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By the Kansas State Historical Society

The History of the State Song:
“Home on the Range”

In the 1930s President Franklin D. Roosevelt liked to listen to the song “Home on the Range.”
Everyone wanted to hear the president's favorite son% It was played over and over again on the
radio. People all over the world knew the words to this popular song. No one knew who wrote it.

One day the radio stations were forced to stop playing the song. A man and woman from Arizona
claimed to have written “Home on the Range.” They said no one could sing the song without their
permission. A group of people in the music business decided to fight. They hired a lawyer to find
out who really wrote the president's favorite song.

Many people remembered hearing “Home on the Range” before it became popular on the radio.
There were many different versions of the song. Most people learned the song from a friend or
neighbor. But who was the original author?

The lawyer traveled all over the country looking for the earliest version of the song. He found it in
Kansas. Dr. Brewster Higley lived in Smith County. He wrote “Home on the Range” as a poem. |t
was published in a newspaper. Dr. Higley’s poem was written many years before the Arizona
version.

The world now knew Kansas was the home in “Home on the Range.” For many years Kansas had
searched for a state song. No song was acceptable. Interest in “Home on the Range” grew after
Dr. Higley was discovered to be the author. It was a very popular song. The verses praised Kansas
as a good place to live. It seemed perfect. “Home on the Range” became the official state song.
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