BT Read Kansas

Fourth Grade “Home on the Range” No. I-11

Overview

This lesson teaches the history of the state song, “Home on the Range,” through expository text
and a timeline. The students will have the opportunity to examine the text of the song for
meaning and to determine how the author creates the setting. This lesson is presented in four
parts but can be adjusted to meet a variety of schedules.

(Sicmdards

Current standards can be found on kshs.org.
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Obijectives
Content:
e The student will identify the setting of the text of “Home on the Range.”
Skills:
e The student will be able to look up unfamiliar terms in the dictionary.
e Using a timeline, the students will retell the history of the state song, “Home on the
Range.”
\,
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Essential Questions

e How did “Home on the Range” become the Kansas state song?
e How is the Kansas setting described in poetry and song?
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This activity uses the following Read Kansas cards:
e The History of the State Song
e “Home on the Range”

Day 1

e Activate prior knowledge by asking the students if they know the Kansas state song. If
you have a recording of “Home on the Range,” play it for the class and have the
students follow along reading from the “Home on the Range” Read Kansas card.

e Have the students read The History of the Kansas State Song Read Kansas card.
Using the timeline, have the class orally retell the story of the Kansas state song.

Day 2

¢ Remind the students that the state song was written first as a poem and it may have
words in it that are not familiar to them. Explain to the class that they are going to work
in groups with each group taking a verse of the poem.

e Make an overhead of the Understanding “Home on the Range” graphic organizer for
the chorus (the first page of the sequence). Model to the students how to work through
the graphic organizer, first determining any words they do not know, then trying to
guess the meaning of the unknown words through context clues, and then comparing
their speculations with the definition in the dictionary.

e Divide the class into six small groups. Give each group one of the verses to explore
using the remaining Understanding “Home on the Range” graphic organizer pages.
Have each group complete the graphic organizer for its verse. Have each group teach
its verse to the class explaining its meaning by defining the difficult words.

Day 3

e “Home on the Range” has a specific setting. lIts setting describes a specific
environment and sense of place during a specific time period (shortly after Kansas
became a state). Working in groups, have the students complete the Clues to the
Setting chart. Before the groups begin, model the exercise for the students. Make an
overhead using the example sheet that lists phrases in the chorus of the song. Each
group will be working with the entire poem for this exercise using the “Home on the
Range” Read Kansas card.

e Have each group share with the class at least three phrases from the poem that
establish the setting. Write the phrases on one side of the board. Save these for the
next day’s activity.

Day 4

e Have the class review the list of phrases on the board. Do these words describe
Kansas today? Is it a particular place in Kansas? Does the song describe the setting
during a particular time period?

e Ask the students what words they would use today to describe Kansas. Make another
list on the board. Compare the two lists.

e Using the “Home on the Range” worksheet, have the students draw a picture of a
Kansas setting in the past or present using the words on the board to spark their
imagination. Have the students write a caption for their drawing that describes the
setting. If possible, bind the drawings into a book and donate it to the school library.
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Observe the students’ ability to orally retell the story of the Kansas state song using the
timeline.

Evaluate the students’ participation in the Understanding Home on the Range graphic
organizer.

Evaluate the students’ participation in the Clues to the Setting chart.

Evaluate the student’s ability to draw a Kansas setting and write a caption.

For the Teacher _

What is a folksong?

“‘Home on the Range” is a folksong.

Folksongs are made up of melodies and words that are passed on from one generation
to the next.

Folksongs are part of our history, so they have usually been around for a long time.
They often tell us about everyday life in the past. Folksongs also can tell us how people
felt about a place or event.

We learn folksongs by memory. This means that there are many versions of the same
song. We may all remember a specific song in a different way.

Sometimes folksongs are changed as they travel to new places. Images that reflect the
new location replace old images. This also leads to different versions of a folksong.

What are the definitions of some of the phrases in “Home on the Range?”

Verse # Language Meaning
3 “gale of the Solomon vale” The wind of the Solomon River valley (in Smith County)
3 “where life streams with It was important to the pioneers to have a good source of
buoyancy flow” water. This line refers to running water from a spring.
3 “on the banks of the Beaver” Dr. Higley lived on the banks of Beaver Creek
The sound made by a long-billed curlew, which is a bird
4 “the wild curlew’s scream” that could be found in western Kansas in the summer
months
6 “the zephyrs so balmy and light” | The light breezes
“ would not exchanae mv home “Range” is used here as a verb, meaning to roam. The
6 h ” ge my original title of the song was Western Home. When the
ere to range : » ” : .
titte was changed, “range” became a noun in the title.
6 “Forever in azure so bright” Bright blue skies

The materials in this packet may be reproduced for classroom use only. Reproduction of these materials for any other use is
prohibited without the written permission of the Kansas State Historical Society.
Resources for this lesson are from:

Kansas State Historical Society collections
Gene Berryman (“Home on the Range” front and back)
Kansas Geological Survey (The History of the State Song front)

No. I-11 Home on the Range -3-




K181003 [B21I0}SIH 91elS Sesuey 9002 ® LI 'ON

‘Aep
Ile Apnojd jou
s1 Ays ayy puy

piom
Buibeinoosip

e pieay

S| J9AdU DY

‘Aeid
adojajue ayy
pue 1aap ay}
alaym awoy

e ‘awoy vy

uoniuyap "**sueawl

Areuonoiq pJOM SIY} Yulyi | Mmou 1,uop | spiIoM snioy)

‘b a1e noA j1 8as 01 Areuonoip ayj ul pjom ayl dn
007 "pJom 8y} jo Buluesw oy} ssenb 0] SaN|0 IXd8JU0D 8SM "MOUY JOU Op NOA 1Byl PJOM B UMOP S1UIM ‘XOQ Yoea U]

_abuey ay} uo sawoH,, Buipuelsiapun



K181003 [B21I0}SIH 91elS Sesuey 9002 ® LI 'ON

‘Aep
Ile Apnojd jou
s1 Ays ay} puy

piom
Buibeinoasip

e pJeay

S1 WOP|3S 3419y

‘Aejd
adojajue ay) pue
133p 3y} aJdayM\

‘weoJ ojeynqg
a9y} aiaym awoy
e aw aAIb ‘yo

uoniuyap “**sueawl

‘b a1e noA j1 8as 01 Areuonoip ayj ul pjom ayl dn
007 "pJom 8y} jo Buluesw sy} ssenb 0] SaN|o IX8JU0D 8SM "MOUY JOU Op NOA 1Byl PJOM B UMOP S1UIM ‘XOQ Yoea U]

_abuey ay} uo swoH,, Buipuelsiapun



A181008G [B21I0}SIH 81elS Sesuey 9002 ® LI 'ON

"wealp Ajuaneay
B Ul plew e aji7

uems
alym |njadeub

— ay} buoje
Yiop1ib asaym

‘weauls Buriayb
9y} wouj
Wbi| sy smoay

pues
puowelp 1ybuqg
9y}l aiaym puej
ay} aw aAIb ‘yo

uoniuyap “**sueawl

‘b a1e noA j1 8as 01 Areuonoip ayj ul pjom ayl dn
007 "pJom 8y} jo Buluesw sy} ssenb 0] SaN|o IX8JU0D 8SM "MOUY JOU Op NOA 1Byl PJOM B UMOP S1UIM ‘XOQ Yoea U]

_abuey ay} uo swoH,, Buipuelsiapun



A181008G [B21I0}SIH 81elS Sesuey 9002 ® LI 'ON

*mo.b
ylop abeqiay
snouosiod Auy

19D

JI Wop|os aiaym
‘1Janeag ay}

JO S)jueq ayj up

‘mo|} Aouehonq
ylim swealls

STNEIENT

d]eA uowo|os
ay1 jo ajeb
ayl aw aaIb ‘yo

uoniuyap “**sueawl

‘b a1e noA j1 8as 01 Areuonoip ayj ul pjom ayl dn
007 "pJom 8y} jo Buluesw sy} ssenb 0] SaN|o IX8JU0D 8SM "MOUY JOU Op NOA 1Byl PJOM B UMOP S1UIM ‘XOQ Yoea U]

_abuey ay} uo swoH,, Buipuelsiapun



K181003 [B21I0}SIH 91elS Sesuey 9002 ® LI 'ON

‘uaalib
oS sapis||iy ay}
uo azeub jeyy

s)20|} adojajue
pue S$)204 3jym
pue sjin|q aylL

‘wealos
S _M3JINJ P|IM
9yl ‘001} ‘9n0] |

‘sino
Jo pue| 1ybuiq
SIY] Ul SIamo|}
PlIm 3y} 3A0| |

uonuyap "**sueaw

Kreuonoiq plom siy} juiy} | Mmouy| Luop | SpIo\ b # 9SI9N

‘1yB11 a1e noA J1 8as 0] Areuonoip ayl ul pJom ayj dn
Y007 ‘pJOom 38y} Jo Buiuesw sy} ssanb 0] S8N|O 1X8JUOD S “MOUY JoU Op NOA JBey] PIOM B UMOP 8}UM XOQ Yoes U]

_abuey ay} uo swoH,, Buipuelsiapun



A181008G [B21I0}SIH 81elS Sesuey 9002 ® LI 'ON

*SJINo
JO ey}l Spoadxad
Kio16 nayy §

pazeb | se payse
pue pazewe aiay
poo]S | 9ABH

‘siels
Buipjuimi ayy
Jo b1 ay} Ag

Wbuq

aJe suaneay
ay} uaym ybu
Je ual}jo MOH

uoniuyap “**sueawl

‘b a1e noA j1 8as 01 Areuonoip ayj ul pjom ayl dn
007 "pJom 8y} jo Buluesw sy} ssenb 0] SaN|o IX8JU0D 8SM "MOUY JOU Op NOA 1Byl PJOM B UMOP S1UIM ‘XOQ Yoea U]

_abuey ay} uo swoH,, Buipuelsiapun



K181003 [B21I0}SIH 91elS Sesuey 9002 ® LI 'ON

1wybuiqg os
ainze ul 193104

abue.

0] 343y awoy
Aw abueyoxa
10U P|NOM |

‘Wb1| pue Awjeq
os siAydez ay|

‘aind os
9z9a.q 9y} ‘1ea|d
0S SlI Jle ay L

uonuyap "**sueaw

Kreuonoiq plom siy} juiy} | Mmouy| Luop | SpIo\ 9 # 9SI9N

‘1yB11 a1e noA J1 8as 0] Areuonoip ayl ul pJom ayj dn
Y007 ‘pJOom 38y} Jo Buiuesw sy} ssanb 0] S8N|O 1X8JUOD S “MOUY JoU Op NOA JBey] PIOM B UMOP 8}UM XOQ Yoes U]

_abuey ay} uo swoH,, Buipuelsiapun



Clues to the Setting:
“Home on the Range”

Write down three to five phrases from the verses in “Home on the Range” that
describe the setting of the song.

Verse # Phrase Meaning
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Clues to the Setting:
“Home on the Range”

Example

Write down three to five phrases from the verses in “Home on the Range” that
describe the setting of the song.

Verse # Phrase Meaning

Where the deer and the

Chorus antelope play

A place where animals live

A place with clear skies for

Chorus | The sky is not cloudy all day most of the day
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“Home on the Range”
Drawn by
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