12: Northeast corner. View southwest. 
4 of 12: Southwest corner. View northeast. 
5 of 12: Southeast corner, historic plaza. View northwest. 
6 of 12: Historic canopy over parking garage, southeast corner. View northwest. 
7 of 12: Contextual view, northwest corner, from northwest corner of block.  View southeast. 
8 of 12: Contextual view, southwest corner, from North Wichita street.  View northeast. 
9 of 12: First floor, entrance lobby. View north. 
10 of 12: Basement, elevator lobby.  View west. 
11 of 12: First floor, historic office space.  View southwest. 
12 of 12: Seventh floor, typical office space. View northwest. 
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Figures 
Include GIS maps, figures, scanned images below. 

 

Figure 1: Context Map. Source: ArcGIS 2013. 

Figure 2: Site Map. Source: ArcGIS 2013. 

Figure 3: Photo Map, Exterior, First Floor. 

Figure 4: Photo Map, Seventh Floor. 

Figure 5: Photos comparing Douglas Avenue in downtown Wichita before and after large-scale urban renewal 
projects. Source: Preserving the Past- Building the Future: A Report on Progress and the Next Six Years.  

Figure 6: Rendering of proposed downtown development after Urban Renewal projects and private development.  
Source: Preserving the Past- Building the Future: A Report on Progress and the Next Six Years. 

Figure 7: Map of Modern Movement Buildings in Wichita. Colorado-Derby Building shown as GREEN star. Pre-1961 

shown in LIGHT BLUE. Post-1961 shown in DARK RED. 

Figure 8: Kansas Gas and Electric Company Building. Source: Christy Davis, Davis Preservation, November 2006, 

Kansas Historic Resources Inventory online database. 

Figure 9: Union Center Building. Source: Brad Finch, F-Stop Photography, March 2015. 

Figure 10: Sedgwick County Courthouse. Source: Brad Finch, F-Stop Photography, March 2015. 

Figure 11: Garvey Center Complex. Source: Brad Finch, F-Stop Photography, March 2015. 

Figure 12: Fourth National Bank Building. Source: Brad Finch, F-Stop Photography, March 2015. 

Figure 13: Bitting Building. Source: Christy Davis, Davis Preservation, November 2006, Kansas Historic Resources 

Inventory online database. 

Figure 14: Historic Plan, South Elevation. 

Figure 15: Historic Plan, South Elevation, Detail of large aggregate concrete panel configuration. 

Figure 16: Historic Plan, East Elevation. 

Figure 17: Historic Plan, North Elevation. 

Figure 18: Historic Plan, West Elevation. 

Figure 19: Historic Plan, First Floor. 

Figure 20: Historic Plan, Typical Upper Floor. 

Figure 21: Aerial Photograph of downtown Wichita with Colorado-Derby Building in background, 1976. Source: 
Howard Eastwood, Howard Eastwood Collection, Wichita State University Libraries' Department of Special 
Collections, Online Database, Wichita Photo Archives. 

Figure 22: Aerial Photograph of downtown Wichita with Colorado-Derby Building in foreground, 1982. Source: Howard 
Eastwood, Howard Eastwood Collection, Wichita State University Libraries' Department of Special Collections, Online 
Database, Wichita Photo Archives. 

Figure 23: East Elevation detail, 2015. Projecting features designed to be planter boxes. Brad Finch, F-Stop 
Photography, March 2015. 

Figure 24: East Elevation detail, 2015. Projecting feature (left) designed to be planter box, now covered with concrete. 
Brad Finch, F-Stop Photography, March 2015. 

Figure 25: East entrance detail. Brad Finch, F-Stop Photography, March 2015. 

Figure 26: Historic stairwell, typical. Brad Finch, F-Stop Photography, March 2015. 

Figure 27: Historic photograph, n.d., c.1965. Wichita-Sedgwick County Historical Museum. 
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Figure 1: Context Map. Source: ArcGIS 2013. 
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Figure 2: Site Map. Source: ArcGIS 2013. 
 

 
 



Colorado-Derby Building  f Wichita, Sedgwick County 
Name of Property              City and County 

 

22 

 

 

Figure 3: Photo Map, Exterior, First Floor. 
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Figure 4: Photo Map, Seventh Floor. 
 
 



Colorado-Derby Building  f Wichita, Sedgwick County 
Name of Property              City and County 

 

24 

 

Figure 5: Photos comparing Douglas Avenue in downtown Wichita before and after large-scale urban renewal projects. 

Source: Preserving the Past- Building the Future: A Report on Progress and the Next Six Years.  
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Figure 6: Rendering of proposed downtown development after Urban Renewal projects and private development.  Source: 

Preserving the Past- Building the Future: A Report on Progress and the Next Six Years. 
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Figure 7: Map of Modern Movement Buildings in Wichita. Colorado-Derby Building shown as GREEN star. Pre-1961 

shown in LIGHT BLUE. Post-1961 shown in DARK RED. 
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Figure 8: Kansas Gas and Electric Company Building. Source: Christy Davis, Davis Preservation, November 2006, 

Kansas Historic Resources Inventory online database. 

 

 
 

Figure 9: Union Center Building. Source: Brad Finch, F-Stop Photography, March 2015. 
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Figure 10: Sedgwick County Courthouse. Source: Brad Finch, F-Stop Photography, March 2015. 

 

 
 

Figure 11: Garvey Center Complex. Source: Brad Finch, F-Stop Photography, March 2015. 
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Figure 12: Fourth National Bank Building. Source: Brad Finch, F-Stop Photography, March 2015. 

 

 
 

Figure 13: Bitting Building. Source: Christy Davis, Davis Preservation, November 2006, Kansas Historic Resources 

Inventory online database. 
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Figure 14: Historic Plan, South Elevation. 
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Figure 15: Historic Plan, South Elevation, Detail of large aggregate concrete panel configuration. 
 

 
The numbers in each row identify the surface treatment and panel configuration. 
The historic configuration is extant. 
 
1 = Full panel exposed aggregate 
2 = Half honed (left) / half exposed (right), divided vertically 
2 (over) = Half exposed (left) / half honed (right), divided vertically 
3 = Half exposed (top) / half honed (bottom), divided horizontally 
3 (over) = Half honed (top) / half exposed (bottom), divided horizontally 
4 = Full panel honed surface 
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Figure 16: Historic Plan, East Elevation. 
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Figure 17: Historic Plan, North Elevation. 
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Figure 18: Historic Plan, West Elevation. 
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Figure 19: Historic Plan, First Floor. 
 



Colorado-Derby Building  f Wichita, Sedgwick County 
Name of Property              City and County 

 

36 

 

Figure 20: Historic Plan, Typical Upper Floor. 
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Figure 21: Aerial Photograph of downtown Wichita with Colorado-Derby Building in background, 1976. Source: 

Howard Eastwood, Howard Eastwood Collection, Wichita State University Libraries' Department of Special 

Collections, Online Database, Wichita Photo Archives. 
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Figure 22: Aerial Photograph of downtown Wichita with Colorado-Derby Building in foreground, 1982. Source: Howard 

Eastwood, Howard Eastwood Collection, Wichita State University Libraries' Department of Special Collections, Online 

Database, Wichita Photo Archives. 
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Figure 23: East Elevation detail, 2015. Projecting features designed to be planter boxes. Brad Finch, F-Stop 

Photography, March 2015. 

 
 

Figure 24: East Elevation detail, 2015. Projecting feature (left) designed to be planter box, now covered with concrete. 

Brad Finch, F-Stop Photography, March 2015. 
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Figure 25: East entrance detail. Brad Finch, F-Stop Photography, March 2015. 
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Figure 26: Historic stairwell. Brad Finch, F-Stop Photography, March 2015. 
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Figure 27: Historic photograph, n.d., c.1965. Wichita-Sedgwick County Historical Museum 

 


