Read Kansasy

By the Kansas Historical Society

Kansas Statehood and the Wyandotte Constitution

When the United States Constitution was adopted by the 13 states, it did not contain any rights given to the
ciizens. After adoption the government set about changing the Constitution to add rights for each citizen
such as freedom of speech, freedom of religion, etc. These changes were called amendments. Citizens’
rights are clearly stated in the first 10 amendments called the Bill of Rights.
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As new states joined the Union, each provided their citizens with rights. Kansas was among these. For
Kansas, becoming a state was a long, bitter challenge because of the conflict over slavery. After three

unsuccessful attempts to establish a state constitution, the voters finally accepted the Wyandotte Constitution
on October 4, 1859.

The next hurdle was the granting of statehood by Congress. Abraham Lincoln was elected president in
1860. Before he took office, the make-up of the U.S. Senate changed considerably as the Southern states
began to withdraw from the Union. On January 21, 1861, the last six Southern senators left the chambers.
Later that same day, the remaining senators passed the Kansas bill. On January 29, President James
Buchanan signed the bill granting Kansas statehood. Today we celebrate this event as Kansas Day.




One of the important features of the Wyandotte Constitution was the inclusion of a Bill of Rights with
20 items called sections. The Kansas Bill of Rights guarantees each citizen rights and privileges that the
government can't take away.
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At only 20 years old, John A. Martin served as the secrefary for the
territorial legislature that wrote the Wyandotte Constitution. It is his
handwriting that you see on the constitution. He was a colonel of the
Eighth Kansas Volunteer Infantry during the Civil War. Martin also
served as Kansas governor from 1885-1889.
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