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Overview 

 

“Historians see history as a set of problems. Students see history as a set of answers.*” As teachers we 

know that history is interpretation and that interpretation can change over time as historians choose 

different data to make their cases. This is what makes history exciting—it is the process of finding 

evidence versus memorizing a set of facts. At the Kansas Historical Society we believe that one way to 

help students “like” history is to bring them into the process of creating the story. This traveling resource 

trunk is designed to do just that.  

 We developed this resource trunk to meet two goals: to teach students how to interpret history using 

artifacts and primary sources and to have students use these resources to learn about the people who 

settled Kansas during the second half of the 19th century. The lessons in this trunk are written for use 

with second, fourth and seventh grade students, but the materials in this trunk can be easily adapted for 

use with any audience. 

 It is the hope that after learning about early Kansas settlers students will have a deeper appreciation 

for our state’s history and develop a sense of understanding about the people who settled in Kansas and 

the legacy they left for future generations of Kansans. 

 Section 1 introduces students to analyzing and interpreting artifacts and documents through 

contemporary pieces. If your students have never used primary sources before, these lessons help them 

by practicing on artifacts and documents from their world.  

 Section 2 provides instruction for students on using artifacts in their primary source research. 

 Section 3 contains lessons developed for second grade students. 

 Section 4 contains lessons for fourth grade students. 

 Section 5 contains lessons for seventh grade students. 

Section 6 contains directions for a variety of hands-on activities related to the life of early Kansas 

settlers. 

Section 7 includes Read Kansas! lessons on the topic of settling Kansas. 

 A USB flash drive is included, which contains the glossary, worksheets, historic photographs, and 

PowerPoints designed for use with the trunk’s lessons. Materials on the flash drive are also available 

online at kansashistory.gov. 

 We are thrilled you have borrowed this resource trunk. We know you will find new and creative 

ways to use it to teach about Kansas settlers. Please complete the evaluation form to help us improve 

this trunk and our other educational resources.  

 

 

 

 

*Sam Wineberg is the author of Historical Thinking and Other Unnatural Acts and is on the faculty of 

the Stanford University School of Education. 
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Notes on Using a Traveling Resource Trunk 
 

 

• Traveling resource trunks are loaned only within the state of Kansas. They are available on a first-

come, first-served basis. 

 

• To assure that trunks reach their next destination in time we ask that they be returned by their 

scheduled return date. If you are shipping your trunk please allow at least two days shipping time. 

If you have any questions or concerns about a trunk you are using contact the Education and 

Museum Division of the Kansas Historical Society, kshs.education@ks.gov; 785-272-8681. 

 

• Reservations should be made a minimum of two weeks in advance, although making a reservation 

earlier is strongly encouraged. Reservations are taken for both the current and the next school 

years. 

 

• Inventory the trunk you borrow when you receive it and before returning it. An inventory sheet is 

provided in all trunks for this purpose. Notify the Education and Museum Division of any missing 

or broken items not indicated on the inventory sheet you received with the trunk. Trunks should be 

returned in the same condition that they were received. 

 

• Objects and materials in the trunks are to be used as the educator sees fit; however, please keep in 

mind that others will be using the trunk after you and in the years to come.  

 

• The curriculum in this trunk may be reproduced for educational purposes only and must credit the 

Kansas Historical Society. Reproducing the curriculum for any other purpose is prohibited without 

written permission from the Kansas Historical Society. 

mailto:kshs.education@ks.gov
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Introduction to Using Primary Sources 
 

All lessons in this trunk are student-centered learning activities that use primary sources, mainly 

objects. We are not able to provide actual artifacts, but these are good reproductions. The design and 

construction methods used in producing them make them interchangeable with actual artifacts for 

the purposes of this trunk. 

 We recommend that you begin working with the objects by using the “Historical Thinking 

Activities” in this manual. They may not be easy, and they take time. We believe this is time well 

spent since students can transfer these skills to reading other objects, documents, etc., in future 

lessons with the ultimate goal of using primary sources to learn history. These are also life skills that 

enable the student to look beyond the “thing” to the people who made or used it and the ideas it 

represents and in so doing broaden their ability to learn about the world around them. 

 Using artifacts to learn history is fun. We guarantee at least one “oh, wow” moment and 

probably many more. By the very nature of teaching with reproductions and primary sources, 

students ask a lot of questions, some very concrete (What is this?) but eventually higher order 

questions (Why did this happen?  How did it affect. . .?  What would it be like today if. ..?)  History 

will no longer be one fact after another but a scientific-like exploration of the past and ideally a 

connection to contemporary life issues and problems. 

 The lessons take the student into the role of historian. They will be using knowledge about the 

primary sources and the topic to interpret people, places, events, or concepts. These skills are 

analogous to the research, writing, and speaking and listening standards in the Kansas College and 

Career Ready Standards ELA & Literacy in History/Social Studies Standards and are the foundation 

of the 2013 Kansas History, Government and Social Studies Standards. 
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Learning How to Use Artifacts as Primary Sources 
 

 

What is an artifact? – An artifact is any object intentionally made, modified, or produced by 

humans for a specific purpose. Artifacts range from a handmade quilt to a mass-produced plastic 

lawn chair, from a safety pin to the state capitol, and from a prehistoric spear head to the newest 

electronic gadget.  

 It is important to remember that artifacts speak to us of the time period in which they were 

created and/or used. Thus, a cowboy hat picked up at a store a year or two ago cannot be used to 

examine the life and work of a cowboy living and working in Kansas in the late 1800s. The materials 

used to make the hat, the construction techniques, the source of the raw materials, etc., are not the 

same for a 21st century novelty hat and the 19th century hat worn by a working cowboy. The 21st 

century hat can be used to interpret fashion in the early 21st century, or the romanticism of the Old 

West, but not cattle drives and ranching in early Kansas. It is an artifact of the early 21st century not 

the late 19th century. 

 

Where do artifacts fit into the process of “doing” history? – History is not facts from the past but 

rather it is interpretation. History is the process of actively studying the past using primary and 

secondary sources. It involves asking questions and looking for answers; identifying, analyzing, and 

evaluating sources; and finally using evidence from this research to draw conclusions and answer the 

questions. This is the process used by authors, documentary filmmakers, and museum exhibit 

designers. Like all primary sources, artifacts can be analyzed and evaluated. They hold many clues 

for those who know how to read them. 

 

How do you read an artifact? – Artifacts can be “read” in the same sense that photos and works of 

art are “read.”  It involves close looking. Artifacts are read by looking at them through five different 

lenses—history, function, material, construction, and design. Using these five lenses, or categories, 

to read artifacts opens the door to a wide variety of information. 

 Reading an artifact begins with close examination. Drawing the item is often helpful as this 

requires a close examination that often uncovers details that might otherwise get overlooked.  Next, 

examine the artifact using the five categories. It often helps to go through the categories one-by-one 

and to ask questions of the artifact similar to the samples here. Note any additional questions that 

arise while looking at this artifact. Researching the answers to these questions may well provide 

even more information about the artifact and the people who made and/or used it. 

 

1. Material – Material refers to the material(s) from which an artifact was made. This type of 

examination can provide information about the artifact itself and of the society from which it 

came. 

• Of what is it made? 

• From where did the raw materials come? 

• Is it made from natural or man-made materials? 
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• What type of technology was involved in getting the raw materials? 

• Did the materials originate locally? 

• Were the materials obtained through trade or commerce, and what does this say about the 

economics of the society? 

• What type of labor force was used to obtain the materials used to make the artifact? 

• Was the person making the artifact the same person who obtained the materials from which it 

was made? 

2. Construction – Construction refers to how the item was made and what this implies about the 

society that made it. 

• Was it made by hand or by machine? 

• Is it a unique item or mass produced? 

• What types of tools or technology were used in its construction? 

• Was it produced locally? 

• Were all the parts made in one location? 

• Was it made by the person who used it? 

• What were the working conditions for the people who made it? 

• How were parts or finished products transported? 

3. Function – Function deals with what the artifact was created to do, and any additional uses it had. 

For example, a screwdriver is designed to turn a screw, but it is often used to pry open paint cans, 

dig holes in the soil, or remove nails.  

• What was the intended purpose of the item? 

• Did it have other functions besides what it was designed to do? 

• Did its function change over time? 

• Was it intended to be used in a public or private space? In the home or in a business? 

4. Design – Design can relate to the aesthetics of a piece, the values of a society, the time period in 

which it was produced, or even its function. 

• Is the design purely functional or is it influenced by aesthetics, fashion, or fads? 

• What color is it?  Size? Weight?  Texture?  Is there significance to any of these? 

• Is it the first of its kind and, if not, how has the design changed from earlier models? 

• What significance, if any, do decorative features have? 

• Who designed it? 

• Did it become symbolic of an idea or a religious or moral principle? 

 

5. History – The history of an artifact is specific to that individual artifact. For example, the history 

of a coffee grinder would be information about only the specific coffee grinder being examined 

and not every grinder of its type ever made. The history of an artifact is often not obvious from 

looking at it. 

• Who owned it? 
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• Who used it? 

• Where did they get it? 

• How old is it?  When was it made? 

• What is the provenance or chronology of ownership? 
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Preparing a Digital Photograph for Research 

 

 

Follow these steps to create a PowerPoint presentation to study a photograph. 

 

1. Place photo on the first slide of the presentation being created. Extend the photo to cover as 

much of the slide as possible without distorting it. 

 

 

2. Slide #1: Cover the photo by making two masks. One should cover the top 

half of the photo and the second the lower half of the photo. Make a mask by 

inserting two rectangular boxes over the photo. 

 

3. Duplicate the slide five times making a total of six slides with the same image. 

 

4. Slide #2: Adjust the mask over the upper portion of the photo so that it only 

covers the upper left quadrant of the photo. The lower mask will remain in 

place. 

 

5. Slide #3: Adjust the mask over the lower portion of the photograph so that it 

only covers the lower left quadrant of the photo. The upper mask will 

remain in place. 

 

6. Slide #4: Adjust the mask over the lower portion of the photograph so that it 

only covers the lower right quadrant of the photo. The upper mask will 

remain in place. 

 

7. Slide #5: Adjust the mask over the upper portion of the photo so that it only 

covers the upper right quadrant of the photo. The lower mask will remain in 

place. 

 

8. Slide #6: Remove the mask entirely so that the entire photo is visible. 
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Links to Related Resources 
 

There are a number of excellent websites that address teaching history with primary sources. We 

highly recommend these websites.  

• kansasmemory.gov: A digital repository of the collections of the Kansas Historical Society. 

Some materials related to the subject of this trunk have been gathered together in the 

“KSHSK12EducationResource” bookbag in a folder titled “Kansas Settlers trunk.” Additional 

materials may be found by searching the holdings of Kansas Memory. For more information 

see the Kansas Memory page in this manual. 

• nara.gov: The U.S. National Archives and Records Administration was “established in 1934 by 

President Franklin Roosevelt, but its major holdings date back to 1775. Many people know the 

National Archives as the keeper of the Declaration of Independence, the United States 

Constitution, and the Bill of Rights. In a democracy, records belong to the people, and for more 

than seven decades, NARA has preserved and provided access to the records of the United 

States of America. Records help us claim our rights and entitlements, hold our elected officials 

accountable for their actions, and document our history as a nation. In short, NARA ensures 

continuing access to the essential documentation of the rights of American citizens and the 

actions of their Government.”  The teachers’ resources page provides information on using 

primary sources, professional development opportunities, and links to additional state and 

regional NARA resources. 

• loc.gov: Congress established the Library of Congress in 1800. Burned by the British in the 

War of 1812, former President Thomas Jefferson offered his vast personal collection as a 

replacement. Since then the library has grown into a world resource with more than 144 

million items including books, photographs, prints, films, manuscripts, historic newspapers, 

legal documents, maps, sound recordings and more. On the teacher page you will find 

classroom materials and professional development opportunities to help teachers effectively 

use primary sources in teaching. 

• teachinghistory.org: A national education clearinghouse of teaching materials, historical 

content and best practices. 

• historicalthinkingmatters.org: “Historical Thinking Matters provides secondary students with a 

framework that teaches them to read documents like historians. Using these ‘habits of mind,’ 

they will be able to interrogate historical sources and use them to form reasoned conclusions 

about the past. Equally important, they will become critical users of the vast historical archives 

on the web.” 

• smithsonianeducation.org: If we know how to look at artifacts, they can help us to understand 

our history. Artifacts & Analysis in the Smithsonian’s Idea Lab shows how to incorporate 

artifacts and documents into the teaching of United States history. Designed as a companion to 

the Advanced Placement Program United States History course, it is also effective in any 

instructional setting that emphasizes analytical thinking and writing. Their Learning Lab 

allows users access to millions of resources so they can create personal collections and 

educational experiences and share their work. 
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Kansas Memory 

 

 

Kansas Memory offers a variety of Kansas related primary sources online. These include historic 

photographs, letters, diaries and journals, books and pamphlets, maps, drawings, governors’ papers, 

legislative documents, election returns, and images of artifacts and historical structures. The 

materials on Kansas Memory represent a small fraction of the Kansas Historical Society’s 

collections; materials continue to be made available on a regular basis. 

 The teacher page provides links, to content selected specifically for teaching Kansas topics. 

Searching Kansas Memory in the teacher mode will display special curriculum notes for materials in 

addition to the standard item description. 

 Search by category, search box or the Kansas map. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Registered users may use “My Memory” to save materials in their own personal bookbags, share 

information, and customize display options. The Education and Museum Division has assembled a 

bookbag entitled KSHSK12EducationResource that contains items associated with the Kansas 

academic topics. This bookbag is accessible to all Kansas Memory users and is a good place to start 

when looking for primary source materials that correlate to Kansas standards. The folder “Kansas 

Settlers traveling trunk” in this bookbag contains more items related to the topic of this trunk. 



Kansas Settlers  xiv │ Kansas Historical Society © 2019 

 

Historical Background 

 

The land we know as Kansas today was first opened for settlement by U.S. citizens and immigrants 

with the Kansas-Nebraska Act in 1854. Those people were not the first settlers though. For 

thousands of years American Indians had lived here in either ‘permanent’ or ‘sedentary’ villages. 

For the purposes of this traveling trunk Kansas settlers will refer to those who settled in, or after, 

1854. 

 While Kansas became a state in 1861, the nation’s Civil War slowed the rate of settlement. Once 

the war ended the population of the state began to grow rapidly. The number of Kansans grew from 

107,206 in 1860 to 1,428,108 in 1890. During the first decade of statehood almost 26,000 people 

moved to Kansas each year. By its second decade that number had grown to an average of 63,000 

new residents per year.  

 

The following is an excerpt from: Jennie Chinn, The Kansas Journey. (Layton, Utah: Gibbs Smith, 

2005): 142-158.  This is the seventh grade textbook used in Kansas history classes.  

“As the population of Kansas grew, so did the economy of the state. A strong economy is based on 

having a population that is ready and able to buy the goods and services produced. A successful 

economy also requires a skilled and trained work force. 

 As more and more settlers moved to Kansas, towns and cities grew at a rapid pace. Large 

industries, such as the railroad, prospered. Small businesses brought life to communities, and 

ranching and farming became staples of the Kansas economy. . . . 

 The railroad industry had an enormous impact on the settlement of the West. In our state, the 

interest in railroads was further fueled by the national desire to build a transcontinental railroad 

connecting the East and West Coasts. The first railroad reached the Kansas border during the 

territorial period. . . .  

 The government gave public lands to railroad companies in exchange for building tracks in 

specific locations. As railroads expanded into new territory, people believed that settlers would 

follow. Then the value of land in that area would increase. The land could then be sold, and the 

railroad company would profit. The federal government assumed any money made by the railroad 

would help finance further expansion of the tracks.  

 The U.S. government surveyed the public lands and divided them into one-mile square sections. 

The land grants gave the railroads every other section. The federal government kept the other 

sections. These public lands could then be used for homesteading or sold for a profit. Those who 

supported land grants believed that everyone would win. . . . In Kansas, railroad companies were 

given one-sixth of the land in our state.. . . 

 The railroads had a distinct impact on town development in Kansas, especially in the central and 

western part of the state. The railroads promoted settlement, and they also worked to bring business 

to Kansas. Farmers needed towns where they could do business, and businesses needed people to 

buy their goods and services. The railroads worked to stimulate this interaction along their lines. 

 The growth of towns along the rail lines ultimately resulted in profits for the railroad. The closer 

people lived to a railroad line, the more goods and services they had available to them. Having a 
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railroad station was important to a town’s development.  The railroad companies controlled where 

those stations were placed and this gave railroad towns an advantage. By placing stations every 

seven to ten miles, the railroads discouraged other town promoters.. . .  

 Once towns were surveyed and platted, the lots needed to be sold. Creating the business section 

of a town was important. The customary approach to retail establishments had been the general 

store. The general store sold a variety of items to the settlers from a single place. It was more 

profitable for the town site associations and the railroad to encourage several smaller specialized 

stores, all placed in a central location. One store sold shoes, another hardware, and still another 

candy. This way more business lots could be sold. . . . 

 When Abbie Bright followed her brother to south central Kansas, she found him living about 100 

miles from the railroad. Although she could get basic supplies at a frontier store, Abbie and her 

neighbors had to rely on their gardens and what they could gather for food. They also relied on meat 

they could get by hunting. 

 Food supplies did not always meet the demand in Abbie’s world. On September 1, 1871, Abbie 

wrote, ‘Brother H[iram] had found some elder berries at the river, enough for one pie. There were 

five of us for dinner, so I cut it into five pieces, Mr. Ross [came] while we were at dinner. I treated 

him to my piece. So I never got a taste of the pie, and there are no more elderberries.’ 

 Not all settlers to Kansas were so isolated. In fact, if you lived in town, close to a railroad line, 

you had access to many of the goods and services available back East.. . . 

 Although people living in town had quicker access to more goods and services, rural folks were 

not totally isolated. Farm families traveled to and from town on a regular basis. Some farmers 

actually took part-time work in town. Farming was not always solitary work. Neighbors helped 

neighbors and sometimes they hired others to help. 

 Most families who came to Kansas to farm wanted to farm commercially. By the late 19th 

century, the idea of the farm family living in isolation on a subsistence farm was not the norm in 

Kansas. Farmers usually grew crops to sell, while at the same time they grew gardens to feed their 

family. Food was also available for purchase, to supplement what was grown. 

 Whether you lived in the country or in town, agriculture was important to Kansas. Much of the 

state’s economy was based on agriculture. The businesses in town were affected by the successes 

and failures of the state’s farmers. If farmers had a bad year, they did not have as much money to 

spend. 

 Kansas and other western states had been settled on the belief that ‘rain follows the plow.’  It 

was thought that cultivation of the land could and would change the climate. As the plow broke the 

sod, the rainfall would increase. Today we know, of course, that this is not true. But this idea gave 

settlers optimism that encouraged them to find ways to farm on the unpredictable Plains.. . . 

 When Kansas was first settled, corn was the logical crop to grow. It could be planted with simple 

tools, and it had a higher yield than other grains. Families ate the corn in a variety of ways. Simple 

stone mills were used to grind it into cornmeal. Corn was used to feed livestock. It was grown not 

only to sustain the family, but also to be sold in local markets. 

 People grew oats to use as food for livestock. They also tried growing cotton and tobacco. Due to 

our state’s shorter growing season, these crops proved to be unsuitable. Grains such as rye and 

barley were grown according to the demands of the market. Flax, castor beans, hemp and broomcorn 
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were also tried as commercial crops. In parts of Kansas, farmers started grape vineyards and a 

variety of fruit orchards. 

 Early Kansas farmers also grew some wheat. Wheat, unlike corn, had to be processed into flour 

in order to be eaten. Once the railroad came to Kansas, grains could be shipped to other markets. 

This made the production of wheat profitable. Kansas became known for its winter wheat. 

Traditional wheat was planted in spring and harvested in late summer. During hot dry summers the 

wheat would not survive. T.C. Henry operated a large farm near Abilene in the 1870s. He was one of 

the first to experiment with winter wheat. Henry was also a land promoter. He planted his crop next 

to the railroad line hoping to attract new settlers to the area. One year after the winter wheat was 

harvested, grasshoppers attacked, eating all the ‘spring’ wheat and corn. This gave T.C. Henry’s 

winter wheat crop a great deal of attention. Others began planting winter wheat.. . . 

 Most early farmers settled on 160 acres of land. In western and central Kansas this made the 

average farm rather large for subsistence farming, but not quite large enough to be fully commercial. 

Early farms usually produced surplus products that could be sold. As farm equipment continued to 

mechanize and the market for Kansas farm products increased, farms became more and more like 

small businesses. 

 Early on, farmers used pure horsepower to work the fields. It took one full day for a team of 

horses pulling a plow to break one acre of sod. Plowing the field was necessary to plant the crops. 

Grain-drilling machines helped farmers to plant seeds. Farmers who could afford such a machine 

still relied on their horses to pull it. 

 Grain harvesting equipment had come a long way by the time Kansas became a state. However, 

the power to run these machines still came primarily from horses. Before mechanization, grain was 

cut entirely by hand, using a sickle. Later, the mechanical reaper was pulled through the field—

cutting the stalks of grain as it passed. Men then tied these stalks into bundles. Mechanized binders 

soon helped to eliminate this backbreaking work. 

 At one time, threshing was done by hand. A farmer would usually work along to separate the 

grain from the straw. Sometimes older children helped their fathers with this chore. This process was 

so labor intensive that the farmer was very limited in the amount of grain he could grow. mechanical 

threshing came into use about the same time Kansas was being settled. 

 The mechanization of equipment saved time and resulted in the need for less hired help. 

However, the farmer’s reliance on horsepower limited the farmer’s business growth. It was not until 

the 20th century, and the invention of the gasoline-powered tractor, that Kansas farmers dramatically 

increased their production.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Kansas Settlers  xvii │ Kansas Historical Society © 2019 

 

Contents of trunk 

Manual  

17 Object Cards 

17 Sorting Cards 

 

Objects: 

• Slate 

• Bucket 

• Vegetable slicer 

• Sunbonnet 

• Butter mold 

• Ball and cup toy 

• Coffee Grinder 

• Sad iron 

• Butter paddles 

• Corn dryer 

• McGuffey Reader 

• Top 

• Washboard 

• Candle 

• Lantern 

• Candle mold 

• Husking hook 

• Marbles 

• Barbed wire 

 

USB Flash Drive – Kansas Settlers 

• Glossary 

• Worksheets 

1. Reading an Artifact 

2. Then and Now 

3. Sorting and Classfying 

4. Research Notes 

5. Primary Source Research: Maps 

6. Primary Source Research: Comparing Maps 

7. Primary Source Research: Artifacts 

8. Primary Source Research: Photographs 

9. Primary Source Research: Luna Warner Diary 

• 20 Historic Photographs 

• Photographs of objects included in the trunk 

• Power point presentations 

o Churning Butter 

o Husking Corn 

o Making Candles with a Candle Mold 

o Kansas Settlers 

 



Kansas Settlers  xviii │ Kansas Historical Society © 2019 

 

 

Image Description Format & Citation 

Photographs 
01 

Kansas State Seal 

 

State seal of Kansas. Adopted in 1861. File format: jpg 

 

02kshs 

Store interior 

 

The inside of the Custer Store in Arkalon 

(Seward County). One man is working 

behind the counter with four others 

shopping or visiting in the store. Note the 

variety of goods available from canned 

goods to fabric and the sources for heat and 

light in the store. 

Circa 1890-1910 

 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory,  
Kansasmemory.gov 

Item Number: 212346 

Call Number:  FK2.S4  A.73  

M.Cus*1 

 

03kshs 

Dugout interior 

 

Inside the L. A. Mead family dugout near 

Bloom (Ford County). Note the cramped 

living conditions. 

Circa 1870-1890 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

Kansasmemory.gov 

Item Number: 205534 

Call Number: FK2.F2   .75  .M*2 

 

04  

Sod house 

 

A woman and four girls pose in front of a 

sod house south of Larned (Pawnee 

County). 

Circa 1870-1890   

Geo. B. Wittick Photographer  

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

Kansasmemory.gov 

Item Number: 216702  

Call Number: FK2.P1  .75  *1-2 

 

05 

Log house 

 

Humbargar family members standing 

outside of their log house in Saline County. 

Circa 1866-1890 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

Kansasmemory.gov 

Item Number: 205874 

Call Number: FK2.S1  .75  .H*1 

 

06 

Frame house 

 

A family stands in front of their house. 

Circa 1875-1899 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

Kansasmemory.gov 

Item Number: 209312 

Call Number: E185  *15 

 

07 

School interior 

 

A boy works on arithmetic at a chalk board. 

Circa 1890-1920 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

Kansasmemory.gov 

Item Number: 209283 

Call Number: L.15   .1910c  *2 
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08 

Wading in pond 

 

A group of Potawatomi school children 

wade in a pond with a man and horses in 

the background. 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

Kansasmemory.gov 

Item Number: 23664 

Call Number: E99   P8  C5  *2 

 

09 

Collecting cow chips 

 

A woman and her brother collecting cow 

chips in a wheelbarrow. The woman wears 

a sunbonnet and the brother a dress. 

1893 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

Kansasmemory.gov 

Item Number: 207966 

Call Number: TX.2  *5 

 

10 

Milking 

 

Nellie Zimmerman White milks a cow 

while her daughter Flora watches. This 

dairy farm was located east of the Kaw 

River bridge across from Manhattan (Riley 

County). 

1903 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

Kansasmemory.gov 

Item Number: 215145 

Call Number: FK2  R5  751  *1 

 

11 

Train 

 
 

 

 

This Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe steam 

locomotive #28 sits at Crosby, now known 

as Selkirk (Wichita County). Several men 

are visible. One stands on the fuel in the 

tender and one can be seen above the top of 

the train ready to load more water onto the 

train from the water tank next to it. Other 

men are shown on or near the train. Note 

the tender directly behind the engine which 

holds the coal or wood the engine needs to 

burn to produce steam.  

1887 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

Kansasmemory.gov 

Item Number: 307940 

Call Number: ATSF Series 1, 

#50.176 

 

12 

River ferry 

 

A river ferry carrying a team of horses, a 

wagon, and several people across the 

Kansas River. All the people are wearing 

head coverings of some type. A woman at 

the front of the ferry appears to be wearing 

a sunbonnet. One man on the ferry waves 

his hat at the camera. Note the ropes used 

to pull the ferry back and forth across the 

river, the landing site on the bank, and one 

hoop on the wagon, which would be placed 

there to help hold up a cover. 

Circa 1854-1861 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

Kansasmemory.gov 

Item Number: 2108 

Call Number: He.63 RIV *4 
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13 blacksmith 

 

Two men in Will Atcheson’s blacksmith 

shop in Greeley (Anderson County). One 

man is African American and one man is 

Caucasian. Note the equipment being used, 

the leather aprons worn by the men, and the 

pile of what may be coal in the foreground. 

Circa 1854-1900 

Tintype 

 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

Kansasmemory.gov 

Item Number: 223389 

Call Number:  FK2.A2  Gr.73   

S.Atc 

 

14 cutting ice 

 

Men cutting ice in Garden City (Finney 

County). Note the equipment being used, 

the building behind the reservoir where the 

ice is being stored, the clothing worn by the 

workers, and the thickness of the ice. 

Circa 1890-1900 

 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

Kansasmemory.gov 

Item Number: 214331 

Call Number: Wolf Collection No. 

9, #95 

15 saddlemaker 

 

Man working on a saddle. The photo was 

possibly taken in Ford County. Note the 

detailed leatherwork on the saddle and the 

man’s apron. 

Circa 1870-1880 

Tintype 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

Kansasmemory.gov 

Item Number: 228051 

Call Number: QL.5  H.5 *1 

 

16 plowing 

 

Phillip P. Campbell is plowing a field with 

a yoke of oxen. Note his shirt sleeves are 

rolled up, he’s wearing suspenders, and he 

is holding his hat in his hands for the 

photograph. 

Circa 1880s 

Tintype 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

Kansasmemory.gov 

Item Number: 220544 

Call Number:  B Campbell, Philip 

 

17 harvest 

 

People in a field in Norton County using a 

McCormick Header and horse-drawn 

equipment. The header and binder greatly 

reduced the amount of work involved in 

harvesting a grain crop. Note the presence 

of two girls, the use of both horses and 

mules, everyone is wearing a head covering 

of some type. 

Circa 1880s-1890s 

Postcard 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

Kansasmemory.gov 

Item Number: 310682 

Call Number: FK2.N4.31   H. *1 

 

18 irrigation 

 

An irrigation ditch on a Finney County 

farm created to water a field. Note the 

person in the field helping to move the 

water throughout the field. 

Circa 1890-1899 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

Kansasmemory.gov 

Item Number: 209823 

Call Number: FK2.F1  .31  I.Mit*1 
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19 feeding turkeys 

 

A woman feeding turkeys in Logan 

County.  

Circa 1890-1900 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

Kansasmemory.gov 

Item Number: 25147 

Call Number: FK2.L6 .31 A. *3 

 

20 steam boat 

 

This stereograph card shows the steamboat 

Mary MacDonald on the Missouri River at 

Wyandotte (Wyandotte County). It is from 

Alexander Gardner's series, Across the 

Continent on the Union Pacific Railway, 

Eastern Division. 

1867 

Stereograph 

Photographer Alexander Gardner 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

Kansasmemory.gov 

Item Number: 15 

Call Number: Gardner Coll. No. 19 

 

Maps 
Map 1 

1854 Kansas map 

 

Colton’s Kansas and Nebraska Territories 

Map 

 

A map of Kansas and Nebraska Territories 

at the time of the Kansas-Nebraska Act in 

1854. The map shows forts, villages, 

missions, Indian lands, and various trails. 

1854 

J.H. Colton & Co.  

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

Kansasmemory.gov 

Item Number: 228553 

Call Number: M  G4050   1854.C6 

(Z6) 

 

Map 2 

1863 Kansas map 

 

Colton’s Kansas and Nebraska Map 

An 1863 version of the Kansas and 

Nebraska map showing only the eastern 

portion of both including roads, towns, 

counties, and railroads. 

1863 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

Kansasmemory.gov 

Item Number: 211766 

Call Number: PE G4052 G75 1855 

C6 1863 

 

Map 3 

1885 Kansas map 

 

Rand McNally’s Railroad Map 

A map of Kansas showing railroad lines, 

counties and towns. 

1885 

Rand McNally & Co. 

 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

Kansasmemory.gov 

Item Number: 209282 

Call Number: Maps   P.1  F.5 

 

Map 4 

1907-1910 Kansas map 

 

Cram’s Kansas Map 

A map of Kansas showing counties, towns, 

rivers, railroads, and creeks. 

c 1907-1910 

George F. Cram 

 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

Kansasmemory.gov 

Item Number: 224122 

Call Number: Map Drawer 925-34, 

P3F3 
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Map 5 

1870s  

 
 

An 1870s map showing the connections of 

the Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railroad 

from Kansas, Texas, and the East Coast. 

1870s 

Rand McNally & Co. 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

Kansasmemory.gov 

Item Number: 210482 

Call Number: K Port 385 M69 

 

Map 6 

1872 Kansas map 

 

A Kansas map designed to promote free 

land along the Atchison, Topeka Santa Fe 

Railway in Kansas. The map also shows 

towns, rivers, and other railroads in Kansas 

at that time. 

1872 

Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad 

File format: jpg 

Kansas Memory, 

Kansasmemory.gov 

Item Number: 442911 

Call Number: E  G4202  .A804  

1872-P6 
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Ball and cup toy File Format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society 

© 2019 

Object included in trunk 

 

 

 

 

Barbed wire File Format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society 

© 2019 

Object included in trunk 

 

 

Bucket File Format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society 

© 2019 

Object included in trunk 

 

 

Butter paddles File Format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society 

© 2019 

Object included in trunk 

 

 

Butter mold File Format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society 

© 2019 

Object included in trunk 
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Candle mold File Format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society 

© 2019 

Object included in trunk 

 

 

Candle File Format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society 

© 2019 

Object included in trunk 

 

 

Coffee mill File Format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society 

© 2019 

Object included in trunk 

 

 

Corn dryer File Format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society 

© 2019 

Object included in trunk 

 

 

 

 

Husking hook File Format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society 

© 2019 

Object included in trunk 

 

 

Lantern File Format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society 

© 2019 

Object included in trunk 

 

 

 

 

Marbles File Format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society 

© 2019 

Object included in trunk 

 

 

McGuffey Reader File Format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society 

© 2019 

Object included in trunk 
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Sad iron File Format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society 

© 2019 

Object included in trunk 

 

 

Sunbonnet File Format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society 

© 2019 

Object included in trunk 

 

 

Slate File Format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society 

© 2019 

Object included in trunk 

 

 

Top File Format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society 

© 2019 

Object included in trunk 

 

 

Vegetable slicer File Format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society 

© 2019 

Object included in trunk 

 

 

Washboard File Format: jpg 

Kansas Historical Society 

© 2019 

Object included in trunk 

 

 

 

 


